
Collaborative for the 
Alternate Assessment
of English Language 
Proficiency (CAAELP)

December 2022



Overview 

This PowerPoint provides current Connecticut specific 
information available to help facilitate preparation for the 
Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment of English 
Language Proficiency (CAAELP) also referred to as Alt ELPA.

More information will be shared as it becomes available. 
Consider registering for the Student Assessment Newsletter.

Within this presentation you will see this symbol 
indicating the information outlined in blue has 
been hyperlinked.
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https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/studentassessmentnews-122022.pdf


English Language Proficiency (ELP) 
Assessment Dates

• January 3 – March 3, 2023

• February 1–March 31, 2023

LAS Links

Collaborative for the 
Alternate Assessment of 
English Language 
Proficiency (CAAELP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students identified as English learners/multilingual learners (EL/ML) in Grades K-12 are expected to participate in an annual assessment of English Language Proficiency. Connecticut’s English Language Proficiency Assessment includes two testing windows; one for the standard LAS Links, and another for the Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency (CAAELP).

LAS Links (administered to students in Grades K-12) is administered between January 3-March 3, 2023.
CAAELP will be administered between February 1st and March 31, 2023, to students who are determined eligible as dually identified as EL/ML, who have significant cognitive disabilities reflected in their IEP and who have the 2022-23 Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form submitted confirming eligibility for the alternate assessment system.  






Resources

• Also referred to as the Alt ELPA
• Incorporated into Connecticut’s Alternate 

Assessment System
• Information is located on the CSDE Student 

Assessment main webpage/CAAELP 
Resources, or on the Alternate Assessment 
page of the Connecticut Comprehensive 
Assessment Program Portal (CT Portal).

• Additional information on the Collaborative 
can be viewed at  altelpa.org.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CSDE Performance Office has been working on the development of the Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency for several years. We will provide additional communication, training, and resources to you to share with your staff. Right now, it is important to ensure the Planning and Placement Teams (PPTs) have information to determine eligibility for the most appropriate English language proficiency assessment for your K-12 ELs/MLs with significant cognitive disabilities.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/CTAA-Skills-Checklist/Connecticut-Alternate-Assessments/CAAELP-Resources
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://altelpa.org/


Student Eligibility
Students must:

• Be identified as EL/ML in Grades K-12 in PSIS
• Have an active IEP reflecting significant 

cognitive disabilities
• Have the PPT confirm eligibility for the 

Alternate Assessment System using the 
Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form

Refer to the Collaborative for the Alternate 
Assessment for English Language Proficiency 
(CAAELP) Participation Guidelines for more 
details.
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Students must:
Be identified as EL/ML in Grades K-12 in PSIS
Have an active IEP reflecting significant cognitive disabilities
Have the PPT confirm eligibility for the Alternate Assessment System using the Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form

Refer to the Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment for English Language Proficiency (CAAELP) Participation Guidelines for more details.


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/2022_23-Connecticut-CAAELP-Participation-Guidelines-FINAL.pdf


Registering Students for the CAAELP
• A Trained Teacher (TEA) should submit a Connecticut

Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form for EL/ML 
students with significant cognitive disabilities in Grades K-
12 through the Data Entry Interface (DEI) between 
November 14, 2022 – December 23, 2022.

• The ELAC should add information for students from Grades 
K, 1, 2, 9, 10, and 12 to the DRC Google Sheet who are 
eligible for the CAAELP.

• If the December 23, 2022, deadline is not met submit the 
Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form as soon as 
possible prior to testing the student and ensure all test 
proctors understand the student will not participate in any 
standard assessments (Smarter Balanced, NGSS, CT SAT 
School Day or LAS Links).

Presenter
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To register a student for the CAAELP, identify a “trained” teacher that administers alternate assessments (CTAA for math and ELA, and CTAS) has the permissions to submit student’s eligibility forms into the DEI. Ideally, submissions for EL/ML students must be entered  between November 14 and December 23, 2022. These dates are established to ensure students and trained teachers have access to the CAAELP for testing and to create testing rosters. If the eligibility form is entered after December 23, 2022, the student will appear on the LAS Links testing roster. Extra care should be taken to inform all test administrators to ensure students participate in the correct assessment. 
The ELAC should also can add students in Grades k-2, 9, 10, and 12, participating in the CAAELP to the DRC Google sheet. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc94DE2S7jlaoGwSMxuoI035OrZt6k7TGwWMkQC5Sn1K1MonA/viewform


CAAELP Training
The CAAELP Module Alt ELPA Test Administrator 
Training (2022-2023) is available for educators 
responsible for administering the CAAELP.

Refer to the CAAELP memo sent on November 21, 
2022, for details about creating an account to access 
training.
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CAAELP training can be accessed using the ELPA21 log-in site: ELPA21 Online.
Register for an account using your school email address. Use “elpa21” as the district password. Refer to the CAAELP memo sent on November 21, 2022, for details about creating an account to access training.

When you log on to the CAAELP Training, you will find an extensive menu of training modules available. Of these sessions, teachers administering the CAAELP should review the CAAELP Module: Alt ELPA Test Administrator Training (2022-2023) and corresponding quiz. Completion of this training does not sync to TIDE or the teacher’s trained status as the other alternate assessment training does. Teachers can print out their certificate, but there isn’t an electronic recording that confirms a teacher's completion of the CAAELP training.

Similarly, School Administrators can review the Alt ELPA Test Coordinator Training (2022-23).




https://training.elpa21.org/index_login.php
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct_caaelp_test_administration_training_memo.pdf


Connecticut CAAELP 
Test Administration Manual (TAM)

Presenter
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Information about technology, test security, starting and pausing tests, and test administrator and student login instructions are included. Along with directions for the Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking subtests. This manual should be used in conjunction with all components of testing. It will be located on the CAAELP webpage of the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal in early January.

TAM: ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf (cambiumast.com)

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf


Connecticut CAAELP 
Test Delivery System (TDS)
• District administrators for Testing (DA) must create 

a user role in TIDE for each educator administering 
the CAAELP (and/or the CTAA and CTAS)

• Trained teachers administer the CAAELP in a one-to-
one test setting using the Cambium test platform (the 
same test system used for CTAA, Smarter Balanced, 
and NGSS)

• Testing requires two separate devices:
o The Student Interface via the Secure Browser; 

The Test Administration Interface
• All passages, items, and response options are 

designed to be read to the student by the TEA. The 
teacher will provide accommodations based on those 
documented in the student’s IEP.
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Trained Teachers administer the CAAELP assessment by providing a one-to-one test experience using the online Cambium test platform.
All passages, items, and response options are designed to be read to the student by the TEA. 
Ensure 






Connecticut CAAELP 
Directions for Administration
Refer to the Test Administrator User Guide: The CT Test 
Delivery System
Directions for Administration (DFA) Secure
All CAAELP items have grade band, item and test form 
specific Test Administrator Directions that must be 
securely downloaded from the Test Information 
Distribution Engine (TIDE) system Secure Testing 
Materials at the start of each live test session. These 
directions must match the test form provided to the 
student. The test administrator must display them on an 
electronic (secure) device (e.g., iPad or tablet) and follow 
along with the student’s assessment. These booklets 
accompany each item and instructions are in parentheses 
and italicized. These booklets also contain the required 
scoring rubrics for the constructed response items. 
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Directions for Administration (DFA)
All CAAELP items have grade band, item and test form specific Test Administrator Directions that must be securely downloaded from the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) system Secure Testing Materials at the start of each live test session and must match the test form provided to the student. The test administrator must display them on an electronic (secure) device (e.g. iPad or tablet) and follow along with the student’s assessment. These booklets accompany each item and instructions are in parentheses and italicized. These booklets also contain the required scoring rubrics for the constructed response items. 




https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2019/test-administrator-ta-user-guide.pdf


Connecticut CAAELP Accessibility 
and Accommodations Manual
Important! The Trained Test Administrator reads 
all items, passages and response options to each 
individual student in all domains.
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The CAAELP Accessibility and Accommodations Manual is available on the portal: ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf (cambiumast.com)
It includes information about instructional and assessment accessibility decisions, universal features, designated supports, and accommodations, and optimal testing conditions. In Connecticut, like our other Alternate Assessments the Trained Test Administrator reads all items, passages and response options to each individual student in all domains.


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf


CAAELP Guidance Regarding 
Documentation in CT-SEDS
In CT-SEDS, CAAELP is documented in the Special 
Considerations section and the District and State Testing
section. Please note the following:   
• Annual reviews, re-evaluations, and initial referrals 

are now processed in CT-SEDS;
• Students with a Section 504 Plan rather than an IEP 

are not eligible for the Alternate Assessment System 
(CTAA, CTAS, and CAAELP);

• If making a new recommendation for a student, an 
amendment or new PPT should be conducted;

• Students in Grades K-12 are included in the IEP 
process;  

• Supporting materials are in CAAELP Resources.
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As Connecticut transitions to CT-SEDS and includes the Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency (CAAELP) in our Alternate Assessment System, the Performance Office is providing this clarifying information. 

Based on the 2022-23 Connecticut CAAELP Participation Guidelines, students considered for the CAAELP assessment are both English language learners/Multilingual learners (EL/ML) and identified as Special Education in the Public-School identification System (PSIS).
In CT-SEDS, CAAELP is documented in the Special Considerations section and the District and State Testing section.  Please also note the following considerations:   
· Annual reviews, Re-evaluations and Initial Referrals are now processed in CT-SEDS;
· Students with a Section 504 Plan rather than an IEP are not eligible for the Alternate Assessment System (CTAA, CTAS and CAAELP);
· If making a new recommendation for a student, an amendment or new PPT should be conducted;
· Students in Grades K-12 are included in the IEP process; and 
· Supporting materials are in CAAELP Resources.
 


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/caaelp-resources


Alternate Assessment System 
Early Stopping Rule

Presenter
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The Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule (ESR) has been revised for the 2022-23 testing year and was just updated this December to include the CAAELP assessment. 

The Early Stopping Rule is a process used by the CSDE to support students who are non-verbal and do not have an established observable mode of communication.

For this small group of students with these characteristics, their teachers will follow the instructions in the Early Stopping Rule document to determine eligibility.  

In short, the ESR process requires teachers to administer three trials of the Student Response Check (SRC) by February 1, 2023. If the student qualifies, the teacher will complete the
2022-23 Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form and return it to their District Administrator for Testing (DA in TIDE). The DA will submit the form to the CSDE by March 1, 2023, for review and approval. If approved, students will be assigned an ESR code to any test that applies to them (CTAA, CTAS, and CAAELP).


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


CAAELP Domain Exemption
Domain Exemptions are available on the Listening and/or 
Speaking subtests for the following students:
• If a student is identified as D(d)eaf or hard of hearing, 

they may not be not be able to participate in the Listening 
subtest due to this disability. 

• ELs/MLs with an IEP may be non-verbal and, even when 
provided assistive technology or augmentative and 
alternate communication supports, may not be able to 
participate in the Speaking subtest. 

The following user roles in TIDE will be able to submit this 
CAAELP Domain Exemption Form: DA, DC and SC.
The Form is located under Preparing for Testing in TIDE. 
Please ensure this form is submitted prior to testing the 
student and communicate this information and expectations 
clearly to all test administrators.
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A CAAELP Domain Exemption is available for the  Listening and/or Speaking Domains.

If a student is identified as D(d)eaf or hard of hearing, they may not be not be able to participate in the Listening subtest due to this disability. 
ELs/MLs with an IEP or 504 Plan may be non-verbal and, even when provided assistive technology or augmentative and alternate communication supports, may not be able to participate in the Speaking subtest. 
EL/ML students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who cannot access the Listening or Speaking domains due to their disability may request a domain exemption for the applicable subtest. 
The following user roles in TIDE will be able to submit this CAAELP Domain Exemption Form: DA, DC and SC.
The Form is located under Preparing for Testing in TIDE. Please ensure this form is submitted as soon as possible prior to testing the student and communicate this information and expectations clearly to test administrators.




Critical Task Dates

Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form submitted by 
Trained TEA

• November 14, 2022- December 23, 2022
ESR Student Response Check conducted by Trained TEA 
(complete SRC and submit attestation form to DA)

• February 1, 2023
Early Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form 
submitted by DA in TIDE

• March 1, 2023

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


CAAELP 
Resources 
on the CT 

Portal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We now have a page on the CT Portal dedicated to CAAELP resources. This page is hyperlinked.  


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/caaelp-resources


Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first of our resources is the English Language Proficiency Assessment page in the CSDE site.  This page provides information on the EL Identification process and links to related documents. The updated Growth Model presentation and Placement Test training videos and materials are also posted.  This image is hyperlinked, so simply click on the image above or go to https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/ELP-Assessment/English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment---LAS-Links/Documents. 



https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/ELP-Assessment/English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment---LAS-Links/Documents


Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This image is also hyperlinked (https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/).  The CT DRC LAS Links webpage includes announcements, latest communications, information on identification and placement, assessment administration, testing, scoring, reporting, and technology resources. 

https://laslinks.com/connecticut-information/


Contacts

For questions about LAS Links, EL/ML Identification, EdSight:
• Michael Sabados Michael.Sabados@ct.gov
• Cristi Alberino Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
For questions about the CAAELP:
• Janet Stuck Janet.Stuck@ct.gov
• Deirdre Ducharme  Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov
• Ada Kovaci-Kume Ada.Kovaci-Kume@ct.gov  

mailto:Michael.Sabados@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:ada.kovaci-Kume@ct.gov
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