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The School Lunch Tray: November 4, 2026 

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 

weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition 

programs.  

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members. 

For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table 

Talk webpage.  

The School Lunch Tray: November 4, 2026 

Action Items 
• Reminder: Procurement 101 Day 3 Mandatory Training is Thursday, November 5, 2026 

• Fall into Farm to School Live! Webinar: November 9, 2026  
• Healthy Food Certification (HFC) for Public Schools Due November 30, 2026 
• Updated Version of CSDE’s Instructions for Completing the Verification Collection 

Report (FNS 742), Report Due December 1, 2026 

Need to Know 

• None 

Good to Know 

• November is Native American Heritage Month  

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Reminder: Procurement 101 Day 3 Mandatory Training is Thursday, November 5, 

2026 

The third session of the CSDE’s four-part Procurement 101 training series will be held on 

Thursday, Thursday November 5, 2026, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Training topics include discussions 

regarding group purchasing (i.e., CO-OP, group buying, group purchasing, etc.) and USDA 

Foods. Attendance is required for school nutrition program directors, management, and staff 

tasked with National School Lunch Program (NSLP) procurement responsibilities. 

Please use the link below to join the training. 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/229657858330888?p=lpirJOQenlhqS0LM8u 

Meeting ID: 229 657 858 330 888 

Passcode: 6Ja6eQ3V 

Need help? | System reference 

Dial in by phone 

+1 860-840-2075,,513782933# United States, Hartford 

Find a local number 

Phone conference ID: 513 782 933# 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F229657858330888%3Fp%3DlpirJOQenlhqS0LM8u&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C20a5608102dc4e8cca4e08df38f946d5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639292315418027400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CBNKfSTeltNbV%2FdScLyrqb3wOgONRdEKfLVvlTpb8LY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C20a5608102dc4e8cca4e08df38f946d5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639292315418056745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KlGaKwFb6lqLOIz7hzM7tkH2utrzBrjU%2FxKVNU%2BadwU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_OGMxNmQwNjYtMTYxNi00MjZlLTliOTgtYjQ2MTIyMGZmYjAw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25220cbb8d63-cd11-4755-89ba-b3cc1481d161%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C20a5608102dc4e8cca4e08df38f946d5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639292315418077334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z6350yHi8Gy7DzwOodvr8s2fVnXprHAp8rTkL4CWdM4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.cloud.microsoft%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D513782933&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C20a5608102dc4e8cca4e08df38f946d5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639292315418098907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lr%2B5lLt%2BZomka6%2FodpjBg5y0%2FsVaAPAL9400BG%2BXR%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
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Fall into Farm to School Live! Webinar: November 9, 2026 

Join the CSDE, UConn Extension, and Regional Farm to School Coordinators 

for the Fall into Farm to School Live! webinar on November 9, 2026, from 2:30-

4:00 p.m. This webinar will review farm to school initiatives, resources, and 

support for school year 2026-27. It will include the latest information on the CT 

Fresh Ed Buy Local Program and CT Fresh Ed Compass & Snapshot, and will 

provide an opportunity to connect with each district’s Regional Farm to School 

Coordinator. 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/214145455779977?p=9DqigeSezVgfwhzp19  

Meeting ID: 214 145 455 779 977  

Passcode: e2mL6Bt9  

Need help? | System reference  

Dial in by phone  

+1 860-840-2075,,785499598# United States, Hartford  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 785 499 598#  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F214145455779977%3Fp%3D9DqigeSezVgfwhzp19&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C33138216688b4eafd02808df39fadc19%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639293421772473656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F4%2BljEzowxp7SHyQCloO1o4THKQ6XIJ%2Bvks9pVULgic%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C33138216688b4eafd02808df39fadc19%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639293421772502899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NPwpgTWqY8LE89D9Gar5PQn%2B6Jsuz3tQyUx9cQv324I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MTFmNjNjNzYtNmI4NS00MWRiLWI3YTgtOWU0ODRmYmIzNTU1%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522a2278f1d-5da7-4c57-a36d-9c6208db49da%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C33138216688b4eafd02808df39fadc19%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639293421772522614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FVHpVuBOfwYCZ9OucSUI1qNrrZRm0fHH9iVDJq5TFuU%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,785499598
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.cloud.microsoft%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D785499598&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C33138216688b4eafd02808df39fadc19%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639293421772542022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FeaqVZNEw3wOGgFS9s9W3jKh0R0yWfaMfXkE%2B0obA%2BA%3D&reserved=0
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Healthy Food Certification (HFC) for Public Schools Due November 30, 2026 

The annual HFC documentation for school year 2026-27 is due by November 30, 2026. All HFC 

districts must submit the online HFC Compliance Survey. In addition, the districts listed in 

the document below must also submit lists of foods and beverages available for sale to students 

from all sources. 

• Districts Required to Submit Food and Beverage Lists for School Year 2026-27 

For detailed guidance on the HFC documentation requirements, refer to the CSDE’s email from 

November 2, 2026, which was sent to the district’s HFC contact person, food service director, 

and business manager. For more information, visit the “Annual HFC Documentation” section of 

the CSDE’s HFC webpage and refer to the guidance below. 

• Guidance for Completing the HFC Compliance Survey 

• Guidance for Submitting Lists of Foods and Beverages for HFC Documentation 

• CSDE training module: Completing the Documentation Requirements for HFC: This 

training is 9 minutes for districts that are not required to submit lists of foods and 

beverages and 24 minutes for districts that are required to submit lists of foods and 

beverages. 

For questions, please contact susan.fiore@ct.gov.  

Note: These annual HFC documentation requirements are different from the annual HFC 

application (HFC Statement ED099 Addendum), which was due to the CSDE by July 1, 2026, 

and has already been completed by all HFC districts. 

 

Updated Version of CSDE’s Instructions for Completing the Verification Collection 

Report (FNS 742), Report Due December 1, 2026 

The CSDE recently updated the instructions, Completing the Verification Collection Report (FNS 

742), to include guidance for schools that implement the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP). 

This updated version is dated October 2026. As a reminder, all sponsors of the National School 

Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) must complete the FNS 742 

Verification Collection Report (VCR) in the Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System 

for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System) by December 1, 2026. For more information, refer to 

The School Lunch Tray: October 28, 2026. 

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/Doc/Districts_Required_to_Submit_Lists_Foods_Beverages_HFC_Documentation.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-documentation
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/Doc/Guidance_Completing_HFC_Compliance_Survey.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/Doc/Guidance_Submitting_Lists_HFC_Documentation.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-documentation#DocumentationTrainingModule
mailto:susan.fiore@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/forms/verification/completing_verification_collection_report.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/forms/verification/completing_verification_collection_report.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/slt_10_28_2026.pdf
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Good to Know 

November is Native American Heritage Month 

Celebrate Native American Heritage Month by learning about Native American 

FoodWays. UConn Extension’s Farm to School website offers a variety of 

engaging resources, including fun facts, recipes, and links to additional 

educational materials that can help inspire menu items, classroom activities, or 

school-wide events. 

The site also features resources designed specifically for educators, making it 

easy to share with teachers across the school community, including culinary arts and family and 

consumer sciences programs. Partnering with educators can create meaningful cross-curricular 

learning opportunities and foster greater building-wide collaboration while honoring Native 

American cultures and traditions. 

 

 

 

https://farmtoschool.extension.uconn.edu/native-american-foodways/
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff 

at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition 

Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This 

document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/ 

slt_11_04_2026.pdf. 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or 

reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default//files/documents/ad-3027.pdf from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) 

about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 

letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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