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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On behalf of the Connecticut State Department of Education, I’d like to welcome you to this overview on the Connecticut Alternate Assessments. My name is Deirdre Ducharme and presenting with me is Janet Stuck. We work in the Performance Office and oversee Connecticut’s Assessment Program which includes the Smarter Balanced and Next Generation Science Standards Assessments (NGSS), the English Language Proficiency Assessments, the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System, and the optional interim assessments. More importantly, we collaborate at all levels to ensure universal design, accessibility, and equity for all students participating in these assessments.

During this brief overview, we will cover topics such as the 2022-23 assessment window, teacher training, and processes for submitting the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form for students that qualify for the academic alternate assessments. This eligibility form will also be completed for students in Grades K-12 that are dually identified English learners/multilingual learners with significant cognitive disabilities that qualify for the new Connecticut Alternate English Language Proficiency Assessment (CAAELP).





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before we begin, we’d like to recognize you for your hard work, dedication, and commitment to your students. The work of an educator is not easy; however, you have an important role in the lives of your students and their future. We also recognize that administering the Connecticut Alternate Assessments is just one component of the hundreds of tasks you complete over the course of the school year. With this in mind, we want to start by saying thank you for your time and hard work. We are always available to respond to any questions you have across the many phases of test planning and administration. Our contact information is provided at the end of this presentation.




What is the Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment?

Components of Connecticut's Alternate Assessment System
Content Area Alternate Assessment Grades

English Language 
Arts

Connecticut Alternate Assessment (CTAA) 3–8 and 11

Mathematics Connecticut Alternate Assessment (CTAA) 3–8 and 11

Science Connecticut Alternate Science (CTAS) 5, 8, and 11
English Language 
Proficiency

Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment 
of English Language Proficiency (CAAELP) 
for students who are dually identified as 
English learners/multilingual learners 
(ELs/MLs) with an Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) documenting a significant 
cognitive disability.

K-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Connecticut’s Alternate Assessment System is designed for a small subgroup of students with significant cognitive disabilities (approximately 1% of the student population).

Components include the CTAA, which is a secure online assessment of mathematics and English language arts administered to eligible students in Grades 3 through 8 and 11.

The CTAS is the alternate science assessment administered to eligible students in Grades 5, 8, and 11 throughout the school year. Scores based on the required performance tasks are submitted through the Data Entry Interface during the test window.

The CAAELP is the alternate assessment administered to eligible English learners or multilingual learners to assess their English language proficiency.

The Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form is used by teachers administering the alternate assessment (TEAs) and Planning and Placement Teams (PPTs) to determine eligibility for student participation in Connecticut’s Alternate Assessment System.




Which Students Qualify for the 
Alternate Assessment System?

1. There is evidence of an intellectual impairment based on 
standardized, cognitive assessments/scores, or in the absence of 
standardized cognitive assessment data, other documentation 
that substantiates the presence of an intellectual impairment.

2. There are results of adaptive behavior assessment(s) (e.g., with a 
score more than 1.5 standard deviations below the mean score).

3. The student requires intensive instruction and significant 
supports.

Using the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form, the 
PPT determines student eligibility based on the documented evidence 
within the Individualized Education program (IEP) of the following three 
indicators:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form is used by TEAs and PPTs to determine eligibility for student participation in Connecticut’s Alternate Assessment System.

Student eligibility is based on the documented evidence within the Individualized Education Program (IEP) of the following three indicators: 
There is evidence of an intellectual impairment based on standardized, cognitive assessments/scores, or in the absence of standardized cognitive assessment data, other documentation that substantiates the presence of an intellectual impairment.
There are results of adaptive behavior assessment(s) (e.g., with a score more than 1.5 standard deviations below the mean score).
The student requires intensive instruction and significant supports.

Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Forms must be submitted through the Data Entry Interface (DEI) to register a student for participation in the Alternate Assessment System.

Eligibility will be discussed in greater detail later in this presentation and in Session 1 of the required teacher training.



The Connecticut Comprehensive 
Assessment Program Portal

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/ Student Assessment Newsletter

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Whether you need to access the required training for teachers administering the alternate, verify your TIDE user status, or submit your student’s Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form, the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal is the one-stop place to access all resources and systems related to Connecticut assessments, including the CTAA for math and ELA and the Connecticut Alternate Science (CTAS) Assessment.

We also encourage you to sign up for the Assessment Newsletter, a bi-weekly memo that our office uses to communicate with test administrators and teachers. Even if you don’t register for the newsletter, you can always access archived publications on the CSDE webpage. Though District Administrators should communicate information from the newsletter that is applicable to your work, we always include updates related to the Connecticut Alternate Assessments in every edition.

CSDE Student Assessment News 2022 (cambiumast.com)

Please take notice that throughout this presentation, certain resources are framed with a green border. This signifies that the image is hyperlinked. You can also search for any of these resources referenced in this presentation using the Resource field located in the top header of the main page of the portal. 


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/student-assessment-news/csde-student-assessment-news-2022


Universal Tools, Designated 
Supports, and Accommodations

Resources are available on the portal: 2022-23 Accessibility Chart and 
the CSDE Assessment Guidelines.

Presenter Notes
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Students have a range of strengths and areas of need, many that require customized accommodations and use of assistive technology to promote access to the content. Supports and accommodations should parallel those used during instruction and as documented in the student’s Individualized Education Program.

A variety of universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations are available to support accessibility on statewide assessments, including the alternate assessments for math and English language arts. For example, the CTAA for math and English language arts are designed to be read aloud to the individual student by their teacher or through the test delivery platform’s text-to-speech software, while the trained teacher attends to the required Directions for Test Administration. Depending on the student’s needs, teachers can also scribe (or bubble responses) as dictated by the student. Moreover, the online test system can work in conjunction with the student’s assistive technology, if applicable. Secure paper-pencil assessments are also available for students who cannot access the online assessment with teacher assistance. Paper assessments can be downloaded and printed by the teacher from the secure test materials folder in TIDE. Follow instructions in the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Test Administration Manual for details. 

Finally, take some time to review the 2022-23 Accessibility Chart and the CSDE Assessment Guidelines (located on the portal) for more information about available accessibility features. Accommodations and accessibility features are discussed in greater detail in the required training for TEAs administering the Alternate Assessments.


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2021/accessibility-chart.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2021/accessibility-chart.pdf


Alternate Assessment Dates

• February 1– March 31,
2023

• Administered year round; 
submit CTAS Student Score 
Worksheet via the DEI 
March 27 – June 2,
2023

Collaborative for the 
Alternate Assessment of 
English Language 
Proficiency (CAAELP)

Connecticut Alternate 
Science (CTAS) 
Assessment

Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment (CTAA) Math 
and ELA

• March 27-June 2, 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are the assessment dates for the year ahead. As you can see, the CAAELP assessment opens on February 1, 2023, and remains open until March 31, 2023. This is an online assessment that can be administered by the TEA and/or English learner’s teacher who is most familiar with the student and their accessibility and language support needs. 

The paper-pencil CTAS assessment is administered to eligible students in Grades 5, 8, and 11, and consists of a series of performance tasks. It is administered individually to the student throughout the school year. Teachers will use the grade-specific CTAS required test materials that include a teacher script, resource materials, and CTAS Student Score Worksheet (which can be downloaded from the portal). As the teacher administers the performance tasks, they will rate their student’s responses on the score worksheet, and then submit responses to the Data Entry Interface between March 27 and June 2, 2023.

Finally, the online CTAA for math and ELA is administered in a 1:1 test setting to eligible students in Grades 3-8 and 11, between March 27 and June 2, 2023. This assessment uses the same platform that teachers and students use when taking/administering the Smarter Balanced and Next Generation Science assessments. The CTAA includes built-in accessibility features and tools that can be used by the student and teacher. Teachers will use a teacher script that is published in a grade- and subject-specific resource called the Directions for Test Administration.

Details on each of these assessments are provided in the required online training for TEAs.




Required Online Training
• Available now on the 

Connecticut Comprehensive 
Assessment Program Portal

• Teachers administering the 
Connecticut Alternate 
Assessments must have a TEA 
user role in TIDE

• Includes four training modules 
and a quiz

• A score of 80% or greater 
certifies a teacher as trained 
and grants access to the Data 
Entry Interface and other 
secure systems needed to 
administer the alternate 
assessments

Resources: Connecticut Alternate Assessment Training Overview for Teachers Administering the Alternate and 
Overview for District Administrators

Presenter Notes
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Required online training is now available on the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal. Home Page (cambiumast.com) [click] 

There are a couple of things you need to know.

First, if you aren’t sure if you have a TEA user role in TIDE, reach out to your school or district test coordinator or verify your status in TIDE. 

While any educator has access to the online training, the TEA user role is specifically designated for the teacher who will administer an alternate assessment. Only users with this role will have access to specific programs that are related to the alternate assessments. While you can access the training as many times as you like, to maintain trained status, you will have to complete a quiz and obtain a score of 80% or greater. Once passed, your trained status in TIDE account will automatically be activated.

If you need more information about how to set up user access, refer to the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Training Overview for District Administrators or Teachers Administering the Alternate, depending on your role. These resources provide specific steps for setting up user accounts. 

Once your user role is established and you are ready to access the training, log onto the portal. From the main page on the portal, select the Alternate Assessment Card.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/alternate-assessment.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-training-resources/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-training-%E2%80%93-overview-for-teachers-administering-the-alternate
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-training-resources/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-training-%E2%80%93-overview-for-district-administrators


Required Online Training Sessions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are four training modules and a quiz that make up the online training. Each module includes an audio recording and a transcript of the information presented. 

Session 1 focuses on the eligibility process while Session 2 provides an overview on the CTAA for English language arts and math. Session 3 presents an overview of CTAS, the alternate science assessment, and Session 4 captures the process for the Early Stopping Rule and ancillary resources to support test planning and administration in the year ahead. Finally, after all sessions are reviewed, take a few minutes to complete the quiz. You can take the quiz as many times as needed, but a passing score of 80% or better is required to receive trained status. You can review the sessions multiple times, and PDFs of the PowerPoint slides and transcript if that is helpful.


https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/connecticut
https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/connecticut
https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/connecticut
https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/connecticut
https://ta-cert.cambiumast.com/courses/connecticut


Critical Dates for Submitting 
Eligibility Forms

Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form
Submission Dates through the Data Entry Interface (DEI)

November 14, 2022 – December 23, 2022

• Students in Grade 11 who qualify for the Alternate 
Assessment System.

• Students in Grades K-12 who are dually identified as EL/ML
and receive services under IDEA who qualify for the CAAELP 
and/or CTAA/CTAS.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only teachers with trained status in TIDE will have access to the Data Entry Interface. This system is used to register and submit the Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Forms, which registers a student for the alternate assessment system. 

Eligibility forms can be entered in the DEI as early as November 14, 2022; however, there are specific deadlines depending on the student’s grade and assessment. 

For example, if your student is in Grade 11, the eligibility form must be submitted by December 23, 2022, so that we can remove these students from the Grade 11 student file provided to the College Board in preparation for the Connecticut SAT School Day. The December 23 date is also critical when registering dually identified students that are eligible for the CAAELP. 

https://ct.cambiumtds.com/student?a=ResponseEntry


Critical Dates for Submitting 
Eligibility Forms

November 14, 2022 – March 1, 2023

• Students in Grades 3-8 who qualify for the alternate
assessment system

• Any new student in Grade 11 or a newly identified EL/ML who 
qualifies for the CAAELP and/or CTAA/CTAS.

*Late submissions will only be permitted for those students newly identified for 
eligibility. In this case, submissions after March 1, 2023, will require the TEA to contact 
the Connecticut Cambium Assessment Incorporated Help Desk at 844-202-7583 to 
activate the Alt Flag Indicator. If this does not occur, students will only have access to the 
standard assessments (Smarter Balanced, NGSS, SAT School Day, and LAS Links 
Assessments).

Presenter Notes
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Eligibility forms must be entered in the DEI by March 1, 2023, for all remaining students eligible for an alternate assessment. This includes students in Grades 3-8, and any new student in Grade 11 or a newly identified EL/ML who qualifies for the CAAELP and/or CTAA/CTAS.

As eligibility forms are submitted in the DEI by the noted deadlines, CAI will manually set your student’s Alternate Assessment Indicator to YES on the TIDE dashboard.

If a student is determined eligible by the PPT after March 1, 2023, the TEA must submit the eligibility form through the DEI and contact the Connecticut Help Desk at 844-202-7583, to request the activation of the Alternate Assessment Indicator on the student’s TIDE dashboard. If this does not occur, the student will only have access to the standard assessments listed above. Every attempt must be made to submit eligibility forms in the DEI by these critical deadlines. 

https://ct.cambiumtds.com/student?a=ResponseEntry


Check the Alternate 
Assessment Indicator

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a screen shot from a student’s dashboard in TIDE. The Alternate Assessment Indicator is marked by the green text box. If the radio button says YES, then this is confirmation that the eligibility form was submitted through the DEI and the student is marked as eligible to take the alternate assessment.

If the indicator says NO, then the teacher should verify that the form was submitted through the DEI. If it was, contact the Connecticut Help Desk for activation.

https://ct.tide.cambiumast.com/


Alternate Assessment Online Systems

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will now take a moment to show you the critical systems available on the portal that support test planning and administration.

Here is the main page of the portal’s Alternate Assessment System.

Take note of the Alternate Assessment System Training, represented as the first card on the slide.

The next card is the Practice and Training Tests, which should be selected when setting up a practice test with your students. Teachers should actively model with their students what the alternate assessment looks like and explore some of the item types that students will see when taking the actual assessment. Teachers can use these practice tests to try out with their student’s assistive technology and to explore the embedded universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations.

The next card is the TA Practice and Training Tests Site. This is a system for teachers to practice administering a test.

You will also note that from this page, you can access TIDE and the DEI.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/alternate-assessment.html


Administering the CTAA Math and ELA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two test devices are used when administering the alternate assessments.
One computer is used by the teacher to access the Test Administration Site. To do this, you will choose the Test Administration card, also located on the Alternate Assessment webpage. Teachers will select this option to set up a live test session for administering the alternate math and ELA to their student in a 1:1 test environment.



https://ct.cambiumtds.com/testadmin


How do Teachers Help Students Access 
the Test?

Secure Browsers (cambiumast.com)

Presenter Notes
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The second computer is used by the student and teacher to access the Secure Browser. Work with your technology coordinator in advance to make sure that the most up-to-date Secure Browser is downloaded to the device.


https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/secure-browsers.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/secure-browsers.html


Testing Systems

• How to Access the Data Entry Interface Brochure
• Centralized Reporting System User Guide

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide shows two more systems available to teachers. The first is the Data Entry Interface, while the second is the Centralized Reporting System.

The Data Entry Interface has multiple purposes. You will use this system to submit your student’s Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form. You will also use this system to submit your student’s CTAS Student Score Worksheet if your student takes the CTAS, available in Grades 5, 8, and 11. 

The Centralized Reporting System allows teachers to view student test results from previous years, if the student is rostered to them.

We reference two guides on this slide to support your understanding of each system.



https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/alternate-assessment.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/how-to-access-the-data-entry-interface-(dei)
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/centralized-reporting-system-user-guide


CAAELP

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Though we will not spend much time discussing the Collaborative for the Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency (CAAELP), the CAAELP is designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in Grades K-12 who are dually identified as an ELs/MLs and receive services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Eligible students, determined at each annual PPT meeting, will participate in the appropriate assessments associated with their grade and EL/ML identification.

A separate online training will be available to teachers administering this assessment to their students, if eligible. If you have students that may be eligible, please refer to the CAAELP webpage on the CSDE website as more information and resources will be posted in the weeks ahead.


https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/CTAA-Skills-Checklist/Connecticut-Alternate-Assessments/CAAELP-Resources


New Procedure for the Early 
Stopping Rule

• An SRC can be 
administered by the 
trained TEA between 
December 1, 2022, 
and February 1, 
2023. 

• For details, follow 
the guidance in this 
document.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Though Session 4 of the Required Teacher Training describes new procedures for the Early Stopping Rule in greater detail, we want to orient you to a new resource available on the portal. The 2022-23 Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule provides guidance for teachers instructing students who may not have an observable way to communicate responses needed to participate in classroom or large-scale assessments, such as the CTAA and/or CTAS. 

In short, the Student Response Check (SRC), defined in this document, is used to determine if the student can indicate a response using their preferred method of communication. Between December 1, 2022, and February 1, 2023, teachers will administer the SRC on three different days and times of day to determine qualifications. Students do not need to respond correctly to any of the items. 

If the student does not show any response using an observable mode of communication for each of the three SRC administrations, the TEA should review the student’s IEP to verify that the plan’s documented goals support the student’s development of communication. If documented as such, the TEA will complete the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form (located in Appendix C of this document) and submit to their District Administrator (DA) for testing no later than February 1, 2023.

District Administrators will then submit the Early Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form to TIDE by the deadline of March 1, 2023. No further action will be required on behalf of the teacher or student if the student meets eligibility through the SRC and if all deadlines are met.




https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/ct-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule.pdf


Friendly Reminders

• Complete the required training as soon as possible.
• Submit your student’s Connecticut Alternate 

Assessment Eligibility Form in the DEI by the grade 
and assessment-specific deadline.

• Plan early and administer the CTAS performance 
tasks as aligned to your curriculum (applicable to 
eligible students in Grades 5, 8, and 11). 

• Refer to the Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System Early Stopping Rule guidelines and follow 
the instructions and deadlines if applicable.

Presenter Notes
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Take a moment to review these friendly reminders.
Complete the required training as soon as possible.
Submit your student’s Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form in the DEI by the grade and assessment-specific deadline.
Plan early and administer the CTAS performance tasks as aligned to your curriculum (applicable to eligible students in Grades 5, 8, and 11). 
Refer to the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early Stopping Rule guidelines and follow the instructions and deadlines if applicable.





Resources

Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form

Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Annotated 
Eligibility Form

FAQ About the Connecticut Alternate Assessment System

FAQ About the Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility Form

Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Participation 
Guidance for Planning and Placement Teams

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are just a few of the resources that are available to you.



https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/ct-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/annotated-ct-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2019/faq-ct-alternate-assessment-system.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/faq-ct-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/ct-alternate-assessment-system-participation-flowchart.pdf


Resources

CTAS Required Test Materials webpage

CTAS and CTAA Assessing Students who are Blind, Deaf, 
Deaf-Blind Additional Guidance

CTAS and CTAA TEA Responsibility Checklist

Configuring Assistive Technologies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are additional resources, all of which are available on the portal.



https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/en/resources/alternate-assessment-system/ctas-required-materials
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2019/ctas-assessing-students-who-are-blind-deaf-or-deaf-blind.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/ctaa-assessing-students-who-are-blind,-deaf,-or-deaf-blind-additional-guidance
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2019/ctas-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2019/ctaa-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/tech-guide.html


Contacts

For questions about Connecticut 
Alternate Assessments:

Deirdre Ducharme:
Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov 

Janet Stuck:
Janet.Stuck@ct.gov

Performance Office Email:
CTstudentassessment.com

Performance Office Main Number:
860-713-6860

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We know this is a lot of information, so please reach out to us anytime if you have questions! 
Here are the emails for Deirdre and Janet, and for the Office of Student Assessment, if you have any questions.

mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov


Thank you!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you! Have a great year ahead!

mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
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