
   

 

   

 

  

 

Understanding easyCBM™ for Parents 

 

What is easyCBM? 
easyCBM is a series of curriculum-based measures or short tests that are nationally normed.  

These measures supply data needed for teachers to make instructional decisions to help 

students in Reading and Math.   

 

The foundational Reading Spanish assessments can be used in bilingual or dual-language 

programs or to determine reading progress in Spanish. 

 

When are these assessments given? 
The tests can be given as a screener either three times a year (fall, winter, and spring), or as a 

tool to monitor progress more regularly throughout the year, or for both. When used for 

screening, there are three measures to assess critical reading skills and one measure for math. 

The three reading measures vary depending on the student’s grade and time of year.  

 

Progress monitoring is done regularly to ensure students receive proper interventions and meet 

academic growth expectations. 
 

What are the tests used for? 
Teachers use the measures to determine math and reading achievement levels and ensure 

students are on track. Students who need additional support can then receive proper 

interventions and meet academic growth expectations.  Teachers also use the results for 

instructional planning. 

 

Administrators can use the test scores to evaluate performance across schools, grades, or 

measures to allocate resources as needed.  
 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

How much time does it take? 
The reading fluency measures in grades K and 1 are timed and one-minute each, so benchmark 

testing is completed in approximately five minutes. These measures are individually given to 

the student. 

In grades 2 to 8, there is one, one-minute individual measure, and two other untimed tests that 

take less than 40 minutes. 

  

The math test is not timed, but generally takes 15-30 minutes. 

If progress monitoring measures are used, those measures are shorter and focus on more 

specific skills. 

 

What kind of scores are there? 
The raw score or number of items correct on a measure is converted to a percentile which 

compares your child’s performance to other students who have taken the same measure. 

 

How do I know how my child is doing? 
Teachers can share a Parent Report. There is a separate report for reading and math. The table 

shows the student’s raw score and their percentile for benchmark assessments taken during 

the school year. The last row of the table shows the student’s composite and is color-coded 

based on risk. The risk level shown lets you know if your child is meeting expectations. 

 

 
 

The key at the top right of the Parent Report describes the measures and the color coding. 

White is considered low risk, yellow is some risk, and red is high risk for not meeting grade 

expectations.  



   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are graphs for each measure with dots showing your child’s score on each test. The 

colored lines correspond to the percentiles for risk set by the school. The black line shows a 

trend line of your child’s predicted performance. 

 

 
If you need help understanding the results, please contact your student’s teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




