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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 
 
The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 
week’s topics are listed below. 
 
Action Items 

• None  
 

Need to Know 
• Save the Date: CSDE 2025-26 Annual Food Service Management Company (FSMC) Request 

for Proposals (RFP) Process Training for SFAs, January 30, 2025 
• Updates to What’s in a Meal Training Modules for School Year 2024-25: Modules 8 and 10 
• Updated CSDE Resource: Buy American Requirement for the School Nutrition Programs 
• Updated CSDE Buy American Justification Form for the School Nutrition Programs 
• New CSDE Training Module: Buy American Requirement for the School Nutrition Programs 
• Reminder About Marketing Foods and Beverages in Schools  
• Resource Roundup: Updated Buy American Requirement section of the CSDE’s Procurement 

for School Nutrition Programs webpage 
 

Good to Know 
• New Recipes Available in the Child Nutrition Recipe Box (CNRB)  
• Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: A Deep Dive into Community Eligibility in 

the 2023–2024 School Year, December 19, 2024 
 
Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 
 
 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Need to Know 
 

Save the Date: CSDE 2025-26 Annual Food Service Management Company (FSMC) Request for 
Proposals (RFP) Process Training for SFAs, January 30, 2025 

The CSDE will conduct the annual FSMC RFP Process training on Thursday, January 30, 2025, from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. via Microsoft Teams. This training is mandatory for all SFA staff (e.g., business 
officials, administrative staff, town/city procurement specialists) involved specifically in the 
procurement of a new FSMC contract. Registration information will be provided in the next School 
Lunch Tray. The CSDE will announce an additional training for FSMC staff only later.   
 

 

Updates to What’s in a Meal Training Modules for School Year 2024-25: Modules 8 and 10 

The CSDE is in the process of updating What’s in a Meal: National School Lunch Program and School 
Breakfast Program Meal Patterns for Grades K-12 for school year 2024-25, to reflect the USDA final 
rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020–2025 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans, new content and resources, updated links, and the CSDE’s new logo. 
 
The updates are occurring in stages. The two What’s in a Meal modules below are available now on 
the CSDE’s Meal Pattern Training for School Nutrition Programs webpage. The CSDE will notify 
school food authorities as additional modules are released. 
 

• Module 8: Meats/Meats Alternates Component 
• Module 10: Vegetables Component 

 
All updated modules indicate “Updated for School Year 2024-25” in the description.  
 

 

Updated CSDE Resource: Buy American Requirement for the School Nutrition Programs 

An updated version (December 2024) of the CSDE’s Buy American Requirement for the School 
Nutrition Programs is available. This document provides guidance on the USDA’s Buy American 
requirement for the school nutrition programs, as required by the regulations for the school nutrition 
programs (7 CFR 210.21 (d) and 7 CFR 220.16 (d)), and the USDA final rule, Child Nutrition 
Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 
 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-042524&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C0ce57da5953b445de72908dd14ac2a9b%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638689451864318116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VYJzJTsmp7NNObHSqZqezPbfIOgNCB7hBmoHRC0THoA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-042524&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C0ce57da5953b445de72908dd14ac2a9b%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638689451864318116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VYJzJTsmp7NNObHSqZqezPbfIOgNCB7hBmoHRC0THoA%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/procure/buy_american_requirement_snp.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/procure/buy_american_requirement_snp.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-210#p-210.21(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/part-220#p-220.16(d)
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
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Updated CSDE Buy American Justification Form for the School Nutrition Programs 

An updated version (December 2024) of the CSDE’s Buy American Justification Form for the School 
Nutrition Programs is available. This form reflects the requirements of the NSLP and SBP regulations, 
and the USDA final rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans. SFAs must complete this form when both conditions below apply. 
 

1. Funds from the nonprofit school food service account (NSFSA) are used to purchase non-
domestic food products.  

2. The non-domestic food product is not listed on the Federal Acquisitions Regulations (FAR) 
Non-available Articles List (FAR 25.104) or competitive bids reveal the cost of the U.S. 
product is significantly higher than the non-domestic product. 

 
 

New CSDE Training Module: Buy American Requirement for the School Nutrition Programs 

The CSDE has a new 15-minute training module on the Buy American Requirement for the School 
Nutrition Programs. This 15-minute module reviews the USDA’s Buy American requirement for the 
school nutrition programs, including the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast 
Program (SBP), Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the NSLP, Afterschool Snack Program (ASP) of 
the NSLP, and Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP).  
 

 

Reminder About USDA Restrictions for Marketing Foods and Beverages in Schools  

The USDA final rule, Local School Wellness Policy Implementation Under the HHFKA of 2010, 
permits marketing on the school campus during the school day of only those foods and beverages 
that meet the USDA’s Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards for competitive foods. Note: Public schools 
that participate in Healthy Food Certification (HFC) already meet Smart Snacks because the 
Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) are stricter. 
 
Local educational agencies are permitted to market foods and beverages that may be sold on the 
school campus during the school day, i.e., those foods and beverages that meet Smart Snacks 
standards. Marketing of noncompliant foods and beverages is not permitted during the school day but 
may occur at events that happen after the end of the school day. For additional guidance, refer to Q2 
and Q9 through Q19 of USDA Memo SP 24-2017: Local School Wellness Policy: Guidance and Q&A. 
 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/procure/buy_american_form_snp.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/procure/buy_american_form_snp.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/financial-management-for-school-nutrition-programs/documents#NonprofitSchoolFoodServiceAccount
https://www.acquisition.gov/far/part-25#FAR_25_104
https://www.acquisition.gov/far/part-25#FAR_25_104
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/procurement-for-school-nutrition-programs/documents#BuyAmericanTraining
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/procurement-for-school-nutrition-programs/documents#BuyAmericanTraining
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/07/29/2016-17230/local-school-wellness-policy-implementation-under-the-healthy-hunger-free-kids-act-of-2010#p-117
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/smart-snacks-nutrition-standards
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/local-school-wellness-policy-guidance-and-qas
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Resource Roundup: Updated Buy American Requirement section of the CSDE’s Procurement 
for School Nutrition Programs webpage 

The CSDE recently updated the “Buy American Requirement” section of the CSDE’s Procurement for 
School Nutrition Programs webpage to include the new CSDE training module and a link to the FAR 
Non-available Articles List (FAR 25.104). This section also includes general guidance, the justification 
form for non-domestic products, and applicable USDA memos. 
 

 
 

Good to Know 
 

New Recipes Available in the Child Nutrition Recipe Box (CNRB)  

The USDA recently announced the addition of fifteen new standardized recipes to the Child Nutrition 
Recipe Box (CNRB). This update includes seven revised favorites that align with the final rule, Child 
Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.  
as well as eight innovative new recipes to enhance breakfast and lunch offerings.  
 

• The eight new recipes include Whole Wheat Pancakes, Cauliflower Rice, Chicken Salad, 
Griddle Corn Cakes, Breakfast Bowl, Taco Salad, Sweet Potato Hummus, and Quinoa Bowl.  

• The seven revised recipes are Pumpkin Bread, Oatmeal Muffin Squares, Kati Kati Chicken, 
Jerk Fish Wrap, Orange Glazed Carrots, Orange Glazed Sweet Potatoes, and Vegetable 
Frittata.  

 
These USDA Standardized Recipes are designed to provide appealing and practical menu options for 
the NSLP and SBP.  

 

Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: A Deep Dive into Community Eligibility in the 
2023-2024 School Year, December 19, 2024 

The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a powerful tool in combatting childhood hunger by 
increasing students’ access to healthy school meals. The CEP has been shown to strengthen food 
security, improve children’s diet quality, and bolster school meal participation, all while reducing 
administrative and operational burdens for school nutrition departments. 
 
The 2023-2024 school year saw significant increases in CEP adoption nationwide. Join the Food 
Research & Action Center for a 30-minute deep dive detailing the findings from their latest 
report, Community Eligibility: The Key to Hunger-Free Schools — School Year 2023–2024. 
 

• Date and time: Thursday, December 19, 2024, 3:00 p.m. 
• Registration: Registration link 
 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/procurement-for-school-nutrition-programs/documents#BuyAmerican
https://theicn.org/cnrb/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/25/2024-08098/child-nutrition-programs-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-2025-dietary-guidelines-for
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/cep-report-2023.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_w1huOSluTASAJtZMFpWfmg?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=ff74a06e-d72f-4c12-846c-f08c1544ae32#/registration
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s School Lunch 
Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff at the 
Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 450 
Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is available at 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2024/slt_12_18_2024.pdf. 

 
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. 
 
Program information may be made available in languages 
other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language), should contact the responsible state or local 
agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 
3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

The Connecticut State Department of Education 
is committed to a policy of equal 
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 
persons. The Connecticut Department of 
Education does not discriminate in any 
employment practice, education program, or 
educational activity on the basis of race; color; 
religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual 
orientation; workplace hazards to reproductive 
systems, gender identity or expression; marital 
status; national origin; ancestry; retaliation for 
previously opposed discrimination or coercion, 
intellectual disability; genetic information; 
learning disability; physical disability (including, 
but not limited to, blindness); mental disability 
(past/present history thereof); military or veteran 
status; status as a victim of domestic violence; 
or criminal record in state employment, unless 
there is a bona fide occupational qualification 
excluding persons in any of the aforementioned 
protected classes. Inquiries regarding the 
Connecticut State Department of Education’s 
nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: 
Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 
Department of Education, by mail 450 
Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; 
or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email 
louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2024/slt_12_18_2024.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
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