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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

Action Items 

• Reminder: Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Reporting 

Requirements: Report of April and May 2025 Purchases Due May 30, 2025 

• National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Required Sponsor Online Application Training: June 

3, 2025 

• Save the Date for the CSDE Training Session in Collaboration with the University of 

Connecticut Rudd Center: June 12, 2025 

• Requests to Extend the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or School Breakfast 

Program (SBP) into the Summer Months (July and August) Due June 13, 2025  

Need to Know 

• CSDE school nutrition programs Table Talk, Thursday, May 29, 2025 

• Produce Safety University: The Produce Lab, live Webinar, June 3, 2025  

• Introduction to School Nutrition Leadership Upcoming Virtual Training: August 5, 12, and 19, 

2025 

• Resource Roundup: The Child Nutrition Recipe Box: Healthy Recipes for Child Nutrition 

Professionals 

Good to Know 

• Chef Ann Foundation Bulk Milk Grants for Schools Due June 26, 2025 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.   

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk


The School Lunch Tray: May 28, 2025 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 2 of 7 

Action Items 

Reminder: Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Reporting 

Requirements: Report of April and May 2025 Purchases Due May 30, 2025 

Districts that would like to receive reimbursement from their LFSIP funds allocation for purchases of 

locally grown or produced foods for the months of April and May 2025 must submit the Federal Local 

Foods for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Reimbursement Request Form (Phase 1 & 2).  

Purchases made in April and May 2025 must be reported on the form by Friday, May 30, 2025. 

 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Required Sponsor Online Application Training: June 

3, 2025 

This is a friendly reminder that the NSLP Sponsor Online Application Training will take place June 3, 

2025, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. This training is required for all sponsors of the NSLP. At least one staff 

member from each school food authority with responsibilities for completing the annual update of the 

child nutrition programs sponsor application is required to attend.  

Registration is not required.  Please use the link below to join the training. 

 
Microsoft Teams Need help?  
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 265 638 363 830  
Passcode: qD9WE9op  

 
Dial in by phone  
+1 860-840-2075,,770505502# United States, Hartford  
Find a local number  
Phone conference ID: 770 505 502#  

 

Save the Date for the CSDE Training Session in Collaboration with the University of 

Connecticut Rudd Center: June 12, 2025 

Join the CSDE and the UConn Rudd Center for an informative training session designed to guide 

school staff through the process of completing the Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Triennial 

Assessment Summary. The topic of the webinar is: How to Complete the Local School Wellness 

Policy (LSWP) Triennial Assessment Summary and will take place Wednesday, June 12, 2025, from 

2:00 – 3:00 pm.  

As a reminder, the USDA’s final rule, Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Implementation Under the 

HHFKA of 2010, requires that each local educational agency (LEA) must complete an assessment of 

their LSWP at least once every three years. The second triennial assessment is due June 30, 

2025, and is conducted using Wellness School Assessment Tool (WellSAT). Visit the “Triennial 

Assessments” section of the CSDE’s School Wellness Policies webpage for many resources to assist 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzix2PJ6KnXVdMo22cYgjbSdpUM0VFVUkzNVBLVEpUSjdNMDhTVjg3QkFVUS4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C2592dfde73524b3f3f6008dd9d7ce3ff%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839881905412524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VpKQHUxf%2BSux6Z4jhRrgdw3SFSpquvRoKXVgl7meMQM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzix2PJ6KnXVdMo22cYgjbSdpUM0VFVUkzNVBLVEpUSjdNMDhTVjg3QkFVUS4u%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C2592dfde73524b3f3f6008dd9d7ce3ff%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839881905412524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VpKQHUxf%2BSux6Z4jhRrgdw3SFSpquvRoKXVgl7meMQM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C36c5e47e96f34e3b29ac08dd9d480ad3%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839654915633711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r871NPjXhqgP8jPG24w5yZutqJbmhzurh6m6ceIECyA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MThhZDVkMmMtMmIwZS00NmVmLWI4NDctZWU4NzQ4OWQ3NzA0%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C36c5e47e96f34e3b29ac08dd9d480ad3%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839654915659942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6QA2n%2Fj5Dx3vFBt67q0ndwGJNu4HmfHApVWV9y0Vebg%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,770505502
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D770505502&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C36c5e47e96f34e3b29ac08dd9d480ad3%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839654915674712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=be1wRQhYRY%2FBQAtd2919074TlhNFfn0kN4E6hj1FpAs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-072916c&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C2592dfde73524b3f3f6008dd9d7ce3ff%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839881905431982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ru7mzlx9MkIfJhVHeKbFyxrFTA8v0kOD1j559D6WXso%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-072916c&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C2592dfde73524b3f3f6008dd9d7ce3ff%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638839881905431982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ru7mzlx9MkIfJhVHeKbFyxrFTA8v0kOD1j559D6WXso%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-wellness-policies/triennial-assessments
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-wellness-policies/triennial-assessments
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Connecticut sponsors with navigating the Local School Wellness Policy and Triennial Assessment 

requirements. For questions, please contact Fionnula Brown at fionnuala.brown@ct.gov. 

 
Requests to Extend the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or School Breakfast 

Program (SBP) into the Summer Months (July and August) due June 13, 2025 

Local educational agencies (LEAs) may serve reimbursable lunches and/or breakfasts through an 

extension of the NSLP and/or SBP during the summer months (beyond June 30, 2025) if one of the 

following two criteria apply: 1) the school year is extended; or 2) an official required academic summer 

school program is in place. 

LEAs requesting an extension of the NSLP and/or SBP during summer 2025 must consider the 

following: 

• only students enrolled in the extended school year or academic summer school program can 

receive meals; 

• for sites not operating under the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), a student’s school year 
2024-25 free and reduced-price eligibility by direct certification or free or reduced-price meal 
application will be used for the counting and claiming of meals; 

• meals will be claimed as free, reduced-price, or paid based on student eligibility; 

• meals must be charged at the correct price (reduced price $.30 breakfast or $.40 lunch, district 
established paid lunch price); 

• multiple meal distribution and non-congregate meals are not allowed;  

• proper point-of-service meal counts are required (based on student eligibility);  

• sites approved to operate the CEP must utilize their approved claiming percentages to claim 
meals; and 

• State Transition Assistance for Reduced-price (STAR) Funds expire on June 30, 2025. 

To be eligible to serve and claim reimbursable meals during summer due to an extension of the 

school year or a required academic summer school, interested LEAs must submit an email 

requesting an extension of their NSLP and/or SBP to Jen Bove at jennifer.bove@ct.gov by June 

13, 2025.  

The email must include:  

1. the schools requesting the extension;  
2. the reason for the extension, e.g., academic summer school;  
3. the meal or meals the site will be serving (breakfast only, lunch only, breakfast and lunch); and  
4. the start and end date of the program.  

Note: To submit July and/or August claims for reimbursement for the approved sites and dates, the 

LEA must first have an approved school year (SY) 2025-26 Sponsor Agreement. The CSDE will be 

providing a future e-mail with instructions on updating the SY 2025-26 Sponsor Agreement. The LEA 

must submit the online agreement for CSDE approval by July 30, 2025, to submit the July 

claim for reimbursement. 

Questions may be directed to jennifer.bove@ct.gov.

 
 

mailto:fionnuala.brown@ct.gov
mailto:jennifer.bove@ct.gov
mailto:jennifer.bove@ct.gov
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Need to Know 

CSDE School Nutrition Programs Table Talk, Thursday, May 29, 2025 

Join the CSDE’s school nutrition programs staff for Table Talk tomorrow, Thursday, May 29, 2025, 

from 2:00-3:00 p.m. Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on 

Microsoft Teams. 

To submit questions in advance, visit 

https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5px5YKVBdQNQZD0. 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  
 
Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44  
Passcode: muTuBy  
 
Download Teams | Join on the web 
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 860-840-2075,,920756855#   United States, Hartford  
 
Phone Conference ID: 920 756 855#  
Find a local number | Reset PIN  
Learn More | Meeting options  

 

Produce Safety University: The Produce Lab, Live Webinar, June 3, 2025  

The ICN is offering a Produce Safety University webinar featuring a live produce lab. Members of the 

PSU Training Team, including Chef Cyndie Story and her K-12 Culinary Team, will be hosting this 

interactive session that will equip school nutrition professionals with essential food safety knowledge 

to serve fresh produce safely. The live lab session will cover topics such as produce quality and 

condition factors, along with safe handling and preparation techniques for school nutrition 

professionals. Attendees will experience a blend of virtual instruction and live produce labs, including 

culinary demos to simulate the hands-on learning of the in-person PSU course. Questions and 

additional information about Produce Safety University, may be addressed to 

ProduceSafetyUniversity@usda.gov. For more information and to register, go to: Produce Safety 

University: The Produce Lab (June 3rd 2025 2:00-3:30pm CST) - ICN iLearn 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdect.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5px5YKVBdQNQZD0&data=05%7C02%7Cteri.dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C48d1437f288f49c022d208dd67c079a2%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638780798551241940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DuSbCij5dSnLd9JH7xUZ8P4KI%2Fy0n%2BD1hS1%2B%2FuN6ruM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458368173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zV%2FfNPw8KSyfo%2Bcir9AULnSYfd9xzbdGjrcrGfPROo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458368173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ccMljDviKM6T0hNR7TUUCKhLwst%2FeCvp7B0CN%2F0uCwk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458524395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qp3DRjGcVr3y10EX29x99TRTAcruW3KNigXPvUlGk4o%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,920756855# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D920756855&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458524395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xFTkFY%2FdBEuW9K1I49nmENht%2F4w%2BivcnA4yxvSTPrhk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458524395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=goQb50ekgWS6DIjL1SfZwE92zbyP1N1%2BtMi%2Bu0p%2F4%2BI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458524395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzwaE5v6djBXKAFIvFZQSHTffTKfsvwVToLE9yGuSik%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C01%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7Ccd97b3fe6fcd475c085e08dbf4fb8d6f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638373133458524395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Z2TjOLGLsAyIBPedpA9ga%2BM7b1h3XeuMuk%2FXLqPq4k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ProduceSafetyUniversity@usda.gov
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/543/produce-safety-university-the-produce-lab-june-3rd-2025-200-330pm-cst
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/543/produce-safety-university-the-produce-lab-june-3rd-2025-200-330pm-cst
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Introduction to School Nutrition Leadership Upcoming Virtual Training: August 5, 12, and 19, 

2025 

The CSDE is excited to inform sponsors of a great opportunity that will be available in August 2025. 

The CSDE will be hosting the Institute of Child Nutrition’s (ICN) Introduction to School Nutrition 

Leadership Lite, a 3-day no cost virtual training program planned specifically for new and aspiring 

directors of the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. We are also pleased to 

announce that School Nutrition Program Consultant, Lonnie Burt, will be back again this year, to 

conduct the three-day webinar!  

All school nutrition directors hired within the past year are required to take part in the virtual 

Introduction to School Nutrition Leadership training program. This will take place on the following 

dates: August 5, 12, and 19, 2025, from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm. This training will provide an overview of 

the many responsibilities of the school nutrition director. The goal is to build the new director’s 

knowledge base, provide multiple tools and resources, allow opportunities to network, and improve 

confidence in operating the school nutrition programs.  

Space is limited to 40 participants, so register today to reserve a seat. Note that priority will be given 

to new school nutrition directors. The registration deadline is June 27, 2025.  

For more information and to register, please see the attached flier and course schedule. 

 

Resource Roundup: The ICN’s Child Nutrition Recipe Box: Healthy Recipes for Child Nutrition 

Professionals  

The Child Nutrition Recipe Box: Healthy Recipes for Child Nutrition Professionals provides school 

sponsors with recipes to prepare healthy and delicious meals that meet meal pattern requirements; 

that are standardized to provide meal pattern crediting information; and are made with legumes, 

whole grains, and vegetables from the vegetable subgroups including dark green, red, and orange 

vegetables. The recipes also include detailed nutrition information, recipe ratings, and options to 

share content on social media. For more information go to Child Nutrition Recipe Box – USDA 

Standardized Recipes. 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheicn.org%2Ficn-resources-a-z%2Fintroduction-to-school-nutrition-leadership%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCSDEChildNutritionPrograms%40ct.gov%7Cacab0a01fc8f4e29644708dc897bb94a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638536411682437772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0XWugexF3W652sG3B7LpfbVFXlTfYmmPc1dwg8ka64%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheicn.org%2Ficn-resources-a-z%2Fintroduction-to-school-nutrition-leadership%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCSDEChildNutritionPrograms%40ct.gov%7Cacab0a01fc8f4e29644708dc897bb94a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638536411682437772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L0XWugexF3W652sG3B7LpfbVFXlTfYmmPc1dwg8ka64%3D&reserved=0
https://theicn.org/cnrb/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/
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Good to Know 

Chef Ann Foundation Bulk Milk Grants for Schools Due June 26, 2025 

The USDA requires schools to offer students milk with every lunch or breakfast the schools serve. 

Most schools today serve milk in disposable cartons or plastic bottles. With over 31 million lunches 

and over 13 million breakfasts served every single school day, year after year, milk packaging and 

liquid waste is one of the biggest sources of waste generated by school food programs. 

The Chef Ann Foundation’s Bulk Milk grants provide eligible schools across the country nearly 

everything they need to transition from serving milk in single-use cartons or bottles to serving milk in 

bulk. This includes bulk milk dispensers, staff training, marketing materials, and technical assistance. 

For more information, visit the Bulk Milk webpage. Applications are due June 26, 2025. 

 
  

https://www.chefannfoundation.org/what-we-do/bulk-milk/
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is 

available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_05_28_2025.pdf. 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 

this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity 

and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages 

other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means of communication to obtain program 

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 

online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling 

(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 

The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, 

telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 

and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 

AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 

persons. The Connecticut Department of 

Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; 

sexual orientation; workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, but not 

limited to, blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); military or 

veteran status; status as a victim of domestic 

violence; or criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons 

in any of the aforementioned protected 

classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed 

to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-

1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_05_28_2025.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov


INTRODUCTION TO SCHOOL 

NUTRITION LEADERSHIP Lite 

 

Virtual Training Program: August 5, 12, and 19, 2025 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily 

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) is 

hosting the Institute of Child Nutrition’s (ICN) Introduction to 

School Nutrition Leadership Lite. This three-day virtual 

training program is intended for new and aspiring school 

nutrition program directors. Lessons provide an overview of 

school nutrition programs, define the role and responsibilities 

of a director, and review the relationship between local 

policies and state/federal regulations. This training is 

required for new school nutrition directors hired within 

the past year. 

Registration 

Register by June 27, 2025, at Registration for Introduction to 

School Nutrition Leadership. There is no cost to attend but 

preregistration is required.  

Additional Training Hours 

The ICN strongly recommends that participants take an 

additional 17.5 hours of ICN iLearn online courses prior to the 

first training day. More information will be provided after 

participants register.

Professional Standards 

Key Areas: 1: Nutrition; 2: Operations,  

3: Administration, and  

4: Communications and Marketing 

Lesson Topics 

• Program accountability, integrity,  

and the role of the director 

• Reimbursable school meals 

• Meal accommodations 

• Food production and operation 

management 

• Procurement and inventory 

management 

• Customer experience, 

merchandising, and food 

presentation 

• Human resource management 

• Workplace safety 

• Federal regulations 

• Farm to School 

• Effective goal setting using Smart 

Goals 

• Marketing your school nutrition 

programs 

• Essential Key Performance Indicators 

series 

• Food Safety 

• Designing an emergency 

preparedness plan 

More Details 

• Training link: Attendees will receive 

the training link and applicable 

materials after registering. 

• CEUs: 24.0 CEU hours 

• Questions? Contact Annie Haynes, 

ICN Training Coordinator, at 

aehaynes@theicn.org

The Connecticut State Department of Education is an  

affirmative action/equal opportunity employer. 
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https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/introduction-to-school-nutrition-leadership/
https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/introduction-to-school-nutrition-leadership/
https://theicn.zoom.us/meeting/register/e6lan-HqSG2OxK529SvtzQ
https://theicn.zoom.us/meeting/register/e6lan-HqSG2OxK529SvtzQ
mailto:aehaynes@theicn.org


INTRODUCTION TO SCHOOL NUTRITION LEADERSHIP LITE DAILY SCHEDULE 

Institute of Child Nutrition 

Schedule is Subject to Change 

DAY 1 (8 hours) 

8:00-9:00 

Registration 

Welcome/Overview/Ice 

Breaker 

9:00-10:00 

Program Accountability, 

Integrity, and Role of the 

Director 

10:00-10:15  

Break  

10:15-11:00 

Program Accountability, 

Integrity, and Role of the 

Director (continued) 

11:00-12:00 

Meal Accommodations 

12:00-1:00 

Lunch 

1:00- 2:00 

Meal Accommodations 

(continued) 

2:00-2:45 

Farm to School 

2:15-2:30  

Break   

2:45-5:00 

USDA Regulations 

DAY 2 (8 hours) 

8:00-9:30 

Reimbursable School 

Meals 

9:30-9:45 

Break  

9:45-12:00 

Reimbursable School 

Meals (continued) 

12:00-1:00 

Lunch 

1:00-2:30 

Customer Experience, 

Merchandising & Food 

Presentation 

2:30-2:45  

Break   

2:45-5:00 

Food Production and 

Operations Management 

DAY 3 (8 hours) 

8:00-10:00 

Procurement and 

Inventory 

Management 

10:00-10:15 

Break 

10:15-12:00 

Procurement and 

Inventory Management 

(continued) 

12:00-1:00 

Lunch 

1:00-2:30 

Human Resources 

2:30-2:45  

Break   

2:45-3:45 

Human Resources 

(continued) 

3:45-4:30 

Work Place Safety 

4:30-5:00 

Celebrate Success! 

Overall Seminar 

Evaluation 

Presentation of 

Certificates 
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