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Part B: Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) 

Regulations for Part B of the IDEA require states to make available to 
eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities an alternate 
assessment designed to measure their knowledge and skills (34 CFR 
§§ 200.1(d) and 300.160 (c)).



Participation – Connecticut General
Statutes 10-14n

(b) (1) For the school year commencing July 1, 2015, and each school 
year thereafter, each student enrolled in grades three to eight, 
inclusive, and grade eleven in any public school shall, annually, take a 
mastery examination in reading, writing and mathematics during the 
regular school day.

(3) For the school year commencing July 1, 2018, and each school year 
thereafter, each student enrolled in grades five, eight, and eleven in 
any public school shall annually take a state-wide mastery examination 
in science during the regular school day.



The Design of Alternate Assessments

The Connecticut Alternate Assessment System adjusts for:

Depth (the level of cognitive complexity of the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities within the standard),
 
Breadth (how many standards are measured), and

Complexity (describes the difficulty of content with built-in 
scaffolding to support accessibility needs).



The Design of Alternate Assessments: 
Administering Test Items

Accommodations 
include, but are not 
limited to:
• American Sign 

Language
• Assistive Technology
• Augmentative and 

Alternative 
Communication

• Read Aloud 
• Scribe



The Design of Alternate Assessments: How 
Students Respond 

Students may respond to test items using their modes of 
communication while the trained teacher records the 
responses. Communication might include: 
• Verbalizing the answer; 
• Gesturing, signing, or pointing to the answer; 
• Using an eye gaze system to select the answer;
• Using assistive technology (AT) to indicate the answer; 
• Circling or marking the answers on a paper copy of the 

test for educator transcription (CTAA only); or
• Using the mouse to select the answer online (applicable 

on the online CTAA and CAAELP only)
Physical prompting such as hand-over-hand is not 
permitted during the administration of the CTAA.



What is the Early Stopping Rule (ESR) 
and Student Response Check (SRC)?



What is the Early Stopping Rule?

The ESR process is for a relatively small number of students 
participating in the Alternate Assessment System who do 
not demonstrate an observable mode of communication and, 
therefore, are not able to participate fully on the alternate 
assessments.



General Characteristics of Eligible Students

Students who are typically eligible for the ESR have​
• An uncertain response to stimuli.​
• The most significant functional adaptive behavioral needs.​
• Not yet established a mode of communication.​
• A pervasive need for adult support throughout their lives.​
• IEPs with focus on medical and functional needs.​
• IEPs that document goals that support the development of the 

student’s communication.​
• IEPs that documents the use of assistive technology or 

augmentative and alternate communication devices.



The ESR Guidelines

The purpose of the ESR is for teachers to 
identify students that may qualify before the onset 
of the testing window as students approved will not 
take the alternate assessments since they meet the ESR 
criteria. TEAs should:​
• Review the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System 

Early Stopping Rule and Student Response Check 
guidelines as early in the school year as possible.​

• Note timelines for screening eligible students.​
• Ensure that all paperwork is completed, signed, and 

submitted to District Administrators by published 
deadlines. ​Incomplete or incorrect forms will 
be denied approval.​

ttps://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
ttps://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


SRC and ESR Submission Deadlines

Important:
TEAs, Special Education Directors and DAs need to be aware of the SRC 
and ESR submission deadlines.

Submission and deadlines for each year can be found on the 
Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule and 
Student Response Check website. 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


What is the ESR process?



Excerpt of the SRC Eligibility Process

Example of the first step for administering the SRC (see Appendix A):

Present Student Response Check Card Item #1 to the student in paper 
form or on a device.
� Using the following potential communication modes, ask the student 

to “Select A”. The student should respond using one or more of the 
following communication modes:

1. Verbalizing, gesturing, signing, or pointing to the answer 
2. Using the mouse/touchscreen to select the answer on a device
3. Using assistive technology (AT) to indicate the answer 
4. Using an eye gaze system to select the answer 
5. Circling or marking the answer on the Student Response Check Card 

Item #1 
� Use Appendix B to note the communication behaviors of the student.
                       Repeat Steps for Items 2 and 3.



SRC Administration Behavioral Notes

Present Student Response Check Card Item #1 to the student in 
paper form or on a device.
� Using the following potential communication modes, ask the 

student to “Select A”. The student should respond using one 
or more of the following communication modes:

1. Verbalizing, gesturing, signing, or pointing to the answer 
2. Using the mouse/touchscreen to select the answer on a 

device
3. Using assistive technology (AT) to indicate the answer 
4. Using an eye gaze system to select the answer 
5. Circling or marking the answer on the Student Response 

Check Card Item #1 
� Use Appendix B to note the communication behaviors of the 

student.
                       Repeat Steps for Items 2 and 3.



Early Stopping Rule Request and 
Attestation Form

• If the student does not demonstrate an 
observable communication response, the TEA 
will complete the ESR Request and Attestation 
Form (Appendix C).

• All portions of the student's form should be 
accurate and complete.

• NEW! Submit a copy of the SRC Behavioral 
Notes and completed Request and Attestation 
Form to the DA by these dates:
o January 5, 2026 – CAAELP
o February 2, 2026 – CTAA/CTAS



SRC Eligibility Process

The student is ineligible for the ESR if they communicate a 
response to any of the three items during any of the three SRC 
administrations.​ (Responses do not have to be correct.)
• The trained TEA will discontinue the SRC administration.
• The student will participate in the 

o CTAA (Grades 3-8, 11) and 
o CTAS (Grades 5, 8, or 11), and 
o CAAELP (K-12) if they are EL/ML.

Refer to CTAA Assessing Students who are Blind, Deaf, or Deaf-
Blind Additional Guidance, the CTAS Assessing Students who are 
Blind, Deaf, or Deaf-Blind Additional Guidance, and the CAAELP 
Accessibility and Accommodations Manual for information on 
accessibility.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/ctaa-assessing-students-who-are-blind-deaf-or-deaf-blind-additional-guidance
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/ctaa-assessing-students-who-are-blind-deaf-or-deaf-blind-additional-guidance
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/ctas-assessing-students-who-are-blind-deaf-or-deaf-blind-additional-guidance
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/ctas-assessing-students-who-are-blind-deaf-or-deaf-blind-additional-guidance
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual


If the Student Doesn’t Qualify

• Review and determine the access points used for the students to 
access their instruction within the learning environment.

• Understand accessibility supports including assistive technology 
that may be available for that student to access the learning 
environment, including curriculum and social emotional learning.​

• Based on accessibility supports utilized throughout instruction, 
review designated supports and accommodations associated with 
each applicable standard assessment.

• Trial practice and training tests with appropriate supports 
and accommodations to gather information and evaluate student 
need. 

Photo Credit from the Open AAC. 



Guidance for District Administrators

• First, verify that the student’s Alternate 
Assessment Indicator is activated to Yes in TIDE. 

• Review the ESR Request and Attestation Form for 
accuracy and completion (e.g., SASID, dates, 
signatures).

• Follow the steps outlined in the How to Submit 
the Student Response Check and Early Stopping 
Rule (ESR) Request and Attestation Form in TIDE.

• Submit the SRC Observational Notes and ESR 
Request and Attestation Form using the upload 
feature in the TIDE Form by the following dates:
o CAAELP - No later than January 12, 2026
o CTAA/CTAS - No later than March 2, 2026

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/how-to-submit-the-early-stopping-rule-esr-request-and-attestation-form-in-tide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/how-to-submit-the-early-stopping-rule-esr-request-and-attestation-form-in-tide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/how-to-submit-the-early-stopping-rule-esr-request-and-attestation-form-in-tide


Checking ESR Status in TIDE

• DAs in TIDE will receive an email notification from Cambium Assessment on the 
reviewed status of the ESR. 

• All educators with access to TIDE can check the student’s ESR status by searching the 
student and viewing the student dashboard. If the student has been approved for an 
ESR, “Yes” will be indicated in TIDE. 

• If the student has been approved for an ESR, no further action is required by the 
TEA. TEAs should not open or attempt any tests with the student during the 
assessment window. The student will count as a test participation through the 
approved ESR, and their tests will be closed out by Cambium Assessment.



New Resource for TEAs: ESR Checklist Tool 

The Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment System Early Stopping 
Rule Checklist is a new and 
optional resource to support 
accurate ESR and SRC submissions. 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/the-connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-checklist
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/the-connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-checklist
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/the-connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-checklist


CSDE Performance Office 
Special Populations Contact Information



Thank you for your participation and 
for all you do for your students! 
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