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Incorporating IABs to Inform Instruction



Meeting Reminders

Meeting Reminders:

• The link to the slide deck is in the chat.

• The meeting is being recorded and will be posted to the Student 
Assessment Training webpage.

• Attendees are on mute.

• We are monitoring the chat and will try to respond. If we do not get 
to your question, please email us at ctstudentassessment@ct.gov.

• We will stop at several points during the presentation for questions 
where attendees can “raise their hand” and ask questions verbally.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training
mailto:ctstudentassessment@ct.gov


Today’s Agenda

• Update on Sensible Assessments

• District/School Sharing

• ACES, Melissa Rizza and Dr. Anne Pember

• ISAAC, Nick Spera and Lisa Lazarou

• Ledyard, Holly Miller

• Summary

• Resources



Sensible Assessment Webinar

https://nic.trumba.com/


Sensible Assessment

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training


Range of Assessments

Assessment Type When Purpose
Priority for  
Instruction

During 
instruction

• Provides feedback so teachers may adjust instruction on-the-
fly 

• Provides feedback to students to help them know where they 
are, where they need to be, and what they need to do to 
reach mastery

High

Between
learning cycles

(i.e., end of unit, 
quarterly, etc.) 

• Measures domain-level performance 
• Aligned to standards and includes high-quality test items like 

in the summative
• Designed to help classroom teachers evaluate student 

learning
• Informs curriculum and instruction

Medium

After
year or course

• Culminating evaluation
• Measures overall performance
• Aligned to standards
• Standardized and reliable
• Accountability

Low



ACES: Melissa Rizza and Dr. Anne Pember

District Sharing



Smarter Balanced Interims and 

District Sharing 
ACES at Chase Strategies that Incorporate the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments as tools to inform 
curriculum and instruction. 

Melissa Rizza and Dr. Anne Pember
ACES at Chase, Instructional Coaches

April 24, 2024



ACES at Chase Philosophy of Assessments

Data Used to 

Inform 

Instruction

Illustrative 

Math

IABs

SMP 3 

Writing 

Prompts

iReady:

DIagnostic, 

MyPath, 

Teacher 

Assigned



Start of Year

● Created report groups

● Provided all teachers access

● Reviewed data in PLCs



Data Wise Outcomes

● Examination and discussion of data in a meaningful, 

structured way

● Exploration of implications for teacher practice 



Three Norms for Interaction with Data

What does the data suggest?
● Assuming Positive Intentions

● Grounding Statements in Evidence

● Taking an Inquiry Stance



What are the Implications for Classroom Practice?

Based on your observations and interpretations:
● What are the implications for this work for 

teaching and assessment?
● What steps could be taken next?
● What strategies might be most effective?
● What else would you like to see happen?
● What kinds of assignments or assessments could 

provide this information?



What are the implications for classroom practice?

● What does this conversation make you think about in 

terms of your own practice? About teaching and 

learning in general?

● What are the implications for equity and access? 





Gr. 6 FIAB: Dividing Fractions

● Focusing on lowest performing questions
● Compare and contrast data across teams to determine if 

one group of students was more successful than others and 
if so, what instructional strategies were used

● Deep dive into individual students: 
○ Compacted student who scored below proficiency - all questions with mixed numbers 

were wrong. Student was absent during the review of converting mixed to improper so 
needs a quick check in.

○ Some misunderstandings on questions 13 & 14 - one wanted a partial serving, the other 
did not. How do we incorporate both types of problems into instruction?



Questions?



ISAAC: Nick Spera and Lisa Lazarou

District Sharing



IABs at ISAAC:

A Story of Change & Success

Presented in Collaboration with CSDE

Dr. Nicholas J. Spera

ISAAC Executive Director

Lisa Lazarou

Core Instructional Coach/SRBI Coordinator



2019 SBAC MATHEMATICS RANKINGS 2019 ACCOUNTABILITY INDEX RANKINGS

THENEEDFOR CHANGE
AMONG THE LOWEST STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT PERFORMANCE IN THE STATE



HOWWEDID IT?
Beginning the Summer 2020:
• Teachers took the SBAC for the first time
• PD in curriculum was given to all teachers and 

was written in a common format that included 
embedded EL strategies, key terms, vocabulary, 
assessments, and unit tasks

• Mandated incorporation of SBAC style 
assessments & Do Now/Warm-ups to gain 
exposure and experience for students

• New Master Schedule that invites collaboration 
through a vertical alignment with PLCs and 
horizontal with iPLCs



ANEWWAY OF PRACTICE
NEXT STEPS IN 2021-2022:
• IABs and FIABs were incorporated into the 

curriculum
• Worked in collaboration with CSDE to 

design a methodology that allowed for 
experience and exposure for students 
while utilizing the data to drive instruction

• All assessments were “SBAC like” using
Edulastic as an assessment tool

• Created the Core Instructional Coach 
position to support PLC & iPLCs



ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES
Grade Date Name of Interim Assessment/SUBJECT

6 October 2023 IAB: Number Assessment/ALGEBRA 1

6 January 2024 FIAB: Ratios and Proportional Relationship/ALGEBRA 1

6 March 2024 IAB: Expressions and Equations/ALGEBRA 1

Grades Date Name of Interim Assessment/SUBJECTS

6, 7, 8 October 2023 Read Literary Text/ELA

6, 7, 8 December ‘23/January ‘24 Read Informational Text/ELA

6 March 2024 Brief Writes/ELA

7 & 8 March 2024 Write and Revise Argumentative/ELA



ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES
Grade Date Name of Interim Assessment/SUBJECT

6 November 2023 IAB: Number Assessment/MATHEMATICS

6 February 2024 FIAB: Ratios and Proportional Relationship/MATHEMATICS

6 April 2024 IAB: Expressions and Equations/MATHEMATICS

Grade Date Name of Interim Assessment/SUBJECT

7 November 2023 FIAB: Number System/MATHEMATICS

7 February 2024 FIAB: Algebraic Expressions and Equations/MATHEMATICS

7 April 2024 FIAB: Ratios and Proportional Relationships/MATHEMATICS

Grade Date Name of Interim Assessment/SUBJECT

8 November 2023 FIAB: Number Systems/MATHEMATICS

8 January 2024 FIAB: Congruence and Similarity/MATHEMATICS

8 April 2024 FIAB: Proportional Relationships, Lines, and Linear Equations



PLC& iPLC System
Core Instructional Coach Leads PLC & iPLC
• PLC: Core Subject Area meets with 

Coach on a weekly basis
• Unit Shares, Learning Walks, 

Assessment Data Reflection, Curriculum 
Revisions based on Results

• iPLC: Grade Level Teams
• Review grade-level data and discuss 

collaborative ways to provide 
interdisciplinary teaching and learning

• Review & discuss Edu. Research Articles



Analyzing the Data in PLC
• Meet in Subject Area PLC to analyze Summative

Data for Interims.

• What questions and standards did students do 
well on?

• What questions and areas of deficiencies can be

identified?

• Look for patterns among grade levels.

• How do we create Unit Assessments that

include higher-level questions?

• Use the IAB data to drive assessment and 
curriculum

• Design lesson, unit tasks that reflect similar

questions and tasks for all our students.

• What additional instruction is needed for our EL 

students?





Interim Assessments Implementation

Implemented instructionally in class and completed 
together, providing feedback to students.

Used as TWPS, Do Now, Error Analysis Problems,
and Claim Evidence Reasoning Responses.

Teacher Models Questions.

Science, Social Studies, and SRBI Block uses the
Interim Assessments instructionally.

Tools for Teachers Interim Portal items used as 
Formative Assessments.

Additional IABs used in class as TWPS:
• Gr 6 Writing and Revising Expository Text
• Gr 6-8 ELA Research: Use Evidence (FIAB)
• Gr 6 Editing (FIAB)
• Gr 6-8 Revising (FIAB)
• Gr 6-8 Research: Evaluate Information and

Sources (FIAB)
• Gr 6-8 Math Performance Tasks
• Gr 7 Geometry and Statistics Sample Items



11

High-Leverage Instructional Practices



Writing to Learn at ISAAC

IAB/FIAB QUESTIONS AS TWPS
• Used primary as a warm-up
• Promotes Accountable Talk
• Forces students to explain “the 

why” or “the why not” for the 
SBAC style question

• Allows students to explain 
multiple rationales and ways to 
reach the correct answer



ISAAC SUCCESS!
2023 ACCOUNTABILITY INDEX RESULTS



• Formal use of additional IABs in Social Studies
and other subject areas

• Continue to develop and share high-quality 
assessment questions using Edulastic to build 
Unit Assessments

• Continuous Revision of the IABs we use to align 
with the curriculum

• Build student awareness and ownership of their
data results and ability to improve

• Create exemplars for students
• High Leverage Practice #3: Effective Feedback:

• Honest feedback that provides explicit detail 
for the student to improve

NEXT STEPS FOR ISAAC



Ledyard: Holly Miller

District Sharing



CSDE - Ledyard Public 
Schools Presentation

April 2024



Goals for the Presentation

❏ Historical Information on use of IAB in Ledyard 

❏ Revising district plans for IAB implementation

❏ Professional Development and Next Steps for Instruction  

❏ ML Supports

❏ Next Steps

❏ Questions or Comments



IAB Background in Ledyard

❖ Previous Years Identified one or two IABs that were 
required and built a document to share with staff

❖ Rationale for those selected IABs - did not formally 
assess within our assessment calendar

❖ Provided some Professional Learning on the Claims and 
Targets, Analysis of the IABs, and some next steps

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tI1CAv3-tK8VfhSRFRTH0_FPfsNPOSqWyTQ_t93YiwE/edit?usp=drive_link


Moving Forward with IABs
2023-2024

❖ Reviewed SBAC Scores from Spring 2023 

❖ Grades 3-5 Rethought process for designing an improved 

plan to use more of the IABs (instructionally or test-like 

scenarios) 

❖ Grades 6-8 Began to look at Units of Study and infused 

IABs within those units (alignment) 

❖ Intentional planning for Professional Learning 

❖ Smarter Tools for Teachers



Grades 3-5 Overview and Unit Alignment

❖ Created a document to include a variety or resources to 

support IAB Understanding

❖ Reviewed pacing guide for ELA and begin to align IABs with 

the units of study - test like or instructional (Strike a 

balance)



Sample IAB Resource Document



Sample Grade Three Unit and IAB Alignment



Grades 6-8 Curriculum Work

Result of SBAC Scores Flatlining Over the Last Several Years

Analysis and evaluation of Units of Study leading to revisions:

➔ include skills to be taught and assessed vs. covered

➔ variety of complex texts

➔ formal and informal assessments

➔ alignment of IABs 



Grade 8 Sample Unit Revision  

Unit Organizer not 
actual Unit of Study



Grade 8 Sample IAB Alignment



Professional Learning

Grades 3-5

❖ Implemented a protocol for examining data from Data Wise: A Step by Step Guide to Using 
Assessment Results to Improve Teaching and Learning (2018)

Step 1: What parts of the data/student work caught your attention? (State and observe)
Step 2: What questions do you have? What does the data tell us? What does it not tell us?
Step 3: What are the problems of practice suggested by the data? What is one action step 
that can be taken to improve outcomes for students?
Step 4: Gallery Walk - What trends do you notice across the grades?

❖ ELA Construct Vocabulary: self evaluations of terms used vs not used;  using terms 

interchangeably during instruction as well as written responses to text

❖ How to use Smarter Tools for Teachers as a Resource: Connections Playlist, Instructional 

Resources. etc…



Professional Learning

Grades 6-8 

❖ Review of SBAC Claims and Targets and ELA Construct 

Vocabulary

❖ Training Guide for Grade 7 Brief Write (Claim 2 - Target 3a)

➔ Careful analysis and deconstruction of Preamble, Stimulus, 

Item Stem and Scoring Rubric

➔ Review of anchor set and then calibration using check set

➔ Time for grade levels to review other training guides



Impact on Instruction

● Use the IABs as part of class warm up
● Guided support for brief writes - students self 

scoring and then revising at the end
● Use of the ELA Item Specifications Booklet
● Add more brief writes into assessments
● Incorporate podcasts for Listening and Interpreting
● Use of ELA construct vocabulary interchangeably
● SBAC ELA test tips and strategies



How to Prepare our ML 
Population 

❖ Including ML Staff in Professional Development

❖ ML teachers sharing instructional strategies with classroom teachers  

❖ ML teachers knowing what supports are offered for the IAB and SBAC and 

determining when to use with students during regular instruction

❖ ML teachers using specific vocabulary instruction and strategies to include 

the ELA Construct Vocabulary (Year below current grade level)

❖ Discussing with students the “why” of the assessment

❖ Modeling for students the different item types and how to approach them

❖ Making sure students use technology so they are familiar with keyboard and 

tools necessary to navigate the test platform



Moving into 2024-2025

1. Continue to review SBAC scores - Strengths and 

Weaknesses 

2. Analysis of the  Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors

3. Creation of Lesson Collections from Smarter Tools for 

Teachers

4. Continued calibration using the Training Guides

5. Expectations of Charts in classrooms (i.e, skills and 

strategies, ela construct vocabulary)



Questions or Comments

Thank you!



Resources



Interim Assessment Resources

• Using the Interim Assessment Item Portal Video

• Connecticut Comprehensive Assessment Program Portal

o The NGSS Interim Assessment Quick Guide

o Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments Overview

oUnderstanding and Creating Rosters in the CRS

o Interim Assessment AI Scoring FAQ

o Centralized Reporting System User Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgADxgGsmpE
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/index.html
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/smarter-balanced-assessment/smarter-balanced-interim-assessments-overview
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/understanding-and-creating-rosters
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/interim-automated-scoring-faq
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/centralized-reporting-system-user-guide


Accessibility Resources

• CSDE Assessment Guidelines

• Accessibility Chart

• Smarter Balanced and NGSS Reader Options Table

• Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated Supports for English 
Learners

• Best Practices for Determining Accommodations for Statewide 
Assessments Office Hours

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/accessibility-chart
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/connecticut-smarter-balanced-and-ngss-assessments-reader-options-table
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/CT-SEDS_Dec12_Office-Hours-MASTERpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/CT-SEDS_Dec12_Office-Hours-MASTERpptx.pdf


Tools for Teachers Resources

• Sensible Assessment Practices Webinar Series Webpage

• Smarter Balanced Tools for Teachers

• Smarter Balanced Back to School Assessment Playbook

• Smarter Annotated Response Tool Video

• Sample Items Website https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/

• Smarter Content Explorer 
https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Sensible-Assessment
https://smartertoolsforteachers.org/
https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/back-to-school-assessment-playbook.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJCMiVHCDW0
https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/
https://contentexplorer.smarterbalanced.org/


Abe Krisst, Bureau Chief

Student Assessment 

abe.krisst@ct.gov

(860) 713-6894

ctstudentassessment@ct.gov

Special Populations

Accessibility & Accommodations

Deirdre Ducharme

deirdre.ducharme@ct.gov

(860) 713-6859

Katie Seifert

Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov

(860) 713-6722

Michelle Rosado, Education Consultant

Michelle.rosado@ct.gov

Cristi Alberino, Smarter Balanced, Education 

Consultant

cristi.alberino@ct.gov

(860) 713-6862

Kim Johnson, Education Support Specialist

Kimberly.johnson@ct.gov

(860)713-6885

Contact Us

mailto:abe.Krisst@ct.gov
mailto:ctstudentassessment@ct.gov
mailto:Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov
mailto:Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov
mailto:Michelle.rosado@ct.gov
mailto:cristi.alberino@ct.gov
mailto:Kimberly.johnson@ct.gov
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