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The School Lunch Tray: September 2, 2026 

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 

weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition 

programs.  

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members. 

For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table 

Talk webpage.  

Action Items 
• Reminder: CSDE Virtual Procurement 101 Training 4 Part Series (October 15, 22, and 

November 5, 12 2026): Register by Friday, October 9, 2026 

Need to Know 
• Reminder: Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) Experiencing Milk Supply Shortages or 

Other Milk Emergencies 
• CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program School Year 2026-27 Allocations for the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP)  

• New CT Grown for CT Kids Week Logo  

Good to Know 
• Reminder: Regional Farm to School Coordinators Available to Support Schools for CT 

Grown for CT Kids Week  
• September is National Fruits and Veggies Month 
• School Nutrition Association’s Cafeteria Circus National School Lunch Week Toolkit 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-nutrition-programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Reminder: CSDE Virtual Procurement 101 Training 4 Part Series (October 15, 22, 

and November 5, 12 2026): Register by Friday, October 9, 2026 

The CSDE’s virtual four-day Procurement 101 Training provides a comprehensive overview of 

the procurement requirements for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School 

Breakfast Program (SBP). Section 7 CFR 210.21(h) of the NSLP regulations requires that all 

school personnel (this may also include municipal procurement staff) with procurement 

responsibilities associated with the Child Nutrition Programs must attend annual procurement 

training. Attendance at all four sessions is required to complete the training. Registration is 

required. 

• Required attendance: All school personnel with procurement responsibilities 

associated with the Child Nutrition Programs (may include municipal procurement staff) 

• Dates and times: October 15 and 22; November 5 and 12, 2026, from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

each day 

• Registration: Register by Friday, October 9, 2026, at CSDE Procurement 101 Training 

Registration Link or use the QR code below.  

 

 

• Questions: Contact Andy Paul at andrew.paul@ct.gov or Monica Pacheco at 

monica.pacheco@ct.gov 

 

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fg%2FHcaMhzHW8H&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C2daaaf65acf84755e43608df04484b9a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639234380685771401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iPGRK4dleg%2BmXRxwWLWbNXV3bL9eAIv4ZPHz0nDA%2FpI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fg%2FHcaMhzHW8H&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C2daaaf65acf84755e43608df04484b9a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639234380685771401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iPGRK4dleg%2BmXRxwWLWbNXV3bL9eAIv4ZPHz0nDA%2FpI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:andrew.paul@ct.gov
mailto:monica.pacheco@ct.gov
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Need to Know 

Reminder: Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) Experiencing Milk Supply 

Shortages or Other Milk Emergencies 

If there is an emergency with providing milk during the meal service for any Child Nutrition 

Programs, LEAs must notify and receive approval from the CSDE’s Bureau of Child Nutrition 

Programs before providing reimbursable meals that do not offer milk. Under the current 

regulations for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) (7 CFR 210.10(d)(2)), School 

Breakfast Program (SBP) (220.8(d)), Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) (225.16(f)(6)), and 

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) (226.20(e)(1)), state agencies may allow LEAs 

experiencing emergencies involving milk to serve meals during an emergency period with an 

alternate form of fluid milk or without fluid milk. 

While LEAs are expected to meet the fluid milk requirements to the greatest extent possible, 

there may be circumstances that prevent LEAs from offering milk as part of the reimbursable 

meal. Some examples include supply chain disruptions (such as disruptions that limit milk 

variety or affect serving size), milk delivery problems, or milk quality issues. 

LEAs that are experiencing issues with offering milk should email their school nutrition team 

member and copy Shannon Yearwood, Bureau Chief, Child Nutrition Programs. The email 

should include the information below. 

1. The reason milk cannot be served. 

2. The schools impacted. 

3. The meal service impacted (i.e., breakfast, lunch, or both). 

4. The estimated timeframe that milk will not be served. 

For questions, LEAs may contact their school nutrition team member. 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-7%2Fsubtitle-B%2Fchapter-II%2Fsubchapter-A%2Fpart-210%23p-210.10(d)(2)&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C51d385c2b0294dfa2d2908df0856d692%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639238841228583400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zGtCLbNglo1QnA%2BhpMmJNUH0So00js4GlPWRZlSeOiE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-7%2Fsubtitle-B%2Fchapter-II%2Fsubchapter-A%2Fpart-220%2Fsection-220.8%23p-220.8(d)&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C51d385c2b0294dfa2d2908df0856d692%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639238841228617740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MXQjfuIPfe08fjTwsQB5xIFFXxDCIV9SW9D0nsaon1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-7%2Fsubtitle-B%2Fchapter-II%2Fsubchapter-A%2Fpart-225%2Fsubpart-C%2Fsection-225.16%23p-225.16(f)(6)&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C51d385c2b0294dfa2d2908df0856d692%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639238841228644486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puQ6o%2B2O6508W8UGTSCvFNjY%2Fa6h%2FqCCE%2FnIZtBkkFI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-7%2Fsubtitle-B%2Fchapter-II%2Fsubchapter-A%2Fpart-226%2Fsubpart-E%2Fsection-226.20%23p-226.20(e)(1)&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C51d385c2b0294dfa2d2908df0856d692%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639238841228669146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1OGps6AMFKCwJm3oDVZLeXCyV4gKmkAp9ZhKUKmBMV8%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
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CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program School Year 2026-27 Allocations for the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) 

The CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program School Year 2026-27 Allocations: 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) 

are now available. Please review the information below regarding the sponsor’s 

SY 2026-27 allocation and important program reminders and updates. 

 

 

SY 2026-27 Allocations 

• All sponsors approved for SY 2025-26 are automatically approved for SY 2026-27, 

provided they continue to meet all program requirements. 

• SY 2026-27 allocation funds are in addition to the sponsor’s SY 2025-26 allocation and 

do not replace or reduce the prior-year allocation. All purchases using SY 2026-27 

allocation funds must be made on or after July 1, 2026. 

• SY 2025-26 allocation funds expire on September 30, 2026. Please plan accordingly to 

ensure any remaining funds are used before the expiration date and submit the CT 

Fresh Ed Buy Local Program - Payment Request Form (v.2). 

• Currently, 20 sponsors have not yet signed up for the CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program. 

Sponsors that were not previously approved for the program must complete and submit 

the CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program Application. Before submitting an application, 

please review the approved sponsor list (List of CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program 

Sponsors) to confirm if the sponsor is already approved. 

Upcoming Program Updates 

The CSDE will be updating the CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program Questions and Answers to 

address frequently asked questions and provide additional clarification for sponsors. The CSDE 

will also be sharing an updated schedule for submitting Buy Local Program payment requests. 

Please look for these updates and refer to the revised schedule when planning and submitting 

the sponsor’s payment requests. 

The CSDE thanks sponsors for their continued participation and support of the CT Fresh Ed: 

Buy Local Program. Through this partnership, sponsors help increase students’ access to 

Connecticut and regionally grown unprocessed and minimally processed foods while increasing 

demand for local products, strengthening Connecticut’s farm economy, and helping expand the 

supply of local foods available for use in meals. For additional information or questions about 

the program, please reach out to the sponsor’s Regional Farm to School Coordinator. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_allocations_nslp_sbp_2026_27.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_allocations_nslp_sbp_2026_27.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cognitoforms.com/UConnExtension/CTBuyLocalProgramPaymentRequestFormv2__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!l8kF9ufoYXRgJxi_YCNUZSoFogm1gTVHTYz_OymC8z4eaWXu68yTIJXxrXqo5C_VjcZ5wJLiVhUYaj58LuOKQyqrRq9c$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cognitoforms.com/UConnExtension/CTBuyLocalProgramPaymentRequestFormv2__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!l8kF9ufoYXRgJxi_YCNUZSoFogm1gTVHTYz_OymC8z4eaWXu68yTIJXxrXqo5C_VjcZ5wJLiVhUYaj58LuOKQyqrRq9c$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzixvILEA1_FZPn5UYDFq8RMxUNEc1WDlOTlY0RTdMSzg2RVBXM09UVkhDUy4u__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!l8kF9ufoYXRgJxi_YCNUZSoFogm1gTVHTYz_OymC8z4eaWXu68yTIJXxrXqo5C_VjcZ5wJLiVhUYaj58LuOKQ-6OColN$
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_sponsors_list.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_sponsors_list.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/ct_fresh_ed_buy_local_program_qa.pdf
file:///C:/Users/fioresu/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/9QR2YT76/Regional%20Farm%20to%20School%20Coordinator
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New CT Grown for CT Kids Week Logo 

 

The new look of the CT Grown for CT Kids Week logo brings together the colors, fonts, and 

icons of CT Fresh Ed and the Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s CT Grown logo, 

celebrating the collaboration that makes Farm to School possible across the state. The new 

logo was designed by Miranda Creatives, the team behind the CT Fresh Ed brand. The design 

captures the spirit of CT Grown for CT Kids Week, reflecting its focus on fresh, local, 

collaboration, and opportunities. 

Schools, farmers, and community partners are encouraged to use the logo on newsletters, 

flyers, menus, social media, displays, websites, and more. The logo is available on the CSDE’s 

CT Grown for CT Kids Week webpage download, share, and use on all communications.  

The CSDE encourages schools to add their CT Grown for CT Kids Week activities to the CT 

Grown for CT Kids Week Registration. These submissions provide valuable insight into the 

reach and impact of Farm to School initiatives across the state. Collectively, they demonstrate 

the continued growth and expanding impact of Farm to School in Connecticut. 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/ct-fresh-ed/ct-grown-for-ct-kids-week
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/ct-fresh-ed/ct-grown-for-ct-kids-week
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrako2FaOBeplXEDdt0qBL3Mv8OBBPfCTQl1UysARfGBm-ZA/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrako2FaOBeplXEDdt0qBL3Mv8OBBPfCTQl1UysARfGBm-ZA/viewform?pli=1
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Good to Know 

Reminder: Regional Farm to School Coordinators Available to Support Schools 

for CT Grown for CT Kids Week 

Welcome back to school! Each school food authority’s (SFA’s) Regional Farm 

to School Coordinator is ready to support Farm to School plans this busy 

season and throughout the school year. The team has been busy connecting 

with SFAs and kitchen staff across the state by leading professional 

development trainings, attending schoolwide events, and meeting with 

individual SFAs to identify their local foods procurement needs. SFAs can reach 

out to their Regional Farm to School Coordinator for any farm to school needs 

including:  

• consultation on CT Grown for CT Kids Week (October 5-9, 2026) events and activities;  

• supporting taste test demos and schoolwide events; 

• spending CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program funding; and  

• assistance with funding opportunities like the CT Grown for CT Kids Grants. 

 

September is National Fruits and Veggies Month 

The Foundation for Fresh Produce’s has a toolkit, Every Time You Eat, Have A Plant® Toolkit, 

with ready-to-use social media content, promotional ideas, and resources to promote National 

Fruits and Veggies Month this September. 

 

School Nutrition Association’s Cafeteria Circus National School Lunch Week 

Toolkit 

As a reminder, National School Lunch Week (NSLW) is October 12-16, 2026. The School 

Nutrition Association recently released their Cafeteria Circus National School Lunch Week 

Toolkit to help SFAs plan for NSLW. For more NSLW information and resources, visit the 

School Nutrition Association’s National School Lunch Week webpage. 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/f2s_assigned_regional_coordinators.pdf?rev=9c41bf11072d488ba0d61dea4ba06672&hash=82F57C28AB3F90B57C404C8923494D2E
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/f2s_assigned_regional_coordinators.pdf?rev=9c41bf11072d488ba0d61dea4ba06672&hash=82F57C28AB3F90B57C404C8923494D2E
https://fruitsandveggies.org/for-professionals/nfvmtoolkit/
https://schoolnutrition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NSLW26-Toolkit.pdf
https://schoolnutrition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NSLW26-Toolkit.pdf
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff 

at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition 

Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This 

document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/ 

slt_09_02_2026.pdf. 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or 

reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default//files/documents/ad-3027.pdf from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) 

about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 

letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on 

the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by 

mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

