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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below.  

 

• Job Opening: Education Services Specialist for the Child Nutrition Programs: Application 

Deadline January 4, 2022 

• Reminder: Receipt Invoices in FFAVORS before Holiday Break 

• Onsite Monitoring Requirements for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School 

Breakfast Program (SBP), Afterschool Snack Program (ASP), Seamless Summer Option (SSO) 

and Districts with Food Service Management Company (FSMC) Contracts 

• Seeking School Nutrition Directors to Join Innovation Cohort: Apply by January 4, 2022 

• Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s Farm Viability Grant: Due February 14, 2022 

• New Feature Alert for the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs Interactive Web-

based Tool 

• Share Your Child Nutrition Program Success Stories and Resources on the Institute of Child 

Nutrition’s (ICN) Child Nutrition Sharing Site (CNSS) 

• Dietary Guidelines for Americans: Handouts, Presentations, and Resources 

• Resource Roundup: Updated CSDE’s Resources for the Preschool Meal Patterns 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. Thank you. 

 

For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk 

webpage. 

 

This is the last edition of the School Lunch Tray for 2021. The School Lunch Tray will resume on 

January 5, 2022. Best wishes from all of us for a wonderful holiday season!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Job Opening: Education Services Specialist for the Child Nutrition Programs: 

Application Deadline January 4, 2022 

The CSDE is currently accepting applications for an Education Services Specialist for the Child 

Nutrition Programs (CNP) unit within the School Nutrition Programs team. This position will assist in 

administering the USDA school nutrition programs including the National School Lunch Program 

(NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), Food Distribution 

Program (FDP), Afterschool Snack Program (ASP), and Seamless Summer Option of the NSLP. For 

more information, refer to the Job Opening: Education Services Specialist at the Connecticut State 

Department of Administrative Services. 

 

 

Reminder: Receipt Invoices in FFAVORS before Holiday Break  

Be sure to receipt any invoices in FFAVORS before you leave the office for the holiday break. Invoices 

must be receipted within five days in FFAVORS to ensure prompt processing by the USDA.  

 

 
  

https://www.jobapscloud.com/CT/sup/bulpreview.asp?R1=211214&R2=3230EA&R3=001
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Onsite Monitoring Requirements for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), 

School Breakfast Program (SBP), Afterschool Snack Program (ASP), Seamless Summer 

Option (SSO) and Districts with Food Service Management Company (FSMC) Contracts 

The chart below summarizes the onsite monitoring requirements for school year 2021-22. The CSDE 

previously provided this information in the chart, Comparison of Operating the National School 

Lunch Program (NSLP) and Seamless Summer Option (SSO) for School Food Authorities in School 

Year 2021-22 through June 30, 2022. Sample monitoring forms are available in the “Monitoring 

Forms” section of the CSDE’s Forms for School Nutrition Programs webpage.  

 

In addition to the onsite monitoring requirements below, districts contracting with a food service 

management company (FSMC) must also complete separate FSMC monitoring. The FSMC onsite 

monitoring must be done two times a year. The CSDE recommends that the first monitoring visit 

occurs by October 1 and the second visit occurs by February 1. A sample FSMC monitoring form 

(Exhibit I: Sample School Food Authority (SFA)/Food Service Management Company (FSMC) 

Monitoring Form) is available the “Food Service Management Company” section of the CSDE’s Forms 

for School Nutrition Programs webpage.  

 

Topic NSLP, SBP, and ASP SSO 

 

Required 

monitoring by 

SFAs/sponsors 

 

NSLP: On-site * review of lunch counting 

and claiming system for all SFAs with 

more than one school site completed 

annually by February 1.  

 

SBP: On-site * review of breakfast 

counting and claiming system for all SFAS 

with more than one school site. Must be 

completed annually by February 1 for 50 

percent of sites operating the SBP. Each 

site operating the SBP must be reviewed 

once every two years.  

 

ASP: Each ASP must be reviewed on-site 

* twice per year. The first review must be 

conducted within the first four weeks of 

operation. The second review must be 

conducted sometime during the 

remainder of the ASP operation. 

 

 

Review of meal counting, 

claiming, and meal pattern and 

food safety compliance at least 

one on-site * during each site’s 

operation. 

 

The CSDE recommends 

following the monitoring 

requirements for the NSLP, 

SBP, and ASP and also 

recommends reviewing the 

sites the first four weeks of 

operation. 

* SFAs must opt in to the applicable USDA waivers using the Connecticut Online Application and 

Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System). 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/COVID-19/Comparison_Chart_NSLP_SSO_through_June_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/COVID-19/Comparison_Chart_NSLP_SSO_through_June_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/COVID-19/Comparison_Chart_NSLP_SSO_through_June_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#m
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#m
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FSMC/SFA_FSMC_monitoring_form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FSMC/SFA_FSMC_monitoring_form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#f
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Seeking School Nutrition Directors to Join Innovation Cohort: Apply by January 4, 

2022 

Do you have ideas about how to change your meal program to better meet the needs of kids, but little 

time or resources to try new approaches? The No Kid Hungry Program Innovation team is offering a 

unique opportunity for school nutrition directors to bring their ideas to life by joining an innovation 

cohort facilitated by the global design firm, IDEO. 

 

Cohort Member Responsibilities 

• Participate in three 90-minute virtual working sessions in January through March, scheduled 

based on the availability of the cohort members  

• Pilot an approach from the toolkit in the district/school sometime in March - June  

• Support ongoing learning and evolution of the toolkit by sharing staff, kids’, and caregivers’ 

experiences from pilot approaches 

 

No Kid Hungry aims to assemble a geographically diverse cohort of five school nutrition directors. 

Participating directors will receive a personal stipend of $1,000 to contribute their time and expertise 

during the design process, as well as a $4,000 grant to pilot an approach from the toolkit in their 

schools. 

 

For more information and the application process, refer to Seeking School Nutrition Directors to Join 

Innovation Cohort. The application deadline is January 4, 2022. 

 

 

Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s Farm Viability Grant: Due February 14, 2022 

The Farm Viability Grant (FVG) is a competitive matching grant program open to municipalities, 

regional planning organizations, associations of municipalities, and agricultural non-profits. It is 

authorized by Section 22-26j of the Connecticut General Statutes. The maximum grant award is 

$49,999. The deadline is February 14, 2022 

 

The FVG’s focus areas that align with farm to school efforts are below. 

 

1. Urban Agriculture: Projects that focus on establishing or expanding support and resources for 

urban agriculture. 

2. Food Supply Chain: Projects that would make kitchen space available to process CT Grown 

farm products or propose plans/development for construction of meat processing 

facilities/food hubs, co-op operations or increase market opportunities for CT farmers. 

3. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in Agriculture: Projects which directly impact farmers in 

one or more of the following classifications: limited resource, BIPOC, veterans, members of the 

LGBTQ+ community, or people with a disability. 

 

For more information and a recorded webinar about the FVG, visit the Connecticut Department of 

Aquiculture’s Farm Viability Grant webpage.  

 

 
  

https://www.ideo.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/283504c3b3add96827a4ae4b9/files/70e5917d-4ef8-d8a4-a602-77d2ef35ec80/Opportunity_Announcement_for_Innovation_Cohort.vField.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/283504c3b3add96827a4ae4b9/files/70e5917d-4ef8-d8a4-a602-77d2ef35ec80/Opportunity_Announcement_for_Innovation_Cohort.vField.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_422.htm#sec_22-26j
https://portal.ct.gov/DOAG/ADaRC/Publications/Farm-Viability-Grant-Program-for-Municipalities--501-c-3-Agricultural-Non-Profits
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New Feature Alert for the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs Interactive Web-

based Tool 

A new feature is now available on the Food Buying Guide (FBG) for Child Nutrition Programs 

Interactive Web-based Tool. Users can now view the meal pattern requirements per meal component 

for a selected Program and age/grade group while using the FBG calculator. This feature allows for 

easy access to helpful meal pattern guidance to assist in creating shopping lists.  

 

 

Share Your Child Nutrition Program Success Stories and Resources on the Institute of 

Child Nutrition’s (ICN) Child Nutrition Sharing Site (CNSS) 

The CNSS is an online information center hosted by the ICN that provides Child Nutrition Programs 

(CNPs) with an avenue for sharing resources and best practices related to program operations. The 

ICN is inviting CNP operators to submit information about innovative strategies for recruiting and 

hiring staff for their Child Nutrition Program, or tools and resources that have been helpful in 

navigating supply chain disruptions.  

 

To submit your success story article and resources to the CNSS, visit the ICN’s Submission Form. The 

ICN will vet and post this information to the CNSS Resource Hub for other program operators to 

access and download. This will help the ICN to build a reservoir of resources that will ensure child 

nutrition professionals have access to helpful tools, templates, training curriculums, videos, articles, 

and best practices that support CNP operations. 

 

For more information, visit the websites below. 

 

• CNSS Resource Hub:  

https://theicn.org/cnss/resources 

• CNSS Resource Submission Guide:  

https://theicn.org/cnss/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CNSS-Submission-Guide.pdf 

• CNSS Resource Submission Form:  

https://theicn.org/cnss/public-resource-submission/ 

 

 

Dietary Guidelines for Americans: Handouts, Presentations, and Resources 

The Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion has added five new consumer-friendly 

handouts based on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2020-2025 to the Toolkit for Professionals. 

The new handouts take a life stage approach and reflect the science-based nutrition guidance in the 

current edition of the Dietary Guidelines. 

 

Presentation slides on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans and Figures and Infographics are also 

available. For more information and resources, visit the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2020-2025 

and Online Materials webpage. 

 

 

https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/
https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/
https://theicn.org/cnss/public-resource-submission/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMTUuNTAzNDg1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RoZWljbi5vcmcvY25zcy9yZXNvdXJjZXMifQ.4T-0hjO1yf0BPkoDzGZ2xLG3wOudvbwlJg-1e_0RNv4%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F123191201765-l&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C42c34536ea054267d58808d9bfeed6b5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637751854793161063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zs%2B4gT7kYZktl8WRdd9ELYgcinIhbLftvTzCOpDTIII%3D&reserved=0
https://theicn.org/cnss/resources
https://theicn.org/cnss/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CNSS-Submission-Guide.pdf
https://theicn.org/cnss/public-resource-submission/
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/professional-resources?source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/professional-resources/health-professionals-presentations
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/figures-infographics
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/resources/2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-online-materials
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/resources/2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-online-materials
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Resource Roundup: Updated CSDE’s Resources for the Preschool Meal Patterns 

An updated version of the CSDE’s Resources for the Preschool Meal Patterns is available. This 

document includes resources and websites to assist school food authorities (SFAs) with meeting the 

USDA’s meal patterns and crediting requirements for preschoolers in the NSLP, SBP, SSO, and ASP. 

Resources are organized alphabetically by topic. A link to this document is also available in the “Meal 

Patterns for Preschoolers” section of CSDE’s Meal Patterns for Preschoolers in School Nutrition 

Programs webpage. 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Preschool/ResourcesPreschoolMealPattern.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Patterns-Preschoolers-in-School-Nutrition-Programs#MealPatternsPreschoolers
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Patterns-Preschoolers-in-School-Nutrition-Programs#MealPatternsPreschoolers
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Patterns-Preschoolers-in-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Patterns-Preschoolers-in-School-Nutrition-Programs
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 

and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, 

and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or 

activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 

contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 

benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have 

speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than 

English. 

 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 

found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA 

office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in 

the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 

request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  

1400 Independence Avenue, SW  

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.     

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

affirmative action/equal opportunity for all 

qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment practice, 

education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of age, ancestry, color, civil air 

patrol status, criminal record (in state 

employment and licensing), gender identity 

or expression, genetic information, 

intellectual disability, learning disability, 

marital status, mental disability (past or 

present), national origin, physical disability 

(including blindness), race, religious creed, 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, sex (pregnancy or 

sexual harassment), sexual orientation, 

veteran status or workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, unless there is a bona 

fide occupational qualification excluding 

persons in any of the aforementioned 

protected classes. 

 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed 

to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment 

Opportunity Director/Americans with 

Disabilities Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut 

State Department of Education, 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Suite 505, Hartford, 

CT 06103, 860-807-2071, 

levy.gillespie@ct.gov. 
 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff in the CSDE’s Bureau 

of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education, 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/Training/

TableTalk/SLT_12_22_2021.pdf.  

https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:levy.gillespie@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/Training/TableTalk/SLT_12_22_2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/Training/TableTalk/SLT_12_22_2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/Training/TableTalk/SLT_12_22_2021.pdf

