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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• Final Reminder: Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Documentation for School Year 2023-24 

Due November 30, 2023 

 

Need to Know 

• No Table Talk for Thursday, November 30, 2023 

• USDA Foods Database & Product Information Sheet Update 

• Resource Roundup: Nonprogram Pricing Worksheets for Adult Meals 

 

Good to Know 

• Informational Webinar on Partnerships for Local Agriculture & Nutrition Transformation in 

Schools Sub-Grants (PLANTS): November 29, 2023 

• Center for School and Community Partnerships Informational Webinar: Project SCALES 

(Supporting Community Agriculture & Local Education Systems):  December 6, 2023 

(English) and December 13, 2023 (Spanish) 

• FoodCorp CT Accepting Applications for Program Year 2024-25 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

 

Final Reminder: Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Documentation for School Year 

2023-24 Due November 30, 2023 

A final reminder that the submission deadline for the annual HFC documentation is tomorrow, 

Thursday, November 30, 2023. The HFC documentation forms and guidance for school year 

2023-24, including a 21-minute recorded training module, are available in the Documents/Forms 

section of the CSDE’s HFC webpage. For questions, please contact susan.fiore@ct.gov.  

 

 
 

Need to Know 

 

No Table Talk for Thursday, November 30, 2023 

Table Talk will not be held on Thursday, November 30, 2023. Schools may still submit questions for 

future Table Talks at https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbg0. 

 

 

USDA Foods Database & Product Information Sheet Update 

The USDA Foods resources below provide information about USDA Foods direct delivered products.  

 

• USDA Foods in Schools Product Information Sheets: Provide a general compilation of vendor 

product information, but do not include specifics such as allergens, ingredients, and kosher or 

halal certifications, as those can vary from vendor to vendor. 

• USDA Foods Database: Provides similar information to the Product Information Sheets and 

includes nutrient, allergen, ingredient, and certification information that is unique to each 

vendor. 

 

These resources provide access to product information for USDA Foods to help schools meet the meal 

pattern requirements and make accommodations for students with dietary needs. 

 

 

Reminder: Complete the 2023 Farm to School Census 

On October 2, 2023, SFAs received a personal link to the 2023 Farm to School Census survey from 

Decision Information Resources (DIR) inviting them to complete the census. For help with the 

Census, call the toll-free help line for support at 866-986-2230 or email Farm2Schoolcensus@dir-

online.com. For more information, visit the 2023 Farm to School Census Resource webpage. This site 

includes a Census FAQ, checklist for success, preparation worksheet, survey reference copy, and 

presentation materials. For questions, contact Monica Pacheco at monica.pacheco@ct.gov 

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Healthy-Food-Certification/Documents
mailto:susan.fiore@ct.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FGWS7DCbbg0&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cbd0799f3565e42f3ab4408dbe618291e%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638356763664143429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K5jcOs%2BWJ%2F7QPaCqzEZ78IndiWQhnRu3dP%2FYkjei%2Bg0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZucy51c2RhLmdvdi91c2RhLWZpcy91c2RhLWZvb2RzLXByb2R1Y3QtaW5mb3JtYXRpb24tc2hlZXRzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTEyOC44NjI2NjExMSJ9.ob0QE8sWLwmQtbyPGejk72B4e5dTlhcIPjoOtFRdy3A%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F231679679661-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C166617b8b9444b9e54af08dbf033ff29%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367878358122201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RDSfMxh67pk7uHzlb%2BEbdIDJQQ7TmNRkQo56PYPmY5g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZucy51c2RhLmdvdi91c2RhLWZpcy91c2RhLWZvb2RzLWRhdGFiYXNlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTEyOC44NjI2NjExMSJ9.6QJbkreqXbbcwnfCH2dDePhZPT-Mbf41tMSKveWPcyA%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F231679679661-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C166617b8b9444b9e54af08dbf033ff29%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367878358129423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B1OzdVrjS4qvi4LdBLPXt8d5a8Slu61vzlizTb8UJgE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Farm2Schoolcensus@dir-online.com
mailto:Farm2Schoolcensus@dir-online.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ff2s%2Fcensus-partner-resources&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb33291dab5724e03b39408dbef87a5ee%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367138104191778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E62ncQp6ZUvbSaB5VnpaUKwEj05tImPXkMMPxTVhVUE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:monica.pacheco@ct.gov
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Resource Roundup: Nonprogram Pricing Worksheets for Adult Meals 

When was the last time the district checked their adult meal prices to ensure they are charging enough 

to cover all costs of producing adult meals? Assessing adult meal prices should not just occur when a 

sponsor is having an administrative review. This process should occur annually, ideally before the 

start of the school year. The CSDE’s Nonprogram Pricing Worksheets for Adult Meals assists school 

food authorities with determining the appropriate prices for adult meals. 

 

 
 

Good to Know 

 

Informational Webinar on Partnerships for Local Agriculture & Nutrition 

Transformation in Schools Sub-Grants (PLANTS): November 29, 2023 

Chef Ann Foundation (CAF), one of the four cooperators for the Food and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) 

Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative School Food System Transformation Challenge Sub-Grants, is 

hosting an informational webinar on Wednesday, November 29, 2023 at 12 noon for the Partnerships 

for Local Agriculture & Nutrition Transformation in Schools Sub-Grants (PLANTS). The webinar will 

provide an overview of the Request for Applications (RFA) and information on who is eligible to apply, 

the application process, application requirements, and evaluation and scoring criteria. The RFA was 

posted on November 27, 2023, and will close on January 22, 2024. More information on this webinar 

and grant opportunity is available at https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives. 

 

 

Center for School and Community Partnerships Informational Webinar: Project 

SCALES (Supporting Community Agriculture & Local Education Systems):  December 6, 

2023 (English) and December 13, 2023 (Spanish) 

The Center for School and Community Partnerships at Boise State University, one of the four 

cooperators for FNS’s Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative School Food System Transformation 

Challenge Sub-Grants, is hosting an informational webinar, on Wednesday, December 6, 2023, at 

2:00 p.m. An additional webinar in Spanish will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 2023, at 2:00 

p.m. The webinars will be for Supporting Community Agriculture and Local Education Systems Sub-

Grants (Project SCALES) and will provide an overview of the Request for Applications (RFA) and 

information on who is eligible to apply, the application process, application requirements, and the 

evaluation and scoring criteria. The RFA was posted on November 27, 2023, and will close on January 

26, 2024. More information on these webinars and grant opportunity is available at 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives. 

 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Nonprogram_Pricing_Adult_Meals.xlsx
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jCGjuNryQMqEoFbMFASlKQ#/registration
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelunchbox.org%2Fapply-for-a-grant%2Fplants-grant%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C63178a54941141f5fa0d08dbf037ee96%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367895233765052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGxtbmsUrM88a0%2BTMmyG%2BamIGtmRsYA2WU%2B9nJm5vaw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelunchbox.org%2Fapply-for-a-grant%2Fplants-grant%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C63178a54941141f5fa0d08dbf037ee96%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367895233765052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGxtbmsUrM88a0%2BTMmyG%2BamIGtmRsYA2WU%2B9nJm5vaw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives
https://boisestate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jAanX2a4RtegypzV8DvEXw#/registration
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojectscales.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C63178a54941141f5fa0d08dbf037ee96%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367895233778999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XJMsJq0txxVpyM7wzHqvIMiMjt4rjy8Cc5vOriwpNy4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojectscales.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C63178a54941141f5fa0d08dbf037ee96%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638367895233778999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XJMsJq0txxVpyM7wzHqvIMiMjt4rjy8Cc5vOriwpNy4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives
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FoodCorp CT Accepting Applications for Program Year 2024-25 

FoodCorp is accepting applications for Connecticut FoodCorps Service Members for the 2024-25 

program year. To review application materials go to foodcorps.org/apply. Questions may be directed 

to Thalia Perez, CT Program Coordinator, thalia.perez@foodcorps.org, 860-949 5475. For more 

information on FoodCorp visit www.FoodCorps.org.  

 

 
 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodcorps.org%2Fapply&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C8a5804c3986d4741d00608dbf0fa83ed%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638368730966268805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r8KSjZJ%2F1J8yr78ZZDmjjfNtdYJiZx42P1Lmol5TPNc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:thalia.perez@foodcorps.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foodcorps.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C8a5804c3986d4741d00608dbf0fa83ed%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638368730966276633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iBPIp9Y2uu3UMKn%2B0G1JU8E1FVimKWBOAH2wpIxL6co%3D&reserved=0
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action for 

all qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment 

practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; 

pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace 

hazards to reproductive systems, gender 

identity or expression; marital status; 

national origin; ancestry; retaliation for 

previously opposed discrimination or 

coercion, intellectual disability; genetic 

information; learning disability; physical 

disability (including, but not limited to, 

blindness); mental disability 

(past/present history thereof); military 

or veteran status; status as a victim of 

domestic violence; or criminal record in 

state employment, unless there is a bona 

fide occupational qualification excluding 

persons in any of the aforementioned 

protected classes. Inquiries regarding the 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s nondiscrimination policies 

should be directed to: Attorney Louis 

Todisco, Connecticut State Department 

of Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or 

by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,  

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_11_29_2023.pdf. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_11_29_2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_11_29_2023.pdf

