The School Lunch Tray: June 4, 2025

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items

e CSDE Summer Meals Office Hours on June 5, 2025

e Connecticut Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (CT LFSIP) and Carryover of Funds

¢ Reminder: Save the Date for the How fo Complete the Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP)
Triennial Assessment Summary Webinar: June 12, 2025

e USDA Foods Reminder

e Request Alternate Lunch Time Outside the Timeframes of 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Due July 1,
2025

Need to Know
e School Year (SY) 2025-26 Meal Application forms
o Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (S-EBT) Program Contact Resources for Schools
¢ Resource Roundup: Changes to Authorized Signers

Good to Know
e Farm to School Field Trip at Veggiestock: June 7, 2025
o USDA Foods Update for SY 2025 - 2026
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! wServing up your weekly news :

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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CSDE Summer Meals Office Hours on June 5, 2025

The final live webinar installment of the CSDE annual Summer Meal Programs training series is an
open office hour on Thursday, June 5, 2025, from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. This is an optional Summer Meal
Program discussion for all SSO and SFSP sponsors. There will not be a presentation. Sponsors may
ask anything about topics related to Summer Meals, except for when applications will be approved.

Microsoft Teams Need help?
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 263 466 062 871
Passcode: g9iT2c5n

Dial in by phone

+1 860-840-2075,,130837925# United States, Hartford

Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 130 837 925#

For questions about Summer Meal Programs training, please contact caroline.cooke@ct.gov.

Connecticut Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (CT LFSIP) and Carryover of Funds

This notice is in follow up to the email sent on May 13 from the CT Dept of Agriculture to school
districts participating in the Connecticut Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (CT LFSIP).
Currently, there is no guarantee that the remaining program funds for this fiscal year, which ends June
30, 2025, will carry over into the next fiscal year which begins on July 1, 2025.

Therefore, the CSDE encourages schools to do the following to retain access to your allocated funds:

1. Establish a Forward Contract with farmer(s) and/or supplier(s) of local and/or regionally grown
products.

2. Make a payment in full to the farmer(s) and/or supplier(s) of local and/or regionally grown
products before June 12, 2025. For example, if working with a CT farmer (50%
reimbursement) and there’s $3,000 remaining in your allocation, you would need to show a
payment of $6,000 to the farmer which includes your $3,000 reimbursement from CT LFSIP.

3. Submit a claim as soon as possible but no later than June 12, 2025. Materials to be submitted
include a copy of the executed agreement(s) and proof of payment(s) to the farmer and/or
supplier of regionally grown products. The claim should be submitted through this form:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/CTDoAg/ConnecticutLocalFoodsForSchoolsIncentiveProgramC
TLFSIPQuarterlyReportingForm. Claims submitted after June 12, 2025, cannot be guaranteed
for processing and payment.
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School food authorities (SFAs) must maintain documentation per the Record Retention Requirements
for the School Nutrition Programs.

As always, if you need assistance identifying farmers and/or suppliers of regional products, please
contact your CSDE Regional Farm to School Coordinator. Questions regarding the claim submission
process should be directed to Hannah Carty at CT DoAg, Hannah.Carty@ct.gov.

Reminder: Save the Date for the How to Complete the Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP)
Triennial Assessment Summary Webinar - June 12, 2025

Join the CSDE and the UConn Rudd Center for an informative training session designed to guide
school staff through the process of completing the Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Triennial
Assessment Summary. The topic of the webinar is: How to Complete the Local School Wellness
Policy (LSWP) Triennial Assessment Summary and will take place Wednesday, June 12, 2025, from
2:00 — 3:00 pm.

As a reminder, the USDA'’s final rule, Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Implementation Under the
HHFKA of 2010, requires that each local educational agency (LEA) must complete an assessment of
their LSWP at least once every three years. The second triennial assessment is due June 30,
2025, and is conducted using Wellness School Assessment Tool (WellSAT). Visit the “Triennial
Assessments” section of the CSDE’s School Wellness Policies webpage for many resources to assist
Connecticut sponsors with navigating the Local School Wellness Policy and Triennial Assessment
requirements. For questions, please contact Fionnula Brown at fionnuala.brown@ct.gov.

USDA Foods Reminder

As the school year comes to an end, please remember to take delivery of all remaining USDA Foods
from the HPC warehouse. For those lucky enough to have the summer off, please remember to pay
all final HPC invoices and receipt all DoD deliveries before leaving for the summer.
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Request Alternate Lunch Time Outside the Timeframes of 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Due July 1,
2025

SFAs are reminded that schools participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must
offer lunch not earlier than 10:00 a.m. and not later than 2:00 p.m., including on planned half-days and
early dismissal days, unless the NSLP sponsor has requested and been authorized by the CSDE to
serve lunch outside of these regulatory timeframes. To request an alternate lunch time outside the
timeframe of 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for either a regular school day or planned half day, NSLP
sponsors must submit a waiver request to the CSDE. The CSDE must evaluate the circumstances of
each request to determine whether it meets one of the two USDA criteria for an exemption from the
specified timeframe for lunch:

1. The CSDE may grant reasonable variances from the meal service time requirements to
accommodate special circumstances encountered in schools operating for traditional students
at traditional times. For example, if a school has a condensed schedule on a planned half day,
the school may need to serve lunch prior to 10 a.m. due to capacity and may therefore request
an exception from the CSDE to serve outside of the 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. timeframe.

2. The CSDE may grant reasonable variances from the meal service time requirements if the
school operates for traditional students but at a nontraditional time. For example, a school may
need to provide lunch service from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to accommodate a work study
program that allows high school students to work in the morning and attend high school
classes in the later afternoon or evening. For this specific circumstance, the CSDE will grant a
meal service time variance only if: a) these alternative programs provide high school grade
students an opportunity to obtain the minimum requirements for graduation at a nontraditional
time; and b) it is not possible to serve lunch during the 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. timeframe.

The written request for a variance in lunch service times must be submitted to the CSDE by one of the
designated authorized signers for the local educational agency and must include a description of the
special circumstances at the school that make it necessary for the school to serve lunch outside of the
required NSLP service times. The CSDE may grant variances from lunch meal service times only if
one of the two criteria specified above are met. Variances from the required lunch service timeframe
will not be approved for routine scheduling choices, such as block schedules.

Requests for variances in NSLP meal service times must be submitted via email to the SFA’s CSDE
school nutrition team member by July 1 of each school year. For more information, refer to
Operational Memorandum No. 02-23. National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Requirements for
Regular and Shortened School Days.
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School Year (SY) 2025-26 Meal Application Forms

The SY 2025-26 Meal Application forms will not be released until later this summer. This delay is due
to potential state legislation that could affect student meal prices for next school year, necessitating
updates to the language included in some of the CSDE templates. Sponsors will be notified when the
templates are available.

Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (S-EBT) Program Contact Resources for Schools

The CSDE’s Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (S-EBT) Program Contact Resources for Schools
contains contact information for schools to use in reference to any questions received from
households or students regarding the S-EBT program. The document contains contact information for
the Connecticut Department of Social Services relating to S-EBT/EBT cards, as well as S-EBT
Customer Service for questions relating to eligibility and benefit status. Please feel free to share this
information as needed.

Resource Roundup: Changes to Authorized Signers

The CSDE reminds districts that if one of their authorized signers changes, they must notify their state
CNP technical support person. Refer to the CSDE’s Authorized Signature Change Form and
Instructions for guidance on assigning a new authorized signer for the Child Nutrition Programs.
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Farm to School Field Trip at Veggiestock — June 7, 2025

Join the Windham Community Food Network on June 7, 2025 for VVeggiestock, for the 7" annual Food
Garden Fest taking place at Lauter Park, 626 Jackson Street, Willimantic, CT from 10:00 to 2:00 pm.
There is no entry fee and there will be a special CT Farm to School Collaborative Field Trip to Grow
Windham Gardens from 11:30 to 1:00 pm to learn about their Youth Core program. To register for the
field trip go to: CT Farm To School Collaborative Field Trip: Veggiestock 2025.

Bring your families for a day of community food and fun — all are welcome! For questions regarding
the field trip, reach out to Melanie at Connecticutfarmtoschool@gmail.com.

USDA Foods Update for SY 2025 - 2026

The USDA recently informed the Food Distribution Program that all orders for Material Code 100225,
Turkey Roasts, are canceled next year due to vendor capacity. There will not be another chance to
order this item next school year. Therefore, please take appropriate steps to prepare for your
Thanksgiving menus. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.

Connecticut State Department of Education e Page 6 of 7


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.windhamfood.org%2Fveggiestock__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ZwZ1Za8D4osE-k9QvohgInKltY8eTmqfaf_otmRbg7gPPg5NIvbqunVBFeUY1JSKYxPwAtcGucM5QhQi4e6OsntM%24&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C9adc179ac5154a1aa97c08dda36f01af%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638846419350239354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sp07MMwZO6iH5OKIfcUEq4J1fy0XAHWHHUo7iX4%2BvBE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfVmNrP_okr3SmY8bMtreOTjJsoxzZFxsqWohZTIZynzBH2KQ%2Fviewform__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!mS8ZwZ1Za8D4osE-k9QvohgInKltY8eTmqfaf_otmRbg7gPPg5NIvbqunVBFeUY1JSKYxPwAtcGucM5QhQi4FSHK_iU%24&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C9adc179ac5154a1aa97c08dda36f01af%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638846419350252945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E0JF%2FqVylh6%2BybYoe7mARAr6B2yyz0ckYLqRFcoRfAw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Connecticutfarmtoschool@gmail.com

The School Lunch Tray: June 4, 2025

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School
Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at
the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is
available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_06_04 2025.pdf.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity
and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages
other than English. Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication to obtain program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American
Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling
(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA.
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address,
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature
and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed
AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified
persons. The Connecticut Department of
Education does not discriminate in any
employment practice, education program, or
educational activity on the basis of race;
color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy;
sexual orientation; workplace hazards to
reproductive systems, gender identity or
expression; marital status; national origin;
ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coercion, intellectual
disability; genetic information; learning
disability; physical disability (including, but not
limited to, blindness); mental disability
(past/present history thereof); military or
veteran status; status as a victim of domestic
violence; or criminal record in state
employment, unless there is a bona fide
occupational qualification excluding persons
in any of the aforementioned protected
classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut
State Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be directed
to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State
Department of Education, by mail 450
Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-
1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.

G

CONNECTICUT

Education
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