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The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative action for all qualif ied persons. The Connecticut State Department of Education does not discriminate 

in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expres-
sion, disability (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connect-

icut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws. The Connecticut State Department of Education does not unlawfully discriminate in employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal 

conviction. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment Opportunity Director/Americans with Disabili-

ties Act Coordinator, Connecticut State Department of Education, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 607, Hartford, CT 06103, 860-807-2071, Levy.Gillespie@ct.gov.  

Nondiscrimination Statement 

S T E P H A N I E  G .  K N U T S O N ,  M S N ,  R N   

C O N N E C T I C U T  S T A T E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

E D U C A T I O N   

E D U C A T I O N  C O N S U L T A N T  

Connecticut State Department of Education 

Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and 

Adult Education 

450 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 06103 

Phone:  860-807-2108 

E-mail:  stephanie.knutson@ct.gov 

 

CSDE Homeless Education 
Website located at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Homeless/Homeless-Education 

 

 

The Connecticut State Department of Education will ensure that all Connecticut children in homeless situations have 

the opportunity to attend, enroll in and succeed in school. The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 

Act requires all school districts to ensure access to public education for children and youth experiencing homelessness 

and ensure success in school once enrolled. This includes:  

 Choice of School;  

 Comparable Services;  

 State or Local Policies Must Not Keep Homeless Children from Attending School; and 

 Homeless Children Must Not Be Segregated. 

 

If you are homeless or need help with housing, you are not alone. The best way to get help quickly is to dial 2-1-1 or 

visit the 2-1-1 website and click on housing and/or homelessness for programs that help people who need housing or 

shelter.  

 

Guidance to School Districts:  

 National Center for Homeless Education Brief, What School District Administrators Should Know About 

the Educational Rights of Children and Youth Displaced by Disasters  

 National Center for Homeless Education Brief, Meeting the Educational Needs of Students Displaced by 

Disasters: Youth on Their Own 

 School House Connection, Supporting Children and Youth Displaced by Disasters: Five Key Policies 

 

All of the above information is located on the Homeless Education Website located at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/

Homeless/Homeless-Education  

Connecticut’s New Definition and Framework for Family Engagement 
 

The CSDE, the Office of Early Childhood and the Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative, joined with hundreds 

of stakeholders to co-create a common definition for advancing family engagement in Connecticut: “Family Engagement is a 

full, equal, and equitable partnership among families, educators and community partners to promote children’s learning and 

development from birth through college and career.” The framework includes guiding principles for practice and concrete 

examples showing how programs can shift their family engagement practices from lower to higher impact.  

The guiding principles are located on the CSDE Website at https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Full-Equal-and-Equitable-

Partnerships-with-Families/Guiding-Principles?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EducateCT%20Newsletter%20-%

20April%202019&utm_content=EducateCT%20Newsletter%20-%20April%
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