The School Lunch Tray: September 9, 2026

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE)
weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition

programs.

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members.
For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table
Talk webpage.

Action Items
o USDA Requirement for Displaying “And Justice for All” (AJFA) Posters
e CSDE Virtual Office Hour: How to Complete and Submit the Annual Financial Report on
September 14, 2026
o CSDE Virtual Trainings — Getting Ready for Success: Preparing for the School Nutrition
Program Administrative and Procurement Reviews

o CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program Guidance on Breakfast Items @

Need to Know
o CT Grown for CT Kids Week, October 5-9, 2026, Celebrating “Breakfast and Beyond —

CT Fresh all Day Long” @
o USDA Virtual Training — Local Procurement 101: A Refresher for the 2026-27 School

Year @

¢ Reminder: Completion of the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) Online Agreement

Good to Know

e Reminder: Register for the School Nutrition Association of Connecticut (SNACT) Annual
Conference: October 29 and 30, 2026
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Action Items

USDA Requirement for Displaying “And Justice for All” (AJFA) Posters

The USDA requires that school food authorities (SFAs) must
display the current version of the green AJFA poster (11 inches by
17 inches) in a prominent location where program
benefits/services are provided, and the poster can be seen by
program participants and potential participants.

The current USDA-approved AJFA poster is dated March 2025
and is indicated as “Form AD-475-A—Title IX Poster/Published:
March 2025/Language: English” on the bottom left of the poster.
This is the only allowable version that SFAs can display.

The CSDE does not have a supply of the current AJFA posters,
and they are not currently available for order. If the March 2025
AJFA posters are not available for display, paper copies may be

|
substituted. The AJFA posters may be downloaded and printed at the following link: AJFA

poster (AD-475-A).

SFAs should contact their CSDE school nutrition team member with any questions.
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CSDE Virtual Office Hour: How to Complete and Submit the Annual Financial
Report on September 14, 2026

The CSDE will conduct a virtual Teams office hour for school food authorities (SFAs) on
September 14, 2026, from 2:00-3:00 pm. This session will answer questions on completing and
submitting the Annual Financial Report for School Nutrition Programs, which is due September
15, 2026.

Use the Teams link below to access the office hour.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2887418998820257?p=9FlaJAqir6S4QYKcop
Meeting ID: 288 741 899 882 025

Passcode: sh2KG9nd

Need help? | System reference

Dial in by phone

+1 860-840-2075,,695219124# United States, Hartford
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 695 219 124#

CSDE Virtual Trainings — Getting Ready for Success: Preparing for the School
Nutrition Program Administrative and Procurement Reviews

In early August, the CSDE notified all SFAs that were selected for a school nutrition program
Administrative Review (AR) and Procurement Review (PR) for school year (SY) 2026-27. Below
is important information regarding the trainings and dates.

Trainings

The three virtual training sessions listed below are mandatory for SFAs scheduled for an AR
and/or PR during SY 2026-27. The sessions are also open to all SFAs, including those not
selected for an AR. New school nutrition program directors are encouraged to attend.

Each webinar will focus on different areas and is designed to help SFAs understand the
Administrative Review and Procurement Review process, prepare required documentation, and
identify key areas of focus before the AR/PR.

Required Attendance

The three trainings are required for food service directors and business administrators who have
been notified that they will receive an AR and/or PR during SY 2026—27. Registration is required
for SFAs having an AR. SFAs not having an AR or PR do not have to register to attend the
trainings.
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Training Dates
o September 10, 2026, 1:00-3:30 p.m., Overview of the AR process, AROT, Applications
and Verification, Meal Counting and Claiming
e September 17, 2026, 1:00-3:30 p.m., Overview of Meal Compliance, Menu
Documentation, Accommodation, General Areas, Onsite Reviews and Supplemental
Areas
e September 24, 2026, 1:00-3:30 p.m., Overview of Procurement

Training Access Information

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/282509131680015?p=0QrMXM7eblbtipEtJe
Meeting ID: 282 509 131 680 015

Passcode: aabid6AR

Need help? | System reference

Dial in by phone

+1 860-840-2075,,189456618# United States, Hartford
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 189 456 618#

CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program Guidance on Breakfast Items

As CT Grown for CT Kids Week approaches with the theme “Breakfast and
CT'*D Beyond — CT Fresh all day long!” please be aware of the following when

FR ESH purchasing local breakfast items:

e Bacon is not creditable under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and is not
eligible for reimbursement with CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program funds.

o Link sausage is also not eligible for reimbursement under the Buy Local Program as
it is not minimally processed.

e Any yogurt served in the NSLP or School Breakfast Program must contain no more
than 12 grams of added sugars per 6 ounces. Any submissions for reimbursement of
local yogurt must include documentation showing the yogurt meets this requirement.
For more information on added sugars in yogurt, refer to the CSDE’s resource,
Crediting Yogqurt in the School Nutrition Programs, and visit “Yogurt and Soy Yogurt”
in the “Meats and Meat Alternates” section of the CSDE’s Crediting Foods in School
Nutrition Programs webpage.
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For more information about the CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program, including approved
participating sponsors and funding allocations, please visit the CSDE’s Buy Local Program
webpage.
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Need to Know

CT Grown for CT Kids Week, October 5-9, 2026, Celebrating “Breakfast and
Beyond - CT Fresh all Day Long”

This year's CT Grown for CT Kids Week theme, “Breakfast and Beyond — CT Fresh all Day
Long,” focuses on the local items that schools serve at breakfast. Farm to School extends
beyond fresh produce. CT farms also provide dairy items such as cheese and yogurt,
vegetables like sweet potatoes, and proteins such as sausage, ground meat, and pork or
chicken. Many of these items are ideal for the SBP and can also be incorporated into “breakfast
for lunch” meals.

Regional Farm to School Coordinators are available to help source CT Grown items for
breakfast, lunch, or snacks, and can help plan menu items or activities to support CT Grown for
CT Kids Week. Please add all planned activities to the CT Grown for CT Kids Week
Registration, which allows the CSDE to track the number of schools celebrating this special
week.

CT GROWN == FOR

X> CT KIDS WEEK

(CT) oeessmuen € CoNNECTICUT

OF AGRICULTURE

Q\CJ Education
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USDA Virtual Training — Local Procurement 101: A Refresher for the 2026-27
School Year

Join the USDA Food and Nutrition Administration (FNA) as part of the Harvest to Hallways
Initiative for a webinar that will inspire and empower SFAs to incorporate local foods into school
menus. This webinar will review local procurement strategies, the geographic preference option,
and USDA farm to school resources.

Local Procurement 101 will be offered twice, covering the same content in each session:

e Webinar 1: September 9, 2026, 11:00 a.m. — Registration Link for September 9
e Webinar 2: September 15, 2026, 2:00 p.m. — Registration Link for September 15

State agencies, SFAs, and others are welcome to register for either session. Choose the date
and time that works best. Both webinars will feature identical material.

Note: This training does not replace the required attendance at the CSDE trainings,
Procurement 101 Training 4 Part Series (October 15 and 22, 2026, and November 5 and 12,
2026). Refer to the SLT Newsletter 09 02 2026 for information and registration regarding the
upcoming CSDE procurement training.

Reminder: Completion of the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP) Online Agreement

Local educational agencies (LEAs) are reminded that their CNP Online Agreement must be
approved before the September claim may be submitted. The CSDE is approving CNP Online
Agreements in the order that they are submitted. Issues with the Agreement will delay the
approval process.

If the LEA’s CNP Online Agreement has not been approved, please review the agreement to
ensure that 1) the checklist items have been correctly uploaded and completed in full, especially
the Meal Application and Data Management Process Meal Application and Data Process
form, and the Site Information on Money Collection System and Point-of-Service Meal
Counting System document; 2) the policy statement is signed by an authorized representative,
and 3) the Direct Certification for Reduced-price Medicaid Letter Version 3 is uploaded.
Additionally, carefully review each site application to ensure that the pricing information is
accurate, especially the reduced price for breakfast and lunch.

For more information, refer to the CSDE’s resources, Updating the Sponsor Application for
School Nutrition Programs School Year 2025-26 and the Required Items for the Online Sponsor
Application “Checklist Summary” in the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE)
Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs.
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Good to Know

Reminder: Register for the School Nutrition Association of Connecticut (SNACT)
Annual Conference: October 29 and 30, 2026

The SNACT Annual Conference will be held on October 29 and 30, 2026, at the Mystic Marriott.
The deadline to reserve the hotel is September 28, 2026.

This year’s theme is Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in School Nutrition. The conference will
feature three leadership sessions with nationally recognized speaker Joe Pettit, as well as
culinary demonstrations, a trade show, and the opportunity to network with fellow colleagues.
Thursday night will feature a Carnival Extravaganza with Bingo and awards. For more
information, visit SNACT’s Annual Conference webpage. For information on how to become a
SNACT member, visit the SNACT Membership webpage.
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School
Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff
at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition
Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This
document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/
slt_09_09_2026.pdf.

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education
does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on
the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace
hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin;
ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability;
genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to,
blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide
occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies
should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by
mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.

G
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027,
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default//files/documents/ad-3027.pdf from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the
complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR)
about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education
does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on
the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace
hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin;
ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability;
genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to,
blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide
occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies
should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by
mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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