
Connecticut State Department of Education –

English Language Proficiency 
(ELP) Assessments and CT-SEDS

LAS Links and CAAELP



Key Terms and Abbreviations

Abbreviation/Acronym Meaning

APSEP Approved Private Special Education Program

CT Portal Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal

CT-SEDS CT Special Education Data System

DA District Administrator for State Testing
EL/ML English Learner/Multilingual Learner
ELP English Language Proficiency
ELAC English Language Assessment Coordinator
INSIGHT Portal DRC Testing Portal

IEP Individualized Education Program

PPT Planning and Placement Team

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/special-education/new-iep/new-iep-ct-seds
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/LL


State and District Summative 
Assessment Windows

Know the state and district summative assessment windows prior to 
planning and holding either a PPT or Section 504 meeting.

• Connecticut Sensible Assessment System will have the State 
Summative Assessment window posted. 

• 2025–26 State Summative Assessment Calendar

• 2026–27 State Summative Assessment Calendar

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/student-assessment/summative-assessment---end-of-year
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/student-assessment/summative-assessment---end-of-year
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf


Districtwide Testing Schedule 2025–26

2025–26 CT Summative Assessment Calendar

Summative Assessment Window

LAS Links Grades K–12 January 5–March 6, 2026 

CAAELP Grades K–12 January 12–March 6, 2026

NGSS Grade 11 February 2–May 29, 2026

CT SAT School Day March 2–April 30, 2026

Smarter Balanced March 23–May 29, 2026

NGSS Grades 5 & 8: March 23–May 29, 2026

CTAA Math and ELA March 23–May 29, 2026

CTAS (administered throughout the year): 
Student responses entered by trained TEA in 
the Data Entry Interface (DEI) 

March 23–May 29, 2026

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2025-26.pdf


Districtwide Testing Schedule 2026–27

2026–27 CT Summative Assessment Calendar

Summative Assessment Window

LAS Links Grades K–12 January 4–March 5, 2027

CAAELP Grades K–12 January 11–March 5, 2027

Smarter Balanced March 22–May 28, 2027

NGSS Grade 11 February 1–May 28, 2027

NGSS Grades 5 & 8: March 22–May 28, 2027

CT SAT School Day March 1– April 30, 2027

CTAA Math and ELA March 22–May 28, 2027

CTAS (administered throughout the year): 
Student responses entered by trained TEA in 
the Data Entry Interface (DEI) 

March 22–May 28, 2027

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/statesummativeassessmentcalendar2026-27.pdf


Rostering and Accommodation Dates

Recommended dates for correct rostering and accommodations for the 2026–
27 LAS Links and CAAELP administrations in CT-SEDS:

• LAS Links Accommodations, December 18, 2026

• Completed and verified Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility 
Form in CT-SEDS for CAAELP, December 22, 2026

Note: Student testing may be impacted if adding LAS Links accommodations 
or updating eligibility status is after these dates. Communication with the 
DA/ELAC must occur if this happens. 

Refer to the CAAELP Resource Page and CT DRC LAS Links Page to view 2026–
27 dates and timelines.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/caaelp-resources.html
https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/


Summative Assessment Tips 

1. When convening a meeting, teams should plan summative testing for 
the grades that span the duration of IEP or Section 504 plan. 

2. If possible, teams should convene before the testing window to 
determine accessibility supports and the appropriate ELP assessment.

3. If a meeting occurs during the testing window, wait to test the student 
until their plan is finalized and implemented.

4. Schedule meetings so the finalization and implementation of the 
plan will occur at least 5 days before the close of the testing window.

5. Always plan for all grades covered by the duration of the plan.



Summative Assessment Tips–Continued

5. Communicate and collaborate across special education and EL/ML staff 
on testing schedules, PPT/Section 504 meetings, 
implementation/finalization dates, and accessibility supports.

6. Communicate to ELAC, DA, and EL/ML teachers:

o Any PPTs or Section 504 meetings that occur within the testing window

o Any updates to accessibility supports based on a PPT or 504 meeting 
prior to testing

o Which assessment the student is eligible for per the PPT or 504 
meeting



Accommodation or Eligibility Changes 
During LAS Links & CAAELP Window

If a PPT/504 Meeting occurs during the testing window and 
accommodations change, delay testing and notify your Test Coordinator to 
prevent:

• Administering LAS Links with the wrong accommodations.

• A test irregularity that requires a documented appeal.

If eligibility changes during the testing window (LAS Links to CAAELP or 
CAAELP to LAS Links):

• If testing started, the student must retest with the new assessment.

• Any tests taken before this change must be invalidated via the appeals 
process. 



Knowing Accommodations for ELP 
Assessments



Accessibility Features for 
LAS Links Assessment Grades K–12



LAS Links Reader Options Table

Available LAS Links 
Assessment Reader Options:
• both embedded and non-

embedded
• documentation is required for 

these accommodations 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/LAS-Links-Reader-Options-Table_Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/LAS-Links-Reader-Options-Table_Final.pdf


LAS Links Decision Guidelines for TTS of 
the Reading and Writing Domains

LAS Links Decision Guidelines for Text-to-Speech of 
the Smarter Balanced ELA Reading Passages
• This screener is designed for PPTs/Section 504 

Teams to establish the extent of need for text-to-
speech of the Reading Domain (passages and 
items) and Writing Domain (stimuli & items).

• This accommodation is intended for students:
o with a documented print disability
o with significant visual disabilities
o who are blind with inadequate braille skills

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links--decision-guidelines-tss_accommodation-for-reading-domain-final.pdf?rev=5efbbe6197994e20ba2b9559701776df&hash=5BB2BF295C70B53C0959FFB3561976FA


LAS Links Read Aloud of the Reading 
Domain (Passages) and Writing Domain

• Teams complete the LAS Links Documented 
Evidence for a Read Aloud Accommodation for 
the Reading Domain as a screener for eligibility 

• The reader must review and sign the LAS Links 
Read Aloud Guidelines

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/25_26-final_las-links-documented-evidence-for-read-aloud-accommodation-for-the--reading-domain-ada.pdf?rev=3234bac901a04883a4d81fa3fe71b505&hash=64797CF54A66BB70E9A58541323D0937
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/25_26-final_las-links-documented-evidence-for-read-aloud-accommodation-for-the--reading-domain-ada.pdf?rev=3234bac901a04883a4d81fa3fe71b505&hash=64797CF54A66BB70E9A58541323D0937
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/25_26-final_las-links-documented-evidence-for-read-aloud-accommodation-for-the--reading-domain-ada.pdf?rev=3234bac901a04883a4d81fa3fe71b505&hash=64797CF54A66BB70E9A58541323D0937
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-read-aloud-accommodation-guidelines-and-security-agreement-final.pdf?rev=4f155c32a96c429b90bbd6e22381021b&hash=485B9B7877EA6F9B3C74CDDBCD72840D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-read-aloud-accommodation-guidelines-and-security-agreement-final.pdf?rev=4f155c32a96c429b90bbd6e22381021b&hash=485B9B7877EA6F9B3C74CDDBCD72840D


Comparing LAS Links to Smarter 
Balanced and NGSS Reader Options

This chart provides PPT and Section 
504 Teams with the LAS Links 
reader accommodation options and 
the correlation between the Smarter 
Balanced and NGSS Assessment 
reader accessibility support 
options. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-correlation-to-smarter-balanced-and-ngss-reader-options.pdf?rev=40be7ce5f6b84b5e937a0c61b3c65af0&hash=C95834BE9D425B03E95819A109B70B15


Connecticut DRC LAS Links Webpage

All LAS Links Accessibility Resources and trainings to 
support teams in making determinations for 
accessibility supports on the LAS Links Assessment 
are available on the Connecticut DRC LAS Links 
Website.

https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/
https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/


ELP Assessments in CT-SEDS



Verifying EL/ML Status

• Consult with ELAC for EL/ML Status.

• Check CT-SEDS Student Information and Personal 
Information tiles to verify CT-SEDS has the accurate 
EL/ML status. If student is EL/ML, refer to the blue 
check box in PSIS to confirm that the "Is the student 
an English Learner (EL)?“ is selected.

• Check TIDE Student Dashboard to verify EL/ML 
status.

• If this is not accurate, reach out to your CT-SEDS 
Data Manager and  PSIS Coordinator.



District and State Testing Tile

To document 
statewide summative 
testing supports, click 
on the District and 
State Testing Tile in 
either the IEP or 
Section 504 Modules. 



Statewide Assessment Page

On the IEP Statewide 
Assessment Page, or the 
504 State Testing Page, 
teams will select the 
grades for the summative 
assessments, review if 
English Learner, and check 
for consideration of the 
Alternate Assessment 
(CAAELP, CTAS, CTAA).



Selecting Grades

PPT and Section 
504 Teams 
should select the 
grades that span 
the duration on 
the plan.



Verification of EL/ML 

Important items to check and verify:
• That the student has been identified as an English Learner (refer to the 

District and State Testing tile under the Statewide Assessment Information 
tile).



Standard or Alternate ELP Assessment

The PPT will need to 
document if the student is 
being considered for the 
Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment System.

If the student is not 
considered for the Alternate 
Assessment System, the 
team will select “No."



Statewide Assessment Information

Once the Statewide 
Assessment Information is 
completed click "Save.” 
This will populate the 
assessment section within 
this tile.



How Accessibility Supports are Documented 
in CT-SEDS for ELP Assessments



LAS Links (ELP)

For ELs/MLs who are not being considered for the CAAELP, teams will 
complete the following for the English Language Proficiency Assessment:
• Verify the assessment listed is accurate.
• Select with or without accommodations in the "Participation Level."



LAS Links (ELP) – Continued

• If planning for accommodations, ensure 
the accommodations selected align with 
accessibility supports used throughout 
instruction and on other assessments.

• Add accommodations by clicking the "Add 
Accommodations" button.



LAS Links Accommodations That Require 
Additional Considerations



LAS Links Documented Evidence

Please note, if selecting LAS 
Links Text-to-Speech (TTS) 
Accommodation for the 
Reading Domain (Passages 
and Item Prompts) and Writing 
Domain (Stimuli and Item 
Prompts) or LAS Links Read 
Aloud Accommodation for the 
Reading Domain (Passages 
and Item Prompts) and Writing 
Domain (Stimuli and Item 
Prompts), the corresponding  
hyperlinked decision guides 
should be completed for 
screening purposes. 



LAS Links Human Signer/Visual Support 
Accommodation

• Requires LAS Links Accommodated Paper Form
• All 4 Domain completed on paper.
• All other supports must be non-embedded. 



Tips for LAS Links Accommodations

• Make sure CT-SEDS has the student correctly designated as an 
EL/ML student. 

• Document ELP assessment and accommodation in Statewide 
Assessment Information section of the plan in CT-SEDS.

• Ensure you are selecting the grades that span the duration of the 
plan.

• Accommodations should mirror what is provided during 
instruction and other summative assessments if allowable.

• Check for conflicting accommodations.
• Ensure all eligibility determinations are completed for 

accommodations prior to selecting supports.



LAS Links 
Conflicting  Accommodations

• Selecting both embedded and non-embedded accommodation 
that support the same access need. For example, LAS Links Text 
to Speech and non-embedded LAS Links Read Aloud of Passages.

• All or multiple reader option accommodations chosen. 
• Selecting embedded LAS Links TTS and either the non-embedded 

Braille, Large Print, or Accommodated Paper Tests. 



Designation of Accessibility Supports 
Grades K–2, 9, 10, and 12

For students with a plan in Grades K–2, 9, 10, 
and 12, the team should note the following:
1. DO NOT Select “The student will participate 

in the ELP Alternate” unless the team 
completed the embedded Connecticut 
Alternate Assessment System Eligibility 
Form. 

2. Make sure it is set to ELP and the grade.
3. If the student requires accommodations, 

select “Add Accommodations.”
4. Once the Add/Edit Accommodation pop up 

appears, the team can select the allowable 
accommodations for LAS Links (ELP). 



Determining ELP-ALT (CAAELP) 
CT-SEDS



CAAELP (ELP-ALT)

• If the PPT is considering any of the Connecticut Alternate Assessments, 
including CAAELP, they must indicate by clicking "Yes."

• Once "Yes" is selected, the PPT will complete the Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment System Eligibility Form that will populate in CT-SEDS.



Populating the Alternate Eligibility Form

The PPT will need to review 
and complete the embedded 
Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment Eligibility Form 
that populates in the tile for 
all grades covered by the 
duration of the IEP. 



Documenting Intellectual 
Impairment in CT-SEDS



Documenting Functional Adaptive 
Behavior Scores in CT-SEDS



Documenting Intensive Instruction and 
Significant Supports in CT-SEDS



Verification

The PPT will then need to verify that the student meets all the eligibility 
criteria for participation on the alternate assessments.



CAAELP (ELP-ALT) Selection

Next, the PPT will go to the grades that were selected for summative testing 
and verify that ELP-ALT is prepopulated for the student based on the 
completion of the Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form.



CAAELP/ELP-ALT Designation 
Grades K–2, 9, 10, and 12

For students in Grades K–2, 9, 10, and 12, the PPT team needs to:

1. Ensure that the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form is 
completed in CT-SEDS. 

2. Ensure that only after this form is completed that they choose ELP-ALT 
for the ELP assessment planned for the grades that span the duration of 
the IEP.

If the Eligibility Form is not completed in CT-SEDS, the student will not be 
rostered for CAAELP. 



ELP-ALT Designation 
Grades K–2, 9, 10, and 12–Continued

For students in Grades K–2, 9, 10, and 12, 
the PPT must:
1. Check yes, if considering the 

Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System.

2. Complete and verify the Alternate 
Assessment System Eligibility Form.

3. Select the appropriate assessment 
based on Alternate Assessment 
System Eligibility Form in the grade-
specific ELP Assessment section.

4. ONLY if eligible, select the box “The 
student qualifies for the Alternate ELP 
Assessment” for the grades that span 
the IEP.



Ensuring Completion of the Alternate 
Assessment Eligibility Form 

Once the IEP is finalized, a PDF of the 
completed Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility form can be viewed:
• Go to ADMIN and select STUDENT 

HISTORY in the dropdown.
• In the current plan, you can see the 

Alternate Eligibility Form.
• Check form by clicking on link to 

ensure all sections are completed and 
verified.

• If verified eligible, data will sync to 
TIDE and activate the Alternate 
Assessment Indicator. 



Additional Resources for PPT and Section 
504 Teams



LAS Links Accommodation 
Resources for PPT/504 Teams

• 2025–26 Accessibility Features for LAS Links Assessment Grades K–12

• LAS Links Reader Options Table

• LAS Links Form E Online Test Directions and Test Administration Manual 
Appendix C

• Connecticut DRC LAS Links Website

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-accessibility-chart-final.pdf?rev=0fce54e9b9bb46df96a1d7da2fcdcc8b&hash=922EABBEF8DB9EEEC6B3DC32F25A4970
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-reader-options-table_final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/las-links-reader-options-table_final.pdf
https://laslinks.com/PDFs/LAS_Links_TAM.pdf
https://laslinks.com/PDFs/LAS_Links_TAM.pdf
https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/
https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/


CAAELP Resources

• CAAELP Resources Page 
provides all resources to 
support participation, 
administration, and post 
administration.

• The CAAELP Accessibility and 
Accommodations Manual 
provides guidance on the 
selection and administration of 
universal features, designated 
supports, and 
accommodations.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/caaelp-resources.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/caaelp-resources.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual


Resources and Training

Resources for PPTs and 504 Teams - CT-
SEDS and Statewide Assessments

Connecticut 
Sensible 
Assessment 
Trainings

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments/what-next
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments/what-next
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments/what-next
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/resources-for-ppts-and-504-teams-related-to-ct-seds-and-statewide-assessments/what-next


Thank you!!!
Thank you for attending and for all you do for your students.

Connecticut State Department of Education
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