
The School Lunch Tray: February 11, 2026 

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 

weekly email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition 

programs.  

 

This week’s topics are listed below. Please review and share with appropriate staff members. 

For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table 

Talk webpage. 

Action Items 
• Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 2026-27: Orders due March 11, 

2026 

• CT Fresh Ed: Compass due June 1, 2026  

• Spring 2026 CT Fresh Ed: Great Plates Contest – Start Taking Pictures Today  

Need to Know 
• Reminder for Cafeterias in Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Districts: Non-entree Items 

in Second Student Meals and Sold A La Carte Must Meet Connecticut Nutrition 

Standards 

Good to Know 
• March is National Nutrition Month 
• Dairy Grant Opportunity for School Meals Due March 6, 2026 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 2026-27: Orders due March 

11, 2026 

The Connecticut Food Distribution Program’s (FDP) catalog for USDA Foods for school year 

(SY) 2026-27 opens on Friday, February 20, 2026, in Web Based Supply Chain Management 

(WBSCM). The deadline to place orders in WBSCM is Wednesday, March 11, 2026. Recipient 

Agencies (RAs) that miss the ordering deadline will not receive USDA Foods. Please carefully 

review and follow the CSDE’s Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 2026-27. 

This document and the USDA Foods Ordering Worksheets for School Year 2026-27 and 

instructions are available in the “WBSCM” section of the CSDE’s FDP webpage. For questions, 

please contact the FDP staff. 

 

CT Fresh Ed: Compass due June 1, 2026 

The CT Fresh Ed: Compass is due June 1, 2026. Visit the Compass section of 

the CSDE’s CT Fresh Ed Compass webpage for guidance and resourced, 

including the CT Fresh Ed: Compass Training from February 5, 2026. 

Reach out to your Regional Farm to School Coordinator for support with the CT 

Fresh Ed: Compass. The CSDE and Regional Farm to School Coordinators will 

be hosting monthly office hours for opportunities to ask questions and get real-

time answers. 

Save the Dates for Compass Office Hours 

• February 23 – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

• March 23 – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

• April 20 – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

• May 4 – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

• May 18 – 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

The link for the February 23 Office Hour is below. The additional links will be provided closer to 

each date. 

Microsoft Teams meeting for February 23 Office Hour 

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/26554009515031?p=33ktSreBNomZzYLCBb  

Meeting ID: 265 540 095 150 31  

Passcode: yH6tQ2zn  

Need help? | System reference  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/instructions_usda_foods_ordering.pdf?rev=a7058c7e754643bc963051c70b829eed&hash=720D3BD1CBDC11B77F9B2013C147DDAF
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/instructions_completing_usda_foods_ordering_worksheets.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/instructions_completing_usda_foods_ordering_worksheets.pdf?rev=d773285bb1b443679869df6b0bf8e1c3&hash=FCBC6AF4CF4FC87F1424AF5A1AC861B1
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/food-distribution-program-usda-foods/direct-delivery-and-processing-orders
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/food-distribution-program-usda-foods/contact
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/ct-fresh-ed/compass
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fmeet%2F26554009515031%3Fp%3D33ktSreBNomZzYLCBb__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMK1609s40%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762883107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RBM9hfqGVmpo6QRY5alllPrnzVFICB4yGxeyW3vd8xI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMK1I0Q7UC%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762909301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f2ROUrEkg7YvCHMVsJMNFGFxpGbvy%2BNdyjzvwNFwKYs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19*3ameeting_NTQwYmUxYjgtMzQ2ZC00MTRlLTk0MGMtMDU5YTU5M2M4Y2U1*40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D*7b*22Tid*22*3a*2217f1a87e-2a25-4eaa-b9df-9d439034b080*22*2c*22Oid*22*3a*22f97e100f-b463-4d28-84d0-3ee1d2cdf8eb*22*7d__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMKx7HU6q0%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762933826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RL8dZS4doV2h6fYLpeNHIY4CbKsyrGtHJFfTqtFk%2B7E%3D&reserved=0
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Dial in by phone  

+1 475-282-1761,,178898482# United States, Bridgeport  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 178 898 482#  

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN  

 

 

Spring 2026 CT Fresh Ed: Great Plates Contest – Start Taking 

Pictures Today 

The CSDE invites school nutrition programs participating in the National School 

Lunch Program (NSLP) and early childhood education (ECE) providers to enter 

the CT Great Plates Contest. Submit a photo of a reimbursable lunch currently 

served to students that features at least one Connecticut-grown, minimally 

processed food, in addition to milk. 

Award Details 

• K-12 Great Plate Awards – For any K-12 school/district participating in the NSLP. Two 

categories are available for sponsors based on their experience purchasing CT-Grown 

ingredients: 

o Rooted: 2 or more years of purchasing of CT-Grown ingredients (for example, 

sponsors that regularly purchase local foods for their menus). 

o Sprouting: Less than 2 years of purchasing of CT-Grown ingredients (for 

example, sponsors that are new to school nutrition, new to purchasing local 

foods, or occasionally buy local but want to do more). 

• ECE Great Plate Award – For early childhood education providers. 

Winners will receive recognition in CSDE and Farm to School communications and an inflatable 

cow from New England Dairy. K-12 sponsors will also be celebrated at the annual Farm to 

School Conference. 

Submission Details 

Submissions are accepted from April 1 to April 30, 2026, but schools and ECEs can start taking 

pictures at any time. Photos of Valentine-themed lunch trays featuring locally sourced 

ingredients can be submitted once the contest begins. 

 
  

tel:+14752821761,,178898482
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2F8fe70d75-f8c7-4f88-a69c-c7e79651055a%3Fid%3D178898482__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMK1TFm_n-%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762952294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1iNS54KiKeDhFyMNYRRKUNttZ%2BO79e1uuKX%2F1K0rkBI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Df97e100f-b463-4d28-84d0-3ee1d2cdf8eb%26tenantId%3D17f1a87e-2a25-4eaa-b9df-9d439034b080%26threadId%3D19_meeting_NTQwYmUxYjgtMzQ2ZC00MTRlLTk0MGMtMDU5YTU5M2M4Y2U1%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMK91JwaYc%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762969857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6v5xV36HqQ81A4j8YUF%2F%2BA2MAyyB%2FI7uqkPGeextwmY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!hcc6LX6N4oqMbEnU8zxFRLrA9iVHl8-Olvf6KBw0TQNUNW9jPh8Izfb2mkpI7HdaBbunjn2ij1S-SnkKePtMK5Gh2aKW%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cedd2a1d7c38a41a89d1208de699f3ac6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C639064329762989489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ed6M9I7wLo14a%2Bv%2BZPHiJK0z1Bu6yzVE27F1VD2Vn1Q%3D&reserved=0
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Need to Know 

Reminder for Cafeterias in Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Districts: Non-entree 

Items in Second Student Meals and Sold A La Carte Must Meet Connecticut 

Nutrition Standards 

School cafeterias in HFC districts must meet specific requirements for foods that are sold a la 

carte (separately from reimbursable meals). Entrees that meet the entree definition of the 

Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) are exempt from the CNS and may be sold a la carte 

during the NSLP or SBP meal service on the same day that they are planned and served as 

part of reimbursable meals. However, this entree exemption does not apply to any other foods 

that are part of the reimbursable meal that are also sold a la carte, such as fruits, vegetables, 

soups, breads, rice, and pasta. 

Second student meals are a la carte purchases and are not reimbursable. All non-entree foods 

available for sale as part of second meals and a la carte must comply with the CNS. School 

food authorities must maintain the documentation below to indicate that these foods comply with 

the CNS. 

• Non-entree commercial products must be listed on the CSDE’s List of Acceptable Foods 

and Beverages.  

• Non-entree foods made from scratch must have: 1) a standardized recipe with the 

nutrition information per serving (including any accompaniments served with the food); 

and 2) the appropriate completed CNS Worksheet indicating that the standardized 

recipe’s serving with its accompaniments complies with the CNS. 

For detailed guidance, refer to the CSDE’s resource, Requirements for Cafeteria Entrees Sold A 

La Carte in Schools Participating in Healthy Food Certification. 

Good to Know 

 

March is National Nutrition Month 

National Nutrition Month® is an annual campaign established in 1973 by the Academy of 

Nutrition and Dietetics (AND) invites everyone to learn about making informed food choices and 

developing healthful eating and physical activity habits. This year's theme is "Discover the 

Power of Nutrition." For more information, visit the AND’s National Nutrition Month® webpage. 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Connecticut-Nutrition-Standards
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/list-of-acceptable-foods-and-beverages
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/list-of-acceptable-foods-and-beverages
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/connecticut-nutrition-standards/evaluating-foods-for-cns-compliance#CNSWorksheets
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/cafeteria_entrees_requirements_hfc.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/cafeteria_entrees_requirements_hfc.pdf
https://www.eatright.org/national-nutrition-month
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Dairy Grant Opportunity for School Meals Due March 6, 2026 

The Connecticut Milk Promotion Board and New England Dairy recently announced a funding 

opportunity from Connecticut Dairy Farmers to K–12 schools participating in the USDA Child 

Nutrition Programs in Connecticut to support food service needs related to expanding summer 

or school meal programs or serving new dairy menu items. Schools can apply for turn-key 

equipment packages or build their own grant. Visit New England Dairy’s School Grants 

webpage for the application and more details. The application deadline is March 6, 2026. 

Funding for this program is provided by the Connecticut Milk Promotion Board. 

 
  

https://www.newenglanddairy.com/school-grants


The School Lunch Tray: February 11, 2026 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 6 of 7 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s 

School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition 

programs staff at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of 

Child Nutrition Programs, 450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 

06103-1841. This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/

nutrition/slt/2026/slt_02_11_2026.pdf.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited 

from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 

orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 

prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in 

languages other than English. Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means of communication to 

obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact 

the responsible state or local agency that administers 

the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-

2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a 

Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA 

Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be 

obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/

files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, 

by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 

addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and 

a written description of the alleged discriminatory 

action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 

and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The 

completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted 

to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department 

of Education is committed to a 

policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all 

qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment 

practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of 

race; color; religious creed; age; 

sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national 

origin; ancestry; retaliation for 

previously opposed discrimination 

or coercion, intellectual disability; 

genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability 

(including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as 

a victim of domestic violence; or 

criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a 

bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should 

be directed to: Attorney Louis 

Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, 

CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 

860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/‌files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/‌files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

