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The School Lunch Tray: October 14, 2026 

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 

weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition 

programs.  

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members. 

For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table 

Talk webpage.  

Action Items 
• Reminder: Procurement 101 Day 1 Mandatory Training is Thursday, October 15, 2026 
• Check SAM.gov Registration Expiration Date 

Need to Know 

• October is National Farm to School Month  
• 2025 Turnip the Beet Award Winners 
• Happy National School Lunch Week (NSLW) 2026: October 12-16 
• Revised CSDE Resource Lists 

Good to Know 

• None 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Reminder: Procurement 101 Day 1 Mandatory Training is Thursday, October 15, 

2026 

The first of the CSDE’s four-part Procurement 101 training series will be held on Thursday, 

October 15, 2026, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. This training series meets the mandatory annual training 

requirements as stated in 7CFR 210.21(h). Attendance is required for school nutrition program 

directors, management, and staff tasked with National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 

procurement responsibilities. 

Please use the link below to join the training. 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/229657858330888?p=lpirJOQenlhqS0LM8u 

Meeting ID: 229 657 858 330 888 

Passcode: 6Ja6eQ3V 

Need help? | System reference 

Dial in by phone 

+1 860-840-2075,,513782933# United States, Hartford 

Find a local number 

Phone conference ID: 513 782 933# 

 

Check SAM.gov Registration Expiration Date 

Sponsors of the USDA Child Nutrition Programs should check their organization’s SAM.gov 

registration expiration date and coordinate with the person responsible for renewal. Entity 

registrations must be renewed every 365 days to remain active. Plan to begin the renewal 

process 60-90 days before expiration to allow time for validation and any needed corrections. A 

lapse can affect eligibility for federal awards and may interrupt payments. Renewal is free when 

completed directly through SAM.gov. Sponsors should monitor renewal notices and confirm that 

registration is active after submitting. 

 
 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210#p-210.21(h)
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F229657858330888%3Fp%3DlpirJOQenlhqS0LM8u&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb09918d19c094ea43b0208df2a098ddc%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639275892663192043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K6t3obLqcDgdT4dFsWTEAJNeYP2BeBwuMlFHxPBQ%2BOo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb09918d19c094ea43b0208df2a098ddc%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639275892663220945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FP9ohkB9NosQ41mvXTrQGNRsBJU%2BLHIB05caQnwyux8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_OGMxNmQwNjYtMTYxNi00MjZlLTliOTgtYjQ2MTIyMGZmYjAw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25220cbb8d63-cd11-4755-89ba-b3cc1481d161%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb09918d19c094ea43b0208df2a098ddc%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639275892663240437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6YZDL3RRl%2FpXEEOFwB3s4gw1NaEX3nV7D%2FWTtKWuP9U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.cloud.microsoft%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D513782933&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb09918d19c094ea43b0208df2a098ddc%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639275892663258337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g4nk1coQ7bDNp4s4cIOT0z9q06F0kb1HHezefCYuvg8%3D&reserved=0
https://sam.gov/
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Need to Know 

October is National Farm to School Month 

After an amazing week celebrating CT Grown for CT Kids Week, the fun can 

continue as the whole month of October is National Farm to School Month. 

Local CT Grown foods are still available in abundance and local farmers are 

ready to work with schools. School food authorities can contact their Regional 

Farm to School Coordinator for assistance.  

Please continue submitting entries to the CT Grown for CT Kids Week 

Registration Form to share activities that took place last week. These submissions help highlight 

the great work being done and share accomplishments with everyone. This data supports the 

CSDE’s efforts to continue to incorporate farm to school into the 3 Cs: cafeteria, classroom, and 

community. 

 

2025 Turnip the Beet Award Winners 

The USDA Food and Nutrition Administration (FNA) recently announced the recipients of the 

2025 Turnip the Beet Awards. This honor celebrates outstanding sponsors of the Summer Food 

Service Program (SFSP) and the National School Lunch Program Seamless Summer Option 

(SSO) who exceed program standards, delivering exceptional, nutritious meals to children 

throughout the summer. This year, 170 sponsors distinguished themselves by earning a gold, 

silver, or bronze award. Congratulations to Watertown and East Hartford for having their efforts 

recognized! To learn more, visit the USDA’s Turnip the Beet webpage. 

 

Happy National School Lunch Week (NSLW) 2026: October 12-16 

This week is NSLW, with the theme of Cafeteria Circus: Where Healthy Choices Take Center 

Stage. For more information and resources, visit the School Nutrition Association’s National 

School Lunch Week webpage. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmtoschool.org%2Four-work%2Ffarm-to-school-month&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C428d3e857320462029d608df28606bb1%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639274066779399670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6wCxsUbNz21knj11FyDAAtnbI3XkbBhOX1GjmgXxH0U%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/f2s_assigned_regional_coordinators.pdf?rev=18b8883ddf834d9a975451c49ead07e5&hash=7D072
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/f2s_assigned_regional_coordinators.pdf?rev=18b8883ddf834d9a975451c49ead07e5&hash=7D072
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.cloud.microsoft%2Fmail%2Finbox%2Fid%2FAAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%252FEWg0A9lAEikxovEeOFrEHHcDHPAAF586wVgAA&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C428d3e857320462029d608df28606bb1%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639274066779434186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0avhc7sG78nD9xur0F0sGDpO7V%2BC9MCsDfxR6GT%2F5wE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.cloud.microsoft%2Fmail%2Finbox%2Fid%2FAAkALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%252FEWg0A9lAEikxovEeOFrEHHcDHPAAF586wVgAA&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C428d3e857320462029d608df28606bb1%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639274066779434186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0avhc7sG78nD9xur0F0sGDpO7V%2BC9MCsDfxR6GT%2F5wE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fna.usda.gov/sfsp/turnip-the-beet
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolnutrition.org%2Fabout-school-meals%2Fnational-school-lunch-week%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C1e4528eef70146f6354008defe29b781%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639227652285839515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RWCsXLJg8v2TcJztpreCFtzzV3XgNdoA%2Fu%2Fi5v8OcR8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschoolnutrition.org%2Fabout-school-meals%2Fnational-school-lunch-week%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C1e4528eef70146f6354008defe29b781%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639227652285839515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RWCsXLJg8v2TcJztpreCFtzzV3XgNdoA%2Fu%2Fi5v8OcR8%3D&reserved=0
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Revised CSDE Resource Lists 

The CSDE’s resource lists include resources and websites related to the operation of the 

USDA’s Child Nutrition Programs and promoting healthy school nutrition and physical activity 

environments. Updated versions (October 2026) of the lists below are now available.  

• Resource List for Child Nutrition Programs 

• Resource List for Dietary Guidance and Nutrition Information 

• Resource List for Food Safety in Child Nutrition Programs 

• Resource List for Health and Achievement 

• Resource List for Menu Planning and Food Production in Child Nutrition Programs 

• Resource List for Nutrition Education 

• Resource List for Obesity Prevention 

• Resource List for Physical Activity and Physical Education 

• Resource List for Special Diets in Child Nutrition Programs 

• Resource List for Wellness Policies in Schools and Child Care 

These lists are available in the “Documents/Forms” section of the CSDE’s Resources for Child 

Nutrition Programs webpage. 

 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Resources-for-Child-Nutrition-Programs/Documents
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff 

at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition 

Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This 

document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/ 

slt_10_14_2026.pdf. 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or 

reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default//files/documents/ad-3027.pdf from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) 

about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 

letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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