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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-2024 Annual Notification Requirement for All Local 

Educational Agencies (LEAs): Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Due April 5, 2024 

• Direct Certification Case Management Reminder 

• Review List of Acceptable Foods and Beverages: Updated March 18, 2024 

 

Need to Know 

• Table Talk Tomorrow: Thursday, March 21, 2024 – Special Guest CSDE’s Deputy 

Commissioner Sone-Moyano and a listening session about student unpaid meal debt and 

charging policies 

• Resource Roundup: Capital Expenditure Approved List for School Food Authority Equipment 

Purchases 

 

Good to Know 

• Evaluation of the USDA Summer EBT Demonstrations: Lessons Learned from More Than a 

Decade of Research 

• Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: A Deep Dive into FRAC's New School Meal 

Participation Reports, March 21, 2024 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

 

CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-2024 Annual Notification Requirement for All 

Local Educational Agencies (LEAs): Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Due April 5, 

2024 

CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-2024 outlines the steps for collecting data to update the CEP 

notification lists. All National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) 

sponsors (regardless of participation or intent to participate in the CEP) must submit school-level CEP 

eligibility data to the CSDE no later than April 5, 2024. Residential child care institutions and 

Special Milk Program sponsors are not eligible to participate in the CEP and are exempt 

from this requirement. This memo is available on the CSDE’s Operational Memoranda for School 

Nutrition Programs webpage. 

 

For information on how to access the CNP System to enter notification data, please refer to the CSDE’s 

document, Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Data Collection Guidance for School-level 

Eligibility Information.  

 

 

Direct Certification Case Management Reminder 

Sponsors (including CEP schools) must check the case management section in the direct certification 

web application to ensure that all eligible children are matched weekly and directly certified. This is 

especially important for the upcoming annual reporting of the CEP notification lists outlined in the  

CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 08-2024. 

 

 

Review List of Acceptable Foods and Beverages: Updated March 18, 2024 

Updated lists of foods and beverages are now available on the CSDE’s List of Acceptable Foods and 

Beverages webpage. School food authorities (SFAs) should review these lists immediately to ensure 

that all commercial a la carte foods and beverages being sold to students are listed. Items not listed 

cannot be sold to students. 

 

New products on the lists are indicated by pink highlighting on the manufacturer and product name. 

Items that have been added or deleted since the last update are listed on the CSDE’s document, 

Summary of Updates to Approved Food and Beverages.  

 

These lists identify foods that comply with Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) and beverages that 

comply with the state beverage statute (Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes) and the 

USDA Smart Snacks beverage standards. Foods on this list also comply with Smart Snacks because the 

CNS requirements are stricter than the Smart Snacks food standards. For additional guidance, visit 

the “How To Evaluate Foods for CNS Compliance” section of the CSDE’s Connecticut Nutrition 

Standards webpage. 

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2024/OM08-24.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/School-Nutrition-Memos-2024
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/School-Nutrition-Memos-2024
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Data_Collection_Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Data_Collection_Guidance.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2024/OM08-24.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/List-of-Acceptable-Foods-and-Beverages
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/List-of-Acceptable-Foods-and-Beverages
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/FBlist/Summary_Updates_CSDE_List_Acceptable_Foods_Beverages.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Connecticut-Nutrition-Standards/How-To
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Need to Know 

 

Table Talk Tomorrow: Thursday, March 21, 2024 – Special Guest CSDE’s Deputy 

Commissioner Sone-Moyano and a listening session about student unpaid meal debt 

and charging policies 

Join the CSDE’s Deputy Commissioner Sone-Moyano and the school nutrition programs staff 

tomorrow from 2:00-3:00 p.m. for this week’s Table Talk. This week’s Table Talk will include a 

listening session about student unpaid meal debt and charging policies. Please join us ready to share 

your experiences, relevant data, and effective strategies.  

 

To submit questions in advance, visit https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbg0. 

 

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams. 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44  

Passcode: muTuBy  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 860-840-2075,,327687577#   United States, Hartford  

Phone Conference ID: 327 687 577#  

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

Learn More | Meeting options  

 

 

Resource Roundup: Capital Expenditure Approved List for School Food Authority 

Equipment Purchases 

SFAs may purchase equipment listed on the CSDE’s Capital Expenditure Approved List for School 

Food Authority Equipment Purchases without prior approval. However, as required by 2 CFR 

200.439, SFAs must receive prior approval from the CSDE for any capital expenditure requests for 

equipment with a unit cost of $5,000 or greater that is not included on this list. Any used equipment 

with a purchase price of $5,000 or greater also requires CSDE approval using the CSDE’s Capital 

Expenditure Request Form. 

 

 
 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FGWS7DCbbg0&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257248992857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dl56ss4qDyazW0zNTBglISK2WOjK8aQAlzZl1DdTjds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249003385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h0kfwiQu0xx%2BgIf842Jtm5pH4H34gBpLmYsPtDRWOos%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249012262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ABY2yC07KW1iThz6RGkJhuPlVSlXW9N2dMo6Qwc%2BtHE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249017858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZtr1y4mjMAl71kNsrSQzYO6BBlDbTKnSC8ngHI2P1w%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,327687577# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D327687577&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249023153%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hPLDBUYWFlrHhBNItDMAkxySsyL%2B4NObN08Lq9bx6VU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249029362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dcGTcDpvqTW01UdIpsUvEaScXJasfn3qcvgzKNL2dQg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249034799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vBa0PQBbBjz%2BRwbOz2gBOjRcJFk8%2BPzXVWtZdkv8Hlo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5e0e5ef699ca43bfeb0708dc1d1ceb82%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638417257249039833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d30jAQXcfB6QguuE6KHHrXUIzvjB1v50DA1v6lbQtes%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Equipment/Capital_Expenditure_Approved_List_SFA_Equipment_Purchases.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Equipment/Capital_Expenditure_Approved_List_SFA_Equipment_Purchases.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Equipment/Capital_Expenditure_Request_Form.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Equipment/Capital_Expenditure_Request_Form.pdf
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Good to Know 

 

Evaluation of the USDA Summer EBT Demonstrations: Lessons Learned from More 

Than a Decade of Research 

The USDA’s recently released report, Evaluation of the USDA Summer EBT Demonstrations: Lessons 

Learned From More Than a Decade of Research, finds that Summer EBT: reduces childhood food 

insecurity by a significant amount, including the most severe form of food insecurity; promotes a 

healthy diet; and parents and caregivers have positive opinions of the program.   

 

 

Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: A Deep Dive into FRAC’s New School 

Meal Participation Reports, March 21, 2024 

Join FRAC for a 45-minute deep dive detailing the findings and key recommendations from two new 

FRAC reports: The Reach of School Breakfast and Lunch During the 2022–2023 School Year (to be 

released in mid-March 2024) and The State of Healthy School Meals for All: California, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Nevada, and Vermont Lead the Way. These complementary reports shine a light on 

what happened in states with the end of the nationwide waivers which allowed schools to offer meals 

at no charge during the pandemic, and how statewide policies in five states helped to counteract the 

impact of the waivers expiring. 

 
  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/research/sebt/demonstration-evaluation
https://www.fns.usda.gov/research/sebt/demonstration-evaluation
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefault.salsalabs.org%2FT63c49966-7a1e-4b86-a7cb-c8135f1ced56%2Ff85b873e-9c7b-4126-87c6-af1fa0787c98&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C3835a57513dd47073d0e08dc44f196cb%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638461051610038492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d7yf4SiXssKpyf7zKBSFJYbq4bw2IeMJuEA01W4x4pQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefault.salsalabs.org%2FT63c49966-7a1e-4b86-a7cb-c8135f1ced56%2Ff85b873e-9c7b-4126-87c6-af1fa0787c98&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C3835a57513dd47073d0e08dc44f196cb%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638461051610038492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d7yf4SiXssKpyf7zKBSFJYbq4bw2IeMJuEA01W4x4pQ%3D&reserved=0
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action 

for all qualified persons. The 

Connecticut Department of Education 

does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education 

program, or educational activity on the 

basis of race; color; religious creed; 

age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history 

thereof); military or veteran status; 

status as a victim of domestic violence; 

or criminal record in state 

employment, unless there is a bona 

fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; 

or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,  

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2024/

SLT_03_20_2024.pdf. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2024/SLT_03_20_2024.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2024/SLT_03_20_2024.pdf

