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LEARNING TARGETS

This webinar will address:

m |dentification of Schools

m Fvidence-based Requirements
® Purpose and Distribution

® eGMS Funding Application

® Timeline
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PURPOSE

The 1003 School Improvement Grant (SIG),
authorized under the Elementary and Secondary
Act (ESEA), provides states and districts with
funds to leverage change and turn around
chronically underperforming schools.

4
CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




DISTRIBUTION

Title |, Section 1003

Formulaic Competitive
Distribution RFP for all
for remainin
Opportunity LEAs ®

Districts
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OPPORTUNITY DISTRICT -

FORMULAIC DISTRIBUTION

e Under Connecticut’s ESSA Consolidated State Plan, each
Opportunity District receives SIG funding for use with
Title | Turnaround and Focus Schools

* Based on a formulaic distribution, each Opportunity
District receives an allocation equal to its proportion of
the Turnaround and Focus Schools

* The district allocation varies annually because it is based
on the state’s annual Title | allocation from the US
Department of Education. Approximately $9 million in

. 1003 SIG funds is available to Opportunity Districts for
&ets 2021-22. 6
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ALL OTHER LEAs-

COMPETITIVE PROCESS

* For all other eligible Turnaround or Focus schools that
reside outside of the state’s Opportunity District there
IS @ competitive grant process.

* Applications are scored using the 1003 School
Improvement Grant District Application Rubric.

* Funding is awarded to only those applicants submitting
well-developed applications and transformative plans.

* For this second cohort, approximately $2 million in 1003
SIG funds is available for competition for 2021-22.
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IDENTIFICATION OF
SCHOOLS




IDENTIFICATION OF SCHOOLS

Under ESEA, as amended by ESSA, states must
identify two types of low-performing schools:

Comprehensive Targeted

Support and Support and
Improvement Improvement
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IDENTIFICATION OF SCHOOLS

Comprehensive Support and Improvement

 |n Connecticut, these schools are referred to as
Turnaround schools

* The lowest-performing five percent of Title | schools in the
state

* Any public high school with a six-year adjusted cohort
graduation rate for all students that is less than 70%

* Title | schools with a consistently underperforming

g7 subgroup™
24

% : 10

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




IDENTIFICATION OF SCHOOLS

Targeted Support and Improvement

 |n Connecticut, these schools are referred to as
Focus schools

* Schools with one or more consistently
underperforming subgroups

o ELA
o Math

o Graduation Rate 1
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IDENTIFICATION OF SCHOOLS

Connecticut schools that are eligible to
participate in the SIG program for Cohort 2 are
Title | schools designated as Turnaround and
Focus schools as identified through the 2018-19
Next Generation Accountability System results.

A complete list of eligible schools can be
accessed here.
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../../../Downloads/School Categories_2018-19 (21).xlsx

CSDE TURNAROUND FRAMEWORK

All SIG plans must outline
comprehensive and
transformative strategies in
four domains identified by
the Turnaround Office while
ensuring compliance with
the requirement that only
evidence-based
interventions identified with
strong, moderate or
promising are funded.
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CSDE TURNAROUND FRAMEWORK

TALENT

Employ systems and
strategies to recruit, hire,
develop, evaluate, and
retain excellent school
leaders, teachers, and
support staff.
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CSDE TURNAROUND FRAMEWORK

Design and implement a
rigorous, aligned, and
engaging academic
program that allows all
students to achieve at
high levels.
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CSDE TURNAROUND FRAMEWORK

CULTURE & CLIMATE

Foster a positive learning
environment that supports
high-quality teaching and
learning and engages
families and the community
as partners in the
educational process.
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CSDE TURNAROUND FRAMEWORK

OPERATIONS

Create systems and
processes that promote
organizational efficiency
and effectiveness, including
through the use of time
and financial resources.
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EVIDENCE-BASED
INTERVENTIONS




REQUIREMENT FOR EVIDENCE-BASED

INTERVENTIONS

ESSA, Section 1003 funds require the use of evidence-
based interventions that meet the top three levels of
evidence.

Based on at least one well-designed and well-
implemented experimental study

Tier I: Strong Evidence

Based on at least well-designed and well-implemented

Tier 2: Moderate Evidence . ,
quasi-experimental study

Based on at least well-designed and well-implemented
Tier 3: Promising Evidence correlational study with statistical controls for
selection bias

For more information on evidence-based interventions and the CSDE
Evidence-Based Practice Guides, please access the webinar here.
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ESSA SIG APPLICATION
COHORT 2




APPLICATION PROCESS

* The 2021-22 ESSA SIG
Cohort 2 application for
funding is managed in the
Connecticut eGrants
Management System (eGMY)

* The eGMS is a web-based
system that allows LEAs to
submit, view, print and modify
the application for funding

21

https://connecticut.egrantsmanagement.com
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https://connecticut.egrantsmanagement.com/

APPLICATION PROCESS

oLt Funding Application:
Districts Opportunity District ESSA SIG — Cohort 2

Funding Application:
ESSA SIG Competitive (NEW)
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APPLICATION COMPONENTS

& . * Guid d Instructi
Dlstrlct uldance an NStructions

* District Application

e Certifications and
Level - Assurances

\

* School Data
* Needs Assessment

 Strengths, Growth Areas,
Resource Inequities

* Overarching Goals
* Specific Interventions
~* Budget
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DISTRICT LEVEL

District Level Questions and Guidance

District Guidance and Instructions
District Application

Certifications and Assurances

District Capacity and
Organizational Structure

District Support for Development
of School Improvement Plans

Accountability and Monitoring
Strategy

Review of External Partners
Alignment of Resources
Conditions for Success

24

School Budgets
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A

DISTRICT LEVEL

SSUurances

* The Local Educational Agency (LEA) hereby assures the State Educational Agency [ SEA) that the LEA follows all i i for CSDE, i ing those outlined below.
A. | The applicant has the necessary legal autharity to apply for and receive the proposed grant;
B. | Thefiling of this application has been suthorized by the applicant's governing bady, and the undersigned official has been duly suthorized to file this application for and on behalf of said applicant, and otherwise to act a5 the suthorized representstive of the applicant in connection with this application;
C. | The activities and services for which assistance is sought under this grant will be administered by or under the supervision and conirol of the applicant;
D. | The project will be operated in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and in compliance with requlations and other policies and administrative directives of the State Board of Education and the Cannecticut State Depariment of Education;
E. | Grantfunds shall not ba used to supplant funds nomally budgeted by the agency;
F. | Fiscal control and accounting procedures will be used to ensure proper disbursement of all funds awarded;
G. | The applicant will submit a final project repart (within 60 days of the project completion) and such other reports, as specified, o the Connecticut State Department of Education, including information relating to the project records and acoess thereto as the Connacticut State Department of Education may find necessary;
H. | The Connecticut State Department of Education reserves the exclusive nght to use and grant the right to use andfor publish any part or parts of any summary, abstract, reports, publications, records and materials resulting from this project and this grant;
L if the project achieves the specified objectives, every reasonable effort will ba made o continue the project and/or implement the results after the termination of stateffederal funding;
J. | The applicant will protect and save harmless the State Board of Education from financial loss and expense, including legal fees and costs, if any, arising out of any breach of the duties, in whole or part, described in the application for the grant;
K. | Atthe conclusion of each grant period, the applicant will provide for an independent sudit report acceptable to the grantor in accordance with Sections 7-384a and 7-283a of the Connecticut General Statutes, and the applicant shall return fo the Connecticut State Department of Educafion any manays not expended in
accordance with the approved programoperation budget as determined by the audit;
L. | REQUIRED LANGUAGE (NON-DISCRIMINATION)

References in this secfion to "contract” shall mean this grant agreement and to "contractor” shall mean the Grantes

(a} | For purposes of this Section, the following tems are defined as follows:

5

{1} | "Commission" means the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities;

{2) | "Contract" and "coniract" include any extension or modification of the Contract or contract:

i ¥

{3} | "Contractor’ and "contractor” inciude any successors or assigns of the Contractor or contractor;

{4} | "Gender identity or expression” means 3 person's gender-related idenfity, appearance or behavior, whether or not that gender-related identity, appearance or behavior is different from that traditionally associated with the person’s physiclogy or assigned sex at birth, which gender-related identity can be shown
by providing evidence including, but not limited to, medical history, care or treatment of the gender-related identity, consistent and uniform assertion of the gender-related identity or any other evidence that the gender-related identity is sincerely held, part of 2 person's core identity or not being asserted for an
improper purpose.

{5} | "good faith” means that degree of diigence which a reasonable person would exerdise in the performance of legal duties and obligations:

25
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SELECTING SCHOOLS & ALLOCATIONS

Setting Allocations for Individual Schools

Focus School Not less than $50,000
Turnaround School Not less than $200,000

No school may not receive more than $500,000
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SELECTING SCHOOLS & ALLOCATIONS

District Level Questions and Guidance

District Guidance and Instructions

District Application

Certifications and Assurances

ESSA SIG - Cohort 2

District Level

District Level

Chamberlain Elementary School (089-0311)
Northend Elementary School (089-0911)
Pulaski Middle School (089-5311)

Slade Middle School (089-5211)

Smalley Elementary School (089-1211)

After completing the district
portion of the application, the next
step is to complete the school level
plan portion of the application.
Only eligible schools will be
available on the drop down menu.
Not all eligible schools have to be
funded.

A school level plan must be
completed for each school that is
applying for funding.
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PLANNING TEAM

* School Improvement funds are allocated to the
schools.

* The school leadership team is vital to the
development and implementation of the plan.

* The principal has the ultimate responsibility for
ensuring that development and implementation
is based on input from the school’s
stakeholders (including other school leaders,

saz. teachers, parents and students).
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PLANNING

Determine

next steps for
improvement

Needs

Assessment

Evidence

3

Brainstorm
contributing factors
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SCHOOL DATA

* Complete the Target column for this year based upon historical
data provided in the Connecticut Report Card and the ESSA
Milestone targets for your school.

Click here to view your school's latest data: Connecticut Report Card data -

Step 1: Complete your Target based on your school’s latest Connecticut Report Card data and ESSA Milestones targets

School Data 2021-22 Target

Grades Served

Student Enrollment

Percentage Eligible for Free/Reduced Price Meals %
Percentage of Students with Disabilities o
Percent of English Learner Students %
Percentage of Students Chronically Absent %

Teacher Average Daily Attendance
Suspension/Expulsion Rate

School Performance Index (SPI) for ELA
Smarter Balanced Growth ELA

School Performance Index (SPI) for Math
Smarter Balanced Growth Math

School Performance Index (SPI) for Science 30

High School Only: Meeting Benchmark on College Readiness Exam
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http://edsight.ct.gov/SASStoredProcess/do?_program=%2FCTDOE%2FEdSight%2FRelease%2FReporting%2FPublic%2FReports%2FStoredProcesses%2FESSAMilestoneReport&_district=State%20of%20Connecticut&_school=&_select=Submit

SCHOOL DATA

I Connecticut
I Report Cards

Select a District Select a School or Leave Blank for District/State Report Card

Chamberlain Elementary School v]

\ New Britain School District V‘
How to use the report card: Click the headings below (Students, Educators, Instruction/Resources, Performance) to expand(+) and collapse(-) a section and view
associated charts.

Click on a chart or chatt title to disaggregate data by student group (e.g., race/ethnicity, gender, free/reduced-price meal eligibility, English learner, or disability status.)

List of Schools Identified for State Support and Recognition (.xlsx)

. 412 students Grades: K-5 $15,589 per pupil 35.4 certified staff FTE
Chamberlain PErpup

Elementary - New in 2020!

School ¢
Website: - HI ‘

Phone: 860-832-5691

Printable Reports (PPRs)
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ESSA MILESTONES

ESSA Milestones -
These milestones align with Connecticuts approved federal planfor the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The plan establishes a 13-year time-frame for

T .
. h e M I I e sto n e s a re the attainment of long-term goals listed below. These goals are identical to some of the indicators in
Connecticut’s Mext Generation Accountability Systern for districts/schools. Based on performance in the baseling year (first column) and the ultimate target
(25t calumn), linear interim milestones are established for every third year (shaded in tan). Annual targets are provided as a referance.

I O Cate d O n Ed S ight School Performance Indexes (SPI) Indic;tur 1

2016-17 [ 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-29 | 2029-30

;

.CSDE

ELA 5001 52.0 539 55.8 57.7 59.7 61.6 63.5 65.4 67.3 69.2 71.2 731 75.0

L]
O NeXt Generatlon math| 402 aze| ass| 4e2| s09| sae| se3| ses| e16] 643 er0] ess| 723 750

Smarter Balanced Growth Indicator 2

L] L]
Accou ntabl I Ity 3016-17 | 2017-18 [ 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 [ 2022-23 [ 2023-24 [ 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27 [ 2027-28 [ 2028-29 | 2025-30

ELA| 4d4.4%| 48.7%| 529%| 57.2%| 61.5%| 658%| 70.0m| 743%| 786%| B82.9%| B87.2%| 914%| 957%| 100.0%

. Math 41.2% 45.7% 50.2% 54.8% 59.3% 63.8% B8.I% 72.9% T7.4% 21.9% B6.4% 91.0% 95.5% | 100.0%
o ESSA Milestones LA Links romt

2016-17| 2017-18] 2018-19] 201320 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-29 | 2029-30
O S e I e Ct ou r S c h o OI Uteracy| 47.3%| 514%| 55.4%| 595%| 63.5%| 67.6%| 71.6%| 75.7%| 79.7%| 83.8%| 87.8%| 919%| 95.9%| 100.0%

y oral| 68.2%| 70.7%| 73.1%| 756%| 78.0%| 805%| 829%| 853%| 87.8%| 90.2%| 927%| 95.1%| 97.6%| 100.0%

. Chronic Absenteeism Indicator 4

L4 I he ESSA I v Illestones 2016-17| 2017-18] 2018-19] 201920 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 202425 | 202526 | 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-29 | 2029-30

15.7% 14.9%| 14.1%| 13.2%| 12.4%| 11.6%| 108% 9.9% 9.1% 8.3% 7.5% 6.6% 5.8% 5.0%

S h O u I d b e u P I Oad ed i n Four-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Indicator &

2015-16 [ 2016-17 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2018-20 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-29
MfA N/A NfA N/A N/A NfA /A N/A N/fA N/A N/A NfA /A N/A

th e Re I ate d Six-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate (High Needs Students) Indicator 9
2013-14 [ 2014-15 | 2015-16 | 2016-17 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27
L]
Documents section.

MfA N/A N/A N/A N/A NfA /A N/A N/fA N/A N/A NfA NJA N/A

Accountability Index
2016-17 | 2017-18 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 | 2024-25 | 2025-26 | 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-25 | 2029-30
527 ss2|  s77 60.1 626| B51| 676 70.1 726 751 775| soo| s2s5| aso0
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

e Each school must conduct a needs
ABOUT THE NEEDS ASSEESSMEN'I' TOOLKIT assessment.

; e The CSDE Needs Assessment Toolkit
The Connecticut State Department of Education Cycle for Continuous Improvement highlights the cyclical P r'OVi d e S g u i d a n c e a n d to O I S .

nature of improvement. The continuous cycle of change begins with gathering evidence. The evidence is then
analyzed in order to
develop a on plan that will lead to improvement. The plan is implemented and monitored for fidelity of

implementation and outcomes. The final step of the cycle is reflection. Stakeholders must engage in ([ ] U S i ng th e N e e d S AS s e S S m e nt TO O I R i d e ntify

reflection to determine if the action plan is working and additional evidence is needed to continue

improvement.

::Zirnaap‘:::elowhighlightshowthis(oolkitfocusesanthefirsttwostepsofthecontinuouscycle,Evidence the SChOOI’S Ievel Of implementation for'
each of the talent, academics, culture and
climate, and operations indicators.

CSDE Cycle for Continuous Improvement

hlseessem?ﬁ | « The needs assessment must be

completed with stakeholder engagement.
The checkbox certifies the assurance that
stakeholders were engaged.
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SIGNIFICANT STRENGTHS, GROWTH AREAS

AND RESOURCE INEQUITIES

Based upon the needs assessment, identify and
provide data to substantiate:

* 3 most significant strengths

* 3 most significant growth areas
» Cite root cause for growth areas
> ldentify resource inequities
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OVERARCHING SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

GOALS

A

SPECIFIC MEASURABLE ~ ACHIEVABLE RELEVANT TIMELY

Whenever possible, SMART goals should be aligned to
ESSA Milestone targets.
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SPECIFIC INTERVENTIONS TO ADDRESS

IDENTIFIED REFORM PRIORITIES

Priority

Y/ » -y
Statement - 5
g . >
Specific Talent Priorities and Strategies 5.M.A.R.T. Goal Evidence-Base Evidence Level
Sample: Reading Interventions: Because the needs Sample: In alignment with ESSA targets, the ELA School Sample: What Works Clearinghouse IES Practice Guide,
assessment revealed a need to improve student performance | Performance Index (SPI) will increase from 52.2% in 2018-19 | Assisting Students Struggling with Reading: RTI and Multi-
in reading, the school will provide intensive, systematic to 57.0% in 2021-22. Tier Intervention in Primary Grades, identifies a strong
inztruction at least three times weekly for approximately 20-40 evidence-base for providing intensive, systematic instruction
minutes on up to three foundational reading skills in small through intervention to students below benchmark on school
groups of students who score below the benchmark on school screening with a strong evidence-base.
screening. The school will contract with an external pariner
who will assist in revising the school schedule to build in time
for teachers to provide reading interventions and enrichment,
to build collaboration time for teachers to plan interventions
and to build the capacity of teachers to effectively develop
collaborative reading interventions/enrichment plans across
grades.
j 1.4 Professional Development Goal #1 By June 2021, the percentage of students Connecticut State Department of Education Strong v
[To provide intensive professional development to meeting proficiency on the Smarter Balanced ELA Evidence Based Practice Guide for Reading:
staff on curriculum components for Assessments as measured by SPlwill increase from Implemeznt a specific set of core in-school
Feading/English Language Arts fwhich 54.3% in June 2021 to 59.0% in June 2022. strategies and practices to support reading.
kencompass individual online learning. Grade Implementation of a set of specific instructional
evel content instructional data teams will meet e and classroom practices is effective in closing the
weskly and uiilize the effeciive practices rubricto 4 | Check Spelling i i jes | b
Check Spelling | 185| of 500 characters Check Spelling |
10| of 2000 characters 93] of 1000 characters
Add Row
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BUDGET

Budget Detail Narrative Description

Object: | 100 - Personal Services > Salaries v |

Purpose: |O1 - Public School Activities V|

Focus Area: | Sglect Tag v

(Select at least 1
tag(s))

LEA / School: | Dwight-Bellizzi Dual Language Academy (064-0711) V|

Quantity: ‘ 1.00 ‘
Cost: ‘ $0.00 ‘

W
Budget Detail $0.00

Total:

Total for all other Budget Details: $0.00

Total for all Budget Details: $0.00

Allocation: $1.00

Remaining: $1.00
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COMPETITIVE PROCESS — SCORING RUBRIC

APPENDIX B: 1003 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANT DISTRICT APPLICATION SCORING RUBRIC

1003 SIG applications will be evaluated using the criteria shown below. Each section of the application will be rated from 0 to 3 points. Sections of the 1003 5IG applications are
weighted differently. Each section will be scored from 0 to 3 and multiplied by the weight factor indicated below. Plans can receive up to 102 possible points. 1003 5I1G is a

competitive grant; awards and award amounts will be based on the guality and transformative potential of the application.

The Local Education Agency (LEA) has included all required components of the 1003 School Improvement Grant {S1G) application, and the school's plan incorporates evidenced-based interventions. Should the application score O
points on either of the two indicators, the application will not be considered for award. An application cannot receive 1 point or 2 paints for the Application Companents section,
Indicator 0 Points 1 Point ZPoints 3 Points S| o m:ﬁ:r-
Items submitted include: A score of O paints will be awarded if The district has submitted completed
Completed Application, including any of the following are true about application. Where applicable, the
District Information and school the application: The district has not district has answered guestions using
selection, District application, submitted completed application by less tham or equal to the maximum 1
School plan, Budget proposal; the deadline, number of allowable characters,
Completed Statement of
Assurances.
Becawse ES5A requires the state The schoal for which the district is The schoal for which the district is
to award 1003 5IG funding to applying for 1003 funding is identified applying for 1003 funding is identified
schoals with the highest need, as a Title | Focus school according to as a Title | Turnaround school
Title | schools identified as the CT Next Generation Accountability according to the CT Mext Generation 2
Turnaround schools according to System, Accountability System.
the CT Mext Generation
Accountability System receive
priority points.
Becawse 1003 51G can only be The School Plan does not include both The School Plan includes both the
used to support activities that the evidence-base level for each of evidence-base level for each of the
meet ES5A's top three tiers of the proposed priorities and strategies proposed prigrities and strategies and
evidence (strong, moderate, and the source to substantiate that the source to substantiate that the
promising), grant applications the proposed priority and strategy has proposed priority and strategy has
must identify the evidence-base strong, moderate or promising strong, moderate or promising 2
level of each of the priorities and evidence-base. evidence-base,
strategies identified. The grant
application must also include the
source to substantiate the
__evidence-base level.
Total Points for Application Components
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OPPORTUNITY DISTRICTS - CHECKLIST

Checklist Description (Collapse All Expand All)

1. District Application Not Reviewed v
1. Responses are complete, and satisfactory.

2. Needs Assessment Not Reviewed 4

—

. The Needs Assessment is complete and realistic.

2. The needs assessment was completed with stakeholder engagement.

3. Significant Strengths, Growth Areas and Resource Inequities Not Reviewed v
1. Strengths and Growth Areas align to those identified in the Needs Assessment.

2. Data used to substantiate Strengths and Growth Areas is complete and sufficient.

3. Root causes are clear and well substantiated.

4. Resource inequities are clear, substantiated and aligned to Growth Areas.

4. School Improvement Plan, Overarching School Improvement Goals Not Reviewed v

—

. SMART goals are complete and aligned to ESSA targets.

5. School Improvement Plan, Specific Interventions to Address Identified School Reform Priorities Not Reviewed v

—_

. Selected interventions address root causes and resource inequities identified in the needs assessment.

2. SMART goals are complete and aligned to selected interventions.

3. Strong, moderate or promising evidence-base specifically aligns to each selected intervention.

6. School Budgets Not Reviewed v

39
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MONITORING & PERIODIC REVIEW

* Monitoring and periodic review
will take place, at a minimum,
twice a year and discussion will
be focused on responses to the
Monitoring and Review
Questionnaire.

* School data will be reported
three times annually using the
Turnaround Office data tracker.

L iCSD

2020-21 School Improvemant Grant
Manitoring and Review Questionnaire
January 2021

dary Education et of 1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act [ESSAL, requires states 1o manitos and provide e

nis [$4G). Plaase respond briafy to the following questions that serve as the

The Elesnentary and Secar
assistance to schooks recetving Title |, Part &, Section 1003 School Improvemant G
basia of the monitoring and review of your school's progress an your goals snd strategies. Please submit the completed docur
Office Consultant by Febeuary 5, 2021. If necessary, your Turnaraund Office Consultant will contact you regarding any follow-up questions.

it 1o your assigned Turnaround

School Name:
School Principal’s Mame:
School Principal’s smail:
2020-21 SIG Award Amount:

1. ESSArequires each LEA to show how it will support schools implementing plans supported by SIG funds. What specific supports du you have in place to
assiat the school in suceessful implementation of the schoal's approved 5iG-funded (A bulleted list

2. ESSA requires sach LEA to monitor schools receiving funds. What specific protacols have you put in place st the district level ta monitor use of 5IG funds.
)

at (A bulleted listis
3. LEAs provi school SIANY gosle sl SAAANY g spemctic i nmch o h ok SIE- [ mtrem o
Provide w-d-nuﬂfprulrm toward mach of the goals, licable district- or Pleass list sach goal and evidence of

af progress taward the SMART goals you identified for each individual intervertion. Please list sach intervention and evidence of progress.

Goals Mid-Year Progress Year End Progress
Overarching Goal #1
Ouerarching Goal 2
Ouerarching Goal #3
4. LEAs conducted o needs tad up to three specific needs for which the schoal would provide interventions. Please provide evidence

Talent Priorities. Progress Metric T Mid-Year Evidence of Progress Year End Evidence of Progress
Academic Priorities Progress Metric | Mid-Year Evidence of Progress Year End Evidence of Progress
Climate Priorities Progress Metric Mid-Year Evidence of Progress Year End Evidence of Progress

Operations Priorlties Progress Matric T Mid-Vear Evidence of Progress Vear End Evidence of Progress

5. Please list any grant revision requests approved by CSDE sines the initlal award of $IG funding far 2020-21.

6. Keeping in mind that 2020-21 funds must be expended by June 30, 2022, please provide an update to explain year-to-date expenditures. Include
information about interventions which may have not begun as anticipated for which & possible grant revisi 2 d. Include d
contingent action the LEA has planned which will support the needs identified by the nesds assessment.
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MODIFICATIONS AND ANNUAL RENEWAL

Schools must demonstrate progress on the following
indicators:

School classification/rating

Discipline incidents

Dropout rate

Student chronic absenteeism rate

Progress on student achievement on assessments for
both regular education and high needs subgroups
Number and percentage of students completing advanced
coursework

Four-year and six-year cohort graduation rate

Teacher attendance rate

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




GRANT PERIOD

* The 2021-22 ESSA SIG application for funding covers a
grant period beginning Fall 2021 and ending June 30,2023.

*  While this is a two-year award, this is intended to be a
one-year plan.

* lItis the expectation of the CSDE that at least 85% of
grant funds will be expended by June 30, 2022.

* This cohort of schools will receive a new allocation of
funding on an annual basis for four years.

* The last year for award will be 2024-25 (with funds
g3 expiring on June 30, 2026).
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Competitive SIG Timeline

June 18, July 23, January
2021 2021 2022

COMPETITIVE

END OF YEAR

APPLICATION MONTORING

DUE

COMPETITIVE
APPLICATION
RELEASED

MID-YEAR
MONITORING
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Opportunity District SIG Timeline

June 18, August 13, January
2021 2021 2022

OPPORTUNITY

DISTRICT SIG
APPLICATION
DUE

END OF YEAR
MONTORING

OPPORTUNITY
DISTRICTS
SELECT
SCHOOLS FOR
FUNDING

MID-YEAR
MONITORING

42
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If you have questions regarding the
School Improvement Grant,
please contact Jennifer VWebb

at the Turnaround Office:
Jennifer.webb(@ct.gov or

860-713-6603

46
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Under Connecticut’s ESSA Consolidated State Plan, each 
	Opportunity District receives SIG funding for use with 
	Title I Turnaround and Focus Schools


	•
	•
	•
	Based on a formulaic distribution, each Opportunity 
	District receives an allocation equal to its proportion of 
	the Turnaround and Focus Schools


	•
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	The district allocation varies annually because it is based 
	on the state’s annual Title I allocation from the US 
	Department of Education.  Approximately $9 million in 
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	For all other eligible Turnaround or Focus schools that 
	reside outside of the state’s Opportunity District there 
	is a 
	c
	ompetitive grant process.


	•
	•
	•
	Applications are scored using the 1003 School 
	Improvement Grant District Application Rubric.


	•
	•
	•
	Funding is awarded to only those applicants submitting 
	well
	-
	developed applications and transformative plans.


	•
	•
	•
	For this second cohort, approximately $2 million in 1003 
	SIG funds is available for competition for 2021
	-
	22.
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	Under ESEA, as amended by ESSA, states must 
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	In Connecticut, these schools are referred to as 
	Turnaround
	schools


	•
	•
	•
	The lowest
	-
	performing five percent of Title I schools in the 
	state


	•
	•
	•
	Any public high school with a six
	-
	year adjusted cohort 
	graduation rate for all students that is less than 70%


	•
	•
	•
	Title I schools with a consistently underperforming 
	subgroup*
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	In Connecticut, these schools are referred to as 
	Focus
	schools


	•
	•
	•
	Schools with one or more consistently 
	underperforming subgroups


	o
	o
	o
	o
	o
	ELA


	o
	o
	o
	Math


	o
	o
	o
	Graduation Rate
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	Connecticut schools that are eligible to 
	Connecticut schools that are eligible to 
	Connecticut schools that are eligible to 
	participate in the SIG program for Cohort 2 are 
	Title I schools designated as 
	Turnaround
	and 
	Focus
	schools as identified through the 2018
	-
	19 
	Next Generation Accountability System results.

	A complete list of eligible schools can be 
	A complete list of eligible schools can be 
	accessed 
	here
	here
	Span
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	All SIG plans must outline 
	All SIG plans must outline 
	All SIG plans must outline 
	comprehensive and 
	transformative strategies in 
	four domains identified by 
	the Turnaround Office while 
	ensuring compliance with 
	the requirement that only 
	evidence
	-
	based 
	interventions identified with 
	strong, moderate or 
	promising are funded.
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	Employ systems and 
	Employ systems and 
	strategies to recruit, hire, 
	develop, evaluate, and 
	retain excellent school 
	leaders, teachers, and 
	support staff.
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	Design and implement a 
	Design and implement a 
	rigorous, aligned, and 
	engaging academic 
	program that allows all 
	students to achieve at 
	high levels.
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	Foster a positive learning 
	Foster a positive learning 
	environment that supports 
	high
	-
	quality teaching and 
	learning and engages 
	families and the community 
	as partners in the 
	educational process.
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	Create systems and 
	Create systems and 
	processes that promote 
	organizational efficiency 
	and effectiveness, including 
	through the use of time 
	and financial resources.
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	ESSA, Section 1003 funds require the use of evidence
	ESSA, Section 1003 funds require the use of evidence
	ESSA, Section 1003 funds require the use of evidence
	-
	based interventions that meet the top three levels of 
	evidence.
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	For more information on evidence
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	-
	based interventions and the CSDE 
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	-
	Based Practice Guides, please access the webinar here
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	The 2021
	-
	22 ESSA SIG 
	Cohort 2 application for 
	funding is managed in the 
	Connecticut eGrants 
	Management System (eGMS)


	•
	•
	•
	The eGMS is a web
	-
	based 
	system that allows LEAs to 
	submit, view, print and modify 
	the application for funding
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	District 
	Level


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Guidance and Instructions


	•
	•
	•
	District Application


	•
	•
	•
	Certifications and 
	Assurances
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	School 
	Level


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	School Data


	•
	•
	•
	Needs Assessment


	•
	•
	•
	Strengths, Growth Areas, 
	Resource Inequities


	•
	•
	•
	Overarching Goals


	•
	•
	•
	Specific Interventions


	•
	•
	•
	Budget
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	Figure
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	District Capacity and 
	Organizational Structure


	•
	•
	•
	District Support for Development 
	of School Improvement Plans


	•
	•
	•
	Accountability and Monitoring 
	Strategy


	•
	•
	•
	Review of External Partners


	•
	•
	•
	Alignment of Resources


	•
	•
	•
	Conditions for Success


	•
	•
	•
	School Budgets
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	Focus
	School



	Not less than $50,000
	Not less than $50,000
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	Turnaround
	Turnaround
	Turnaround
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	Turnaround
	School



	Not less than $200,000
	Not less than $200,000
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	Not less than $200,000




	No 
	No 
	No 
	No 
	No 
	s
	chool may not receive more than $500,000
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	Figure
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	After completing the district 
	portion of the application, the next 
	step is to complete the school level 
	plan portion of the application.  


	•
	•
	•
	Only eligible schools will be 
	available on the drop down menu.  


	•
	•
	•
	Not all eligible schools have to be 
	funded.  


	•
	•
	•
	A school level plan must be 
	completed for each school that is 
	applying for funding.
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	School Improvement funds are allocated to the 
	schools.


	•
	•
	•
	The school leadership team is vital to the 
	development and implementation of the plan.


	•
	•
	•
	The principal has the ultimate responsibility for 
	ensuring that development and implementation 
	is based on input from the school’s 
	stakeholders (including other school leaders, 
	teachers, parents and students).
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	SCHOOL DATA


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Complete the Target column for this year based upon historical 
	data provided in the Connecticut Report Card and the 
	Link
	Span
	ESSA 
	Milestone
	Span

	targets
	for your school.
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	SMART 
	SMART 
	SMART 
	Goal


	Figure
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	The Milestones are 
	located on EdSight


	o
	o
	o
	o
	Next Generation 
	Accountability


	o
	o
	o
	ESSA Milestones


	o
	o
	o
	Select your school



	•
	•
	•
	The ESSA Milestones 
	should be uploaded in 
	the Related 
	Documents section.
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Each school must conduct a needs 
	assessment.


	•
	•
	•
	The CSDE Needs Assessment Toolkit 
	provides guidance and tools.


	•
	•
	•
	Using the Needs Assessment Tool, identify 
	the school’s level of implementation for 
	each of the talent, academics, culture and 
	climate, and operations indicators.


	•
	•
	•
	The needs assessment 
	must
	be 
	completed with stakeholder engagement.  
	The checkbox certifies the assurance that 
	stakeholders were engaged.
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	SIGNIFICANT STRENGTHS, GROWTH AREAS 
	SIGNIFICANT STRENGTHS, GROWTH AREAS 
	SIGNIFICANT STRENGTHS, GROWTH AREAS 
	AND RESOURCE INEQUITIES


	Based upon the needs assessment, identify and 
	Based upon the needs assessment, identify and 
	Based upon the needs assessment, identify and 
	provide data to substantiate: 

	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	3 most significant strengths


	•
	•
	•
	3 most significant growth areas


	
	
	
	
	
	Cite root cause for growth areas


	
	
	
	Identify resource inequities
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	OVERARCHING SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 
	GOALS


	Figure
	Whenever possible, SMART goals should be aligned to 
	Whenever possible, SMART goals should be aligned to 
	Whenever possible, SMART goals should be aligned to 

	ESSA Milestone targets.
	ESSA Milestone targets.
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	Priority 
	Statement
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	Base
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	Tier
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	Goal
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Monitoring 
	and periodic review 
	will take 
	place, at a minimum, 
	twice 
	a year and discussion will 
	be focused on responses to the 
	Monitoring and Review 
	Questionnaire.  


	•
	•
	•
	School 
	data will be reported 
	three times annually using the 
	Turnaround Office data tracker.  
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	Schools must demonstrate progress on the following 
	Schools must demonstrate progress on the following 
	Schools must demonstrate progress on the following 
	indicators:

	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	School classification/rating


	•
	•
	•
	Discipline incidents


	•
	•
	•
	Dropout rate


	•
	•
	•
	Student chronic absenteeism rate


	•
	•
	•
	Progress on student achievement on assessments for 
	both regular education and high needs subgroups


	•
	•
	•
	Number and percentage of students completing advanced 
	coursework


	•
	•
	•
	Four
	-
	year and six
	-
	year cohort graduation rate


	•
	•
	•
	Teacher attendance rate
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	The 2021
	-
	22 ESSA SIG application for funding covers a 
	grant period beginning Fall 2021 and ending June 30, 2023.  


	•
	•
	•
	While this is a two
	-
	year award, this is intended to be a 
	one
	-
	year plan.


	•
	•
	•
	It is the expectation of the CSDE that at least 85% of 
	grant funds will be expended by June 30, 2022.


	•
	•
	•
	This cohort of schools will receive a new allocation of 
	funding on an annual basis for four years.  


	•
	•
	•
	The last year for award will be 2024
	-
	25 (with funds 
	expiring on June 30, 2026).  
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