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District - 
Level

Guidance 
and 

Support

● SETTING DIRECTION
○ Understanding the Why

■ Student Practice (questions types, interface, 
and feedback) 

■ Learning for Educators
● Question types
● Necessary skills
● Plan for how to better teach the skills 

● DEVELOPING PERSONNEL
○ Professional Learning



District - Level

Guidance 

and 

Support

● Organizational Structures 
○ Allocation of Resources

■ Time
■ Ongoing Support 

● INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE
○ Models
○ Instructional Tools



Strategic Planning Goals





Comprehensive Assessment System  

Unlocking the Power of Assessment - 
Renaissance Learning Retrieved 9/2023



Comprehensive 
Assessment 

System



Elementary Overview Statement

Goal:

*Prepare students to be successful on                                                              
ELA, Math & NGSS Smarter Balanced Assessment

Action Plan:

*Align IABs to Curriculum Units of Study

*Expose and Engage students to the level of rigor in real time using 
individually selected questions 

*Implement full IAB instructionally 3x per year            



Literacy Overview Statement

Familiarizing teachers with the SBAC assessment improved their understanding of the 
test.  In order to do this, we gave teachers time to look at sample test passages and 
questions and actually take the test as a student.  Based on this knowledge, teachers 
are now able to plan instruction and utilize the interim assessments for instruction 
using note taking strategies, exposing students to the types of questions being asked 
and demonstrating ways to successfully answer questions anchored with focus 
claims and standards.  Members of the grade level team are given opportunities to 
share their instructional methods and their test knowledge with their colleagues 
through a learning lab structure.  This involves grade level teams planning instruction 
and observing each other executing lessons.  There is a debrief after each session 
where adjustments are made and the lesson is executed again tweaking and 
improving instruction each round.  Using the interim assessments as an instructional 
tool has continued to improve SBAC scores as teachers gain more knowledge of 
instructional best practices and the intricacies of the test.  



Alignment with TC 
Reading Units of Study

Tools For Planning 
Comprehension
3rd
4th
5th

TC Reading 
Progressions

Model w/instructional interims 
by standard using the  Tools 
for Teachers Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Portal.

Use targeted small groups 
using groupings from iReady.

Monitor progress using 
notebook responses and pre 
& post unit assessments. 

Continue this pattern throughout fiction & nonfiction units of study.
Monitor through iReady Fall (Sept.), Winter (Dec.) and Spring (March).
Continue instruction groupings based on iReady

Teacher 
reads 
through the 
passage & 
questions.

I do,
We do,
You do

Learning 
Lab 
integration

Alignment with the Common 
Core State Standards

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JSI8tY-cEpiDn8BqpA46zEpwDxDf36K6?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/161cWn-0i2hwJak1PY2q7DGdA0UvNFi-a?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RIf3gnqsfvMKXUFBFbSwh4wZ9jj3jNZh?usp=drive_link


We do SBAC  practice 2 X per month from 
October through March that aligns with TC units, 
Common Core Standards and learning 
progressions.  

● We use the TC Units of Study with a learning progression 
focus which is based on the Common Core Standards.

● We begin by teaching SBAC lessons whole group.

● The following week we use a “We Do” or “I Do” model that 
aligns with the lesson from the previous week. 

● We utilize a learning lab model in which multiple teachers 
collaborate to plan, execute and reflect/revise each lesson. 



Math Alignment 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1la13b8afSmJWmxnosTXdR-GUHVoZuIUHGmt6abPERJE/edit?usp=sharing


Math Alignment 

Analyze / 
Justify Select 

ALL

Complete 
the Table



Math - Full IAB as an Instructional Tool 

When? 3x per year:  Late Fall / Early Winter / Spring

What? Intentional Selection:                                          
*Analysis of prior achievement                                    

*IAB and Performance Task

How? Instructional
*Question-by-question                                         

*Solve and input                                                          
*Full session

Why? Immediate Feedback                                        
*Review, Clarify, Reflect



Math - Full IAB - Performance Analysis 



Math - Full IAB - Target Level



Math - Full IAB Intentional Selection



Math - Full IAB as an Instructional Tool 

*Question-by-question
*Solve and Input 

*Immediate Feedback
*Review, Clarify, Reflect



NGSS IABs



Using IABs as Instructional Opportunities

Highlights:

*Low pressure, builds confidence

*Explicit connections to units of study throughout the year

*Exposure to the level of rigor of questions

*In the moment feedback

*Training opportunity - platform features, test-taking strategies           


