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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Agenda

1. Welcome 

2. Context of Webinar

3. Overview of the Law Concerning Suspensions and Expulsions of Students in 
Preschool and Kindergarten to Grade 2 

a. Review of Commissioner’s Memo and Letter 

4. District’s Discourse: Lessons Learned and Implementation Strategies; 

a.  What have you learned from review of your data?

b.  What are your challenges?

c.   What is your priority strategy/approach to address exclusionary discipline for  

this population?

5. Developing a Comprehensive System Approach with shared Accountability 
including Early Brain Development

6. (New) PK-2 Compliance Reporting and Coding for the ED166 

7. Questions and Answers 

8. Closing Remarks and Next Steps 

a.   How can the CSDE Best Support your Efforts?
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Context of Webinar
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The Connecticut State Board of Education's Five-year Comprehensive Plan 2016-21

Connecticut State Board of Education 
Five-year Comprehensive Plan - 2016-21
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http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/board/five_year_comprehensive_plan_for_education.pdf


CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• “School policy 
violations (e.g., 
disrespect, 
disruption, 
insubordination) 
continue to be the 
reason for a 
majority of the 
disciplinary 
sanctions.”

• “Declines are 
evidenced among 
all student groups 
but 
disproportionality
persists in the 
application of 
sanctions (e.g., by 
race, gender)”

Suspensions and Expulsions in Connecticut 
Excerpts from May 2017 Report Summary

7



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Suspensions and Expulsions in Connecticut 
Excerpts from May 2017 Report Summary

• “Preschool – Grade 
2 students are 
receiving out-of-
school suspension 
for reasons not 
permitted in state 
statute.”

• “Students receiving 
disciplinary 
sanctions are 
experiencing 
substantial 
attendance and 
performance 
issues.”
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Overview of the Law Concerning Suspensions and 
Expulsions of Students in Preschool and Kindergarten 

to Grade 2
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Clarifying the Definitions per C.G.S. 10-233

• “Removal” “means an exclusion from a classroom for all or 
part of a single class period, provided such exclusion shall not 
extend beyond ninety minutes.”

• “In-school Suspension” “means an exclusion from regular 
classroom activity for no more than ten consecutive school 
days, but not exclusion from school…”

• “Out-of-school Suspension” “means an exclusion from school 
privileges or from transportation services only for no more 
than ten consecutive school days…”

• “Expulsion” “means an exclusion from school privileges for 
more than ten consecutive school days…”
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Public Act 15-96 

An Act Prohibiting Out-Of-School Suspensions and Expulsions 
for Students in Preschool and Grades Kindergarten to Two 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Review of the Commissioner’s Memo 
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District’s Discourse: Lessons Learned and 
Implementation Strategies
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Lessons Learned and Implementation Strategies

1. What have you learned from review of your 
data?

2. What are your challenges?

3. What is your priority strategy/approach to 
address exclusionary discipline for this 
population?
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Developing a Comprehensive Systems Approach 
with Shared Accountability including Early Brain 

Development
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Harvard Center for the Developing Child

Human Brain Development
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Early Brain Development 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Children need to be in school to build their brains!

Early Brain Development 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A Systems Approach

MTSS

Universal Management, Continuous Progress Monitoring, Continuum of Evidence-based Support, 
Implementation with Fidelity, Team-base implementation, Data-based Decision Making and 

Outcome  Oriented

Behavior

School-wide 
Discipline and School 
Climate, Classroom 

Management, 
Function-based 

supports

Curriculum and 
Instruction, Literacy, 

Numeracy

Academics
Additional 
Learning 
Supports

School-based Mental 
health, Health and 

Wellness, Social 
Emotional learning

Adapted from George Sugai, 2012

Family, School and Community Partnerships

All Students, All Staff, All School Settings
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Using a Systems Approach to 
Drive Policy and Practice

Expelled and 
Re-entry 

Attendance 
and 

Performance 
Issues

Dispropor-
tionality

Pre-K –
Grade 2 

Suspensions
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A Systems Approach

• What are student’s psycho-social attitudes and belief in 
relation to academic work.

• These beliefs could impact behaviors and motivation
(fixed vs. growth).

• What behaviors are commonly associated with being a
successful student?
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Two Mindsets

21
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Research on Early Indicators “At Promise”

• Data systems

• Adult advocates

• Academic support and enrichment

• Evidence-based practices regarding behavior 
attendance and social skills

• Personalized learning

• Rigorous relevant instruction 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Alignment Framework
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

EdSight

EdSight and Trend Data
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http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.dohttp:/edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do


PK-2 Compliance Reporting and Coding for the 
ED166
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PA 15-96 Compliance Report

• Records listed on the ED166 PA 15‐96 Compliance Report are 
students who received a OSS or expulsion in PK‐2 and whose 
incident type does not fall into one of the categories listed in PA 
15‐96. 

• This report gives your LEA an opportunity to review the records 
reported and revise any inaccuracies. 

• Your LEA can also use this report as a tool to ensure you are 
correctly following PA 15‐ 96. 

• You should not change the records on the report if they are correct 
as is.
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PA 15-96 Compliance Report
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PA 15-96 Compliance Information

On the ED166 Help Site is a color-coded list of 
Incident Types that may be deemed violent, 
sexual in nature, or a danger to others. 

Records in green will not appear on your report. 
Please note this list is not an endorsement by 
CSDE to impose a particular sanction.

ED166 Help Site:  http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/ed166
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http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/ed166


Questions and Answers
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Closing Remarks and Next Steps
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Coming Soon: Rethinking School Discipline in 
Connecticut Resource Webpage
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Thank You
Thank you for participating in today’s webinar

If you have additional questions, please contact:

Charlene Russell-Tucker, Chief Operating Officer
Charlene.Russell-Tucker@ct.gov

Andrea Brinnel , Education Consultant
Andrea.Brinnel@ct.gov

Kimberly Traverso, Education Consultant
kimberly.traverso@ct.gov

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Keryn Felder, Education Consultant
Keryn.felder@ct.gov

Peter Haberlandt, Director of Legal and Government Affairs
Peter.haberlandt@ct.gov
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