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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Smarter Balanced and NGSS Interim Assessments Scoring and Reporting.  This video will provide you with a brief explanation of how interim assessments are scored and subsequently presented in the Centralized Reporting System.
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How are Interims Scored

• All items in the NGSS and ELA Interim Assessment 
Blocks are AI scored.

• Math Performance Task items that are item 
dependent require hand scoring.

• Smarter Balanced ELA and Mathematics Interim 
Assessments scores are reported as performance 
levels

• NGSS Interim Assessments provide raw scores and 
percent correct

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the benefits of the interims is that the only items that require hand scoring are certain items in the Math Performance Task.  This means that once a student completes an interim assessment, their score and related information is almost immediately available.  The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments report the scores from all ELA and math blocks as Below Standard, At/Near Standard, or Above Standard.  These performance levels are based on the student’s performance relative to the proficiency standard for items that are linked to a specific claim.  This provides useful information to educators about a student’s strengths and weaknesses in a specific content and skill area.

The scores on the NGSS Interim Blocks are not given as performance levels, but rather raw scores and percent correct.  In an effort to provide teachers with valuable information to impact student learning, they are able to access scoring assertions for each item cluster to see how the item cluster was scored.
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Interim Administration

• Give the interim assessments

• Be certain PT open-ended items are scored

• Go to the Centralized Reporting System in the CT 
Comprehensive Assessment Portal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to obtain a variety of reports, you need to first administer the interim assessment, score and enter any hand-scored items if giving the Math Performance task, and then go to the Centralized Reporting System that houses all of the data.  I will now spend some time on the reporting aspect of the interim assessments so that you can become familiar with what is available once they are administered.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/get-started/smarter-balanced-assessment.stml
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Reports Available

All test scores for students in district or classroom
• Includes previous years test scores

Access to both summative and interim scores based upon user level
• Teachers can view data for all students in their rosters who 

have completed assessments and view data for students to 
whom they have administered assessments in the current 
school year.

• School-level users can view data for all students in their 
schools who have completed assessments.

• District-level users can view data for all students in their 
districts who have completed assessments.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Central Reporting System houses all test score data including previous year’s test scores.  This is important as you try to determine trends in either student- or grade-level strengths and weaknesses over time.  The data made accessible to you is dependent on the user-level that you have been assigned.  There are three user levels: teacher, school, and district.  Teachers are only able to access the data for students associated with them either through a roster or test administration in the current school year.  In other words, they can't access the data from a student this year if that student is not in their class next year.  Access to that level of information requires school-level user access.  The most comprehensive user level is obviously the district-level user.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you have signed in to the Centralized Reporting System in the CT Comprehensive Assessment Portal, will arrive at the Dashboard. To review administered interim assessments, find the FILTERS button in the top left corner of the screen and choose all interim options you would like to view.  You can filter out assessments you do not wish to review, allowing you to customize your view.
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Aggregation Card

• Test group name
• List of  grades
• Number of  students who took the test
• Date the test was last taken
• Performance distribution bar

Note: The message “Data cannot be aggregated together for this group 
of  tests” instead of  the performance distribution bar for tests that do not 
report performance distribution, or that use different sets of  
performance levels.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you choose the assessments that you would like to view, the dashboard will display an aggregation card for each assessment. This has a variety of information as noted on this slide.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a Dashboard.  Test information and results are displayed for the students assigned to you based on your role.  You will see a card for each test, by subject, with the grades tested and the number of tests taken.

The color-coded bar with each test is the performance distribution.  Under each of the three colors (red, gold, and green) you will find the percent at that level and the actual number of students. The purpose of this bar is to provide a way to quickly compare student performance across tests and groupings of students.

These cards are sorted in descending order, with the most recent tests at the top.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If an educator chooses a test card for Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB) ELA by clicking on it, they will see the Performance on Tests page.  The page will display the Smarter Balanced ELA Interim Assessment Blocks taken by those students that are rostered to me. 

On the top of page is the block name, the grade and reason for the test given, the number of students who completed that block, and the performance distribution. I’ve chosen to highlight the image of the magnifying glass.  This icon next to a name or a score means that you can investigate further.  This is a viewing system and that means that orienting yourself to the system by clicking around as you learn how to use the features will not alter the content.  So browse!
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Sample NGSS Interim Report
Summary results are available for each scoring 

assertion.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because no hand scoring is required for the NGSS Interim Assessments, results of the assessments will be available in real time in the Centralized Reporting System as soon as the student submits the test. Teachers can view the scores for the students who were included in a test session that they proctored or for students that they are associated with by a roster. Raw scores and percent correct for the item cluster in an assessment are reported. No scale scores or achievement levels will be made available for these assessments.
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Sample NGSS Interim Scoring Assertions
• Teachers are also able to access the scoring assertions for each item 

cluster to see how the item cluster was scored.
• Teachers can also view the student’s response to each item in the 

Centralized Reporting System.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Although this slide may be difficult to see, the best tool aligned to the NGSS Interim Assessments would be located in the Centralized Reporting System. That tool is the Scoring Assertions. 
In addition to the raw scores and percent correct, teachers are also able to access the scoring assertions for each item cluster to see how the item cluster was scored. Teachers can also view the individual student’s response to each item in the reporting system.
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Available from Jeff  Greig (jeff.greig@ct.gov)

NGSS Interim Resource:
Scoring Assertions Associated with Each Part

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information about the capabilities of the Centralized Reporting System, please refer to the Centralized Reporting System User Guide posted under Resources on the Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal. If you have any difficulty or would like more information about scoring assertions please do not hesitate to contact Jeff Greig in the Performance Office.  
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The Value of  Data

• Generate and export student data files for analysis

• Review each item and student's response to that item

• View the past performance of  your current students

• Compare the performance of  your former 
students with that of  your current students

• Identify highest 5 and lowest 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Educators already know that data is an important piece of making educational decisions.  Through the use of interims and the reporting of the subsequent scores, there is a great deal of data available.  What a school or teacher chooses to do with the data is critical.  The system allows for the export of student data files so that data can be further analyzed to drive individual or group instruction, inform curricula decisions, and identify trends.  By viewing the past performance of students, a school can compare cohorts of students, which may lead to insights for necessary changes to pacing, sequencing, or lessons.  In addition, being able to review each item, as well as the student's response to the item, provides an opportunity to identify any misunderstandings a student is having and address that misunderstanding quickly so that it does not further impact their learning.  There is also a screen available in the Centralized Reporting System that will identify the 5 items in a given block on which the students scored the highest and the lowest.  This information enables grade-level teams to collaborate and consider what is working and what might need to be addressed differently. 
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Reporting System Video Series

• Centralized Reporting System Video Series
• How to navigate the dashboard
• How to understand measures for standards, 

DOK, and writing dimensions
• How to analyze interim assessment reports
• How to track student performance over time
• How to hand score unscored items

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A video series, available on both the CSDE web site and the CT Comprehensive Assessment Portal, explains key components of Centralized Reporting System. Currently, there are 12 short videos ranging from 5 minutes to ten and a half minutes long.  The series of videos is at the bottom of the web page that includes other valuable resources. 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-Results-Resources/Documents
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Answer Keys

• Smarter Balanced ELA and Mathematics Interim 
Assessment Answer Keys and Scoring Guides are 
available in TIDE or in the Interim Assessment Item 
Portal in Tools for Teachers.

• NGSS does not provide answer keys, but item 
responses are provided in AVA as well as the 
Centralized Reporting System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since there is so much flexibility in how the interim assessments can be used, teachers often want to know if the items have an answer key.  An answer key is provided for the ELA and math interim assessments in TIDE.  While no answer keys are provided for the NGSS Interim, item responses are provided in AVA and in the reporting system. Keys for the Smarter Balanced math and ELA items are also available in Tools for Teachers using the Interim Assessment Item Portal.

https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/
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Jennifer Michalek
Math Instruction Consultant
Jennifer.Michalek@ct.gov

Ron Michaels
Science Instruction Consultant
Ronald.Michaels@ct.gov

Jeff  Greig
Science Assessment Consultant
Jeff. Greig@ct.gov

Cristi Alberino
ELA Assessment Consultant
Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov

CSDE Interim Web Page: 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-

Assessment/Smarter-
Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-

Interim-Assessments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information on the Interim Assessments, visit our CSDE Interim Assessment web page or contact a consultant to answer any of your questions. 
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