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Growing Number of English Learners (ELs), 
SYs 2015-16 to SY 2019-20
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Growth in the Number of Immigrants, SY 2017-18 to 2019-20
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Number of Years as an English Learner, SY 2019-20
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Fluidity of English Learner and Public School Student Status 
During SY 2019-20

2472: Students who were not registeredat the beginning of 
the school year but were registered and reported as ELs by 
the end of the year. 

906: Students who were registered but not reported as an 
EL at the beginning of the school year but were an EL by the 
end of the school year.

.  
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District Mobility of English Learners, SY 2019-20
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Majority of Newly Identified ELs and New to their District ELs 
Are in Districts with at Least 1,000 Total ELs, SY 2019-20

Total EL Population Number of Districts

0 14

0-19 76

20-99 54

100-499 41

500-999 7

1000+ 9

51%

12%

27%

8% 2%

1000+ 500-999 100-499 20-99 1-19
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Native Languages

Of Newly Identified ELs and New to their District ELs, SY 2019-20
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Grade Bands

Of Newly Identified ELs and New to their District ELs, SY 2019-20
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Key Demographics 

Of Newly Identified ELs and New to their District ELs, SY 2019-20
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A 4-Pillars approach provides a focus on racial and ethnic and linguistically 

diverse populations whose presence, needs and expectations were not evident or 
considered over the many years of accumulated school culture and service development.

Welcoming Safety Opportunity to 

Participate

Opportunity to Learn
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Welcome Centers and Strategies for Supporting New English 
Learners

ÅWhat does welcoming mean beyond the traditional packet offered 

by the school secretary? Whatôs missing ?

ÅHow do EL students develop an identity with the school?

ÅHow do parents develop an identity as part of the school 

community?

ÅOther than the classroom - what other types of ñmembershipò are 

students invited to be included in? Are there unconscious biases that 

are a barrier to that?
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aƻǊŜ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧΦ

ÅWhat is the type and range of outreach offered to EL students and their families 

as it relates to non-academic support and welcoming?

ÅDo schools offer the full array of opportunities and benefits (curricular, 

extracurricular and recreational) afforded non-EL peers? How is that 

communicated?

ÅIs it communicated in a way that feels truly caring and welcoming?
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aƻǊŜ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧΦ

ÅAre there the same or similar ways for families to be 

involved in the school community afforded non-EL families?

ÅDo school leaders offer opportunities for EL families to 

come in and talk about their experiences in the school, in a 

welcoming, informal setting?

ÅWhat can we learn by observing our own welcoming 

practices?
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Augusto Gomes, District Administrator
ESL/Bilingual Education & World Language Departments

Danbury Public Schools
Curriculum Resource Center
42 Beaver Brook Rd., Suite 1
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone:  (203) 790-2805 ~ FAX:  (203) 790-2809 
eMail:  gomesa@danbury.k12.ct.us

ά5ŀƴōǳǊȅ DǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ aŀƴȅ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎέ

mailto:gomesa@danbury.k12.ct.us
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ESL RECEPTION CENTER AT CENTRAL REGISTRATION

One Stop 
Shop

Safe Haven

Ongoing 
Communication
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ά5ŀƴōǳǊȅ DǊƻǿǎ ƛƴ aŀƴȅ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎέ

ESL RECEPTION CENTER AT CENTRAL REGISTRATION 

άIh² ²9 5h L¢έ

ÅRegistration/Initial Identification
ÅESL Proficiency Assessment
ÅParent Orientation
ÅMultilingual Support
ÅOutreach Initiatives
ÅIntergenerational Workshops


