The School Lunch Tray: February 25, 2026

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE)
weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition
programs.
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This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members.
For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table
Talk webpage.

Action Items

e Reminder: Deadline to Place USDA Foods Order for School Year 2026-27 is March 11,
2026
e USDA Foods Office Hours Rescheduled to Monday March 2, 2026

¢ Reminder Farm to School — Live! and Compass Office Hours *D

Need to Know
e CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program and Federal LFSIP Redistribution *D

Good to Know
e None


https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items

Reminder: Deadline to Place USDA Foods Order for School Year 2026-27 is March
11, 2026

The Connecticut Food Distribution Program’s (FDP) catalog for USDA Foods for school year
(SY) 2026-27 is currently open in the Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) online
system. Refer to the February 11, 2026, School Lunch Tray for ordering links and details. The
deadline to place orders is Wednesday, March 11, 2026. For questions, please contact the
FDP staff.

USDA Foods Office Hours Rescheduled to Monday March 2, 2026

Due to the blizzard conditions resulting in school closures, the USDA Foods Office Hours on
Monday, February 23, 2026, were cancelled. They are rescheduled to Monday, March 2, 2026.

e Monday March 2, 2026: 9:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2026/slt_02_11_2026.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/food-distribution-program-usda-foods/contact
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F26851613960346%3Fp%3Dzo6BVjpua09xNVdlGO&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C056ec49e806741affc7408de73a27468%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639075338744992191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AOW6afOUe6GNBNRG%2F10siNpoCWtyHoW1j%2Be0tdRXfXE%3D&reserved=0
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Reminder Farm to School - Live! and Compass Office Hours

Regional Farm to School Coordinators are hosting multiple opportunities to

CT® connect before the end of the month.
FRESH Farm to School - Live! Meetings

Happening this week and next week, this month’s topic is using local foods in
% ED School Breakfast Programs. Attend to share or collect ideas and inspiration
from peer directors. Check emails from RCs for timing and meeting information
for Farm to School — Live!

CT Fresh Ed Compass Office Hours

Join RCs and the CSDE on March 2, 2026, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. for an informal opportunity to
ask questions about the CT Fresh Ed Compass. This is the first of five Compass Office Hours
being hosted before the deadline of June 1, 2026.

Compass Office Hours Meeting information:

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/265540095150317p=33ktSreBNomZzYLCBb
Meeting ID: 265 540 095 150 31

Passcode: yH6tQ2zn

Need help? | System reference

Dial in by phone

+1 475-282-1761,,178898482# United States, Bridgeport
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 178 898 482#
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/teams.microsoft.com/meet/26554009515031?p=33ktSreBNomZzYLCBb__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gE4a_ZMK4oYcedxugAqGIxNmvXCyv1HWALt1pb5RMNfgHQMWejB2DA8ZApMyu44IAZfa9zyTiVncIrqIO84tNJpi$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gE4a_ZMK4oYcedxugAqGIxNmvXCyv1HWALt1pb5RMNfgHQMWejB2DA8ZApMyu44IAZfa9zyTiVncIrqIOwUsuwyi$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19*3ameeting_NTQwYmUxYjgtMzQ2ZC00MTRlLTk0MGMtMDU5YTU5M2M4Y2U1*40thread.v2/0?context=*7b*22Tid*22*3a*2217f1a87e-2a25-4eaa-b9df-9d439034b080*22*2c*22Oid*22*3a*22f97e100f-b463-4d28-84d0-3ee1d2cdf8eb*22*7d__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gE4a_ZMK4oYcedxugAqGIxNmvXCyv1HWALt1pb5RMNfgHQMWejB2DA8ZApMyu44IAZfa9zyTiVncIrqIO8YK7YJj$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dialin.teams.microsoft.com/8fe70d75-f8c7-4f88-a69c-c7e79651055a?id=178898482__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!gE4a_ZMK4oYcedxugAqGIxNmvXCyv1HWALt1pb5RMNfgHQMWejB2DA8ZApMyu44IAZfa9zyTiVncIrqIO0njVj3F$

Need to Know
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CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program and Federal LFSIP Redistribution

The CSDE has received numerous inquiries from school food authorities

cr@ (SFAs) seeking clarification regarding the CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program and
the Federal LFSIP Redistribution. The descriptions below outline each incentive

FBESH program with information on where to access additional details and guidance.

’% ED . CT Fresh Ed Buy Local Program: This is the Connecticut State funded
incentive program. SFAs will receive an email indicating that they are approved

after the authorized signer has successfully completed the application. Any SFA who
has not received an email should check with their authorized signer and make sure the
application is completed immediately. Each SFA’s allocation amounts are listed in the
CSDE’s document, CT Fresh Ed: Buy Local Program School Year 2025-26 Allocations
National School Lunch Program (NSLP). This is a 50 percent reimbursement for CT
Grown items (33 percent for New England and NY). These funds must be spent by
September 30, 2026. Submit for reimbursement using the CT Buy Local Program
Payment Request Form.

o Federal LFSIP Reallocation: SFAs who received an email confirming approval for
redistributed Federal LFSIP funds have been provided an additional $2,415 to be spent
and submitted by May 15, 2026. A list of approved SFAs can be found on the CSDE’s
document, Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Redistribution
Allocation. This is a 100 percent reimbursement for minimally processed food sourced
within 400 miles of the school. The application period for these funds has closed.

Questions may be directed to each SFA’s individual Regional Coordinator.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzixvILEA1_FZPn5UYDFq8RMxUNEc1WDlOTlY0RTdMSzg2RVBXM09UVkhDUy4u__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!n4n58JsVOuzJgdVmhvtiDTd5ElySvr-0ZWWbSDzYcEqEZwvBsbXVr-G9zW8V9i5v9-hCkbCBuALgeMbrgAludwR-zAs%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C8158486e37c54522220108de730186ea%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639074647561250400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2FRqtdwfM7qjFJclDt%2FUOoz9ivbyU29RZa8k%2BPr1jos%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_allocations_nslp_sbp_2025_26.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/buy_local_program_allocations_nslp_sbp_2025_26.pdf
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UConnExtension/CTBuyLocalProgramPaymentRequestForm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UConnExtension/CTBuyLocalProgramPaymentRequestForm
https://www.cognitoforms.com/UConnExtension/FederalLFSIPPaymentRequestForm
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/lfsip_sfa_redistribution_allocation.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/lfsip_sfa_redistribution_allocation.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/f2s_assigned_regional_coordinators.pdf?rev=9c41bf11072d488ba0d61dea4ba06672&hash=82F57C28AB3F90B57C404C8923494D2E
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s
School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition

programs staff at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of
Child Nutrition Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT
06103-1841. This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/
nutrition/slt/2026/slt_ 02 25 2026.pdf.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in
languages other than English. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means of communication to
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact
the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a
Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be
obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/
files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office,
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the
complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and
a written description of the alleged discriminatory
action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature
and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted
to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department
of Education is committed to a
policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all
qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment
practice, education program, or
educational activity on the basis of
race; color; religious creed; age;
sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation;
workplace hazards to reproductive
systems, gender identity or
expression; marital status; national
origin; ancestry; retaliation for
previously opposed discrimination
or coercion, intellectual disability;
genetic information; learning
disability; physical disability
(including, but not limited to,
blindness); mental disability
(past/present history thereof);
military or veteran status; status as
a victim of domestic violence; or
criminal record in state
employment, unless there is a
bona fide occupational qualification
excluding persons in any of the
aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut
State Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should
be directed to: Attorney Louis
Todisco, Connecticut State
Department of Education, by mail
450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford,
CT 06103-1841; or by telephone
860-713-6594; or by email
louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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