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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

Action Items 

• Final Reminder: CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 05-2025, Community Eligibility 

Provision (CEP) Annual Notification Requirement for all Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) 

Participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or the School Breakfast 

Program (SBP) Due April 7, 2025 

• CSDE Summer Meals Training on April 3, 2025: Seamless Summer Option Regulations 

• 2025-26 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications Due 

April 30, 2025 

• Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Exemption Request for Unpaid Meal Charges Due April 30, 2025 

• CNP System Now Open to Submit 2025-26 Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement: Due 

July 1, 2025 

Need to Know 

• Important Update: Deadline Extended for Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive Program 

(Federal LFSIP) 

• Save the Dates for CSDE Office Hours: Triennial Assessment using the WellSAT website 

• Save the Date: Farm to School Conference, May 7, 2025 

• Resource Roundup: Finding Previous Editions of School Lunch Tray 

Good to Know 

• FoodCorps’ 17 Children’s Books We Love All About Food  

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.   

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

Final Reminder: CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 05-2025, Community Eligibility Provision 

(CEP) Annual Notification Requirement for all Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) Participating 

in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or the School Breakfast Program (SBP) Due 

April 7, 2025 

All NSLP and SBP sponsors must submit school-level CEP eligibility data to the CSDE no later 

than April 7, 2025 (regardless of participation or intent to participate in the CEP). For information on 

how to access the CNP Application and Claiming System to enter notification data, refer to the 

CSDE’s document, Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Data Collection Guidance for School-level 

Eligibility Information. Information regarding the CEP application process for SY 2025-26 will be 

issued in a few weeks. 

The steps for collecting data to update the annual Community Eligibility Provision (CEP notification 

lists are outlined in Operational Memorandum No. 05-2025, Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 

Annual Notification Requirement for all Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) Participating in the 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and/or the School Breakfast Program (SBP) Due April 7, 

2025.  

Residential Child Care Institutions and Special Milk Program sponsors are exempt from this 

requirement. 

 

CSDE Summer Meals Training on April 3, 2025: Seamless Summer Option Regulations 

The CSDE is conducting an annual training session on Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Regulations 

for potential sponsors of the SSO. This training will be held on Thursday, April 3, 2025, from 2:00 - 

3:00 p.m. All school districts considering operating SSO in summer 2025 should attend. Join the 

Teams trainings using the link below: 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44  

Passcode: muTuBy  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 860-840-2075,,920756855#   United States, Hartford  

Phone Conference ID: 920 756 855#  

For questions about Summer Meal Programs training, please contact caroline.cooke@ct.gov.  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Data_Collection_Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Data_Collection_Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2025/om05-25.pdf?rev=0e63a626a1dd468da04e705f4f915e91
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C495e8df81d3540c57a0a08dd7064d115%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790300478691833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s4BXWc2jp4Ckhy1f0knuyqUm%2FSQCkwEGa6NUPP2BCNM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C495e8df81d3540c57a0a08dd7064d115%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790300478714606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vyn9UxrgNSgmvS2PrFEnTGPoFth7xCXUpZdm7gpBG34%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C495e8df81d3540c57a0a08dd7064d115%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790300478726889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8shyVyYKwoqoZ16oik5nD13WtuJz6ighTpJH%2FogTHQ%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,920756855# 
mailto:caroline.cooke@ct.gov
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2025-26 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications Due 

April 30, 2025 

The CSDE’s FFVP Grant Announcement provides information regarding the 2025-26 FFVP grant 

opportunity. The FFVP provides funding to serve a variety of free fresh fruit and vegetable snacks to 

all children in participating schools. This grant-funded program is different from the USDA Foods 

DOD program.  

The CSDE will accept completed applications online until the close of business on April 30, 2025. For 

questions, please contact Jen Bove at Jennifer.bove@ct.gov or 860-807-2044 

On Friday, April 4, 2025, from 10:00-11:00 a.m., the CSDE will hold a one-hour information session 

on the FFVP application process, including time to answer questions regarding the process or 

program.  

Microsoft Teams Need help?  

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 234 759 551 92  

Passcode: p5hW9ZX7  

Dial in by phone  

+1 860-840-2075,,396576340# United States, Hartford  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 396 576 340#  

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN  

Submission Process 

Sponsors must compete and submit the 2025-26 FFVP Application via the Online Application and 

Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System). Sponsors must have an ID and 

Password to access the CNP System or must connect with district staff who have current access. The 

CSDE’s Instructions for Submitting the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Application 

describes how to enter and submit the completed application.  

Applicants must also complete and upload the Application Certification form.  

Schools must be elementary schools, defined as schools inclusive of any grade between Kindergarten 

and grade 6, (e.g., Pre-K-6, K-12, and 5-8) where at least 50 percent of the children are eligible for 

free and reduced-price meals to apply. The FFVP Area Eligibility List and FFVP Site Eligibility List, are 

specific to the FFVP grant only, and assist applicants in determining which schools are potentially 

eligible to participate in the FFVP. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Announcement.pdf
mailto:Jennifer.bove@ct.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543098536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DvcgiS4TFF2zI9%2Bx5DNRPPIP5N3AV94sFI0sHUF8BEw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MzM5NWM3N2UtMGNjNi00YWQ3LTk5ZGYtYTEwNmVjNDZjYWM2%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522a2278f1d-5da7-4c57-a36d-9c6208db49da%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543119559%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ahy2rcJAV%2BZn%2FIfm8CqlWjbm5tuVxIZWbugElBz44Hc%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,396576340
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D396576340&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543132638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HvQIPIFyjYDxo9kkF4P7bpb2R%2Bxv9m0bAJGsNYiug4M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Da2278f1d-5da7-4c57-a36d-9c6208db49da%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_MzM5NWM3N2UtMGNjNi00YWQ3LTk5ZGYtYTEwNmVjNDZjYWM2%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543144819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9amGlbd9I0SIEb3P%2By75WE8YjZgaSb1t0K2wCYmcgpU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543157682%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z72HwJadlZm%2B03lMyvP6e8fkiLRyBriJOksHcrfuJEQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fct.cnpus.com%2Fprod%2FSplash.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543171633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4cV6WY7RT9eFMBBEAnz%2BHN5zwXixG9MHHmMbEpw3IUM%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Instructions.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Certification.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Area_Eligible_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Site_Eligible_Schools.pdf
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For information on the FFVP, visit the CSDE’s FFVP webpage. Applicants must review the USDA’s 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Handbook prior to completing the online application to ensure the 

application meets the federal guidelines.  

 

Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Exemption Request for Unpaid Meal Charges Due April 30, 2025 

The CSDE issued Operational Memorandum No. 12-24 on Tuesday June 11, 2024. This memo 

provides guidance for school year (SY) 2024-25 only allowing school food authorities (SFAs) that 

have an excess balance in the nonprofit school food service account (NSFSA) to use those excess 

funds to eliminate the SFA’s balance of unpaid school meal charges prior to June 30, 2025.  

SFAs with a positive or zero balance in the NSFSA as of June 30, 2023, can request an exemption 

using the SY 2024-25 PLE exemption request. The SFA approved for a PLE exemption may propose 

to offset students’ unpaid meal charges incurred in SY 2024-25 for reimbursable meals provided 

through the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program prior to June 30, 

2025, when unpaid charges become debt. 

The SFAs listed below have already been approved for the PLE exemption and plan to reduce unpaid 

meal charges. No additional action is required for these districts.  

• Bethel School District 

• Brookfield School District 

• Clinton School District 

• Enfield School District 

• Fairfield School District 

• Farmington School District 

• Glastonbury School District 

• New Fairfield School District 

• Norwich Free Academy 

• Plymouth School District 

• Regional School District 01 

• Regional School District 08 

• Regional School District 15 

• Southington School District 

• Stratford School District 

• Thomaston School District 

• Waterford School District 

• Watertown School District 

• West Hartford School District 

• Wolcott School District 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Fresh-Fruit-and-Vegetable-Program
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fresource-files%2Fhandbook.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C5a882097bc0d4dd1b17908dd7089da2e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638790459543183367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GLpXwZ%2B5O2RkFs4jFREdkqBuLY8Hl3M0wydDd01ka8s%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2024/om12-24.pdf
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SFAs not listed above that are interested in participating in this opportunity must complete the 

information below by April 30, 2025. 

1. Complete the Request for a Paid Lunch Equity Exemption - SY 2024-25. 

2. Email Greg King at greg.king@ct.gov. The email must a) indicate that the district has 

completed the Request for a Paid Lunch Equity Exemption - SY 2024-25; and b) detail the 

changes that will be made to the district’s Plan to Reduce excess Operating Balance to offset 

the cost of students’ unpaid meal charges. Do not upload a new Plan to Reduce Excess 

Operating Balance to the Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child 

Nutrition Programs (CNP System). 

 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzi2s8AsI6lzBIhU2D6Q3Gbr5UMEVPSVRCUU05UVlISzRVT0Q3VkM1UFFJTC4u
mailto:greg.king@ct.gov
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CNP System Now Open to Submit 2025-26 Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement: Due 

July 1, 2025 

The HFC application module of the CSDE’s Online Application and Claiming System for Child 

Nutrition Programs (CNP System) is now open for submitting the 2025-26 HFC Statement. Please 

review the important information below. 

• Deadline: All public school sponsors of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must 

submit the 2025-26 HFC Statement and upload their final board-approved minutes by July 1, 

2025. 

• Only authorized signers 1 or 2 can submit the HFC Statement: The HFC Statement must 

be completed, certified, and submitted by the district’s authorized signer 1 or 2. These are the 

only two individuals who can submit the HFC Statement.  

• Enroll district in the 2025-26 application process before beginning HFC Statement: The 

district must enroll in the 2025-26 application process for the school nutrition programs before 

the 2025-26 HFC Statement can be accessed. For guidance on how to enroll the district, refer 

to the CSDE’s Instructions for Enrolling in the Annual Application Process for the School 

Nutrition Programs. If the authorized signer cannot access the HFC Statement in the CNP 

System, this means the district has not yet enrolled. 

• Instructions for submitting the HFC Statement: Authorized signer 1 or 2 completes the 

HFC Statement in the CSDE’s Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child 

Nutrition Programs (CNP System). Please read the CSDE’s Instructions for Submitting 

Connecticut’s Healthy Food Certification Statement for School Year 2025-26 before entering 

he CNP System. 

• Complete the HFC module only: Do not begin the application process to participate in the 

school nutrition programs for school year 2025-26. The CSDE will notify sponsors when it is 

time to start the online application process for school nutrition programs. 

• Guidance on HFC application requirements: The HFC application requirements are 

summarized in the “Annual HFC Application” section of the HFC webpage and CSDE 

Operational Memorandum No. 03-25. For additional guidance, refer to the CSDE’s 21-minute 

training module, Completing the Application Process for Healthy Food Certification. 

• Questions: Contact Susan Fiore at susan.fiore@ct.gov. 

  

https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx
https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnpsystem/instructions_enrolling_disrtict_snp_application.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnpsystem/instructions_enrolling_disrtict_snp_application.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/App/Instructions_Submitting_Connecticut_Healthy_Food_Certification_Statement.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/App/Instructions_Submitting_Connecticut_Healthy_Food_Certification_Statement.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-application
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2025/om03-25.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/healthy-food-certification/annual-hfc-application#Instructions
mailto:susan.fiore@ct.gov
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Need to Know 

Important Update: Deadline Extended for Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive Program 

(Federal LFSIP) 

The CSDE has received approval from the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) to extend 

the period of performance for the Federal LFSIP to May 29, 2026.The CSDE is requiring that SFAs 

spend their allocation by January 1, 2026. Any unspent allocations will be reallocated to other 

participants by February 1, 2026. 

Although this extension has been granted by the USDA, this is subject to change at any time; 

therefore, SFAs should continue to prioritize spending the federal LFSIP allocations to purchase local, 

minimally processed, and unprocessed foods for their school nutrition programs. 

The CSDE is committed to ensuring that Connecticut students and communities receive the full 

benefits of the Federal allocation by maximizing the local impact of these resources. 

Connecticut’s Regional Farm to School Coordinators will continue to provide technical assistance and 

support to assist SFAs in locating and properly procuring locally produced unprocessed or minimally 

processed agricultural products for their school meal programs, including support with Forward 

Contracting.  

 

Save the Date: Connecticut Farm to School Conference, May 7, 2025 

Join the CSDE and UConn Extension’s Put Local on Your Tray for a Farm to School Conference, May 

7, 2025. Increase farm to school programming in your cafeteria and learn about best practices in local 

procurement and network with farmers and food hub operator. This event will count toward 

professional standards requirements. 

• Location: Auer Farm, 158 Auer Farm Road, Bloomfield, CT from 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

• Cost: $20 (lunch is included) 

More information will be coming soon. 

 

  

Farm%20to%20School--Local%20Foods%20for%20Schools
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/farm-to-school/regional-farm-to-school-coordinators
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Save the Dates for CSDE Office Hours: Triennial Assessment using the WellSAT website 

The CSDE is offering a series of office hours on conducting the school wellness policy Triennial 

Assessment using the WellSAT website. Save the dates below and bring your questions. Links to join 

the office hours will be sent in advance of each session. 

• Monday, April 28, 2025, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

• Monday, May 12, 2025, from 2:00-3:00 p.m.  

As a reminder, the USDA’s final rule, Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Implementation Under the 

HHFKA of 2010, requires that each local educational agency (LEA) must complete an assessment of 

their LSWP at least once every three years. The second triennial assessment is due June 30, 2025, 

and is conducted using WellSAT.  

Visit the “Triennial Assessments” section of the CSDE’s School Wellness Policies webpage for many 

resources to assist Connecticut sponsors with navigating the Local School Wellness Policy and 

Triennial Assessment requirements. For questions, please contact Fionnula Brown at 

fionnuala.brown@ct.gov.  

Resource Roundup: Finding Previous Editions of School Lunch Tray 

As a reminder, previous editions of the School Lunch Tray (SLT) are available on the CSDE’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. The summary of each year’s topics and date includes links to 

access each School Lunch Tray. The 2025 topics are located in the Summary of SLT Topics for 2025. 

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-072916c&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C2e87aa539d39415d099b08dd72059d78%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638792090619836021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GyRq6lDgkmbhPTAGFpj2IH5utnD7MfBHXlATgU8FZ6U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-072916c&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C2e87aa539d39415d099b08dd72059d78%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638792090619836021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GyRq6lDgkmbhPTAGFpj2IH5utnD7MfBHXlATgU8FZ6U%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-wellness-policies/triennial-assessments
mailto:fionnuala.brown@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-lunch-tray-and-table-talk
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-lunch-tray-and-table-talk
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/summary_slt_topics_2025.pdf


The School Lunch Tray: April 2, 2025 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 9 of 10 

Good to Know 

FoodCorps’ 17 Children’s Books We Love All About Food 

FoodCorps members have compiled a list of “17 Children’s Books We Love All About Food.” These 

books support lessons in classrooms, cafeterias, and gardens. 

 

  

https://foodcorps.org/blog-books-children-kids-food/
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is 

available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_04_02_2025.pdf. 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 

this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity 

and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages 

other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means of communication to obtain program 

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 

online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling 

(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 

The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, 

telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 

and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 

AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 

persons. The Connecticut Department of 

Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; 

sexual orientation; workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, but not 

limited to, blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); military or 

veteran status; status as a victim of domestic 

violence; or criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons 

in any of the aforementioned protected 

classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed 

to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-

1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_04_02_2025.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

