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This document provides an overview of the NGSS Interim Assessments and 
how to access resources that support their use with students in the classroom.
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NGSS Assessments for Connecticut

* Formative and interim assessment resources come from a variety of 
sources and are shared by states around the country. 

The CT State Department of Education supports the use of a variety of assessment 
resources for use by local school districts.  The goal is to provide useful information 
for various purposes and audiences in support of student learning.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/NGSS-Science/Science-Assessment-Resources.pdf
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What are the NGSS Interim Assessments?

Set of assessment items available for use throughout the year by all CT 
public schools.  Items are very similar to those on the summative tests.

Can be used as practice, to evaluate student learning or as an 
instructional tool.

Each item is aligned to a single NGSS Performance Expectation.

Available at three grade bands: 3-5, 6-8, 9-12.

Maintained by Cambium Assessment Inc. for use in client states across 
the country.
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What types of NGSS Interim Assessment items are available?

NGSS Interim Assessment items come in two types:
• Shorter, stand-alone items with 1 or 2 interactions
• Longer Item clusters with several interactions

All items include a real-world scenario and ask students to use the science and 
engineering practices to apply their understanding of disciplinary core ideas 
and crosscutting concepts to make sense of phenomena or solve a problem.

Items include a variety of interaction constructs including:

See the NGSS Interim 
Assessment Quick Guide 
for a complete listing of 
all items available.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
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How do I access the NGSS Interim Assessments?

Educators may view the NGSS interim assessments using the 
Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) which can be accessed on 
the Assessment web portal: https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com 

Access to the interims requires 
an account in the assessment 
web portal set up by the District 
Test Administrator.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
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How do I administer the NGSS Interim Assessments to students?

The NGSS Interim Assessment 
Quick Guide includes complete 
instructions on how to administer 
the items to students in the 
classroom. 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
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What supports and accommodations are available for the interims?

Most of the available supports and accommodations for students 
with special needs that are available for the state summative tests 
are also available for the interim assessments.  

For more information, 
see the Interim 
Assessment guide 
available on the CT State 
Department of Education 
web site.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Interim-Assessments/InterimAssessments-FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Interim-Assessments/InterimAssessments-FINAL.pdf
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What results are available from the NGSS Interim Assessments?

Student results from 
the NGSS Interim 
Assessments are 
available through 
the Centralized 
Reporting System 
(CRS).  Results are 
available at the 
individual student, 
classroom, school or 
district levels. 

See the NGSS Interim Assessment Quick Guide for information on reporting.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
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How do I access the NGSS Interim Assessment answer keys?

The answer keys can be accessed by logging into TIDE on the assessment 
web portal: https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com.  On the home page, click 
on General Resources, then Interim Assessment Materials as shown 
below.  There is an answer key for each grade band.

Access to the interim answer keys requires an account in the 
assessment web portal set up by the District Test Administrator.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/
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How were the NGSS Interim Assessments developed?

The items are developed and owned by Cambium Assessment Inc.  All items 
have been reviewed by committees of science educators in the participating 
states and are field tested with students at Grades 5, 8, and 11.  

The interim items are part of a larger assessment item bank used for the 
state summative tests administered in the spring each year.  The same item 
specifications are used for the summative and interim items.

Note: All interim assessment items are considered to be semi-secure.  This means 
that the items are available to CT public school educators to view and administer 
to students, but they are not available to the public.  Educators should not share 
any interim items outside the school setting. 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/ngss-assessment-item-specifications
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/ngss-assessment-item-specifications
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Where can I find more information about the NGSS Interim Assessments?

The CT State Department of Education web site includes a page that 
provides more information about the NGSS and Smarter Balanced 
Interim Assessments.  This includes ways the interims might be used 
to support student learning in the classroom.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-Interim-Assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-Interim-Assessments
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Questions or 
feedback 
about the 
NGSS Interim 
Assessments?

Contact:
Jeff Greig
Education Consultant, Science 
Assessment
CT State Department of Education
Jeff.greig@ct.gov
(860) 713-6854

mailto:Jeff.greig@ct.gov
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