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Presentation Notes
Welcome to our webinar on the updated 2017-2018 Smarter Balanced Teacher Hand Scoring System. 

This presentation provides detailed, step-by-step instructions on how to use the Teacher Hand Scoring System to score open-ended student responses to the Interim Assessments. 

I’d like to introduce myself.
I am Dr. Cristi Alberino, ELA Consultant for the Bureau of Student Assessment. I have worked for the Connecticut State Department of Education for more than 12 years, and served in a national leadership role with the Smarter Balanced Consortium with a focus on English Language Arts across Grades 3-8 and high school. 
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Presentation Notes
In this presentation, I will quickly review the uses of the Interim Assessment Blocks.  There are several resources that support the scoring of the interim assessments, which I will discuss before I delve into how to access and use the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Teacher Hand Scoring System.  This system is used to score the open-ended responses in ELA and math.  

To support instructional next steps in mathematics and English language arts/literacy instruction, information on the Digital Library, and a number of practical applications will be presented. 

Please feel free to contact our office at 860-713-6860 with any questions you have following this presentation.
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Interims: Purpose and Intent
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The quick answer to explain the purpose and intent of the Interims is: The Interims are a way to check student progress and to gather information about learning that can alter the instruction provided.  Interims offer flexibility, and both the math and the ELA interims can be used for professional development or in class with students in a variety of ways.  The State Department of Education is not dictating if, or when you use the interims, but I will caution you to keep in mind the purposes and appropriate uses of these assessments.

And I need to point out that the interims benefit students as well as teachers because they allow students the chance to practice on a subset of grade-level appropriate, focused skills in math and ELA using an online platform—the same online platform they will use when they take the summative assessment. 

The interim blocks include all types of items that are also used on the summative assessments. The exposure to the expectations within the system is important – and responding to open-ended items in ELA or on the Math and ELA Performance Tasks allows students the opportunity to actually showcase their work and strategic thinking in a way that cannot be captured by computer-scored items.

Interims provide a snap shot of students’ abilities in a specific skill area.
There is a menu of interim assessments available across Grades 3-8 and HS in both Math and ELA.  And, they can be used off grade level.

Interims are brief and measure a focused set of skills.

The results can be used to identify strengths and weaknesses both at the individual or group level, and help inform next steps for supporting student learning.  

This can lead to collaborative conversations about teaching within and even across grades.  For instance, perhaps a Grade 4 class is struggling with a mathematical skill. Since the mathematics standards are built on progressions, this may be because they missed something in Grade 3.  In addition, since the topics are divided into blocks containing grade-appropriate skills, teachers can see a natural fit of the blocks within the curriculum.  








Benefits of Hand Scoring
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The Smarter Balanced Teacher Hand Scoring System is intended to be a self-guided process, where users can take the appropriate time to access the rubrics and ancillary material to then score student responses. 

On a global scale, the scoring rubrics and ancillary training materials allow for scoring calibration to a fixed rubric that provides a consistent ruler among scorers and help them better understand the expectations of the skills being measured.

Across grade levels, content areas, and item types, the THSS materials are formatted in similar styles. Each item has a rubric, training guide, and exemplar set.

Hand scoring allows teachers to interpret strengths and weaknesses for student performance on the specific skills being assessed.

Student responses can be one piece of evidence used as a measure by teachers to evaluate student understanding and determine next instructional steps.



Hand Scoring

 Hand scoring of the interim assessments is a
local responsibility.

 Educators will use the same scoring rules as
the summative assessment.

e Training Is essential to provide optimal levels
of reliability and validity when interpreting
test results.
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Hand scoring of the interim assessments is a local responsibility. 

It is critical that teachers/hand-scorers read the Teacher Hand Scoring System User Guide thoroughly and are familiar with the supporting documents (i.e., scoring rubrics located in the Training Guide and anchors located in the Exemplar Guide) to ensure accuracy when scoring student responses.

The hand scoring training materials are available for download in TIDE. 




B .
How are Interim Assessments Scored?
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The Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS) is the one platform that supports the scoring of  open-ended items used by the interim assessments. It is accessed on the CT Assessment Portal with a TIDE username/password and provides teacher access to open-ended student responses and the ancillary scoring rubrics and training guides that are associated with those specific items.

The first step prior to accessing interim results is to determine if the administered block contains items that are machine scored only, a combination of machine-scored and hand-scored items, or solely hand-scored items (as in the Brief Write blocks). Use the ELA and Math Interim Assessment Crosswalk documents available in TIDE to determine which items require hand scoring.

Access to data via the AIR Ways reporting system will be dependent on the types of items comprised within the block. For example, blocks that are entirely machine scored will yield immediately available results through AIR Ways. However, blocks containing open-ended items will require teacher training for hand scoring, and the actual scoring of these items using the Teacher Hand Scoring System before the data is available for that particular block. 



Which Blocks Require Hand Scoring?

Read Literary Text

N SN S S S

Read Informational Text
Brief Writes
ELA Performance Task

Math Performance Task
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These blocks all contain one or more items that require hand scoring.
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Before you begin scoring in the THSS, there are a number of things you can do to familiarize yourself with this tool and the various resources that coincide with it. 


S
Teacher Hand Scoring System Overview

Test

Administered
(TDS)

Test Score
Submitted Reported
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Once a student takes a test in the Test Delivery System (TDS) and submits it, the TDS forwards hand-scored responses to the THSS for scoring, where authorized users can view student responses to each item, enter scores, and mark them with condition codes as necessary. After hand scoring is complete, the student’s scores are forwarded to the Online Reporting System (ORS) and AIR Ways, where they become available for authorized users to view, download, and print.




Step 1: Planning and Preparations

Assessment
Viewing Applicatina
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The Assessment Viewing Application allows educators with TIDE access to view interim assessments for planning and preparation. It also provides educators with information about focused concepts and skills assessed within a given IAB.

The items presented in AVA are the actual interim assessment items and are presented exactly as students view them when completing the IAB.


Navigating the CT Portal
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For any questions on how to use the various systems in the portal, and to find brochures and quick guides for making a roster or administering an Interim, use the Resources tab, as shown on the slide. 


Navigating the CT Portal

Home Get Started v Resourcesw FAQSs Supported Browsers

SSMENT PROGRAM POR

\! Recent Announcements

v Students & AIR System Hardware Upgrade—Systems Offline August
l Families e

AlR systems are undergeoing a hardware upgrade from Friday, August
18 — Sunday, August 20, 2017 All systems (TIDE, TDS, ORS, AIR
Whays, AVA) will be offline during this time.

— Smarter Balanced Added July 26, 2017
iLO Assessment e As a reminder: For Windows users, if your school has

NeoSpeech voice packs installed on your computers used
or the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessments with

x*t—to-Speech, you will need to renew your NeoSpeech
ice pack licenses.

fCAPT

2nce
te- Schools do not need to re-install the voice pack

foware, only the licenses. To ensure that your
computer’s voice packs continue to function as expected,
please download the updated licenses in TIDE under
General Resources = Download Voice Pack and transfer
the licenses to the appropriate license folders on

Smarter Balanced

Assessment
SS Pilot

Windows machines following the instructions awvailable in
the Updating the NeoSpeech Licenses document. On May
3, 2017, the current license for the Julie voice packs will

Connecticut
Alternate

Assessments expire.
Added May 2. 2017
e e = The test window for the Next Generation Science
School Day Standards (NGSS) Assessment Filot is from May 15t o

May 26™. For participating districts, several resources
are now available. These resources are appropriate for

schools that were randomly selected for the pilot and

Technology also for those that volunteered to participate. These
Resources

resources include:

Bl &€ Tamarmla Iramac ara aseailabla A sl alaoanomr e
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Choose the Smarter Balanced Assessment button on the left side of the page.  This gives you access to systems associated with Smarter Balanced, such as the Digital Library, Practice & Training Tests, Manuals for Online Testing, and Smarter Balanced Resources.


_Locating TIDE

b

Test Administration TIDE
i) [

System

o
™ = TIDE
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7 o o
TA Practice & Teacher Hand Practice & Training
Training Site Scoring System Tests
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Diigital Library Test Administration Assessment
Certification Wiewing Application
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AlR Ways Reporting Data Entry Interface Smarter Balanced
Resources
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Manuals for Online
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Locate the TIDE link in the top row.  You should have a TIDE username and password from your district. See your District Administrator if one is needed.


TIDE Access

EIAIR

AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH"

Please Log In

Enter your username and
password to log into air B Ema” Address
assessment online systems.

Once you log in, you will

automatically be directed to Password
your selected system.
Need More Help?

If you forgot your password or

need a new password, please
use the Forgot Your Password Secure Login
link to reset it.

Forgot Your Password?

Help Desk Information First Time Login This
Connecticut: 2

1-844-202-7583 / School Year?

e s The password you used during the previous
Lol school year has expired.

1-844-218-1184 /

vthelpdesk@air.org Request a new one for this school year.
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Step 1: Planning and Preparations

¥

Administration: CT Comprehensive Assessmi

$ General Resources w| () Help g Inbox 8 Manage
Dovnload Voice Pack

THSS Material

Preparing for Testing Administering Tests After Testing

& Monitoring Test Progress t,f"‘ Data Cleanup
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Now I want you to be able to access the THSS materials, which will help prepare you to score student responses from the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments. 
 
The materials are located in zip files by content and grade level. They can be downloaded and/or printed. 

You will also find a crosswalk document for ELA and mathematics that highlights each open-ended item in the IABs and ICAs.



Step 1: Planning and Preparations

his page allows you fo access and download™ the English Tanguage ars/iteracy (ELA) and mathematics grades 3—5 and 17 Teacher Hand Scoring System mat
IThe PDFs are organized by grade level. The name of each PDF provides the grade level, item number, and interim item type. Two documents are available for e
Once you have located a specific grade-level item, click on the PDF name to view each document. The TG is the overview and support material for how to score
Refer to the ELA and Math Interim Assessment crosswalk documents for information on how to use the Training Guides and Exemplar. These content specific cr
Comprehensive Assessment.

* While these matenals may be downloaded and printed, they should be used only for classroom, building- or district-level fraining. These materialzs should not be posted or distributed to teachers or oth

IThe following links are for downloading THSS materials:

ELA Interim_Assessments Scoring Materials_Iltem_IDs_Crosswalk pdf
Math_Interim_Assessments_Scoring_Materials_Item_1Ds Crosswalk pdf

nterim_Assessment _Training Guides and Exemplars zip

Close
ELA THSS Materials File folder
Math THSS Materials File folder
¢] ELA Interim Assessments Scoring M... PDF Document 269KB No
'#] Math Interim Assessments Scoring .. PDF Document 181 KB No
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Once there you can download the bottom folder entitled Interim Assessment Training Guides and Exemplars.  If you choose not to access the materials through TIDE, these materials are also accessible in the THSS after students have completed the interim assessment, but only for the particular item being scored.



S
Step 1: Planning and Preparations

Tﬂ (#1, IAB) BriefWrite Item22764 EX.. PDF Document
Tﬂ (#1, IAB) BriefWrite Item22764 1G... PDF Document

Tﬂ (#2, IAB) BriefWrite [tem32058 EX... PDF Document
Tﬂ #2, 1AB) BriefWrite [tem32058 TG... PDF Document

(#
Tﬂ (#3, IAB) BriefWrite [tem22853 EX.. PDF Document
Tﬂ (#3, IAB) BriefWrite Item22853 1G... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#4, IAB) BriefWrite I[tem30588 EX... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#4, IAB) BriefWrite [tem30588 TG... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#5, IAB) BriefWrite Item27695 EX... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#5, IAB) BriefWrite Item27695 TG... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#6, IAB) BriefWrite Item22889 EX... PDF Document
Tﬂ (#b, IAB) BriefWrite [tem22889 TG... PDF Document
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Each folder contains an item specific rubric, a Training Guide (labeled “TG”), and Exemplar set (labeled “EX”), for each hand-scored item.

Every training guide contains the item specific stimulus, item stem, target specific rubric, condition code, and a target chart.  The condition codes are the only part that is the same for reading, research, and brief writes; the full write codes provide a more extensive list.

These materials are also accessible in the THSS after students have completed the interim assessment, but only for the particular item being scored.

If you open one of the documents, you will find:
Instructions that provide step by step directions for using the materials;
A Stimulus, which is the passage or text to which students are asked to respond; 
An Item stem, which could be the question or task that students are asked to complete;
A target specific rubric that you should use to score student responses;
A list of condition codes to use during scoring to identify reasons that responses are not scorable; And, every TG contains a target chart that shows those targets and standards associated with the claim to which the item aligns.


At any point throughout the year you can move through the self-guided documents to train alone, or you can train your colleagues.  These materials can be printed out or you can work through them on your computer.  
Just remember not to post these electronically or share them publicly as these test materials are non public.


Step 1: Planning and Preparations

TIDE v
- = X Administration: CT Comprehensive Assessment 2017-2018 | Role: STATE
ConNecTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CSDE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM QGeneral Resources v @ Help & Inbox 2 Manage Account w E Log out
Find StudentbyID @
ff
Preparing for Testing Administering Tests After Testing

% Monitoring Test Progress

e,/ ** Data Cleanup o

]? Students 6 Print Testing Tickets

1]  Test Settings and Tools Q Appeals 1

i
|

' ﬁ"; Rosters o
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Before I leave TIDE, there is one more valuable resource I want to share. 
Click on your Inbox on the top right of the screen.


Step 1: Planning and Preparations

@
Dashboard Q
. Created , Expiration _ Expires _ .
@ _ FEosil File Name v on Date n Actions v
Files
2017-2018 Smarter Balanced Interim 9/25/2017 n/a ‘ ‘
! Assessment Keys. zZif 55750 PM ' —
= View yeam ’ =]
Archives
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Here you will find the new Smarter Balanced Interim Answer Keys.  When downloaded, you will find two folders designated by ELA and Math. Within the folder, you will find that files are available for IAB and the ICA and clearly labeled by grade.



Step 2: Administration

Test Administration
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When administering the tests to students, teachers will use the same Test Administration site used to administer the summative assessments.  Teachers can use TIDE to monitor student progress throughout the testing by selecting the corresponding tab under the Administering Tests application.
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Now students have completed their interim blocks and several of those blocks contained one or more open-ended items.  In order to see the results, you have to score those open-ended items in the THSS.


Teacher Hand Scoring Roles

Scorer
— Score items assighed to them
— Reassign items assighed to tm

Score Manager
— Assign items to scorers
— Score items assigned to them
— Reassign any items

*The test proctor will have access to the items
completed by the students in that test session.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Teacher Hand Scoring System there are two types of roles that authorized users can have: these roles are Scorer and Score Manager. Users will not see these roles in TIDE, but they are assigned based on TIDE user roles. For example, any user with a Teacher or Test Administrator role in TIDE is automatically a Scorer, and a Test Coordinator is automatically a Score Manager. We’ll talk about access as Scorer and Score Manager, but remember these are THSS access roles not TIDE access roles.

The primary difference between a Scorer and a Score Manager has to do with reassigning items for scoring. Scorers may only reassign items that are currently assigned to them. Score Managers may reassign any item in their school.

As I move through the screenshots of the THSS, I will provide images of score managers’ access to delineate between the levels of roles. 


Access the THSS from TIDE

Administration: C

o I OF EDUCATION
GR@General Resourcesw (@D Help g |

Online Reporting System

TA Training Site

Test Administration

Interim Teacher Hand Scoring System (THSS)

AlIR Ways Reporting

Assessment Viewing Application (AVA)
Preparing for Testing A
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Just a note that you can move between the various systems associated with The Smarter Balanced Assessments once you are signed in to any application.  Simply access the drop down arrow at the top left of your screen and you will find the other connecting applications.  


Navigating the CT Portal

Home Get Started v Resourcesw FAQSs Supported Browsers

CoONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF ED
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM POR

\! Recent Announcements

v Students & AIR System Hardware Upgrade—Systems Offline August
l Families e

AlR systems are undergeoing a hardware upgrade from Friday, August
18 — Sunday, August 20, 2017 All systems (TIDE, TDS, ORS, AIR
Whays, AVA) will be offline during this time.

— Smarter Balanced Added fuly 26, 201
iLO Assessment e As a reminder: For Windows users, if your school has

NeoSpeech voice packs installed on your computers used
or the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessments with

xt—to-Speech, you will need to renew your NeoSpeech

fCAPT
ence

ice pack licenses.

te- Schools do not need to re-install the voice pack
foware, only the licenses. To ensure that your
computer’s voice packs continue to function as expected,
55 Pilot please download the updated licenses in TIDE under
General Resources = Download Voice Pack and transfer

Smarter Balanced
Assessment

the licenses to the appropriate license folders on

Windows machines following the instructions awvailable in

Connecticut the Updating the MeoSpeech Licenses document. On May
Alternate 3, 2017, the current license for the Julie voice packs will
Assessments expire.
Added May 2, 2017

e e = The test window for the Mext Generation Science

School Day Standards (MNGS5) Assessment Pilot is from May 15t o

May 26™. For participating districts, several resources
are now available. These resources are appropriate for

schools that were randomly selected for the pilot and

Technology also for those that volunteered to participate. These
Resources

resources include:
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If you want to access the THSS from the portal, choose the Smarter Balanced Assessment button on the left side of the page.  This gives you access to systems associated with Smarter Balanced.
 


Locating THSS

b

Test Administration TIDE Online Reporting
System
i "] i
TA Practice & Teacher Hand Practice & Training
Training Site Scoring System Tests
|
% O . R
- = l
Diigital Library Test Administration Assessment
Certification Wiewing Application
ith| o

Teacher Hamd
Scoring System

©

AlR Ways Reporting
-]

Data Entry Interface
[*)

n

Smarter Balanced
Resources

Manuals for Online
Testing
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Take a moment to identify the THSS application. 





Logging In to THSS

Login

Forgot Your Password?

First Time Login This School Year?

The password you used during the
previous school year has expired.

Request a new one for this school year.
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Once you arrive at the THSS log in page, enter your user name and password, and then click Secure Login to continue.


Home Page for Teachers (TE)
m e ———

AWEL; Teacher Hand Scoring Logged in as ct-teS0@training.user

Logged in as ct-te50@training.user Help Logout

Test: | Select T... ~ | Session: | selects.. ~ | Items: | selectt...

4
./

0 Student Name Item # Session Status Score

(0 Henry, Murphy 22775: ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-d4c4-16 Not Scored Score
U Smith, Jane 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-d4c4-16 Tentatively Scored Score
([ Smith, Jane 22818: ELA: Bottled Water Q6 ct-d4c4-16 Not Scored Score
U Henry, Murphy 22818: ELA: Bottled Water Q6 ct-ddc4-16 Not Scored Score
([ Henry, Murphy 27707: ELA: Ball in Tree Q1 ct-d4c4-16 Not Scored Score
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The first screen that appears is the Response List page. 

For Scorers, this page will automatically show all responses assigned to them for scoring. Responses are assigned by default to the TA who proctored the session in which the student submitted the test.



Home Page for
School Coordinators (SC)

E Navigate to another application Logged in as cnstial@sbcglobalnet Help Logout
Smarter . .
Balanced Teacher Hand Scoring System - Response List
Test: | Select Tes... v | Session: | gelectSe... v | Grades: | Select Gr.. v | Subjects: | gelectSu... | Scorers: | gelectSe... v | Items: | Sgject Ite
Student Name Item 4 Session Status Assigned To Score
Baker, Ella 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-4c37-15 Not Scored Teacher Twenty Seven
San Suu Kyi, Aung 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-4c37-15 Not Scored Teacher Twenty Two
Timberlake, Justin 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-e7ds-22 Not Scored Teacher Thirty Five
Chanel, CoCo 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-4c37-15 Not Scored Teacher Twenty Five
Marshall, Thurgood 22775 ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-98f6-17 Not Scored Teacher Six
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Score Managers will see all responses in their jurisdiction (usually the school).
Session is the  ID of the session in which the student completed the test containing this response.
Status of “Not Scored” indicates the response still needs to be scored.
“Tentatively Scored” indicates the response was scored, but still needs to be marked as complete.
Assigned To names the scorer to whom the response is currently assigned.
Score is where you can Click the score button to enter a score for the response. If you are a Score Manager, you can only enter scores for responses that are assigned to you.


Filtering and Sorting

Test: | Select Test . s || Session: | Sglact Session... v | ltems: | Sglect items. v

Select Test Item Session Status Score
Interim ELA Grade 4 = Tt - .

Read Informationa 22775: ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2 ct-ddc4-16 Tematively Scored Score
Texts |AB

Interim ELA Grade 5 22618; ELA: Bottled Water Q6 ct-ddc4-16 Not Scored Score
Brief Writes IAB

Smin, Jane 27707 ELA: Ball in Tree Q1 ct-ddc4-16 Not Scored Score
Smith, Jane 30680: ELA: Spacewalk Q3 ct-ddcd-16 Not Scored Score
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All users can filter the responses that appear in the response list table using the drop-down lists for Test, Session, and Items. Score Managers can additionally filter the table by grade, subject, and/or assigned Scorer.

When you open a drop-down list above the table, you can either select a response shown in the list, or type in your own keyword to use as a filter. The table will show only the items that match your filter.

Items in the table may be sorted by clicking on the header of the column you wish to sort by. Click “Student Name” to sort the items by students' name. Click “Item” to sort the items by item name. Click “Session” to sort the items by session ID. Click “Status” to sort the items based on whether they have been scored.




Scoring Responses

Student Name ltem y Session Status Score

Burger, James 91478: ELA: Salt Q40 ct-d4cd-16 Not Scored Score
Wagner, Ashley 91478 ELA: Salt Q40 ct-d4cd-16 Not Scored Score
Hamilton, Scott 91478: ELA: Salt Q40 ct-d4cd-16 Not Scored Score
Henry, Murphy 32072: ELA: Salt Crystals Q4 ct-d4cd-16 Not Scored Score
Smith, Jane 32072: ELA: Salt Crystals Q4 ct-d4cd-16 Not Scored Score
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When you click the score button next to an item, the Score Response page for that item will appear. 


Student’s Response

<< Back to Response List

Item 22775: ELA: Rebuilding a Bike Q2
Status : Not Scored  Test : Interim ELA Grade 5 Brief Writes |AB

<< Previous Response Next Response >>

Session : CT-D4C4-16  Student : Henry, Murphy

C o Rubric Exemplar Training Guides
L ol Response
B scoring
Scoring Criteria Points  Score Condition Code
Correct Answer 2 Select v Not Applicable v
Submit Score
<< Back to Response List << Previous Response Next Response >>
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First, in the Rubric section, review the rubric description for the item to be scored. 

To view anchor papers, click on Exemplar tab.

To view instructions for scoring each item response, and to view the item’s stimulus, question or task, click the Training Guides tab. 

Once these are open for the specific item you are scoring, you can download the files to your computer.  So if you choose not to go into TIDE to access all the documents at once, you can get only those for the items you are actively scoring here in the THSS.

You also have the response section that contains the item stem and the student’s response. 

And lastly, the scoring section where you can document their score or condition code. 

While scoring, you may find it helpful to expand or collapse sections by clicking the plus or minus sign in the upper-left corner of that section.


Scoring the Response

and/or explains who the characters are.

Jason had an old bike with a lot of rust on 1it. He didn't know how to fix 1t so he asked his dad to help
him fix the rusty thing.

= Scoring

Scoring Criteria Points Condition Code
Correct Answer 2 Not Applicable v
<< Back to Response List Previous Response Next Response >>

Submit Score
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In order to assign a score to a response, use the drop down menu.  Scorers can move between responses with the “next response” button, or return to the original list of students and items taken by choosing the “back to response list” button.  But, scores are not logged into the system until you click SUBMIT SCORE.  If you move on without submitting the score, you will need to return to this page eventually to submit the score. 


Completing Item Responses

Presley, Elvis 32072: ELA: Salt Crystals Q4 ct-98f6-17 Not Scored Score

Presley, Elvis D Marked Students Complete? X —

¥  Are you sure that the selected students should be marked as

Presley, Elvis . .
Y ) complete? This action cannot be reversed. | Score
_ T
Showing 1 to 7 of 7 entries 1 Next Last
f 3
Mark Selected as Complete Cancel
B 5
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When you have finished scoring responses, you will need to submit the scores. 

To submit scored items, mark the checkbox to the left of each scored response on the Response page, and click the button labeled Mark Selected as Complete, which is located at the bottom of the page.

Once an item is marked complete, it is immediately submitted and can no longer be edited or viewed in the THSS.  

Once all of a student’s items for a specific test have been scored and marked complete, the student’s score for the entire test will become available in the Online Reporting System and/or AIR Ways. All open-ended responses can be viewed in the AIR Ways system, but no edits may be made to the item response or the score it received.



“Machine-Scored ELA Performance Task
Full-Write

Figure 9. Machine-5Scored Responses

Scoring Criteria Points Score Condition Code

Organization/Purpose 4 3 (Machine Score) | - Mot Applicable
Evidence/Elaboration 4 1 (Machine Score) E Mot Applicable
Conventions 2 Z (Machine Score) E Mot Applicable
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The Test Delivery System will  now automatically suggest a preliminary score on the ELA Performance Task Full-Write. These responses are displayed as “Tentatively Scored” (as displayed on your screen). Scorers will need to review the scoring rubrics, Exemplars, and Training Guides, and approve or modify the final scores across the three scoring criteria/indices before submitting a final score. The machine-scored suggestion is only available for the ELA Performance Task Full-Write. 






Reassigning Responses

ASHLEY HOGSTAD

ZOEY UNRLUH

ALEXCIS HACKNER

Marshmallow Experiment

Marshmallow Experiment

Marshmallow Experiment

TEST-5777-1 Not Scored Score i

Showing 1 1o 25 of 111 entries

First

Reassign All Selected

Reassign Selected Responses ®

Reassign Selected Responses To

Select a Scorer

Reassign Cancel
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Whoever administers an IAB using the Test Administration System will have all of those open-ended student responses automatically assigned to them in the THSS.  
�A school or district administrator OR the teacher to whom the responses are assigned can reassign them by checking the box to the left of the student’s name, and clicking the Reassign all Selected button.  A dropdown menu will appear asking that a new scorer be selected from those within your district.  Then by simply clicking reassign, the student’s responses are the responsibility of the new scorer.  

Please note that only one scorer can score a response.  Once scored, they are no longer accessible in the Teacher Hand Scoring System. 
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I am sure all of you are familiar with the ELA Interim Assessment Blocks, but I have a useful chart to let you know which blocks require hand scoring. 


English Language Arts

Interim Assessment Blocks

Read Literary Texts Jj )

Read Informational Texts *

Edit/Revise

Brief Writes *’

Listen/Interpret

Research

Narrative Performance Task i

Informational Performance Task
Explanatory Performance Task

Opinion Performance Task *,

Argument Performance Task
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The blocks represented by a star indicate that there are items requiring hand scoring.  In ELA, all grades from 3-7 and 11 have the same blocks available.  Grade 8 has fewer blocks in writing.




Smarter Balanced ELA
Content Specifications

Smarter
Balanced

Assessment Consortium

Content Specifications
for the Summative Assessment of the
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy
in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects

https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/app
endix-b-grade-level-tables.pdf
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The Smarter Balanced Content Specifications also provides detailed information about the assessment targets. Assessment targets for each claim provide more detail about the range of content, alignment to the standards, and Depth of Knowledge levels being assessed. 

Content Specifications can be located on the Smarter Balanced website.




https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/appendix-b-grade-level-tables.pdf

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A Scoring Note...




Using THSS Materials

 Read the Training Guide

e Closely examine each Exemplar and the
corresponding annotation

 Take notes on each paper delineating
differences in score points

e Pay attention to line papers

« Complete the Check Set as a practice or
calibration
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In effort to fully understand the expectations of the hand scoring process, we have outlined steps that will help ensure calibration and accuracy in scoring.


Using Rubrics - Practice

Remember:

Read the stimulus and item stem first

Read the rubric

Read the papers and provide a
score for each

Keep notes to justify your score

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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How are the Interim Assessment
Block Scores Reported?
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Now that you are familiar with how to score student responses, you need to know how scores for the Interim Assessment Blocks are reported. 


Interim Assessment Block (IAB) Scores

 The |IABs are reported in AIR Ways using a
performance category

o Above
o At/Near
o Below

 This is very similar to the claim achievement
category on the Summative.

e The IAB performance categories are
determined the same way as the summative
claim score categories

Raw

. Performance
score/item

Scale score Compare to

standard cut category
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First, [CLICK] the IABs are reported using what is called a “performance category,” and you’ll notice that they have the same names as the summative claim achievement categories. 
So, hopefully it won’t surprise you that we use the same process [CLICK] as was used to determine the claim scores on these performance categories.

[CLICK] A combination of raw score and item difficulty results in [CLICK] a scale score and a standard error. 
Then we [CLICK] compare to the standard cut for that grade level and content area, 
which [CLICK] then gives us the performance category.


Item difficulty across the content
The IABs are groups of items about similar topics. 
IABs with harder content likely have more items with higher difficulty values.

Raw points on one IAB topic cannot be compared to raw points on another IAB topic.

Let’s look at item difficulty and how it contributes to a score.  
Some IABs have content that is harder (in general) for students than other topics. This means that IABs with harder content will have items with higher difficulty levels….which leads to higher scale scores.





'S
ELA Grade 3 Claim Performance

2700

2600

2500 -

2400 i

2300

2200

Student A StudentB StudentC StudentD StudentE StudentF StudentG
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This diagram may help you better understand the three performance categories.  
For grade 3, the cut score between levels 2 and 3 is 2432.  So if a student has a scale score of 2431 they are in the 2 performance level.  AT 2432 or above is a three.  

The black line in this diagram represents the 2/3 line when scores are reported out in one of four performance levels (1: does not meet the standard; 2 approaching, 3 meets and 4 exceeds). 

When a score is clearly above the line (blue dot) not only in the scale score, but considering the SEM as well, it is Above.
When a scaled score including the SEM is completely below the line, it is below.  When the scale score including the SEM touches that LINE, it is at or near.

In short, when reporting the Performance Category for an IAB, the 2/3 levels are combined and classified as one category (At/Near).  




ACSDE
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Connecting Interim
Results to the Classroom
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The goal here is to incorporate all the information we have collected into our teaching.  But first, you need to know how to access the results of the Blocks students have taken. 




Data Analysis and Next Steps

< o

Online Reporting AIR Ways Reporting

system

] a
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There are two systems in which you can view student results to the interim assessments: the Online Reporting System and AIR Ways Reporting System.  

Users of the ORS will still be able to access Individual Student Reports for the interim assessments, but will not have access to the item-level, detailed information or view items or student responses to items. The ORS is used for high-level student, roster, school, and district score reporting, with the ability to delineate by subgroup (enrolled grade, ethnicity/race, gender, IDEA, LEP).

But, for teachers and administrators who want item-level reports, AIR Ways is a valuable tool and a source of guidance to tailor classroom instruction based on students’ individual performance on the blocks.
AIR Ways is the reporting system designed to provide detailed, item-level student performance reports for interim assessments.  As a matter of fact, this system only supplies information for interims and no other assessments.

AIR Ways is the reporting system designed to provide detailed, item-level student performance reports for interim assessments. As a matter of fact, this system only supplies information for interims and no other assessments.

AIR Ways consists of a Dashboard page and various assessment reports. 

Assessment reports are available at differing levels within a district. Access to each assessment report depends on your user role. 





AIR Ways Dashboard

User: Demolser, TA1 | Role: TA @ Sthool: Demo Sehool f
394’ WAYS & Inbox(1) QTaskManagerv @Heh 3 Sionut

Dashhboard Fiterby: Al Classes Y AlTestReasons W Enter 350D
@ My Assassments
Rows
Average Score and Performance Distribution of Al Cla
Assessment Name TestReason Student Count ~—~ y Average Score Performance Distribution Date Last Taken
@ll |AB - ELA Grade 3- Ediing Unassigned 9 nla - 0 102772016
e R
@ll |AB - ELA Grade 3 - Lanquage and Vocabulary Use Unassigned i nla - 0 10252016
1% 3%
@ll |AB - Math Grade 3 - Fraztons Unassigned i nla _ 0 102772016
3% i
@l |CA - Grade 3 ELA Unassigned 5 pLAl 0 E- 0 102712016
@ W W
@ll |AB - ELA Grade 5 - Revison Inassigned 4 nla _ 0 102412016
104
%Below Standard 111 ligms: 1]of23 l}

The student has not met the achievement standard

%At/Near Standard
The student has nearly met the achievement standard

%Above Standard
The student has met the achievement standard
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The Dashboard is the landing page for AIR Ways users. After logging in to the system, the page displayed is automatically MY ASSESSMENTS.  
This first screen provides you with various sorting options. 

You can find data by Assessment Name, the first column on the left, which lists the names of the Interim Assessment Blocks that were administered.  As an example, you can see the IAB ELA Grade 3 Editing Block.  If I click on that underlined name I gain access to an incredible amount of class and student-level information! The next screen will provide specific examples of that data. 

Next I have a column entitled Test Reason, which is a category that allows you the option to assign a name to a test opportunity such as  “fall or spring, pretest or post-test”.  If no test reason is assigned to the opportunity, this column displays Unassigned, which is what you see on this slide.  

The Dashboard also lets you know the number of students who completed the assessment in the Student Count column.  

Average Scores, also known as scale scores, are the sum of assessment scores for all your students divided by the student count should you administer an Interim Comprehensive Assessment or ICA (which is an interim that is equivalent to the summative assessment). 

In the column entitled Performance Distribution you will find the percentage of your students who performed at each performance level. There are three levels of student performance that are reported for an Interim Block: Below Standard, At/Near Standard, and Above Standard. AIR Ways not only provides the percentage of students at each performance level on a given block, but color codes those levels:  RED for Below, YELLOW for at/near, and GREEN for Above standard.  

Lastly, you can also review tests by the most recent date on which one of your students completed the assessment.  

Any of these columns can be sorted and that is indicated by the arrows on the right top corner of any column. 



B
My Students’ Performance on Assessments

Average Score, Performance Distribution and Average Points Earned on IAB - ELA Grade 7 - Read Literary Text

o S IO By
iy T z B
a a2 =
Performance o | o I
3 3 @
= = 1 2 3 4
0 0
S 3
Max Points Above Standard 4] W 1 1 1 1
1
Everyone AT O 2 2 044 | 063 | 081 | 1
E9% 3% o v
s g
@), —— 8146349643 Above Standard S 5 1 1 1 1
@ L
(=8 (&8
5 3
@ 6015290087 At/Near Standard @ | B 0 1 1 1
o =
@ 9
- a
@ E . 2043466167 Above Standard 6 1 1 1 1
@ oS 7274565530 Above Standard 1 1 1 N
@ N 1387261958 At/Near Standard 0 1 1 1

Oscore and performance information for the roster as a whole
@Iitem Number

©Individual Student Results

Ostudent points earned
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Once you’ve selected the IAB you want to see, it will take you to a page of all of your students who took that block. 

If you look to the left of the screen, this row numbered 1 is aligned with the word Everyone.  This portion of the report shows how all your students averaged on the test overall, as well as the group average on each item.  

Now find #2 on the top right side of the screen.  If you want to see the item just as the student saw it,  you can click on the item number in the top row.  This will show the actual item as well as item details such as difficulty level and target alignment.  The answer is also provided for you on this screen.

Perhaps you want to see how only one student performed across all the items in this block. Find #3 in the middle of the left side of the screen.  I simply locate the student and click on their name.  This provides information on not only that one student, but compares the responses to the average correct responses by the group as a whole. 

Lastly, I can see each student’s response to an item. Find #4 in the center of the screen.  By choosing an item for a specific student I can access their response as well as the item information available in #3. 
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Integrating the
Supporting Systems




Data Analysis and Next Steps
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But what I really want is to encourage you to look past the charts full of numbers and the category labels, and really dig into the items themselves. Here are some questions that could be asked:

Were there items that all your students struggled with? So did students perform badly due to an item type?  Or, was the particular skill being measured not introduced by the curriculum?

Were there items that all of your students did well on? Are there any patterns in the ways they responded?

Where are the outliers—items that all but a few students did well on? What instruction would benefit those few students?

Were there trends in answers based on particular types of items? Does it look like students know what to do with technology enhanced items like graphing or drag-and-drop? How are they handling the multi-select items, which allow them to choose more than one correct answer?

What did you notice while hand scoring constructed response items in the Teacher Hand Scoring System?
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Connecting Interim Data to the
Digital Library
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Another resource available to you is the Digital Library.  This can be helpful whether you are using the interims or not, but now there is a new feature available. 


S
Connecting Interim Data to the DL

Connections Playlists are built based on
student performance on specific |ABs.

Digital Library resources are selected and
organized based on the specific
performance categories for an |AB.

Multiple ELA and math available at each
grade.

- 24 ELA
- 19 Math
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A Connections Playlist is a collection of resources in the Digital Library that address a progression in skills or understanding for a topic. They are created by trained educators. 



Grade

Sample Digital Library Play List

4 Brief Write

Brief Writes

2R Balanced

Student Learning Objective: Apply a variety of strategies, technigues, and text
structures when writing one or more paragraphs of text appropriate to purpose
and audience that connects smoothly and logically to a given text.

ABOVE STANDARD

Students are working to solidify the following skills:

ORGANIZING

Educator-recommended next steps and Digital Library resources

and

texts by writing

. beginnings/introductions that effectively introduce
narrative elements (e.g., character, setting, conflict, ideas)
or effectively establish focused main ideasfopinions in a
given informationaliopinion tesxt;

. endings/conclusions that provide resolution and reflection
for narratives, or reflact the content and implications or
significance of a given informationalfopinion text;

. transitional strategies that provide cohesion and enhance
«quality and clarity in more complex texts.

ELABORATING

next steps for ORGANIZATION include using increasingly more
complex exemplarmentor texts to help students COMPOSE texts after analyzing
and evaluating

- how authors begin narratives or introduce informational/opinion text, including
when'how main ideas/opinions are introduced;

- how authors finish by providing clo: lutic ion, or
conclude informational/opinion text by extending beyond the essay/assignment
{e.g.. significance, next steps) and following logically from the stated main
ideas/opinions and supporting them with details/evidence;

*  how authors use transitional strategies to connect narrative elementsfideas
{e.g., clarifying more open-ended sequences of events or experiences), or
advance complex main ideas/opinions, enhancing cohesion by clarifying
relationships.

and i

texts by writing

«  details {including sensory language and dialogue) that
enhance or clarify story elements (e.g.. character
development, turning point, conflict, etc.) in increasingly
more complex namatives;

. supporting details/evidence that strengthen main
ideas/opinions in increasingly more complex texts.

next steps for ELABORATION include using increasingly more

complex exemplarfmentor texts to help students COMPOSE texts after analyzing

and evaluating

*  how and why authors use descriptive/sensory details and dialogue to enhance
narrative quality;

- how authors build effective support for increasingly more complex main
ideas/opinions by selecting and developing relevant evidence. Digital Library
example: Opinion Writing: From Persuasive Speeches to Petitions

Digital Library professional development resource for organization and/or elaboration:

ng Goals to Improve Marrative Writing

= Sel

«  Lsing Peer Conferencing to Improve Stud

nt Writing

AT/NEAR STANDARD

Students are working to solidify the following Skills:

ORGANIZING
texts by writing

and infor p

. beginnings/infroductions that introduce narrative elements
(e.g.. character, setting, conflict, ideas) or straightforward
main ideas/opinions;

. endings/conclusions that provide some resolution and/or
reflection for narratives, or reflect the content and provide
some implications or significance of a given
informational’opinion text;

. transitional strategies that provide some cohesion in texts.

ELABORATING
texts by writing

and i

«  details {including sensory language and dialogue) that
clarify basic story elements (e.g., character development,
tuming point, conflict, etc.) in naratives;

. supporting details/evidence that strengthen main
ideas/opinions in texts.

Educator-recommended next steps and Digital Library resources

Instructional next steps for ORGANIZATION include using more complex
exemplarmentor texts to help students COMPOSE texts after analyzing and
evaluating

. how authors begin narratives, or introduce infomational/opinion text, including
when/how main ideas/opinions are introduced;

. how authors finish narratives by providing closure/resclutionfreflection, or
conclude informational/opinion text by extending beyond the essay/assignment
(e.g.. significance, next steps) and following logically from the stated main
ideas/opinions and supporting them with details/evidence;

. how authors use transitional strategies to connect narrative elements/ideas, or
advance main ideas/opinions, enhancing cohesion and clarity.

Instructional next steps for ELABORATION include using more complex
exemplarmentor texts to help students REVISE after analyzing and evaluating

«  how authors incorparate descriptive/sensory details and dialogue in narrative
texts;

«  how authors choose and develop iant appropriate details/evid ta
support more complex main ideas/opinions.

Digital Library professional development resources for organization and/or elaboration:
s Narr:
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The playlist for Grade 4 Brief Writes includes videos that support instruction directed at students who perform above standard, as well as at/near standard.



Instructional Playlists

Instructional Playlists are instructional resources
that center around content found in the |ABs.

e Intended to supplement core curriculum
» Supply learning goals and success criteria

* Include lessons and resources to reinforce
specific skills

 Available for both math and ELA

e 14 total
e 2 per grade
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Smarter Balanced also offers Instructional Playlists, which are instructional resources that center around the content measured in an interim assessment Block.  

The Instructional Playlists are intended to supplement core curriculum and help educators by supplying learning goals and success criteria for focused skill areas. These lists include lessons and resources to reinforce specific skills, and are available for both math and ELA.  �
Currently, there are 14 Instructional Playlists available on the Digital Library: two per grade, one in ELA and one in Math.
 


Instructional Playlists

Grade 3 Grade 6 _
Read Informational Texts

Read Literary Text , . . .
Ratio and Proportional Relationships

Operations in Algebraic

Thinking Grade 7
Grade 4 Read Informational Text
Read Literary Text The Number System
Operations in Base 10 Grade 8
Grade 5 Read Informational Texts
Read Literary Text Expressions and Equations
Numbers in Base Ten High School

Research

Algebra and Functions
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This is a list of the available instructional playlists by grade.  
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This is the point where you need to think about your own classroom populations and the individual needs of your students.  Think about both the struggling and high-performing readers; think about English Language Learners; think about your students with disabilities.  Based on the expectations in the standards and your newly gained understanding of the scoring rubrics in the interim assessments, how might you enhance your instruction based on the valuable information you receive when scoring open-ended items.





Bringing It to Life

Incorporate a Think-Aloud activity to model|
the measured math or ELA skKill.

Extend an open-ended item or
Performance Task to teach, model, or
measure additional skills or strategies.

Use an open-ended item or Performance
Task as a starting place for additional
practice or incorporation of critical skills.
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There are countless ways to connect the information learned from the interim results to instructional strategies that can be integrated into the daily curriculum. 

Teachers might use the Assessment Viewing Application to demonstrate how to solve a math problem or write an introduction to an essay using one item from an interim block.

Performance tasks or brief writes can easily be extended to teach a skill not necessarily measured by the item.  For example, a narrative brief write asking the students to write an opening to the story can be used to teach narrative strategies like dialogue, or can be revisited to incorporate figurative language or character development. 




Suggestions for Mini-Lessons

Paraphrasing, inferencing, vocabulary in
context, and inferring main idea/controlling
idea/opinion/claim

ldentifying arguments and evidence Iin texts

Using implicit and explicit details and specific
textual evidence to support inferences and
conclusions

Using text evidence for elaboration

Summarizing key detaills and central ideas
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Noticing students’ responses to the open-ended items will demonstrate where they need focused intervention.  Our experience in reviewing students’ responses tells us the areas most students need help in, are perfect opportunities for mini-lessons.

Take a moment to review the various ways the interim assessments and supporting resources can be used to complement instruction and improve student learning.


Suggestions for Mini-Lessons

Organizing ideas using note-taking strategies
such as graphic organizers

Writing for different purposes and audiences
Developing introductions and conclusions
Citing information

Providing supporting
evidence/details/elaboration consistent with
focus/main idea/controlling idea/thesis/claim
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Suggestions for Mini-Lessons
Using appropriate and varied transitional
strategies

Using language effectively (including word
choice, sentence variety, precise/nuanced
language, domain specific language, and
voice)

Editing for grammar usage, punctuation,
spelling, capitalization, sentence structure

Analyzing within and across texts

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think about customizing your own mini-lessons following your unique observations when scoring student responses using the THSS and data analysis using AIR Ways Reporting.






Contacts

Dr. Cristi Alberino, ELA Deirdre Ducharme, ELA
Education Consultant Education Consultant,
Performance Office Performance Office
CristL,Alberino@ct.gov  Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov
860-713-6862 860-713-6859
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If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 


mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov

Thank you!
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