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Hello.  
We hope that everyone is doing well.  
Welcome to this webinar in which we will be discussing Administering Interim Assessments Remotely and the Smarter Balanced Remote Learning Website.
This presentation is part of the Professional Support Series being put on by CSDE as a result of COVID 19.   
I am joined by my colleagues, Dr. Cristi Alberino from CSDE, and Jen Chou from Cambium Assessment.  My name is Abe Krisst.




Agenda

» Using Interims Remotely

» Administration of Interims

» Accessibility

» What to Do and What Not to Do
» Accessing the Tools

» Resource Lists
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The Agenda is as follows:

Using Interims Remotely
Administration of Interims
Accessibility
What to Do and What Not to Do
Accessing the Tools
Resource List



Big Picture

All summative assessments have been canceled
for the 2019-20 school year.

This includes Smarter Balanced and NGSS testing.

Smarter Balanced and NGSS Interim Assessments
are still open to be remotely administered.
Administration of these is strictly voluntary. The
tests will remain open until June 12, 2020.

The Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) is
still being refreshed every evening with students in
the Public School Information System (PSIS)
Registration.
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Taking a step back and recognizing how we got here…...  

All summative assessments have been canceled for the 2019-20 school year. 
The CSDE submitted a waiver to the United States Department of Education (USED) on March 20, 2020, in regard to federal assessment and accountability requirements.  The CSDE received formal approval on March 27, 2020, from the USED that Connecticut can begin to implement the provisions in this waiver, which includes no summative testing (Smarter, NGSS, CT SAT, CTAA, and CTAS) and no Next Generation Accountability for the 2019-20 school year.  As a side note, since many students in Grade 11 use the Connecticut SAT School Day for college acceptance/placement, the CSDE is working closely with the College Board to determine how best to afford all students the opportunity to take an optional SAT assessment either this spring or sometime in the future. 

Despite this fact, the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Interim Assessments are still open to be remotely administered.  

Administration of these is strictly voluntary.  The tests will remain open until June 12, 2020.  

Districts are not required to use the interim assessments!      

The Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) is still being refreshed every evening with students in the Public School Information System (PSIS) Registration.  Thus, any changes in PSIS will be reflected in TIDE the next school day just as during the regular administration.     



Administering Interim
Assessments Remotely

Districts have asked questions about administering
the Interim Assessments remotely.

Administering the Smarter Balanced and NGSS
Interim Assessments remotely is permitted
assuming certain security and protocol measures
are followed.
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Districts have asked questions about administering the Interim Assessments remotely.  The CSDE is actually aware that some districts have been administering them already.  As districts become more settled into remote learning, the CSDE wants to make sure that this opportunity is made available with maximum flexibility.      

Administering the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Interim Assessments remotely is permitted assuming certain security and protocol measures are followed. You will see in the webinar that some of the requirements to access the test have been relaxed.  



Purpose

» This webinar will provide recommendations on
procedures, proper uses, and tips for administering
Smarter Balanced and Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) Interim Assessments. The webinar
will also review some new resources that have been
made available to assist with this.
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This webinar will provide recommendations on procedures, proper uses, and tips for administering Smarter Balanced and Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Interim Assessments. The webinar will also review some new resources that have been made available to assist with this.  


What are the Interim
Assessments?

The Interim Assessments provide teachers with an
additional resource that measures students’
mastery of specific content and skills.

Interim Assessments are administered on a
computer using the same test delivery system that
the Smarter Balanced and NGSS summative
Assessments use.

Typically, students use the Cambium Assessment,
Inc. (CAl; formerly the American Institutes for
Research Assessment) Secure Browser to take
Interim Assessments at school.
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The Interim Assessments provide teachers with an additional resource that measures students’ mastery of specific content and skills. 

Interim Assessments are administered on a computer using the same test delivery system that the Smarter Balanced and NGSS summative Assessments use. 

Typically, students use the Cambium Assessment, Inc. (CAI; formerly the American Institutes for Research Assessment) Secure Browser to take Interim Assessments at school. 



New Allowances for Taking
Interim Assessments

Given that most students are learning at home
through distance learning, the Connecticut
State Department of Education will allow
students to take Interim Assessments at home
using the CAIl Secure Browser, as had been
required; the AIRSecureTest iPad app; or
Chrome or Firefox web browsers.
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Given that most students are learning at home through distance learning, the Connecticut State Department of Education will allow students to take Interim Assessments at home using the CAI Secure Browser, as had been required; the AIRSecureTest iPad app; or Chrome or Firefox web browsers. 

If you need to administer the test with the browser or the app, they can be downloaded from the Connecticut Comprehensive Portal.  This is still available.   

Don’t forget that the TA interface does not have any browser restrictions. The TA interface does not require a secure app or browser.    




Requirements for Using Interims
Remotely. The TA ...

administers the test consistent with policies for in-
person administration.

monitors the test activity such that these interim
tests are open only for the minimum amount of time
necessary for students to complete their
responses.

uses established test administration practices to
support students getting access to the interim
assessments.
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In general, the requirements are as follows:

The TA administers the test consistent with policies for in-person administration.

The TA monitors the test activity such that these interim tests are open only for the minimum amount of time necessary for students to complete their responses.  The time necessary to complete an Interim Assessment will depend on the students taking the test, so times may vary. The same pause rules are in effect so tests will be paused when applicable.   

The TA uses established test administration practices to support students getting access to the interim assessments.


Requirements for Using
Interims Remotely. The TA ...

reports any irregularities or security breaches (e.g., interim items
posted on social media, emailed, etc.) immediately. These
should be reported to the CSDE Assessment Office at 860-713-
6860 or ctstudentassessment@ct.gov.

must communicate with students to provide a session ID and
support students through the login process. This includes helping
them securely locate their State Assigned Student ID (SASID).

that the SASID is communicated using a secure method, such as
a classroom management system, as opposed to non-secure
methods such as private text messages and emails.

actively monitors the test to ensure students successfully
complete the test and that the session is not open longer than is
. hecessary.
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The TA reports any irregularities or security breaches (e.g., interim items posted on social media, students sharing items or taking pictures of items, emailed, etc.) immediately.  These should be reported to the CSDE Assessment Office at 860 713 6860 or ctstudentassessment@ct.gov.  This information is also available at the end of the presentation.
The TA must communicate with students to provide a session ID and support students through the login process. This includes helping them securely locate their State Assigned Student ID (SASID). 
It is important that the SASID is communicated using a secure method, such as a classroom management system, as opposed to non-secure methods such as private text messages and emails.
The TA actively monitors the test to ensure students successfully complete the test and that the session is not open longer than is necessary. 



Non-Disclosure Agreement

Interim items are classified as non-
secure/non-public

materials cannot be posted publicly,
reproduced for commercial purposes, or
sold

materials contain copyrighted information
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I just want to stress that although the interim assessment items are non-secure items, the interim assessments are non-public.  
They should not be emailed or posted on sites such as Google classroom.  In the fall, when we return to our classrooms, we don’t want the integrity of this important tool to be compromised.  
Remember there are a finite number of items in each Interim Assessment Block, and we will not be replacing current items in the fall.  
Just to be clear, Interim items are different than Sample Items.  


New Resource

Quick Guide for Administering
Smarter Balanced and NGSS
Interims
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We will now cover some of the specifics of the new quick guide that can be used to administer an interim assessment remotely.  



https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Quick-Guide-to-Administer-Interim-Assessments-Remotely_Final.pdf

What Does the Test
Administrator (TA) Do?
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Test Administrator Duties

Using any web browser, navigate to Connecticut’s
Test Administration Login page in the
Comprehensive Assessment Portal, and log in
using the same credentials used at school. Contact
the district test administrator if login information is

needed.

Test Administration
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Using any web browser, navigate to Connecticut’s Test Administration Login page in the Comprehensive Assessment Portal and log in using the same credentials used at school. Contact the district test administrator if login information is needed.

If the district test administrator needs assistance with access, please contact the CSDE at 860-713-6860 or ctstudentassessment@ct.gov.  



Test Administrator Duties

Once logged into the TA Interface:
Select the test grade and subject to be administered

Choose the tests to add to your session, and then start your session.
— D = Bal a Inwﬂm A

= []Grade 3
=[] English Language ArtsiLiteracy
+ D Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICA)
= [ Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB)

[[] 148 - ELA Grade 3 - Brief Wites

D IAB - ELA Grade 3 - Write and Revise Marratives

Start the test session

Provide students with the session ID

After students sign in they select the test assigned
Approve student to start testing

Actively monitor testing

After all students complete the test, stop the test
session and log out
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Once logged into the TA Station:
Select the test grade and subject to be administered. 
Start the test session and securely provide students with the session ID that is generated. All students may use this session ID for the session.
After students sign in and select the test they are going to take, approve them so that they may start testing.
After all students complete the test, stop the test session and log out.



What Does the Student Do?
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How Students Take the Test
Remotely

The required software for student devices is listed in the following
table.

(o lalee iy locnide i =ienioe b o CAL Secure Browser (If the CAl
with the CAl Secure Browser Secure Browser is already installed,
already installed the devices require no further
setup.)

elcieslelns e lenle i e o) Chrome or Firefox web browser
Mac, or Linux

el e el ne B e cn 058 Chrome web browser

personal iPad AIRSecureTest app (You need to
download this app from your iPad’s
App Store.)
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Now we turn to the student.  These are the browser restrictions.  



How Students Take the Test
Remotely

In the URL bar, enter
http://mobile.tds.airast.org/Launchpad and hit
“Enter’ on the keyboard. The Mobile Launchpad
page appears.

From the drop-down lists, select “Connecticut” and
then “Connecticut Assessment System.”

Select “OK.” The Student Sign-In page will appear.
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We will only be covering the administration using the standard browser since we believe most will be using that.  

Enter the URL listed on the screen and hit “Enter” on the keyboard. The Mobile Launchpad page appears.
From the drop-down lists, select “Connecticut” and then “Connecticut Assessment System.”
Select “OK.” The Student Sign-In page will appear.


http://mobile.tds.airast.org/Launchpad

How Students Take the Test
Remotely

Enter the following information:

In the First Name and Student ID fields, students enter
their first names and SASIDs. The student’s first name
should match the name indicated in PSIS. Students
should not use nicknames.

In the Session ID field, students enter the session ID
provided by the TA. This ID is created by TA’s when
they activate a test session.

Please Sign In
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In the First Name and Student ID fields, students enter their first names and SASIDs. The student first name should match the name indicated in PSIS. Students should not use nicknames.
In the Session ID field, students enter the session ID provided by their test administrator. This ID is created by TA’s when they activate a test session.
Remember that the SASID should be communicated using a secure method, such as a classroom management system, as opposed to non-secure methods such as private text messages and emails.





How Students Take the Test
Remotely

» Students select “Sign In.” The Is This You? page
appears.

» If all the information on that page is correct, select
“Yes” to proceed. The Your Tests page appears.

Is This You?

Mheirss pomdfne ol mfsfratam o Conrol Bofoie o £ o ot oo S04 wclévien

¥l N Lasd Name
BAE darede

Dt el Wil o Brimid
heabar K2, |95 TR el
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Students select “Sign In.” The Is This You? page appears.
If all the information on the Is This You? page is correct, select “Yes” to proceed. The Your Tests page appears.



How Students Take the Test
Remotely

» From the Your Tests page, the student selects the
Interim Assessment they will be taking.

Your Tests

Select the test you need to take.

Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments
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From the Your Tests page, the student selects the Interim Assessment they will be taking.



How Students Take the Test
Remotely

» The student’s request is sent to the TA, and the
student is taken to the Waiting for Approval page.
The TA must approve the student for testing. Once
approved, the Instructions and Help page appears.

Waiting for Approval

Your Test Administrator needs Lo review your requested lest and your lest settings. This may take a few minutes.

First Name Session ID
Demo Student TEST-BB0F-1

Test
Grage SELA
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The student’s request is sent to the test administrator, and the student is taken to the Waiting for Approval page. The test administrator must approve the student for testing before he or she can proceed. Once the test administrator approves, the Instructions and Help page appears.



How Students Take the Test
Remotely

» To start the test, select “Begin Test Now.”

Instructions and Help

You may select the question mark button to access this Help Guide at any time during your test.

Test Settings

Use this button to review your test settings.

View Test Seftings

Help Guide

The Help Guide and test rules can be accessed at any time by using the button on the top part of the test page.

View Help Guide

Begin Test Now Return to Login
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To start the test, select “Begin Test Now.”



Let’'s Not Forget Accessibility!

As a reminder, designated supports are
available to all students with an identified need
based on educator decision, while
accommodations are only available to students
with an active |IEP or 504 Plan.

Check to be sure the student has their
accommodation or support by looking in TIDE.

Before test administration, teachers should
verify supports and accommodations in TIDE
Test Settings.

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF ED



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Embedded designated supports and accommodations are available for eligible students using Interim Assessments remotely through distance learning assuming the supports are identified in the student’s TIDE profile. Prior to the administration of the test, teachers should verify the activation of supports (and accommodations for eligible students) in TIDE Test Settings. Refer to the Test Information Distribution Engine User Guide for details about setting supports and accommodations in TIDE and the Manually Entering Designated Supports and Accommodations brochure if entering these supports using the Test Administration Interface.
As a reminder, designated supports are available to all students with an identified need based on educator decision, while accommodations are only available to students with an active IEP or 504 Plan. Refer to the Assessment Guidelines and the Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated Supports for English Learners brochure for more information.
Some non-embedded designated supports are only available with a paper copy test (large print or braille)- or translation glossary for math or illustration glossary.  The teacher should carefully consider what is needed for a student to access the interims. If they can't be provided as an embedded support, the teacher should consider the materials and tools available to the student in the home environment to assist with this process. These should already be in place because the student would most likely need the same tools to access distance learning.
Prior to testing, teachers should make sure students have access to scrap paper. For students in Grades 5-8 and 11, certain math IABs permit the use of an embedded DESMOS calculator. For these specific blocks, students may use a non-embedded calculator if one is available at home. The use of the following calculators are permitted: Grade 5- basic calculator, Grade 8 and 11- scientific or graphing calculator. Non-embedded calculators can also be used on the NGSS Interim Assessments. 
The school (or district) should have a specific process in place for how these non-embedded designated supports and accommodations would be provided to ensure access while also maintaining the validity of the assessment.





Support for Administering
Interim Assessments Remotely

Only educators with technical questions
can contact the Connecticut Help Desk at
844.202.7583 or cthelpdesk@air.oraq.

General questions can be directed to the
Performance Office Team at
ctstudentassessment@ct.gov or
860.713.6860.
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While anyone can contact the CSDE, only educators can contact the Help Desk for technical support. 

mailto:cthelpdesk@air.org
mailto:ctstudentassessment@ct.gov

When Administering
Remotely...

DO

Know the purpose for administering the Interim
Assessment (or test items).

Choose which Interim Assessment will provide the
best information or determine whether presenting
an interim item during instruction will best meet
your needs.
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Before we present information on the various supporting tools and resources, we should go over the Do’s and Don’t’s of remote Interim Assessment administration.
- Know the purpose for administering the Interim Assessment (or test items). 
- Choose which Interim Assessment will provide the best information or determine what new information you need about your students’ skills.



When Administering
Remotely...

DON'T

» Do not post the test items on the internet or a public
page.

» Do not email interim test items.

» Do not email or text students’ personal or
confidential information—even to parents. Use a
secure method provided by your district.
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Remember the security issues already presented:
Do not post the test items on the internet or a public page.
Do not email interim test items.
Do not email or text students’ personal or confidential information, SASIDS,—even to parents. Use a secure method provided by your district.



Supporting Remote Teaching and
Learning

;::Ehler'sv REMOTE TEACHING
AND LEARNING
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The CSDE has worked with other Smarter Balanced Consortium members to develop a new site to assist teachers during this crisis.  The Tools for Teachers page was recently added to support remote teaching and learning.   


Plan Before Administration

How will the Interims be used?
Formally? Informally?
Do they align to instruction?

How will the results be interpreted?
Do students know how to use the system?

Do students have access to their tools,
supports, or accommodations?
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The Interims are a useful way to check student progress and to gather information about learning, even remote learning, that can alter the instruction provided.  Interims offer flexibility, and can certainly be used remotely as long as a test administrator is available and actively monitoring the testing.  

Before deciding to use the Interim Assessments, educators should purposely plan how the Interim Assessments will be used and how results will be interpreted prior to use. 
Teachers need to consider how the Interims will be the most effective for their students. The Interim Assessments can be used informally. Items can be presented to students in a live lesson as a “Do Now” activity or items can be used to model a particular concept. Items can be used as a pre- or post-activity to gauge student knowledge. In this way, the results can be discussed during the activity or reviewed after. 
-Interim Assessments should be used with students who are familiar with taking Smarter Balanced or NGSS Interims. 
-Furthermore, students should know how to access universal tools and designated supports (and accommodations, if applicable), and independently navigate the test delivery system.



Smarter Tools for Teachers
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Let’s review some of the tools available on the new Smarter Tools for Teachers page. Most of these tools should be familiar to educators. 



\

Remote.smartertoolsforteachers.org

Easy one-stop access to the Interim
Assessments, the Sample ltems Website,
practice tests, the Digital Library, and the
Smarter Content Explorer.

Educator Resources Publicly Available Resources
Interim Assessment Items + Sample Items Website
Smarter Content Explorer + Practice Tests
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The site is available at the top of the screen and is presented again at the end of the presentation on the Resources list.  The links in the Tools for Teachers site include the Interim Assessments, the Smarter Content Explorer, the Sample Items Web site, the Digital Library, and the Smarter Balanced Practice Tests.






https://remote.smartertoolsforteachers.org/

Navigating the Resources

Synchronous Teaching Asynchronous Teaching
Meeting with students in real time over web conferences or Posting lessons on a portal, providing packets of activities,
online learning platforms following up with phone calls and emails
For synchronous teaching, Smarter For asynchronous teaching, Smarter
Balanced resources can help teachers: Balanced resources can help teachers:
= Plan instruction + B Planinstruction *
. . Use the formative process in
Use the formative process during sd . p +
Q instruction + support of instruction
. . Assess learning after or between
1= .Assess I?arnlng after or between + i= instruction +
'~ instruction

ﬁ Create homework or other
K Create homework or other + independent activities

independent activities
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Smarter has divided the tools into two categories: those that work with synchronous teaching and those that work well for asynchronous teaching.  In short, which tools are best for you if you are presenting live lessons to students (synchronous teaching)?  For educators who are not working with their students in real time, but preparing packets or lessons for online learning within a portal or site (or asynchronous teaching), certain tools, such as the Interim Assessments, may not be the best tool for you.
Each of the four areas, planning, formative assessment, assessment, and homework or independent activities, provides a drop-down menu with options and links to those tools suggested. 

What is in each of these dropdown menus?
Let’s look.



Drop-Down Menus

B Plan instruction x

» Digital Library: Find activities and lesson plans to Use the formative process during
support the formative assessment process. =* instruction X
» Smarter Content Explorer: Use this site to learn

how test items connect to academic standards.

s Interim assessment items: display individual
questions to students for group discussion or
checking understanding on-the-spot.

* Sample Items Website: Use content-relevant test
questions for additional practice.

1= Assess learning after or between

— instruction

Consider administering test questions to check
student understanding, such as:

* Interim Assessments (if a test administrator is
available)
» A celection of items from Sample ltems Website

E Create homework or other
independent activities

s Sample [tems Website can provide students extra
practice with specific concepts.
* Students can take a Practice Test.
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This is what is offered within each of the drop-down options under the section called Synchronous Teaching tools.  
Again, the real difference between the synchronous and asynchronous tools is the use of specific Interim Assessment items being displayed for students to work on as a “do now,” use as a discussion point for a lesson, provided as a pre or post activity, or used as a formative assessment tool at any point within a lesson.  

The tools that have direct links are:
	The Digital Library – 
	The Smarter Balanced Content Explorer –
	The Sample Items Website –
	And the Practice Tests.

Interim Assessment Items can be directly accessed through the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Portal. 





Using Each of These Resources
for Remote Teaching
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Smarter Content Explorer

Smarter Content Explorer # Balanced

Welcome
Educators!

Assessing the range of knowledge and skills
is important for college and career
readiness. Use this site to learn how test
items connect to academic standards.

Learn More -

Explore Test Development Support

Use the tool below to get started

Grade Subject Claim

Select a Grade

CHOOSE AS MANY AS YOU WANT

HIGH SCHOOL
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The Smarter Content Explorer is a relatively new tool that allows users to search for standards, targets, and items by grade and content area.  Most of the information on this site was originally included in the item specifications.  This is a much more user-friendly version of those documents. 

You would begin by choosing a grade, and then either math or ELA as the subject area.  This is not currently available for NGSS.  After selecting the subject area, choose a claim and begin the search. 



Next Steps in the Smarter
Content Explorer

Use the tool below to get started

Grade Subject Claim
5 ELA

Select a Claim

CHOOSE ONE
1 READING 2 WRITING
3 SPEAKING & g RESEARCH/ Za
LISTENING INQUIRY

@ What is a Claim?

selecta Target - ora Standard -

CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, I have chosen Grade 5, ELA, Claim 4 Research/Inquiry.  From here I can either get help understanding a claim, or choose a target or standard within Claim 4. 


Exploring in Content Explorer

Select a Target

Zr select a Standard instead =

R&l

2. Interpret & Integrate
Inforration

# 3 Analyze Information / Sources

8 & Use Bvidence

@ What is a Target?

Results ¥+
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I selected the option of Target and what I see are the three targets associated with ELA Grade 5 Research/Inquiry.   I now choose a target and select results at the bottom of the screen. 



Results...

3 Results
Grade 5

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MORE

Claim 4
Research / Inquiry

Students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.

Target 2

Interpret & Integrate Information

Grade Standards

Grade 5 RI-1, RI-6, RI-7, RI-2, W-8, W-2
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MORE

Claim 4
Research / Inquiry

Students can engage in research/finquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.

Target 4

Use Evidence

Grade Standards

Grade 5 RI-1, RI-6, RI-7, RI-9, W-1b, W-8,
W-9

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS MORE

Claim &
Research / Inquiry

Students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate topics, and to
analyze, integrate, and present information.

Target 3

Analyze Information / Sources

Grade Standards
Grade 5 RI-7, W-8, W-9
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Each target is explained and those standards associated with the target are listed.  If I choose MORE in the top right corner of any of these boxes…


More Information

Target 2 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
INnterpret &
Claim 4

INntegrate | .
. Research/ Inquiry
| n fo r m a t | O n Students can engage in research/inguiry to investigate topics,

and to analyze, integrate, and present information.

* Target 2 will focus on choosing text and visual elements that

Grade Standards

support a research central idea, key detail, and/or given purpose
Grade 5 RI-1, RI-6, RI-7, RI-9, W-8, W-9

as well as the integration of notes into a central idea or key detail
category. Target 3 will focus on analyzing sources in order to
locate additional information, such as relevant sources of
information and relevant information from visual elements that
will enhance an existing piece of student writing, Target 4 will
focus on using/selecting evidence to support an epinicn, idea or SAMPLE ITEMS
analysis,

All stimuli are discrete and written by the item writer, The stimuli
should be based in fact with acknowledgements in the metadata.
The stimuli must also sound and lock like authentic research,

Overview Standards DOK Evidence Accessibility Stirmuli Task Models
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I receive a detailed explanation, access to the sample items, and the ability to download a PDF of task models, item stems, DOK information, and more. 
From here I might choose a sample item to use with my students.  


Using Sample ltems

=

IE\ I?tudent is writing a research report about the sky. Read the sentences from her report and the directions that
ollow.

It is a clear day in the summer. The sun shines brightly on your face. You lie down on the soft carpet of green grass
and look up at the bright blue sky. Suddenly you ask yourself, "If air has no color, then what makes the sky blue?"

Ch_cgl?se two of the sources that would most likely give the student more information about the ideas she has
written.

O "Sky High,” a story about a boy who grows wings and flies high into the clouds to explore
|| Art from Above, a book which gives directions on how to paint a picture of the Earth and sky

") Ppictures in the Sky, a book which tells all about the different kinds of clouds and how they form

| Science Far Above, a book that gives information about how light rays change the way the sky looks
[ | Summer Days, Summer Ways, a book of fun things to do in the summer when you have nothing to do

! www.how T wonder.com, a website that explains kids' questions about how things happen in nature
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For those educators who are not using live interactive sessions, using the Smarter Balanced sample items allows you to copy and email or post test questions that students can complete and share.  This is a research item for Grade 5 Target 2.


Answer Keys

© About This ltem 2= More Like This * Share

About This [tem

SUBJECT: ELA/literacy

GRADE: Grade?3

CLAIM: 4. Research/Inquiry

TARGET: 2. Interpret & Integrate Information
ITEM TYPE: Multiple Choice

ITEM ID: 182876

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE: 2

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARD: Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

TARGET DESCRIPTION: Locate information to support central ideas and subtopics; Select and integrate information from data or
print and non-print text sources

ANSWER KEY:
c

CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.
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Presentation Notes
Above the item there are options to share, to see more items that are similar, or the About the Item button on the left.  That gives me the answer to the sample item. 



Digital Library Resources

Connections Playlists are built based on student
performance on specific IABs.

Digital Library resources are selected and organized

based on the specific performance categories for an
|AB.

Resources found in the Connections Playlists can
also be used to plan lessons.

Connection Playlists are available for every block in
e ELA and math at each grade! Even for Focused

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF ED
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Presentation Notes
The Digital Library is a secure site that houses thousands of resources for educators, by educators.  The new single sign on means that any teacher with a TIDE username and password can connect to the DL without a separate username and password. 
Here is where we find the Connections Playlists.  These are a collection of resources in the Digital Library that address a progression in skills or understanding for a topic. They are created by trained educators.  They can be used to plan lessons or support instruction. 
These are available for every block in ELA and math at each grade! Even for Focused IABs!




Digital Library Resources

Topic/Theme Above MNear Resource

Distinguish between relevant and Distinguish between relevant and Determine if a source is relevantor  To Bloom or Mot

irrelevant sources from multiple irrelevant sources for a research irrelevant for a research task. to Bloom -
Analyzing Sources sqrres for a research task. task. Distinguish
to Support between relevant
Research and irrelevant

infarmatian from
multiple sources

Determine and explain which Determine which source would Identify whether a source would To Be Relevant
source would provide relevant provide relevant information by provide relevant information for a of lrelevant:

Determine the information by comparing and comparing and contrasting the research task based on a That is the
contrasting the sources with the sources with the purpose of the description of the source, Quiestion!

Relevant Source |, noce of the research task. research task.

That's A Lot of
Junk

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPA
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Presentation Notes
For example, this is a new Playlist designed for the Grade 3, Research, Focused IAB.  This specific block concentrates on Analyzing Information, which focuses on Target 3 only.  There are links to lessons on the right of the performance level descriptors.


AVA and Synchronous
Teaching

Log in to the CT Portal

Assessment

Viewing Applicatinﬂ

Next Generation Science Standards Interim Assessments

Start Interim Elementary School Physical Start Interim Elementary School Earth and
Science - Motion and Stability: 5-PS2-1 Space Science - Earth's Systems 2: 5-ESS2-2
Start Interim Elementary School Earth and Start Interim Elementary School Earth and
Space Science - Weather and Climate: 3- Space Science - Earth's Systems 1: 4-ES$S52-1

ESS241

CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.
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Presentation Notes
Log in to the CT Portal and choose the Assessment Viewing Application.
Select a grade.  Remember that NGSS Interims are by grade band, so choose Grade 5 for students in Grades 3, 4, 5, or Grade 8 for students in Grades 6, 7, 8, or HS for HS students. 

Browse items from AVA by grade and content area (math, English language arts, and science) to meet specific learning purposes and goals.  You can show an item on the screen at the beginning of a lesson to use as a “do now” while students are getting signed in to the platform.  You can use these items to reinforce a skill, or model a new concept, or you can use them at the end of a lesson as a short assessment to check for comprehension.




Available Resources

» Tools for Teachers: Remote Teaching and
earning

» CSDE Comprehensive Assessment Program
Portal

» Quick Guide to Administer Interim
Assessments Remotely

» How to Activate an Interim Assessment Test
Session

» Next Generation Science Standards Test
Administration Quick Guide

CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.
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Presentation Notes
We have three slides of linked resources that may help you in using any of these tools remotely.   Some of these are new, such as the Tools for Teachers, Remote Teaching and Learning link.  Also the Quick Guide to Administering Interim Assessments Remotely. 

https://remote.smartertoolsforteachers.org/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Quick-Guide-to-Administer-Interim-Assessments-Remotely_Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Interim-Assessments/CT_How_to_Activate_Test_Session_Interim_Brochure_RG_070919.pdf?la=en
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/NGSS-Interim-Assessments_Quick-Guide_2019-2020_FINAL.pdf

Available Resources

» How to Assign Students Interim Grades

» Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated
Supports for English Learners

» Manually Entering Designated Supports and
Accommodations

» Assistive Technology Manual

» How to Activate a Test Session Smarter
Balanced Interim Assessments

» 2019-20 Smarter Balanced Interim
SF - ssessment Overview

ACSDE CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.
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Presentation Notes
The Assistive Technology Manual is new this spring 2020 and addresses the use of assistive technology for students with significant physical disabilities who rely on that.

https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/QuickGuide-InterimGrades_final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT-1920-Embedded-and-Non-Embedded-Designated-Supports-for-English-Learners_FINAL.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Manually_Entering_Designated_Supports_and_Accommodations_Brochure_Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/Assistive-Technology-Manual_Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_How_to_Activate_Test_Session_Interim_Brochure_Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Interim-Assessments/CT-interim-assessments-overview-2019-10-25-19.pdf?la=en

Available Resources

» CSDE Interim Assessment Web Page

Assessment Guidelines

v

» Test Delivery System Test Administrator User
Guide

» Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) User
Guide

» AlIRWays Reporting System User Guide

» Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Test
Administration Manual

CONNECTICUT STATE DEP.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We encourage you to contact us with questions or concerns that might arise as you use these resources in very different ways than we have in the past.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-Interim-Assessments
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/2019-20-Assessment-Guidelines-LIVE-11.12.19_MASTER.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/TA_User_Guide_Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT-AVA-User-Guide-Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/AIRWays-Reporting-Guide.pdf
https://ct.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/51/urlt/CT_Smarter_Balanced_Interim_Test_Administration-Manual_Final.pdf

Contact Information

Abe Krisst

Bureau Chief, Student Assessment
Performance Office
Abe.Krisst@ct.gov

860-713-6894

Dr. Cristi Alberino, ELA CSDE
Education Consultant 860-713-6860
Performance Office ctstudentassessment@ct.gov

Cristi.Alberino@ct.qgov
860-713-6862

Jen Chou

Program Director
Cambium Assessment, Inc.
1.844.202.7583
cthelpdesk@air.org
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Presentation Notes
Here you can find the email and phone numbers for me or Abe, and the CSDE main number and email.  We have also listed the Help Line number and email for educators to use when they encounter technical issues.
Please stay safe and healthy.  �Thank you for joining us!

mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Abe.Krisst@ct.gov
mailto:cthelpdesk@air.org
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