The School Lunch Tray: October 25, 2023

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items
¢ Financial Report for School Nutrition Programs Due October 31, 2023
¢ Reminder: Food Safety Inspection Report for SY 2022-23 must be completed in the Child
Nutrition Program (CNP) Online Application and Claiming System by October 31, 2023

e Nonprogram Foods in the School Nutrition Programs: Complete Documentation by December
31, 2023

Need to Know

e Recording Available for CSDE Information Session: New Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Allowances
for School Year 2023-24 Only

e Next Table Talk on Thursday, November 2, 2023: Focus on Community Eligibility Provision
(CEP) Final Rule

¢ Reminder: Webinar for Applying for Next Round of Connecticut Grown for Connecticut Kids
(CTG4CTK) Grants, Thursday, October 26, 2023

e Resource Roundup: Dietary Specifications (Nutrition Standards for School Meals)

Good to Know
e USDA Report on Household Food Security in the United States in 2022

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.

FDP
-

« N <
- ATE

! ..serving up your weekly news
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Financial Report for School Nutrition Programs Due October 31, 2023

All school food authorities (SFAs) must submit the Financial Report in the Connecticut Online
Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System) by October 31, 2023.
The CSDE’s Instructions for Submitting the Financial Report for School Nutrition Programs provides
guidance on how to submit the annual Financial Report.

Section 210.14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) for the NSLP requires that all SFAs must
maintain a nonprofit status for the school food service operations, and any revenues must be used
only for the operation or improvement of the food service program. As indicated under “Net Cash
Resources” (7CFR 210.14(b)), the SFA shall limit its net cash resources to an amount that does not
exceed three months average expenditures for its nonprofit school food service. The annual financial
report monitors adherence to this regulation.

Plan to Reduce Excess Operating Balance (only for SFAs that exceed three months’
average expenditures)

As part of the annual Financial Report, SFAs that exceed three months’ average expenditures must
submit a Plan for Reducing Excess Operating Balance to the CSDE to indicate how the excess balance
will be spent to maintain the SFA’s nonprofit status. Expenditures must make improvements to the
USDA school nutrition programs such as improving food quality and replacing or purchasing
necessary equipment. The completed form/plan must be uploaded under “Corrective Action Plan
Attachments” in the annual Financial Report section of the CNP System.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Financial_Report_Instructions_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Plan_Reduce_Excess_Operating_Balance_SNP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fct.cnpus.com%2Fprod%2FSplash.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C83052e87a2ba48833d0908dac2853e1f%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638036174773205433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PXpamvjeflGR52ruXm9foMtz3YqjvtfEGstPQElUmBY%3D&reserved=0
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Reminder: Food Safety Inspection Report for SY 2022-23 must be completed in the
Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Online Application and Claiming System by October 31,
2023

As required in section 9(h) of the NSLA, 42 U.S.C. 1758(h), at least twice a year, schools must obtain a
food safety inspection conducted by a state or local agency responsible for such inspections. As part of
that requirement, the CSDE must annually collect the total number of inspections conducted at each
SFA and report the number to the Food and Nutrition Services by November 15, 2023. The food safety
inspections requirement applies to all food preparation-service sites and service-only sites.

The Food Safety Inspection Report for SY 2022-23 must be completed in the CNP System. Guidance
begins on page 29 of the Updating the Sponsor Application for School Nutrition Programs guide. The
Food Safety Inspection Report can be completed by anyone who has access to the CNP System.

Food safety inspections for facilities not under the jurisdiction of the local or state
health department

Some schools or facilities (such as schools or group homes operated by the Department of Children
and Families) do not fall under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Health (DPH) and
therefore, will not be inspected by DPH or the local health department. However, food safety
inspections conducted by the state agency that licenses the facility qualify toward
meeting the requirement of two food safety inspections annually.

While the CSDE recognizes that there may be difficulty in obtaining the two food safety inspections,
SFAs are responsible for requesting such inspections and documenting such efforts. When two health
inspections are not conducted, each sponsor is responsible for requesting the inspections and
documenting these efforts (refer to the CSDE’s Sample Letter for Food Safety Health Inspection for
the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP)). Retain a copy of
the letter/email sent to the health department to document attempts to comply with this regulation.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Update_Sponsor_Application_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FoodSafe/Letter_Food_Safety_Inspection.docx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FoodSafe/Letter_Food_Safety_Inspection.docx
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Nonprogram Foods in the School Nutrition Programs: Complete Documentation by
December 31, 2023

As a reminder, Section 7 CFR 210.14 (f) of the NSLP regulations requires that the revenue from the
sale of nonprogram foods covers the cost of the food and is not subsidized though federal
reimbursement. “Nonprogram foods” include any nonreimbursable foods and beverages purchased
using funds from the nonprofit school food service account (NSFSA). This encompasses all foods and
beverages sold in schools such as a la carte items (e.g., milk, juice, entrees, and snack foods), second
student meals, adult meals, foods sold outside of school hours, and any foods used for catering or
vending activities. For most SFAs, a la carte foods offered during meal service account for the largest
share of nonprogram foods.

Each year, SFAs are required to determine if the percentage of total revenue generated from their
nonprogram food sales is equal to or greater than the percentage of total food cost attributable to the
SFA’s purchase of nonprogram foods. For example, if the cost of nonprogram food is 25 percent of the
SFA'’s total food cost, then the amount of revenue generated from the sale of these nonprogram foods
must be at least 25 percent of the total revenue in the NSFSA.

SFAs must use the resources below to document compliance with the USDA’s nonprogram foods
regulation by December 31, 2023. Maintain all documents at the school/district for review by the
CSDE during the Administrative Review. Do not submit documents to the CSDE.

e USDA Memo SP 20-2016: Nonprofit School Food Service Account Nonprogram Food Revenue
Requirements

e Ala Carte Food Cost and Price Charged Comparison Worksheet: This CSDE Excel worksheet
determines if the a la carte price for a food or beverage item covers the cost of producing that
item.

e Nonprogram Pricing Worksheets for Adult Meals: This CSDE Excel document contains two
worksheets to determine the breakfast and lunch price for adult meals: Worksheet 1: Pricing of
Adult Meals in School Nutrition Programs; and Worksheet 2: Pricing of Adult Meals in
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Schools.

e Pricing Worksheet for A La Carte Sales in School Nutrition Programs: This CSDE Excel
worksheet determines the correct pricing of a la carte items to meet a SFA's desired food cost
percentage.

e Nonprogram Revenue Calculator: This USDA Excel worksheet helps SFAs ensure that revenue
from the sale of nonprogram foods covers the cost of the food and is not subsidized though
federal reimbursement.

These resources are available in the “Nonprogram Foods” section of the CSDE’s Financial
Management for School Nutrition Programs webpage. For questions, contact your school nutrition
team member.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Fnonprofit-school-food-service-account-nonprogram-food-revenue-requirements&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Ceee9663188f6471d076508dbd4c55135%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638337716172041220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0k36u44OnxpTmiNmPAcsIHYEVTE%2FywYGtjaB0clNeVU%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/A_la_Carte_Food_Cost_Price_Charged_Worksheet.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Nonprogram_Pricing_Adult_Meals.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/Nonprogram_Pricing_A_La_Carte.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/USDA_nonprogram_Revenue_Calculator.xls
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Financial-Management-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/Documents#NonprogramFoods
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
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Recording Available for CSDE Information Session: New Paid Lunch Equity (PLE)
Allowances for School Year 2023-24 Only

The recording of the CSDE’s PLE information session on October 19, 2023, is now available at the
direct link below.

e CSDE Information Session: New Paid Luch Equity (PLE) Allowances for School Year 2023-24
Only

This recording and other resources may also be accessed in the “Paid Lunch Equity” section of the
CSDE’s Current School Year Operational Updates for School Nutrition Programs webpage.

Next Table Talk on Thursday, November 2, 2023: Focus on Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP) Final Rule

The next Table Talk will be held on Thursday, November 2, 2023, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. This session
will focus on the CEP final rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Community Eligibility Provision -
Increasing Options for Schools. To submit questions in advance, visit
https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbgo.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.
Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44

Passcode: muTuBy

Download Teams | Join on the web

Or call in (audio only)

+1 860-840-2075,,327687577# United States, Hartford
Phone Conference ID: 327 687 577#

Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options
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https://youtu.be/J7YmYcG62Qs
https://youtu.be/J7YmYcG62Qs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Current-School-Year-Operational-Updates-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/Documents#Paid_Lunch_Equity
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/26/2023-20294/child-nutrition-programs-community-eligibility-provision-increasing-options-for-schools
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/26/2023-20294/child-nutrition-programs-community-eligibility-provision-increasing-options-for-schools
https://forms.office.com/g/GWS7DCbbg0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887141454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f310%2BZERdut829tF5kN%2BIZqUnjmbF8ICeQP%2BqrAwG1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887141454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gohVyFAHfmmd5VRh3Gp4Fnqjgsn8ziF6T3IG8nBZCtA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887297655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jf%2B2T%2Fy8BtFSkdc0es%2BfIgyb31eFBfS8aLLIYmw%2BeJM%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,327687577# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D327687577&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887297655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=THHBKSmwI5ecwC2IB2n8vgUPnNoN1zHCTKSWDsnB5rg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887297655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PHg3QhU5tlA4yEbHbZT49x8QbUzyt1eA1Y%2Fv7%2F0ybFI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887297655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=knAeotFeJbR9ItgcucTR9JoKW9D5NaWADac9H98ZdlI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0585aadf2f04fee7c4a08dbc36f805c%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638318655887297655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YYVgY6fWDn25m%2BabeZsKvCGWaTG%2FmBHat%2F8qgV2USgw%3D&reserved=0
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Reminder: Webinar for Applying for Next Round of Connecticut Grown for Connecticut
Kids (CTG4CTK) Grants, Thursday, October 26, 2023

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT DoAg) is accepting applications for up to $50,000 in
funding for 18-month long projects from eligible entities for projects that align with one of five grant
tracks. Simplified microgrants of less than $5,000 are also available. CT DoAg has approximately
$900,000 in funds to award for CTG4CTK Grant projects in fiscal year 2024. A webinar with a
question-and-answer session will be held Thursday, October 26, 2023, from 2:00-3:30 p.m. For
the webinar registration and more information about the grant application, visit CT DoAg’s CTG4CTK
Grant webpage

Resource Roundup: Dietary Specifications (Nutrition Standards for School Meals)

The USDA regulations for the NSLP and SBP meal patterns for grades K-12 require that school meals
must meet the weekly dietary specifications for calories (minimum and maximum levels) and limits
for saturated fats and sodium. In addition, all food products and ingredients used to prepare school
meals must contain zero grams of trans fats per serving, as indicated by the Nutrition Facts label or
manufacturer’s specifications. Guidance and resources on meeting these weekly dietary specifications
are available in the “Dietary Specifications (Nutrition Standards for School Meals)” section of the
CSDE’s Meal Patterns for Grades K-12 in School Nutrition Programs webpage.

USDA Report on Household Food Security in the United States in 2022

Today, the USDA’s Economic Research Service released the report, Household Food Security in the
United States in 2022, which examined American households’ ability to access sufficient food last
year. The report found that the vast majority of U.S. households — 87.2 percent — were food secure
throughout 2022, meaning they had consistent, dependable access to enough food for active, healthy
living. However, 17 million households were food insecure at some point during the year, including
6.8 million households that reported very low food security. The study also found statistically
significant increases across categories from 2021.
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CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SLT_10_25_2023.pdf.

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or
contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State
Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT /2023 /

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must
be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake(@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for
all qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment
practice, education program, or
educational activity on the basis of race;
color; religious creed; age; sex;
pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace
hazards to reproductive systems, gender
identity or expression; marital status;
national origin; ancestry; retaliation for
previously opposed discrimination or
coercion, intellectual disability; genetic
information; learning disability; physical
disability (including, but not limited to,
blindness); mental disability
(past/present histoty thereof); military
or veteran status; status as a victim of
domestic violence; or criminal record in
state employment, unless there is a bona
fide occupational qualification excluding
persons in any of the aforementioned
protected classes. Inquiries regarding the
Connecticut State Department of
Education’s nondiscrimination policies
should be directed to: Attorney Louis
Todisco, Connecticut State Department
of Education, by mail 450 Columbus
Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or
by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email

louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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