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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

Action Items 

• Unpaid School Meal Debt Due December 12, 2025 

Need to Know 

• Planning for Local Foods  

• Resource Roundup: USDA Policy for Food Donations from the Child Nutrition Programs 

Good to Know 

• Southington Public Schools Teams Up with Local Food Pantry to Feed Students 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Unpaid School Meal Debt Survey Due December 12, 2025 

The CSDE is collecting data regarding the amount of school meal debt remitted by school food 

authorities (SFAs) during school year 2024-25. SFAs that have not yet submitted a response are 

requested to complete this brief, two-question Unpaid School Meal Debt survey by December 12, 

2025. 

 

 

Need to Know 

Planning for Local Foods 

Winter is planning season for farmers. This is also a critical time for school food 

authorities (SFAs) to think about spring and fall menus and communicate local food 

needs to farmers early enough for crop planning. The three action steps below can 

help SFAs make the most of this planning season.  

 

 

 

1. Plan local procurement items for the 2026 school year. Consider opportunities to incorporate 

more local foods into menu offerings. Build on past local food purchases and align with district 

goals for the school meal program.  

2. Connect with a farmer. Farmers are planning their growing season and doing crop planning 

now. Check in with established farmer relationships and work on developing new ones. For 

more information, watch UConn Extension’s short video, Connecting with a Local Farm.  

3. Consider a forward contract. This tool establishes an agreement between a SFA and a farm or 

farm hub to purchase local products. Reach out to the district’s Regional Farm to School 

Coordinator for a forward contract template and best practices for using this approach.  

The district’s local Regional Farm to School Coordinator is available for support with these steps. 

 

Resource Roundup: USDA Policy for Food Donations from the Child Nutrition Programs 

As a reminder, guidance on the USDA’s policy related to food donations is provided in USDA Memo 

SP 11-2012, CACFP 05-2012, and SFSP 07-2012: Guidance on the Food Donation Program in Child 

Nutrition Programs. 

  

https://forms.office.com/g/66SvFnBred
https://kaltura.uconn.edu/media/Video+4%3A+Connecting+with+a+Local+Farm/1_p4cme9rj
https://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/regionalcoordinators/
https://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/regionalcoordinators/
https://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/regionalcoordinators/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/guidance-food-donation-program-child-nutrition-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/guidance-food-donation-program-child-nutrition-programs
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Good to Know 

Southington Public Schools Teams Up with Local Food Pantry to Feed Students 

In response to the federal government shutdown and the potential lapse in SNAP benefits, Nicole 

Maxellon, Director of Food Services for Southington Public Schools, exemplified the leadership 

routinely demonstrated by Connecticut’s school nutrition professionals by initiating an organized effort 

to support food-insecure children. Southington School District and Bread for Life, the community’s 

local food pantry, coordinated a district-wide food drive to provide assistance to students during the 

Thanksgiving recess. The partnership successfully collected sufficient provisions to assemble and 

distribute 100 backpacks of food to families in need. The CSDE formally acknowledges and 

expresses its appreciation for the Southington partners’ exemplary service and their commitment to 

supporting students beyond the cafeteria setting. 

The CSDE is grateful that school districts across the state routinely engage in similar efforts to 

support children and families outside of the cafeteria. Districts are encouraged to submit related 

stories and photographs to highlight and celebrate the incredible work being carried out by school 

food service programs statewide. 
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is 

available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_12_03_2025.pdf. 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 

this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity 

and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages 

other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means of communication to obtain program 

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 

online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling 

(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 

The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, 

telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 

and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 

AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 

persons. The Connecticut Department of 

Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; 

sexual orientation; workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, but not 

limited to, blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); military or 

veteran status; status as a victim of domestic 

violence; or criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons 

in any of the aforementioned protected 

classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed 

to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-

1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_12_03_2025.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

