The School Lunch Tray: August 9, 2023

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items

e CSDE Operational Memorandum 18-23: State Transition Assistance for Breakfast and Lunch
Expenses (STABLE) Attestation Statement Due August 18, 2023

Need to Know
e STABLE Funds Information Session/Office Hours: Tuesday, August 15, 2023
e Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Information Sessions: August 15 and
August 22, 2023
e Calendar of School Nutrition Program Requirements and Activities for School Year 2023-24
o New CSDE Webpage: Current School Year Operational Updates for School Nutrition Programs
e CSDE’s What’s in a Meal Offer versus Serve (OVS) Training Modules Now Available
e Calendar of School Nutrition Program Requirements and Activities for School Year 2023-24

Good to Know
e USDA’s Team Nutrition School Lunch Menu Poster: Today’s Lunch

e Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: School Lunch: Practices & Policies That
Promote Participation, Thursday, August 10, 2023

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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The School Lunch Tray: August 9, 2023

Action Items

CSDE Operational Memorandum 18-23: State Transition Assistance for Breakfast and
Lunch Expenses (STABLE) Attestation Statement Due August 18, 2023

CSDE Operational Memorandum 18-23 provides information and guidance on the State Transition
Assistance for Breakfast and Lunch Expenses (STABLE) Attestation Statement, which is due August
18, 2023. Pursuant to Public Act No. 23-204 (Connecticut State Budget), $16 million of federal
American Rescue Plan Act (2021) funds has been allocated for “Free Meals for Students” to the CSDE
for school year (SY) 2023-24. Through working with the Governor’s Office and legislative leadership,
these funds will be used to support households by allowing the provision of 1) breakfast meals at no
cost to all students in non-Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) schools participating in the School
Breakfast Program (SBP) and 2) lunch meals at no cost for students eligible for reduced-price meals in
non-CEP schools that are participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). For SY 2023-
24, under the NSLP and SBP, free and reduced-price meal eligibility will be determined for each
individual student. Meals will be reimbursed based on a student’s approved eligibility (free, reduced-
price, and paid).

Need to Know

STABLE Funds Information Session/Office Hours: Tuesday, August 15, 2023

Please share with all pertinent staff: On Tuesday, August 15, 2023, at 11:00 a.m., the CSDE is hosting
an information session and office hours to discuss the recently announced State Transition Assistance
for Breakfast and Lunch Expenses (STABLE) funds opportunity for school year (SY) 2023-24. Please
join us and bring your questions. You may also submit questions ahead of time by using this link:
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5px5YKVBAQNQZDo.

Use the link below to join. Registration is not required.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 253 899 187 231

Passcode: Mmxdgc

Download Teams | Join on the web

Or call in (audio only)

+1 860-840-2075.,.591022737# United States, Hartford
Phone Conference ID: 591 022 737#

Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options
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The School Lunch Tray: August 9, 2023

Local Food for Schools Incentive Program (LFSIP) Information Sessions: August 15 and
August 22, 2023

What’s next for schools electing to participate in phase 1 of the LFSIP? The CSDE is providing an
information session on Tuesday, August 15, 2023, and Tuesday, August 22, 2023, from 2:00 to 3:00
p.m., to provide guidance for LFSIP schools. The information will be the same for each session and
will provide a brief review of the LFSIP, and discuss next steps, and resources. Representatives from
the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) and Department of Agriculture (DoAg) will be
available to answer questions.

Registration is not required Sign in using the links below.

e Tuesday, August 15, 2023, 2:00-3:00 p.m.
e Tuesday, August 22, 2023, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

Calendar of School Nutrition Program Requirements and Activities for School Year
2023-24

The CSDE’s Calendar of School Nutrition Program Requirements and Activities is now available for
school year 2023-24. This calendar helps school food authorities (SFAs) comply with the many
requirements and due dates associated with operating the USDA’s school nutrition programs. Please
share this calendar with all staff members responsible for reporting and compliance in your school
nutrition programs. Note: Schedules on this calendar are subject to change and do not represent all
federal and state requirements for operating the USDA Child Nutrition Programs in schools and
institutions.

New CSDE Webpage: Current School Year Operational Updates for School Nutrition
Programs

The CSDE’s new webpage, Current School Year Operational Updates for School Nutrition Programs,
contains current information for operating the USDA’s school nutrition programs. Information and
guidance on applying for the State Transition Assistance for Breakfast and Lunch Expenses (STABLE)
funds is available on this webpage. Additional information will be added throughout the school year.
In addition to the direct link above, this webpage is also accessible under “C” on the CSDE’s Program
Guidance for School Nutrition Programs webpage.

Connecticut State Department of Education e Page 3 of 6


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YjFkMGYyODktY2Y5Ny00ZTYxLTk0NDYtNGE0NWFhMGJkYjYw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522402cc81b-fc35-4f56-9f95-180c5abc44cc%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0d0c2c4cecd4989c2fe08db98ea6825%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638271904752356787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rILCWqObG%2FdQ%2ByI1a8bFxw0YNnPf6IFh3mX3mB7Nqcc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YTBmZTM1MTAtODFlYi00MDdiLWJjYTctOTc0ODI3ZDJkMTc4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522402cc81b-fc35-4f56-9f95-180c5abc44cc%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cb0d0c2c4cecd4989c2fe08db98ea6825%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638271904752356787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zxMCjidu8s5%2BOce43Nky62jrZ5Fm492vmMaT5gpYifI%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/SNP_calendar.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Current-School-Year-Operational-Updates-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Current-School-Year-Operational-Updates-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/Documents
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Program-Guidance-School-Nutrition-Programs#c

The School Lunch Tray: August 9, 2023

SDE’s What’s in a Meal Offer versus Serve(OVS) Training Modules Now Available

The CSDE’s What’s in a Meal: National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program Meal
Patterns for Grades K-12 is a series of 16 recorded training modules that provide comprehensive
guidance on complying with the meal patterns for grades K-12 in the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), and Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the NSLP. These
modules are intended for school food service professionals in the NSLP, SBP, and SSO, including food
service directors, managers, and staff.

The What’s in a Meal modules on OVS are now available.

e Module 15: Offer versus Serve (OVS) in the NSLP: This module reviews the OVS
requirements for the NSLP including the requirements for reimbursable lunches, menu
planning considerations for the food components, identifying reimbursable meals, OVS with
family-style meal service and salad bars, required signage, and OVS best practices and
strategies for success. This module also describes resources for guidance and training on OVS

and includes Meal or No Meal: Lunch Edition, a quiz on identifying reimbursable lunches with
OVS.

e Module 16: Offer versus Serve (OVS) in the SBP: This module reviews the OVS
requirements for the SBP. Topics include the requirements for reimbursable breakfasts, menu
planning considerations, required signage, identifying reimbursable meals, and best practices
for OVS. This module also describes resources for guidance and training on OVS and includes
Meal or No Meal: Breakfast Edition, a quiz on identifying reimbursable breakfasts with OVS.

Resource Roundup: Updated CSDE Offer versus Serve (OVS) Summary Handouts for
School Year 2023-24

The CSDE has updated the OVS summary handouts for school year 2023-24. These resources provide
an overview of the requirements for implementing the USDA’s OVS provision for grades K-12 in the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), and Seamless Summer
Option (SSO) of the NSLP.

e Overview of OVS in the National School Lunch Program
e Overview of OVS in the School Breakfast Program

These resources are available on the CSDE’s Offer versus Serve for School Nutrition Programs
webpage. Please discard any versions prior to the June 2023 revision.
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Good to Know

The School Lunch Tray: August 9, 2023

USDA’s Team Nutrition School Lunch Menu Poster: Today’s Lunch

USDA’s Team Nutrition recently announce the release of the new School Lunch Menu E-Poster. This
resource is designed for school nutrition programs to display daily lunch menu options and remind
students to eat a variety of foods while building a reimbursable meal. The fillable pdf file can be used

for electronic message boards, webpages, and social media or can be printed and displayed in sign
holders.

Food Research & Action Center (FRAC) Webinar: School Lunch: Practices & Policies
That Promote Participation, Thursday, August 10, 2023

School lunch is critical to student health and well-being, and provides the nutritional foundation
needed for academic achievement and lifelong success. Nearly 30 million children participated in the
NSLP each day during the 2021-22 school year; however, far too many students, particularly those
from low-income households, miss the benefits of a healthy school lunch.

Well-designed policies and practices can help engage students and reduce barriers to school lunch
participation. Join the FRAC to learn from experts across the nation on how to promote participation
in their school lunch programs.

e Date and time: Thursday, August 10, 2023, 3:00 p.m.
e Registration: https://uso2web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN sKCuVNNkSD-doCJFdsbS-
w?eType=EmailBlastContent&eld=23645c64-97a6-4783-b8de-554b03e0e499# /registration
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CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SLT_08_09_2023.pdf.

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or
contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State
Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nuttition/SLT/2023/

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must
be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake(@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for
all qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment practice,
education program, or educational activity
on the basis of race; color; religious creed,;
age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation;
workplace hazards to reproductive
systems, gender identity or expression;
marital status; national origin; ancestry;
retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coercion, intellectual
disability; genetic information; learning
disability; physical disability (including,
but not limited to, blindness); mental
disability (past/present history thereof);
military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal
record in state employment, unless there
is a bona fide occupational qualification
excluding persons in any of the
aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State
Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be
directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco,
Connecticut State Department of
Education, by mail 450 Columbus
Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or
by telephone 860-713-6594; ot by email

louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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