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The School Lunch Tray: June 24, 2026 

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs.  

 

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For 

previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk 

webpage.  

Action Items 
• Final Reminder for CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-26: Paid Lunch Equity 

Guidance for School Year 2026-27: PLE Request Due June 30, 2026 
• Final Reminder for Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement for School Year 2026-27: 

Due July 1, 2026 
• Final Reminder for Interschool Agreements in HFC Schools for School Year 2026-27: Due 

July 1, 2026 

Need to Know 
• Summer EBT (S-EBT) Benefit Issuances for 2026 
• Institute of Child Nutrition Webinar: Procuring with Efficiency: Local Food Purchasing in 

Schools, June 25, 2026 
• Gratitude and Transitions 

Good to Know 

• School Nutrition Association’s (SNA) Advocacy in Action Webinar, June 29, 2026 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Final Reminder for CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-26: Paid Lunch Equity 

Guidance for School Year 2026-27: PLE Request Due June 30, 2026 

The CSDE’s Operational Memorandum 08-26: Paid Lunch Equity Guidance for School Year 2026-

27 provides guidance regarding the paid lunch equity (PLE) allowances for school year 2026-27. 

Note that a PLE request is part of the memo and must be completed by June 30, 2026. 

 

Final Reminder for Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement for School Year 2026-

27: Due July 1, 2026 

All public school sponsors of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must submit the 2026-27 

HFC Statement and upload their final board-approved minutes by July 1, 2026. Refer to 

Operational Memorandum No. 03-26: Requirements for Submitting the HFC Statement for School 

Year 2026-27 for details. Districts that do not meet this deadline are not eligible for HFC in school 

year 2026-27.  

As a reminder, only the district’s authorized signer 1 or 2 is authorized to certify and submit 

the HFC Statement in the Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition 

Programs (CNP System). Food service directors can see “Healthy Food Certification” in the CNP 

System’s list of options but cannot access the current year’s HFC Statement or enter any 

information. Once the district’s authorized signer 1 or 2 completes the HFC statement, the food 

service director can view it. 

The “Annual HFC Application” section of the CSDE’s HFC webpage provides information on the 

required steps for submitting the annual HFC Statement. The CSDE’s 21-minute video, Completing 

the Application Process for HFC, provides detailed guidance on the HFC application process. 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om08-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om08-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om03-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om03-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-application
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-application#HFC_Application_Training_Module
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-application#HFC_Application_Training_Module
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Final Reminder for Interschool Agreements in HFC Schools for School Year 2026-27: 

Due July 1, 2026 

Full-service Interschool Agreements for schools that choose the healthy food option of HFC must 

be submitted to the CSDE by July 1, 2026. CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 04-26 

Interschool Agreements for School Year 2026-27 provides guidance on the requirements and 

deadlines for submitting interschool agreements to the CSDE. Sponsors that vend or satellite 

meals to another district are required to submit and receive approval of an annual interschool 

agreement to the CSDE. This form must be signed by the authorized representative for the 

providing sponsor and the recipient site. 

The interschool agreement forms are available under “I” on the CSDE’s Forms for School Nutrition 

Programs webpage. Operational Memorandum No. 04-26 is available on the CSDE’s School 

Nutrition Operational Memos 2026 webpage. 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om04-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2026/om04-26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/forms-for-school-nutrition-programs#i
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/forms-for-school-nutrition-programs#i
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/lists/operational-memoranda-for-school-nutrition-programs/school-nutrition-memos-2026
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/lists/operational-memoranda-for-school-nutrition-programs/school-nutrition-memos-2026
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Need to Know 

Summer EBT (S-EBT) Benefit Issuances for 2026 

Over the weekend of June 20th, the first batch of issuances was processed for students that 

automatically qualify for S-EBT benefits. A total number of 189,839 households received 

issuances, accounting for 294,629 children. This issuance totaled over 35 million dollars in 

benefits. Additional issuances will continue over the summer months for qualifying students and 

applicants. Households can still submit applications through August 31, 2026, to receive S-EBT 

benefits for this summer! 

An updated Summer EBT Outreach Flyer for Families is available. This flyer provides an updated 

QR code for households to access the DSS website for further information. It replaces the flyer 

sent earlier this spring.  

 

Institute of Child Nutrition Webinar: Procuring with Efficiency: Local Food 

Purchasing in Schools, June 25, 2026 

Effective and compliant procurement is essential to a successful school meals program. In this 

webinar, school meal operators will explore the core principles of sound procurement, including 

practical strategies for forecasting needs, tips for developing strong bids, and sourcing fresh, high-

quality, local foods that meet program requirements. Foundational strategies for using USDA 

Foods, meeting federal requirements for local purchasing, and applying geographic preference to 

increase the availability of locally grown foods in school meals will also be shared. Join to gain 

insight for building strong partnerships with farmers, vendors, co-ops, and distributors to strengthen 

and support local supply chains. 

• Date and time: June 25, 2026, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

• Registration: Procuring with Efficiency: Local Food Purchasing in Schools  

  

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/sebt/sebt_2026_flyer_families.pdf
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/798/sml-procuring-with-efficiency-local-food-purchasing-in-schools-june-25th-2026-3pm-est
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Gratitude and Transitions 

Sent on behalf of Shannon Yearwood, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs. 

Dear Child Nutrition Partners, 

It is with both gratitude and mixed emotions that I share that Susan Alston will be concluding her 

service with the Connecticut State Department of Education's Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs 

on June 29, 2026, as she and her family begin an exciting new chapter. 

For more than two decades, Susan has been a dedicated advocate for Connecticut's children and 

a trusted partner to schools, sponsors, community organizations, and colleagues across our state. 

Her contributions have strengthened the Child Nutrition Programs, helping ensure children have 

access to nutritious meals while supporting the schools, communities, and local economies that 

depend on these programs. Through her thoughtful guidance, extensive knowledge, and genuine 

commitment to service, Susan has built lasting professional relationships and friendships 

throughout the Child Nutrition community. 

While we are excited for Susan and her family, her departure will be deeply felt. The impact of her 

work will continue for years to come through the programs, relationships, and people she has 

influenced throughout her career. We ask for your patience and partnership as our team navigates 

this transition and continues efforts to strengthen and align bureau operations to best support 

program implementation and regulatory compliance. Updated points of contact and county 

assignments will be shared over the coming week. 

On behalf of the entire Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, I extend my sincere appreciation to 

Susan for her extraordinary dedication and service to Connecticut's children. Her contributions 

have left a lasting legacy that will continue to benefit our state for years to come. Please help 

congratulate and thank Susan for her tireless commitment to this work for the time we have been 

fortunate enough to have her on this team.  

Below is a message Susan would like to share with all of you. 

I wanted to send a quick note to let you all know that my last day with Child Nutrition will be 

Monday, June 29th. My family and I have decided to embark on a new adventure and are 

moving south. 

While I am excited about starting this new chapter, I would be remiss if I didn't also reflect on 

the sadness that comes with closing this one. After twenty years, it is difficult to put into words 

what this journey has meant to me. 

As I have been cleaning out my desk drawers in the office, I came across my college transcript 

and was reminded that I earned a less than average grade in an Introduction to Nutrition class 
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during my first semester away at school. It still makes me laugh when I think about where I 

ended up spending the last twenty years of my career. And yes, I received a stern talking to 

from my father about spending more time studying and less time socializing if I wanted to go 

back for the second semester.  

Looking back, I feel incredibly fortunate to have worked alongside some of the most dedicated 

and hardworking people I have ever met. Whether in schools, districts, at the state level or 

through partnering organizations, we have all shared a common purpose in ensuring that the 

children in our communities and students in our schools have access to nutritious meals every 

day. 

The impact of that work cannot be overstated, and I am proud to have been a small part of it. I 

will forever be in awe of all that you do. Your unwavering commitment to the mission, your 

flexibility in the face of challenges, and your remarkable ability to adapt to last-minute program 

changes while never losing sight of what matters most…. feeding the students.  

Thank you for your partnership, your commitment, and your friendship. I wish you all continued 

success, and I know the important work of feeding and supporting children will remain in very 

capable hands. 

With much gratitude, 

Susan Alston 
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Good to Know 

School Nutrition Association’s (SNA) Advocacy in Action Webinar, June 29, 2026 

Join the SNA Government Affairs Team on Monday, June 29, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. for the SNA’s 

Advocacy in Action webinar. This webinar will include the topics below.  

• Federal appropriations updates, including House passage of FY27 appropriations and what 

to watch as the Senate appropriations process moves forward.  

• The latest on child nutrition policy, including federal bills being introduced and an upcoming 

proposed rule that could affect school meal programs.  

• Ways to get involved, with practical advocacy steps members can take to stay engaged and 

support school nutrition priorities at the federal and state levels.  

• A recap of the June 4 Congressional Briefing celebrating 80 years of the National School 

Lunch Act. 

Date and time: June 29, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. 

Registration: SNA Advocacy in Action - June 2026 | SNA Training Zone 

 
  

https://training.schoolnutrition.org/courses/237675/webinars/147899
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is 

available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/slt_06_24_2026.pdf.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited 

from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 

orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 

prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in 

languages other than English. Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means of communication to 

obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact 

the responsible state or local agency that administers 

the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-

2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a 

Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA 

Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be 

obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default//

files/documents/ad-3027.pdf from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed 

to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s 

name, address, telephone number, and a written 

description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for 

Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an 

alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 

form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department 

of Education is committed to a 

policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all 

qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment 

practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of 

race; color; religious creed; age; 

sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national 

origin; ancestry; retaliation for 

previously opposed discrimination 

or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability 

(including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as 

a victim of domestic violence; or 

criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a 

bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should 

be directed to: Attorney Louis 

Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, 

CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 

860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/​files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/​files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

