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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• Final Reminder: School Year 2023-24 Sponsor Agreements Due Friday, September 15, 2023 

 

Need to Know 

• Advanced Placement (AP) Testing and Access to a Student’s Eligibility for Free or Reduced-

price Meals 

• Recording Available: CSDE’s State Transition Assistance for Breakfast and Lunch Expenses 

(STABLE) Funds Information Session 

 

Good to Know 

• Resources for National School Lunch Week: October 9-13, 2023 

• USDA Webinar: Meal Talk: Celebrate Lunch Trays Many Ways, October 12, 2023 

• USDA Webinar: Level Up Your Professional Standards Tracking, October 17, 2023 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk


 

 The School Lunch Tray: September 13, 2023 
 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 2 of 6 

Action Items 

 

Final Reminder: School Year 2023-24 Sponsor Agreements Due Friday, September 15, 

2023 

The school year 2023-24 Sponsor Agreements must be completed and submitted by Friday, 

September 15, 2023. Note: National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Afterschool 

Snack Program, and Special Milk Program claims for July and/or August cannot be entered or 

submitted without an approved agreement. 

 

Applications that have been submitted and are ready for approval will have a Packet Submitted 

Date and will show “The Application Packet is currently under review by the State and is unavailable 

for changes” on the 2023-24 Application Packet dashboard. The school nutrition programs staff urge 

SFAs to review the CSDE’s resources, Updating the Sponsor Application for School Nutrition 

Programs and Required Items for the Online Sponsor Application “Checklist Summary," to 

troubleshoot application issues before contacting their school nutrition team member.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Update_Sponsor_Application_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Update_Sponsor_Application_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Required_Items_Sponsor_Application_Checklist_Summary_CNP_System.pdf
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Need to Know 

 

Recording Available: CSDE’s State Transition Assistance for Breakfast and Lunch 

Expenses (STABLE) Funds Information Session 

The recording of the CSDE’s STABLE Funds Information Session on August 15, 2023, is now 

available. For more information and resources about the STABLE funds, visit the STABLE Funds 

section of the CSDE’s  Current School Year Operational Updates for School Nutrition Programs 

webpage. 

 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Testing and Access to a Student’s Eligibility for Free or 

Reduced-price Meals 

On September 8, 2023, the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) Performance Office 

issued an email to all AP Coordinators. The relevant information is excerpted below. Please note that 

for the purposes of AP, PSAT, or SAT testing, the determining official may allow the school or district’s 

AP coordinator access to a child’s eligibility information. As a reminder, if the AP coordinator requests 

access, they must complete the Disclosure Release Request for Free or Reduced Eligibility Status of 

Students in the School Nutrition Program form before the determining official can approve access to 

this confidential information.  

 

The process for obtaining fee waivers for eligible students for the College Board’s Advanced 

Placement test has not changed. For 2024 Advanced Placement® (AP) testing, AP 

coordinators must order tests for students by November 15, 2023. This is the deadline to 

submit exam orders for all full-year and first-semester AP courses, and exam only sections. 

The late order fee applies for exams ordered after this date. A fee also applies for exams 

cancelled after this date.  Please visit the College Board’s AP Central for more information.  

 

The CSDE and College Board will cover the entire cost of the 2024 AP exam fees for all 

students from low-income families who attend public school in Connecticut. The AP 

coordinators will indicate in the AP Registration and Ordering (APRO) site a student’s low 

income status. Since the AP, PSAT, and SAT are considered part of a CSDE State Educational 

Program, the AP, PSAT, and SAT coordinator can be given access to a student’s income 

eligibility status. To request access, the coordinator must complete the Disclosure Release 

form to ensure that they have an understanding of the USDA regulations and do not use this 

information for other purposes.  

 

Please note that once the AP, PSAT, or SAT coordinator completes the Disclosure Release 

Request for Free or Reduced Eligibility Status of Students in the School Nutrition Program 

form and it is reviewed and approved by the district or school’s determining official (the 

person that processes the free and reduced-price meal applications), they can access the free, 

reduced and paid information directly via the CSDE’s Public School Information 

System (PSIS) without having the determining official provide them with a list of children 

who are eligible for free and reduced-price meals.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8uRtPyqoRw
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Current-School-Year-Operational-Updates-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/Documents#STABLE
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Eligibility-for-Free-and-Reduced-price-Meals-and-Milk-in-School-Nutrition-Programs/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/FreeRed/Disclosure_Release_Request_Free_Reduced_Eligibility_Status_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Eligibility-for-Free-and-Reduced-price-Meals-and-Milk-in-School-Nutrition-Programs/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/FreeRed/Disclosure_Release_Request_Free_Reduced_Eligibility_Status_SNP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapcentral.collegeboard.org%2Fexam-administration-ordering-scores%2Fordering-fees%2Fexam-fees&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C3542e730eced487d94fd08dbb08c91f8%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638297890009052954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J1oW%2BAA0NoJlFvjA%2FjkANHEYy6Jrl4nuOxR3xchP16c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapcentral.collegeboard.org%2Fexam-administration-ordering-scores%2Fordering-fees%2Fexam-fees&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C3542e730eced487d94fd08dbb08c91f8%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638297890009209172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lvezp8YSvTc%2B8oYBY0yLQsrqAbeX25gGmexzMfAcpFs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapcentral.collegeboard.org%2F%3FSFMC_cid%3DEM578181-%26rid%3D47587601&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C3542e730eced487d94fd08dbb08c91f8%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638297890009209172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BAvmh865rPWOfDclZkllRcCTL0s8BvWBS%2B4UNRjHO48%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Eligibility-for-Free-and-Reduced-price-Meals-and-Milk-in-School-Nutrition-Programs/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/FreeRed/Disclosure_Release_Request_Free_Reduced_Eligibility_Status_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Eligibility-for-Free-and-Reduced-price-Meals-and-Milk-in-School-Nutrition-Programs/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/FreeRed/Disclosure_Release_Request_Free_Reduced_Eligibility_Status_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Eligibility-for-Free-and-Reduced-price-Meals-and-Milk-in-School-Nutrition-Programs/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Forms/FreeRed/Disclosure_Release_Request_Free_Reduced_Eligibility_Status_SNP.pdf
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The deadline for the AP coordinator to indicate in APRO students who are eligible for the fee 

waiver is April 30, 2024. Learn more about AP Exam fee reductions. 

 

 

Resource Roundup: UConn Rudd Center’s Implementing School Wellness Policies 

Video 2: Food as a Reward 

Did you know that using food as a reward in schools can contribute to students’ unhealthy eating 

habits and undermine nutrition education? Are you looking for ways to reduce or eliminate food 

rewards in your classroom? This 8-minute video, created by the UConn Rudd Center, explains the 

importance of not using food as a reward, the prevalence of districts in Connecticut that prohibit using 

food as a reward in policy and practice, the challenges that schools face implementing these practices, 

and strategies to overcome these barriers. A list of alternatives to food rewards is available in the Rudd 

Center’s resource, Nonfood Rewards: Promoting Healthy School Environments. 

 

 

Good to Know 

Resources for National School Lunch Week: October 9-13, 2023 

National School Lunch Week is October 9-13, 2023. Child Nutrition program operators may order free 

print materials to help celebrate. Some examples are below. Visit the Team Nutrition Resource Order 

Form to explore the complete list. 

 

Stickers  

• I've Got Great Taste 

• Make Today a Try-Day 

• Official Taste Tester 

 

Decals  

• Discover New Foods 

• Fueling My Healthy Life 

 

Posters  

• Be a Food Critic! 

• MyPlate 

• Offer vs. Serve High School Lunch 

• Offer vs. Serve Middle School Lunch 

• Taste-Test 

 

Student Resources  

• MyPlate Guide to School Lunch 

• Stronger With School Meals Activity Booklet 

 

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapcentral.collegeboard.org%2Fexam-administration-ordering-scores%2Fordering-fees%2Fexam-fees%2Freductions&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C3542e730eced487d94fd08dbb08c91f8%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638297890009209172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GDtqoLyW1uuTCPAJvL%2BaOUATNV0KFLe8ApDmtocGHo0%3D&reserved=0
https://vimeo.com/855858154
https://uconnruddcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2909/2023/08/Alternatives-to-Food-Rewards-Info-Sheet.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.YMFuVHTdiqiGHT2gMBt32vpw4cIbn8sXLUF69xSyczI%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x9R9JcpoaLwsEK4aINhkMlzolKxsKPKdh4odfj47fMo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.YMFuVHTdiqiGHT2gMBt32vpw4cIbn8sXLUF69xSyczI%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x9R9JcpoaLwsEK4aINhkMlzolKxsKPKdh4odfj47fMo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTYyNiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.wuI35lFatxEsygnzxUNt-gw0nNJWObQDC-WBphcvcHo%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JHwDysXQ30plsMqHctxOaOV2%2BXcui4bCs340206iQmA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTAwMSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.AgsfzUlYUi_JDa8kolRa3jbctRcMZ7DqtQxVvUgjSOg%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QdB0nOKka2PdrM6Q6YMrTHv4VVwtxBpMUOiqhP16BmU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTYyNSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.iB0Xp7IvtPrFDC6r-ftApJpXPHuwDqfRhzucYWKoc28%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oai1s7jOD31v1ecYpmb71RDvOr1uK1GkLO3JYZ21UNs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTE4NyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.x0grqNcQmhlkv2EYj2LswR-6bCLsK6xJ_vINZoOpTR0%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wRshEb2ljq9utbE%2FMfc9P2kedeMDidUf741yJsMksZA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTE4OSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.PN4PRIQNMpBueRRwWFQZ81zlQW7qf1nfntHbFuYixJo%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oxQjgEzDkgQhQMfgahKMnG8ysrTuizIjB59nWFIJZv0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTYyNCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.q7yIqTB9lkahTpy5euw46CRC0kAUrA8ghUW98cLXBdc%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RlGdrsf2HMeR56%2F0DY0Ct1ORdiMbQa2dtkOAWd4F8LM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTAyOCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.voUICFGPUfkvDctKscYZDYT0pZNdCY2RiWEsylW4RsA%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=19X4zMBkVf6qolBpKdQL1%2BujUTlxt1xe3v%2BCKmkttSk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTIwMCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.TBcpu_AxvH2s7zhKKp2BmvIhnpkWHqa9wJUsfHmx-Kw%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=deLjFqlsxJdnC09iiTxApB9jILE%2FnKBet1zNN%2FwjAI0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTE5OSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.1E7Q2sRqXzKKPBPgg7P6AqJ6_rGewv66B19qLX2_dBs%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DqrNvWBZoXptCBcAz6ePtTtjALbFt4jSiKF2yZRMv5E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTYyMyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.imo3FjT-H9_Gi0enzhaANNYhdxA433VzaJP6xxGDycc%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dmmfletLwwOH4MhSHsoWdZJrGi6281bpdZv0TxE6Oj0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTEwOCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.GMuNCdK285orl_W4uUWhKZOVxaOxEuHNzdKmpgVWTyA%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VmCLH%2F09AEXPWZG%2BetXlT1FS7DdNrVxKFuCcsKaKngE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVlYmxvLmdwby5nb3YvVE4vVE5QdWJzLnBocD9QdWJJRD0xNTI1MiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA5MTIuODI0ODc0NzEifQ.ciKbkDYBEfLiJbUctgHVJ2l1oRMKHogwmoM_PAri9_Y%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144350920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sbaVlhdv2nbtPkuUTHD%2FeOUbqPlgHc0j6QCXcWW2Zsc%3D&reserved=0
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USDA Webinar: Meal Talk: Celebrate Lunch Trays Many Ways, October 12, 2023 

In celebration of National School Lunch Week, Team Nutrition will present a Meal Talk Webinar to 

highlight the many ways to offer school lunch with inspiration from across the country. Speakers from 

the Arizona Department of Education and Bellingham Public Schools in Washington will share 

strategies and success stories related to incorporating student food preferences and locally grown 

foods in USDA standardized recipes. Participants will also learn about USDA’s Team Nutrition 

resources and the Healthy Meals Incentive Recognition Awards. 

 

• Date and time: Thursday, October 12, 2023, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

• Registration: Registration link 

 

 

USDA Webinar: Level Up Your Professional Standards Tracking, October 17, 2023 

On Tuesday, October 17, 2023, USDA’s Team Nutrition will present the webinar, “Level Up Your 

Professional Standards Tracking.” This webinar will review the basic features of the Professional 

Standards Training Tracker Tool (PSTTT) and explore the latest updates to the PSTTT such as logging 

Certifications and enhanced search and filter capabilities. 

 

• Date and time: Tuesday, October 17, 2023, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

• Registration: Registration link 

 

 
  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/meal-talk-webinar-series
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda-fns-events.webex.com%2Fweblink%2Fregister%2Fre88d33ab403dc9f351a9e77868bc4212&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cf6ed3fba9a7d4d021d3708dbb3c25ae8%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301419581090939%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7CwSB8iDirwLz88JgfF%2B%2Bs4L0iB81PTGX6bKyEQg70c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZXZlbnRzLmdjYy50ZWFtcy5taWNyb3NvZnQuY29tL2V2ZW50LzE0NmFkZDhiLWQ2ZjAtNDU0YS05OTk3LTYwZmQxNjg1ZTgyN0BlZDViMzZlNy0wMWVlLTRlYmMtODY3ZS1lMDNjZmEwZDQ2OTciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwOTEyLjgyNDg3NDcxIn0.KlEbYEFH-uJRaOuwJ05KJHksq9oWuxQ0KsBYw-IhuEM%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F225751743899-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C56fd735728334cbee7e608dbb3c58400%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638301433144194102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D55XbnFhltm9xUXhvpBgNCBj1OC2M3p%2Fyp2%2BGiQKpG0%3D&reserved=0
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action for 

all qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment practice, 

education program, or educational activity 

on the basis of race; color; religious creed; 

age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal 

record in state employment, unless there 

is a bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or 

by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,  

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_09_13_2023.pdf. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_09_13_2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_09_13_2023.pdf

