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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 
 
The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly email 
notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This week’s 
topics are listed below. 
 
Action Items 

• 2024-25 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications due June 
7, 2024 
 

Need to Know 

• No Table Talk for Thursday, May 16, 2024: Replaced by Summer Meals Training 
• Summer Meals Training on May 16, 2024: Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the National School 

Lunch Program 
• Information Session on Tuesday, May 21, 2024: Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (SEBT) 

Program 
• New Connecticut Local Food for School Incentive Program 
• USDA Foods Reminder: Guidance on Complaints 
• Reminder: University of Connecticut Training on Friday, May 17, 2024: Whole School, Whole 

Community, Whole Child (WSCC) Academy  
• Resource Roundup: New CSDE Resource: Managing an Excess Operating Balance 

 
Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch Tray, 
visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

2024-25 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications due June 7, 
2024 

The CSDE’s FFVP Grant Announcement provides information regarding the 2024-25 FFVP grant 
opportunity. The FFVP provides funding to serve a variety of free fresh fruit and vegetable snacks to all 
children in participating schools. This grant funded program is different from the USDA Foods DOD 
program.  
 
The CSDE will accept completed applications online until close of business on June 7, 2024. For 
questions, please contact Andy Paul at andrew.paul@ct.gov or 860-807-2048, or Jen Bove at 
Jennifer.bove@ct.gov or 860-807-2044. 
 
Information Session: The CSDE will hold a one-hour information session on the FFVP application 
process via Teams on Friday, May 17, 2024, from 10-11 a.m. All potential applicants must attend this 
informational session as it will address the definition of elementary school used for the FFVP.  We will 
also answer any questions regarding the FFVP and application process. 
 

Microsoft Teams Need help?  
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 214 271 314 059  
Passcode: Dt2t4W  
 
Dial-in by phone  
+1 860-840-2075,,250039004# United States, Hartford  
Find a local number  
Phone conference ID: 250 039 004#  

 
Submission Process: The 2024-25 FFVP Applications must be completed and submitted in the Online 
Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System). Applicants must have a 
user ID and password to access the system or connect with a district staff member who has current 
access. The Instructions for Submitting the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Application 
describes how to enter and submit the completed application.  

• Applicants must complete and upload the Application Certification form.  

• Schools must be elementary schools to apply, which are defined as schools inclusive of any 
grade between kindergarten and grade 6 (e.g., Pre-K-6, K-12, and 5-8) where at least 50 percent of 
the children are eligible for free and reduced-price meals.  

• The FFVP Area Eligibility List and FFVP Site Eligibility List are specific to the FFVP grant only, and 
will assist school food authorities in determining which schools are potentially eligible to 
participate in the FFVP.  

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Announcement.pdf
mailto:andrew.paul@ct.gov
mailto:Jennifer.bove@ct.gov
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2IxNmExYzQtYTg2YS00MjU4LWE0M2QtZGIyYThmZGNkYTc1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220cbb8d63-cd11-4755-89ba-b3cc1481d161%22%7d
tel:+18608402075,,250039004
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/d421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba?id=250039004
https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Instructions.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Certification.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Area_Eligible_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Site_Eligible_Schools.pdf
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For information on the FFVP, visit the CSDE’s FFVP webpage. Applicants must review the USDA’s Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Program Handbook prior to completing the online application to ensure it meets the 
federal guidelines.  

 
 

Need to Know 
 

No Table Talk for Thursday, May 16, 2024: Replaced by Summer Meals Training 

This week’s Table Talk will be replaced by the annual Summer Meals training for Seamless Summer 
Option (SSO) sponsors (see below). The next Table Talk will be on Thursday, May 30, 2024. To submit 
questions in advance, visit https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbg0. 

 

Summer Meals Training for Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Sponsors on May 16, 2024: Summer 
Option of the National School Lunch Program.  

The CSDE strongly encourages SSO sponsors to attend the next session of the CSDE’s annual Summer 
Meal Programs training on May 16, 2024. 
 

• Training: Seamless Summer Option of the National School Lunch Program.  
• Date and time: Thursday, May 16, 2024, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

 
Registration is not required. Join the Teams trainings using the regular SLT Table Talk link below: The 
recorded webinar will be available for sponsors who cannot attend live. For questions about Summer 
Meal training, please contact caroline.cooke@ct.gov. 
 
Microsoft Teams meeting  
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  
Click here to join the meeting  
Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44  
Passcode: muTuBy  
Download Teams | Join on the web 
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 860-840-2075,,920756855#   United States, Hartford  
Phone Conference ID: 920 756 855#  

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Fresh-Fruit-and-Vegetable-Program
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/handbook.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/handbook.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FGWS7DCbbg0&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cf135795ec5354993828908dc6a0e7f9b%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638501857708092749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mg6yC17mCDl7fuIlMuzMoUlKutdypflqDG0xcuSmDgY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2FCaroline.Cooke%40ct.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb959ed6741974b6ff46008dc4e870055%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638471588939093280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J0fpuYEDlvQ9vYKNFHo%2BUpG8FLC%2BsOoqkJ8QQWWJsQU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb959ed6741974b6ff46008dc4e870055%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638471588939070134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uLCZooK0At5lv0pjqD309ftkGS2jrNlsxAf0W4SyeoE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb959ed6741974b6ff46008dc4e870055%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638471588939079936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uZQ2evKjzVZjavF7UT2DjV2XC5Z%2FYsJkVsj%2FXeT8VuY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb959ed6741974b6ff46008dc4e870055%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638471588939086663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lWjZu1g9zaVaqcLfX0UR1y%2F1Mt%2BEaurnsVYkRAmTKlI%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,920756855#%20
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Information Session on Tuesday, May 21, 2024: Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (SEBT) 
Program 

On Tuesday, May 21, 2024, the Connecticut State Department of Education and Connecticut State 
Department of Social Services are hosting an information session about the Summer Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (SEBT) program launching in summer 2024. Thousands of children in Connecticut will be eligible 
to receive grocery benefits during the summer. Join the information session to learn about the program 
and school food authorities’ role in ensuring that kids receive this critical benefit this summer.  
 

• Date and time: Tuesday, May 21, 2024, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
• Registration is not required. Join the meeting using the link below. 

 
Microsoft Teams Need help?  
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 225 522 033 195  
Passcode: R3mWGv  
 
Dial in by phone  
+1 860-840-2075,,775640774# United States, Hartford  
Find a local number  
Phone conference ID: 775 640 774#  
For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN  

 

New Connecticut Local Food for School Incentive Program 

In addition to the federally funded program currently administered by CSDE, state funding has been 
allocated to support locally and regionally sourced food. This program is administered by the 
Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT DOAG) in cooperation with CSDE. 
 
The Connecticut Local Food for Schools Incentive Program provides reimbursement payments to eligible 
boards of education for the purchase of locally sourced food and regionally sourced food to be used in 
an eligible meal program. An eligible board of education shall be entitled to receive reimbursement 
payments in an amount equal to: 

• one-half of such board's expenditures for locally sourced foods and 
• one-third of such board's expenditures for regionally sourced foods 

 
Any eligible board of education interested in participating in the program must complete the CT DOAG 
Microsoft Office form. This is a non-competitive program, but eligible boards of education must opt-in to 
participate or affirmatively opt-out of participating. 
 
There are some differences between the two incentive programs. Detailed guidance and a presentation 
are available on the CT DOAG webpage. The Connecticut Local Food for School Incentive Program runs 
from May 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C9de4010d29d14ee18c0d08dc6acdfa35%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638502680099299427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pj6PmF%2BRSQrguwpPma%2FJXc2x4xJKEq6CNuURh6qzItw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_Y2YzMWYwMmYtODFkZC00MTNkLWI4ZGItOGNhNWJlODlmOWFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C9de4010d29d14ee18c0d08dc6acdfa35%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638502680099309221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2BbCUai0bUL1ZFlCx6tqTfT%2B0hsaTcsgiTxsDRWy1PI%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,775640774
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D775640774&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C9de4010d29d14ee18c0d08dc6acdfa35%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638502680099317419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LAKqN5j4HrnXVvNCUroLYfM9aFf4zcbgfMtnq4hTx%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_Y2YzMWYwMmYtODFkZC00MTNkLWI4ZGItOGNhNWJlODlmOWFj%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C9de4010d29d14ee18c0d08dc6acdfa35%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638502680099323242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rhce%2FKDG9soq%2Bo%2F0l1siQkT%2BiYw4oXsgmnXIwta%2FFdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C9de4010d29d14ee18c0d08dc6acdfa35%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638502680099329747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYuMtoDYFf9v0Vv782MSlV02hUUq%2Bp8kq1jDEM3m%2FsQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.business.ct.gov/doag/adarc/programs/farm-to-school-overview/connecticut-local-food-for-schools-incentive-program
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzi3R8DAjN5_ZEj0WpkaSVjc1UOTU5OFZWMzUwUjczMllQTDZNNUU4TzlTTi4u&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C6e2941f60b6e44e8d50608dc7056fb5c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638508766081813110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=92nZUU6MRINpAahHZ9maMvipO8BZHoQxtI3cZSTlb%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3D-nyLEd2juUiwJjH_abtzi3R8DAjN5_ZEj0WpkaSVjc1UOTU5OFZWMzUwUjczMllQTDZNNUU4TzlTTi4u&data=05%7C02%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C6e2941f60b6e44e8d50608dc7056fb5c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638508766081813110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=92nZUU6MRINpAahHZ9maMvipO8BZHoQxtI3cZSTlb%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.business.ct.gov/doag/adarc/programs/farm-to-school-overview/connecticut-local-food-for-schools-incentive-program
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For questions and assistance, please contact the CT DOAG staff below. 

• Hannah Carty at Hannah.Carty@ct.gov or 860-471-1620 
• Cyrena Thibodeau at Cyrena.Thibodeau@ct.gov or 860-895-3094 

 

USDA Foods Reminder: Guidance on Complaints 

The three USDA Foods Programs (Direct Delivery, USDA DoD Fresh, and Further Processed USDA Foods) 
have different procedures for submitting complaints. Guidance on the complaint process for all three 
programs is available in the CSDE’s document, Overview of USDA Foods Complaint Process in 
Connecticut. This document and the Web-Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) Direct Delivery 
Complaint Form are available in the “Complaints” section of the CSDE’s Food Distribution Program 
webpage. 

 

Reminder: University of Connecticut Training on Friday, May 17, 2024: Whole School, Whole 
Community, Whole Child (WSCC) Academy  

Join the University of Connecticut for a day of free professional development on implementing the Whole 
School, Whole Community, Whole Child (WSCC) model. The Connecticut WSCC Partnership will host its 
2024 WSCC Academy on Friday, May 17, 2024. At this one-day training, school and district wellness 
teams will learn how to strengthen their school practices to promote whole child development. Visit the 
WSCC Academy website for more information and to register.  

 

Resource Roundup: New CSDE Resource: Managing an Excess Operating Balance in the School 
Nutrition Programs  

The CSDE’s new resource, Managing an Excess Operating Balance in the School Nutrition Programs, is a 
one-page summary of the requirements and process for handling an excess operating balance for the 
school nutrition programs. This document also includes guidance to assist school food authorities with 
determining allowable and unallowable costs. For more information on financial management, refer to 
the CSDE’s Financial Management Requirements for the School Nutrition Programs. 

 
  

mailto:Hannah.Carty@ct.gov
mailto:Cyrena.Thibodeau@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/overview_usda_foods_complaint_process_connecticut.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/overview_usda_foods_complaint_process_connecticut.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/wbscm_direct_delivery_complaint_form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/fdp/wbscm_direct_delivery_complaint_form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/food-distribution-program-usda-foods/documents#Complaints
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctwholechild.collaboration.uconn.edu%2F2024-wscc-academy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb959ed6741974b6ff46008dc4e870055%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638471588939117957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18mFNK4D56SPoICKcM0AsXjTnPIf%2Fge2WQh3kZ2Jsa8%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/nslp/financialmanagement/excess_operating_balance_snp.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Financial_Management_Requirements_SNP.pdf
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For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 
School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or contact the school nutrition programs staff 
at the Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs, 
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. This document is available 
at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/slt/2024/slt_05_15_2024.pdf. 

 
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
 
Program information may be made available in languages 
other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local 
agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 
be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 
3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 
Education is committed to a policy of equal 
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified 
persons. The Connecticut Department of 
Education does not discriminate in any 
employment practice, education program, or 
educational activity on the basis of race; color; 
religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual 
orientation; workplace hazards to reproductive 
systems, gender identity or expression; marital 
status; national origin; ancestry; retaliation for 
previously opposed discrimination or coercion, 
intellectual disability; genetic information; 
learning disability; physical disability 
(including, but not limited to, blindness); 
mental disability (past/present history thereof); 
military or veteran status; status as a victim of 
domestic violence; or criminal record in state 
employment, unless there is a bona fide 
occupational qualification excluding persons 
in any of the aforementioned protected 
classes. Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 
State Department of Education’s 
nondiscrimination policies should be directed 
to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State 
Department of Education, by mail 450 
Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-
1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 
email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 
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