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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

Action Items 

• None

Need to Know 

• Operational Memorandum No. 04-25, State Transition Assistance for Reduced-price (STAR)

Funds for School Year 2024-25 Attestation Addendum (Due April 4, 2025)

• New CSDE Resource: Considerations for Farm to School Forward Contracting

• USDA Resource: Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs

• Updates to What’s in a Meal Training Modules for School Year 2024-25: Module 12 Whole

Grain-Rich Requirement

• Reminder: Comment Period Closes March 26, 2025, for USDA’s Request for Information:

Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs

• University of Connecticut Rudd Center Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child

(WSCC) Academy, May 21, 2025: Registration Deadline is April 30, 2025

• Resource Roundup: Worksheet to Calculate the Weekly Percentage of Whole Grain-rich Menu

Items in School Lunch and Breakfast Menus for Grades K-12

Good to Know 

• None

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Need to Know 

Operational Memorandum No. 04-25, State Transition Assistance for Reduced-price (STAR) 

Funds for School Year 2024-25 Attestation Addendum (Due April 4, 2025) 

Operational Memorandum No. 04-25, State Transition Assistance for Reduced-price (STAR) Funds 

for School Year 2024-25 Attestation Addendum (Due April 4, 2025) outlines additional information 

needed from school food authorities (SFA) that submitted a STAR Funds attestation statement and 

are eligible to receive STAR Funds in school year 2024-25.  

As a condition of receipt of federal assistance from the U.S. Department of the Treasury and 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) requirements, SFAs that submitted a STAR Funds Attestation to 

the CSDE in August 2024 are required to submit the STAR Funds SY 2024-25 Attestation Addendum. 

The Addendum contains the two parts below. 

1. U.S. Department of the Treasury Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund Award Terms and

Conditions

2. Assurance of Compliance with Civil Rights Requirements

The addendum must be completed by the SFA’s authorized signer 1 or 2, as approved on the ED-099 

Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (not the food service director or representative from the food 

service management company). Email the scanned signed addendum by April 4, 2025, to Susan 

Alston at susan.alston@ct.gov.  

New CSDE Resource: Considerations for Farm to School Forward Contracting 

The CSDE has a new resource, Considerations for Farm to School Forward Contracting, that provides 

guidance to SFAs on the considerations for implementing farm-to-school forward contracts in the 

USDA school nutrition programs. SFAs that have received Federal Local Food for Schools Incentive 

Program (LFSIP) Phase 1 and/ or Phase 2 funds, with a remaining balance, are encouraged to 

explore the feasibility of forward contracting to ensure funds are expended before the deadline of April 

30, 2025. For a list of LFSIP SFAs, refer to  the CSDE’s resource, Local Food for Schools Incentive 

Program Phase 1 and Phase 2: Remaining Balance for School Food Authorities. For assistance with 

Farm to School, SFAs may contact their Regional Farm to School Coordinator. 

USDA Resource: Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs 

The USDA’s guide, Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs, provides an overview of 

federal procurement principles and covers a variety of topics related to sourcing and purchasing local 

foods for state agencies and child nutrition program operators. This guide highlights the variety of 

ways schools can purchase local products while complying with federal procurement regulations. It 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/memos/om2025/om04-25.pdf
mailto:susan.alston@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/considerations_farm_to_school_forward_contracting.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/lfsip_remaining_balance_sfa.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/farmschool/lfsip_remaining_balance_sfa.pdf
https://putlocalonyourtray.uconn.edu/regionalcoordinators/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/procuring-local-foods
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also features examples of how to target local foods when conducting formal and informal 

procurements to use the geographic preference option, and using the USDA Foods and DoD Fresh 

Programs to enhance local purchasing.

Updates to What’s in a Meal Training Modules for School Year 2024-25: Module 12 Whole 

Grain-Rich Requirement 

The CSDE is in the process of updating What’s in a Meal: National School Lunch Program and School 

Breakfast Program Meal Patterns for Grades K-12 for school year 2024-25, to reflect the USDA final 

rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020–2025 Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans, new content and resources, updated links, and the CSDE’s new logo. Module 12: Whole 

Grain-rich (WGR) is now available on the CSDE’s Meal Pattern Training for School Nutrition 

Programs webpage. 

This module reviews the weekly WGR requirement and the WGR criteria for the grains component. 

Topics include the WGR criteria for different types of grains (commercial grain products, commercial 

combination foods, ready-to-eat breakfast cereals, and grain foods made from scratch), the limit for 

noncreditable grains and when to ignore noncreditable grains, how to determine if commercial grain 

products and standardized recipes are WGR, the required WGR documentation for commercial grain 

products, and when a PFS is required for WGR foods. This module also includes a knowledge check 

on how to determine if commercial grain foods meet the WGR criteria and describes resources for 

guidance and training on the WGR criteria. 

The What’s in a Meal updates are occurring in stages. The CSDE will notify SFAs as additional 

modules are released. All updated modules indicate “Updated for School Year 2024-25” in the 

description. 

Reminder: Comment Period Closes March 26, 2025, for USDA’s Request for Information: 

Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs 

The comment period for the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Request for Information: Grain-

Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs closes on March 26, 

2025. The request for information was published December 26, 2024, to obtain input to help inform 

future policymaking, guidance, and technical assistance related to grain-based desserts and high-

protein yogurt crediting in Child Nutrition Programs (CNP). The public is invited to submit comments to 

www.regulations.gov through March 26, 2025. Go to Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts 

and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs and follow the online instructions for 

submitting comments 

Additional Resources 

• USDA Webinar: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child Nutrition

Programs, January 28, 2025

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-042524&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cd0171381085846dc297008dd3b22fbee%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638731743623141873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Je0g72A%2FjB0e0NUKm1XXB3qjcOwqZL51rbG3pvCHPK0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-042524&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cd0171381085846dc297008dd3b22fbee%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638731743623141873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Je0g72A%2FjB0e0NUKm1XXB3qjcOwqZL51rbG3pvCHPK0%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2024%2F12%2F26%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!jRxrrhr1kr8ujdktpE_hVWQ21bQjmmMDflv8pF_bCFSDoiYz4AzBO1SgZ4kIDxL57mboj-o166UlsSd9w_QQ6L8xnzepQIMy%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C7fb040d56ef64a6eee3b08dd66ebc1d6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638779884942216181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZKFzod532Udezpggm1N%2FxexPfxnpMGMdaFYm5e3BI0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2024%2F12%2F26%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition__%3B!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!jRxrrhr1kr8ujdktpE_hVWQ21bQjmmMDflv8pF_bCFSDoiYz4AzBO1SgZ4kIDxL57mboj-o166UlsSd9w_QQ6L8xnzepQIMy%24&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C7fb040d56ef64a6eee3b08dd66ebc1d6%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638779884942216181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZKFzod532Udezpggm1N%2FxexPfxnpMGMdaFYm5e3BI0A%3D&reserved=0
http://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/26/2024-30710/request-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/26/2024-30710/request-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/rfi-crediting-webinar
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/rfi-crediting-webinar
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o PDF of slides 

• Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt Crediting in Child 

Nutrition Programs 

• Tips for Submitting Effective Comments 

 

 

University of Connecticut Rudd Center Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child (WSCC) 

Academy, May 21, 2025: Registration Deadline is April 30, 2025 

Are you part of a district wellness team in Connecticut? Join the Rudd Center for the third annual 

WSCC Academy, a day of free professional development to be held on May 21, 2025, at UConn 

Hartford. Select one of two professional learning tracks to meet your team’s needs:  

• Track A: Finalizing Triennial Wellness Assessments is designed for teams who have started 

their LSWP triennial assessment and want support generating their results.  

• Track B: High-Quality Wellness Action Planning is designed for teams who have completed 

their LWSP triennial assessment and want support using their results to create high-quality 

action plans to strengthen the school health environment.  

The WSCC Academy is hosted by the CT WSCC Partnership. Visit the WSCC Academy website for 

more information. Registration is open until April 30, 2025.

 

Resource Roundup: Worksheet to Calculate the Weekly Percentage of Whole Grain-rich Menu 

Items in School Lunch and Breakfast Menus for Grades K-12 

As a reminder, at least 80 percent of the weekly grains offered to grades K-12 in the National School 

Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) must be whole grain-rich (WGR). An 

updated version (dated March 2025) of the CSDE’s Excel tool, Worksheet to Calculate the Weekly 

Percentage of Whole Grain-rich Menu Items in School Lunch and Breakfast Menus for Grades K-12, 

is now available. School food authorities (SFAs) may use this worksheet to calculate the percentage 

of WGR menu items in the weekly lunch or breakfast menu. This tool may be accessed through the 

CSDE’s Instructions and Guidance for the Worksheet to Calculate the Weekly Percentage of Whole Grain-

rich Menu Items in School Lunch and Breakfast Menus for Grades K-12. 

 
  

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/cn-rfi-GBDYogurt-slides012825.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-122624
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-122624
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-regulations-faq/pdf/Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/school-wellness-policies/triennial-assessments
https://ctwholechild.collaboration.uconn.edu/2025-wscc-academy/
https://uconn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3EObF5SxVqBfAY6
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/‌nutrition/nslp/crediting/worksheet_calculate_wgr_percentage_snp_grades_k-12_instructions.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/‌nutrition/nslp/crediting/worksheet_calculate_wgr_percentage_snp_grades_k-12_instructions.pdf
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School 

Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at 

the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is 

available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_03_19_2025.pdf. 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 

this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity 

and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages 

other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 

alternative means of communication to obtain program 

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 

online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/

documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling 

(866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 

The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, 

telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 

and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed 

AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of equal 

opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 

persons. The Connecticut Department of 

Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; 

sexual orientation; workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national origin; 

ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, but not 

limited to, blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); military or 

veteran status; status as a victim of domestic 

violence; or criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a bona fide 

occupational qualification excluding persons 

in any of the aforementioned protected 

classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed 

to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 

Department of Education, by mail 450 

Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-

1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2025/slt_03_19_2025.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov

