The School Lunch Tray: May 29, 2024

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly email
notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This week’s
topics are listed below.

Action Items

e Reminder: Operational Memorandum No. 10-24: New Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Allowances for
School Year (SY) 2023-24 Only - Offsetting Unpaid School Meal Charges

e Reminder: Operational Memorandum No. 11-24: Annual Application Process for the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP)

e Reminder: 2024-25 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications
dueJune 7, 2024

e Reminder: USDA Foods Update on Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) Login
Transition to Login.gov

Need to Know

e Table Talk Tomorrow: Thursday, May 30, 2024

e Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Information Session, Tuesday June 4, 2024, 2:00-3:00 p.m.
e Reminder: New Connecticut Local Food for School Incentive Program

e Resource Roundup: Menu Planning for Child Nutrition Programs

Good to Know
e None

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray,
visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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The School Lunch Tray: May 29, 2024

Reminder: Operational Memorandum No. 10-24: New Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Allowances for School
Year (SY) 2023-24 Only - Offsetting Unpaid School Meal Charges

Operational Memorandum No. 10-24 was issued via email on Friday, May 17, 2024. This memo provides

guidance for SY 2023-24 only allowing school food authorities (SFAs) that have an excess balance in the
nonprofit school food service account to use those excess funds to eliminate the SFA’s balance of
unpaid school meal charges prior to June 30, 2024. For SFAs to participate in this opportunity, a PLE
Exemption Request for Unpaid Meal Charges must be completed no later than May 31, 2024. Refer to
Operational Memorandum No. 10-24 for more information and the link to the exemption request.

Reminder: Operational Memorandum No. 11-24: Annual Application Process for the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP)

Operational Memorandum No. 11-24 outlines the annual application process for the CEP. Local
Education Agencies (LEAs) are eligible to participate in the CEP if the Identified Student Percentage (ISP)
for the entire district, groups of schools, or an individual school meets or exceeds 25 percent.

The SY 2024-25 lists of eligible and near-eligible LEAs and schools are available on the Eligibility section
of the CSDE’s CEP webpage.

e List of Eligible and Near-eligible Connecticut LEAs (Districts)
e List of Eligible and Near-eligible Connecticut Schools

LEAs must formally apply for the CEP for school year (SY) 2024-25 if they are interested in participating in
the CEP for SY 2024-25 and if they meet at least one of the following criteria:

e | EAs/schools electing CEP participation for the first time;

e LEAs/schools in the mid-cycle of CEP participation that are requesting changes to their currently
approved ISP;

e | EAs/schools that are currently in the fourth year of CEP participation with an ISP greater than or
equal to 25 percent, and would like to start a new four-year cycle; and

e |EAs/schools currently in the fourth year of CEP participation with a new, calculated ISP greater
than or equal to 15 percent, but less than 25 percent (eligible for one “grace” year based on the
ISP as of April 1, 2024 of the current four-year cycle).

Note: LEAs and schools must notify the CSDE no later than June 1, 2024, if they intend to:
e formally apply for the CEP for the next school year;
e continue with their current ISP (for mid-cycle CEP participating LEAs and schools);
e recalculate their ISP;
o withdraw from the CEP and revert to the regular meal counting and claiming process; or
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e continue participating in CEP for one grace year (a fifth year) because the calculated ISP from
April 1, 2024, is at least 15 percent, but less than 25 percent.

To notify the CSDE about the LEA/school’s CEP decisions above, complete the CEP in SY 2024-25 survey.

Reminder: 2024-25 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications
due June 7, 2024

The CSDE’s FFVP Grant Announcement provides information regarding the 2024-25 FFVP grant
opportunity. The FFVP provides funding to serve a variety of free fresh fruit and vegetable snacks to all
children in participating schools. This grant funded program is different from the USDA Foods DOD
program.

The CSDE will accept completed applications online until close of business on June 7, 2024. For
questions, please contact Andy Paul at andrew.paul@ct.gov or 860-807-2048, or Jen Bove at
jennifer.bove@ct.gov or 860-807-2044.

Information Session: The CSDE held a one-hour information session on the FFVP application process
via Teams on Friday, May 17, 2024. All potential applicants must have either attended or viewed this
informational session as we addressed the definition of elementary school used for the FFVP.

Submission Process: The 2024-25 FFVP Applications must be completed and submitted in the Online
Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System). Applicants must have a
user ID and password to access the system or connect with a district staff member who has current
access. The Instructions for Submitting the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Application
describes how to enter and submit the completed application.

e Applicants must complete and upload the Application Certification form.

e Schools must be elementary schools to apply, which are defined as schools inclusive of any
grade between kindergarten and grade 6 (e.g., Pre-K-6, K-12, and 5-8) where at least 50 percent of
the children are eligible for free and reduced-price meals.

e The FFVP Area Eligibility List and FFVP Site Eligibility List are specific to the FFVP grant only, and
will assist school food authorities in determining which schools are potentially eligible to
participate in the FFVP.

For information on the FFVP, visit the CSDE’s FFVP webpage. Applicants must review the USDA’s Fresh
Fruit and Vegetable Program Handbook prior to completing the online application to ensure it meets the
federal guidelines.
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Reminder: USDA Foods Update on Web Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) Login Transition
to Login.gov

Registered WBSCM users have received emails regarding the upcoming transition from the WBSCM login
to the Login.gov login. The eAuthentication (eAuth) Phase 1 transition to Login.gov went live as of
September 12, 2023, which introduced the new USDA eAuthentication Login page and the new logon
options using Login.gov credentials and multi-factor authentication (MFA) methods.

Itis strongly recommended that you transition to Login.gov before you close your offices for summer
break. ALWBSCM customers and business partners with existing eAuth accounts have been prompted
to switch to a Login.gov account every time they log in. These changes are being implemented to prepare
users to fully transition by September 2024. At that time, Login.gov will be required to access USDA
resources; users will not be able to access WBSCM using their current eAuth credentials.

More information on this transition is available on the eAuth website and Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) webpage

Table Talk Tomorrow: Thursday, May 30, 2024

Join the CSDE’s school nutrition programs staff tomorrow, Thursday, May 30, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. for this
week’s Table Talk. To submit questions in advance, visit https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbg0.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44

Passcode: muTuBy

Download Teams | Join on the web

Or callin (audio only)

+1 860-840-2075,,327687577# United States, Hartford
Phone Conference ID: 327 687 577#

Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options
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Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Information Session, Tuesday June 4, 2024, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

This information session is for School Food Authorities interested in applying for CEP in SY 2024-25 and
will answer general questions about CEP and review the CEP application process for school year 2024-25
as outlined in CSDE Operational Memorandum 11-24. Registration is not required. Use the link below to
join Microsoft Teams.

Microsoft Teams meeting options:
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 247 653 331 926
Passcode: 23Tpn8

Dialin by phone

+1 860-840-2075,,581606343# United States, Hartford
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 581 606 343#

Reminder: New Connecticut Local Food for School Incentive Program

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT COAG) continues to offer The Connecticut Local Food for
Schools Incentive Program to provide reimbursement payments to eligible boards of education for the
purchase of locally sourced food and regionally sourced food to be used in an eligible meal program.
This program can be used for the Summer Food Service Program and the Seamless Summer Option as
well as the upcoming 2024-25 school year.

Any eligible board of education interested in participating in the program must complete the CT DOAG
Microsoft Office form.

For questions and assistance, please contact the CT DOAG staff below.

e Hannah Carty at Hannah.Carty@ct.gov or 860-471-1620
e Cyrena Thibodeau at Cyrena.Thibodeau@ct.gov or 860-895-3094

Resource Roundup: Menu Planning for Child Nutrition Programs

Looking for menu planning resources? Visit the CSDE’s Menu Planning for Child Nutrition Programs
webpage. More links to websites and online resources for menu planning and food production are
available in the CSDE's Resource List for Menu Planning and Food Production in Child Nutrition

Programs.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D581606343&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C994d26cde2d244df9bcb08dc7fdf4271%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638525844096679491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JUJHOVmxghO3YUEuOcVelS9XmCxeU%2FaxNC1z6LLuS4Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.business.ct.gov/doag/adarc/programs/farm-to-school-overview/connecticut-local-food-for-schools-incentive-program
https://www.business.ct.gov/doag/adarc/programs/farm-to-school-overview/connecticut-local-food-for-schools-incentive-program
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzi3R8DAjN5_ZEj0WpkaSVjc1UOTU5OFZWMzUwUjczMllQTDZNNUU4TzlTTi4u&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C7fb9882366644e098f2f08dc7f33a24c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638525106954895455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W1xVCVBcKYBKMpF6pc8qTua%2FTpE4FX2ylEjrAhDL9fs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzi3R8DAjN5_ZEj0WpkaSVjc1UOTU5OFZWMzUwUjczMllQTDZNNUU4TzlTTi4u&data=05%7C02%7CTeri.Dandeneau%40ct.gov%7C7fb9882366644e098f2f08dc7f33a24c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638525106954895455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W1xVCVBcKYBKMpF6pc8qTua%2FTpE4FX2ylEjrAhDL9fs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Hannah.Carty@ct.gov
mailto:Cyrena.Thibodeau@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/menu-planning
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/resources/resources_menu_planning.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/resources/resources_menu_planning.pdf

The School Lunch Tray: May 29, 2024

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE)
School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff
at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is available
at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2024/SLT_05_29_2024.pdf.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages
other than English. Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication to obtain program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American
Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local
agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must
be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified
persons. The Connecticut Department of
Education does not discriminate in any
employment practice, education program, or
educational activity on the basis of race; color;
religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual
orientation; workplace hazards to reproductive
systems, gender identity or expression; marital
status; national origin; ancestry; retaliation for
previously opposed discrimination or coercion,
intellectual disability; genetic information;
learning disability; physical disability
(including, but not limited to, blindness);
mental disability (past/present history thereof);
military or veteran status; status as a victim of
domestic violence; or criminal record in state
employment, unless there is a bona fide
occupational qualification excluding persons
in any of the aforementioned protected
classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut
State Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be directed
to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State
Department of Education, by mail 450
Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-
1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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