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Meeting Reminders

Meeting Reminders:

• The link to the slide deck is in the chat.

• The meeting is being recorded and will be posted to the 
Student Assessment Training webpage.

• Attendees are on mute.

• There will be time for questions near the end.  Raise your hand 
or type into the chat.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training


Today’s Agenda

• Overview of Sensible Assessments

• NGSS Interim Assessments

• Districts Sharing about Uses of NGSS Interims:

o Greenwich: Tara Fogel

o Winchester: Rachael Manzer

o Berlin: Adam Leonard

• Questions for presenters

• Additional resources and wrap-up



Sensible Assessment Webinars

https://nic.trumba.com/


Sensible Assessment

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Sensible-Assessment


Range of Assessments

Assessment Type When Purpose
Priority for  
Instruction

During 
instruction

• Provides feedback so teachers may adjust instruction on-the-
fly 

• Provides feedback to students to help them know where they 
are, where they need to be, and what they need to do to 
reach mastery

High

Between
learning cycles

(i.e., end of unit, 
quarterly, etc.) 

• Measures domain-level performance 
• Aligned to standards and includes high-quality test items like 

in the summative
• Designed to help classroom teachers evaluate student 

learning
• Informs curriculum and instruction

Medium

After
year or course

• Culminating evaluation
• Measures overall performance
• Aligned to standards
• Standardized and reliable
• Accountability

Low



2024 NGSS Interim Assessments

Grades Item Clusters Stand-Alone Items

3 – 5 18 15

6 – 8 24 14

High School 24 14

All NGSS interim assessment items have been reviewed by committees of 
science educators and field tested with students at grades 5, 8 or 11. 
New items are added each year.



Helpful resources for the NGSS Interim Assessments

Access at the CSDE Interim Assessment web page

Provides basic information about the NGSS interims Provides suggestions and resources for effective ways
to use the NGSS interims.

NGSS Interim Resources

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Smarter-Balanced/Smarter-Balanced-Interim-Assessments


The NGSS Interim Assessments are 
based on a shared understanding that 
students learn science most effectively 
when they:

• are exploring phenomena or problems 
that are connected to real-world 
issues;

• using the science and engineering 
practices to apply their understanding 
of the disciplinary core ideas and 
cross-cutting concepts; 

• engaged in sense-making by using the 
three dimensions in integrated ways; 
and 

• are instructed and assessed in ways 
that account for the wide range of 
student backgrounds and needs to 
ensure fairness and equity.

NGSS Interims



This practice brief can be helpful in thinking about how to 
more effectively use interim assessments. 

Use as a discussion starter among educators to think more 
carefully about the purposes of interim assessments. 

Available at www.stemteachingtools.org 

Getting Started

https://stemteachingtools.org/brief/65
http://www.stemteachingtools.org/


Uses for NGSS Interims



Greenwich: Tara Fogel

Winchester: Rachael Manzer

Berlin: Adam Leonard

Districts Sharing about Uses of NGSS Interims



NGSS and the 
Interim Assessment Blocks

Tara Fogel, K-8 Science Coordinator

Greenwich Public Schools



Our approach
Grades 3-5
Grades 6-8
Professional Learning
Coordinator Support



Grades 3-5
Embedded in curriculum docs
Focus on exposure
Scaffolded expectations
Paper-based supports

Grades 6-8
Coming out of COVID
Grade 5 IABs utilized for 6th grade pulse check
Increased accountability
3-4 per school year
Used as teaching tool and assessment tool



Example:
90 minute
Professional
Learning

Grades 3-5
Teachers









Get familiar with and 
work to incorporate
Academic Terms and 
Scientific Language

Used on the
NGSS Assessment and 

IABs

Teacher Tip #1: Intentional Talk

Fair Test

Faster

Figure

Generate

Grams

Graph

Height

Identify

Interact

Investigate

Line Graph

Liters

Mass

Measure

Milliliters

Model

North

Pattern

Region

Relative

Shallow

Simulation

Slower

South

Speed

Supports

Table

Trend

Trial

Volume

West

Analyze

Animation

Bar Graph

Classify

Conclusion

Control

Create

Data

Deep

Depth

Determine

Develop

Directional

Distance

East

Evidence



Teacher Tip #2:
How to Use IABs in 

Class
In pairs!

1 iPad,  2 Students

Competition
Who can justify their solution with the 

most evidence? 
Let students share aloud and refute 

each other’s ideas.

Traditional Practice
Grade 4: At Least Once.

Grade 5: Two - Four Times.
*Can be with IABs they have already seen!

How to 
Guided 

Using Graphic Organizer 
and Student Thinking 

Sheets

Exposure Goals

1-3 IABs in Grade 3
3-6 IABs in Grade 4
4-8 IABs in Grade 5

Answer Keys

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1StdltbfdXJ0iilaDM3XnlN_8NzPaD0zC/view


Teacher Tip #3:
Off-screen

Metacognition



Grades 6-8:
Curriculum Embedded
Teacher Expectations
Student Supports







Grades
5 & 8

Month of Test Refreshers





Test Tools: Video Examples

Single 
Question 
Multiple 
Choice

Cluster 
Question 
Highlight
Your Task

TOOLS:
Arrows 
and 
Drawing

TOOLS:
Trials
in a 
Simulation

TOOLS:
Tables 
with 
Boxes

TOOLS:
Tables 
and 
Graphs



Sticky spots…



Successes!



tara_fogel@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Come visit our district!
We’d love to share what is working,

and what we are
still working through.

Tara Fogel, K-8 Science Coordinator

Greenwich Public Schools

mailto:tara_fogel@greenwich.k12.ct.us


NGSS Interim Assessments

Winchester Public Schools
March 2024



Ongoing Teacher 
Professional Development

● Essential Elements Of NGSS Aligned Assessments

● Familiarization Of NGSS Interims

● Reviewed And Selected Interims For Use

At Various Grade Levels

● Analyze Assessments 
https://nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/res
ource/files/Achieve%20Task%20PreScreener_Fin
al_9.21.18.pdf



Integration Into Units of Study

● Goal: Natural Part of Instruction

● Purpose

● Part Of Our Assessment System

https://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/basic-page/about-
earth-system-background-information



How Do We Use Interims?

● Depends On Purpose

● Embedded Into Instruction

● Multiple Modes of Engagement



Some Ways We Use
Interims in Classroom

● Small Groups: Use Productive Discourse To Decide On Right Answers 
And Give Rationale For Wrong Answers

● Conduct Hands-on Investigations, or Engineering Design Challenges 
Based On Phenomena Found In Interims

● Build Lessons Around the Interim Phenomena To Show Additional 
Real-World Connections

● Use As a Launch for Students to Do Own Research 
● Do Questions Together and Discuss

● Assess Individual Student and/or Group Learning



Berlin Public Schools Use of
Interim Assessments

Adam Leonard

Science Department Supervisor
Grades 6-12

aleonard@berlinschools.org

mailto:aleonard@berlinschools.org


Gr. 11 2023 NGSS DRG Comparison

2022 = 60% of Students 
at Level 3 or 4.

2023 = 72% of Students 
at Level 3 or 4.

12% increase through use 
of Interim Assessments



The last few years…

● Two years ago - role changed from supervisor for grades 9-12 to grades 
6-12.

● Formed the secondary vertical team and built on the work at the HS 
level.

● During PD Time:
○ Developed curriculum matrix and conducted a curriculum audit with all 

secondary science teachers.
■ Aligned the skills for each grade level/course and developed/revised common 

assessments 
■ Evaluated level of degree that each standard was taught (see color coding on next slide)

○ Aligned the Interim Assessments with the units of instruction for each course. 



Curriculum Matrix aligned 
with Interim Assessments



Incorporation of Interim 
Assessments into TEVAL

● Implemented 2 years ago
● IAGD 1:

○ “Students’ average performance of NGSS Interim Assessments will demonstrate 
growth.”
■ Teachers administer four (4) or more in a school year
■ Goal is to show student growth, build stamina, and familiarize students with the platform 

as well as embedded tools.

● IAGD 2
○ “Students will demonstrate growth and/or meet the goal of (selected bullet(s)) 

on six or more classroom experiences/assessments.” - bullets were based on 
the selected SEP(s).
■ Focus on SEP(s) based on the historical and data from the previous year.



McGee Middle School



Berlin High School



Use in classroom is scaffolded

● Teacher models with class
● Students take with a partner as practice - real-time problem solving and 

discussion amongst students.
● Students complete individually
● Teachers provide scores to students to track their own progress
● Familiarizes teachers and students with the testing platform



Challenges with Interim Assessments

● Getting all students on to the school browser (1x1 district)
○ An increasing number of students have their own devices

● Finding Interim Assessments with full alignment to curriculum



Next Steps

● Align SEPs to curriculum matrix
● Identify interims that were actually administered in each grade band
● Continue to develop our own Interim Assessment type items for 

summative assessments (Schoology).
● Continue to utilize interactive simulations for modeling and data analysis 

(Gizmos).
● Continuous PD - Secondary Science Vertical Team



Questions for our presenters



Additional resources for the NGSS Interim Assessments 

For information about NGSS 
Interim results

For NGSS Interim administration

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/ngss-assessment/next-generation-science-standards-interim-assessment-quick-guide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/guides/centralized-reporting-system-user-guide


A list of available science assessments can be found here.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/NGSS-Science/Science-Assessment-Resources.pdf


Thank You

Please reach out to us if you have any questions

ctstudentassessment@ct.gov 

860-713-6860

Jeff Greig, NGSS Assessments
Jeff.greig@ct.gov 

mailto:ctstudentassessment@ct.gov
mailto:Jeff.greig@ct.gov
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