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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 11-23: Annual Application Process for the Community 

Eligibility Provision (CEP): Notification Due June 1, 2023 

• 2023-24 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications Due 

June 9, 2023 

• Reminder: 2023-24 Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement Due July 1, 2023 

• Agency Information Collection Activities: USDA Professional Standards Training Tracker Tool 

(PSTTT): Comments Due July 10, 2023 

 

Need to Know 

• USDA Foods Update on State Contracted Warehouse  

• Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Sponsors Encouraged to Attend Annual Summer Meals 

Training Webinars 

• Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 7: Milk Component 

 

Good to Know 

• Tips for Offering School Meals Trays, Many Ways 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk


 

 The School Lunch Tray: May 17, 2023 
 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 2 of 7 

Action Items 

 

CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 11-23: Annual Application Process for the 

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP): Notification Due June 1, 2023 

CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 11-23, Annual Application Process for the Community 

Eligibility Provision (CEP), outlines the annual application process for the CEP. Local educational 

agencies (LEA) are eligible to participate in the CEP if the Identified Student Percentage (ISP) for the 

entire district, groups of schools, or an individual school meets or exceeds 40 percent. 

 

The school year (SY) 2023-24 lists of eligible and near-eligible LEAs and schools are now available in 

the Eligibility section of the CSDE’s CEP webpage.  

 

• List of Eligible and Near-eligible Connecticut LEAs (Districts)  

• List of Eligible and Near-eligible Connecticut Schools 

 

LEAs must formally apply for the CEP for SY 2023-24 if they are interested in participating in the 

CEP for SY 2023-24 and if they meet at least one of the following criteria: 

 

• LEAs/schools electing CEP participation for the first time;  

• LEAs/schools in the mid-cycle of CEP participation that are requesting changes to their 

currently approved ISP; 

• LEAs/schools that are currently in the fourth year of CEP participation with an ISP greater than 

or equal to 40 percent, and would like to start a new four-year cycle; and 

• LEAs/schools currently in the fourth year of CEP participation with a new, calculated ISP 

greater than or equal to 30 percent, but less than 40 percent (eligible for one “grace” year based 

on the ISP as of April 3, 2023, of the current four-year cycle).  

 

Note: LEAs and schools must notify the CSDE no later than June 1, 2023, if they intend to:  

 

• formally apply for the CEP for the next school year;  

• continue with their current ISP (for mid-cycle CEP participating LEAs and schools);  

• recalculate their ISP; or 

• withdraw from the CEP and revert to the regular meal counting and claiming process.  

 

To notify the CSDE about the LEA/school’s CEP decisions above, e-mail your CSDE school team 

member. This memo is available on the CSDE’s Operational Memoranda for School Nutrition 

Programs webpage.  
 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2023/OM11-23.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Community-Eligibility-Provision/Eligibility
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Community-Eligibility-Provision
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Annual_Notification_LEA.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CEP/CEP_Annual_Notification_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
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2023-24 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Announcement: Applications 

due June 9, 2023 

The CSDE’s FFVP Grant Announcement provides information regarding the 2023-24 FFVP grant 

opportunity. The FFVP provides funding to serve a variety of free fresh fruit and vegetable snacks to 

all children in participating schools. This grant-funded program is different from the USDA 

Foods DOD program. The goals of the FFVP are to:  

• create healthier food choices;  

• expand the variety of fruits and vegetables children experience;  

• increase children’s fruit and vegetable consumption; and  

• make a difference in children’s diets to impact their present and future health.  

 

The CSDE will accept completed applications online until close of business on June 9, 2023. For 

questions, please contact Andy Paul, Associate Education Consultant, at andrew.paul@ct.gov or 860-

807-2048.  

 

Information Session: The CSDE will conduct a one-hour information session on the FFVP 

application process on Thursday May 18, 2023, from 10:00 -11:00 a.m.  

 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 249 663 337 44  

Passcode: Qbcwso  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 860-840-2075,,843163274#   United States, Hartford  

Phone Conference ID: 843 163 274#  

 

Submission Process: The 2023-24 FFVP Applications must be completed and submitted via the 

CSDE’s Online Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System); 

therefore, applicants must have an ID and Password to access the system or must connect with a 

district staff associate with current access. The Instructions for Submitting the Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetable Program (FFVP) Grant Application describes how to enter and submit the completed 

application. Applicants must complete and upload the Application Certification form. The 

FFVP Area Eligibility List and FFVP Site Eligibility List are specific to the FFVP grant only, and will 

assist in determining which schools are potentially eligible to participate in the FFVP.  

 

FFVP Information: For information on the FFVP, visit the CSDE’s FFVP webpage. Applicants must 

review the USDA’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program Handbook prior to completing the online 

application to ensure it meets the federal guidelines.  

 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Announcement.pdf
mailto:andrew.paul@ct.gov
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGI2ODI4Y2YtYTkxOC00N2FhLWE2ZGQtZGU2MjNlZDZkODU3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220cbb8d63-cd11-4755-89ba-b3cc1481d161%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
tel:+18608402075,,843163274# 
https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Instructions.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Instructions.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Application_Certification.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Area_Eligible_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FFVP/FFVP_Site_Eligible_Schools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Fresh-Fruit-and-Vegetable-Program
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/handbook.pdf
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Reminder: 2023-24 Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement Due July 1, 2023 

All public schools that participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must submit the 

annual HFC Statement in the CSDE’s Online Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition 

Programs (CNP System) by July 1, 2023.  

 

• Review the CSDE’s Instructions for Submitting Connecticut’s Healthy Food Certification 

Statement for School Year 2023-24 for important information and specific steps for 

completing the 2023-24 HFC Statement in the CNP System. Note: The claims preparer 

must first enroll the district in the school nutrition programs for school year 2023-24 before 

one of the two authorized signers can complete the HFC application. 

 

• The HFC application requirements are summarized in Operational Memorandum No. 08-23: 

Requirements for Submitting the Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement for School 

Year 2023-24. Guidance is available in the CSDE’s recorded training module, Completing the 

Application Process for Healthy Food Certification. 

 

For additional information, visit the “Apply” section of the HFC webpage or contact Susan Fiore at 

susan.fiore@ct.gov. 

 

 

Agency Information Collection Activities: USDA Professional Standards Training 

Tracker Tool (PSTTT): Comments Due July 10, 2023 

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the USDA’s notice, Agency Information 

Collection Activities: USDA Professional Standards Training Tracker Tool (PSTTT), invites the general 

public and other public agencies to comment on this proposed information collection. This collection 

is an extension, without change, of a currently approved collection for assisting state agencies and 

school nutrition professionals in recording, tracking, and managing the required training hours for 

state and local school district nutrition professionals, in four major areas (Nutrition, Operations, 

Administration, and Communications and Marketing), to meet the requirements of the Healthy 

Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA) of 2010 Professional Standards Rule. The HHFKA (section 306) 

requires Professional Standards for state and local school district nutrition professionals. In addition 

to hiring standards, mandatory annual training is required for all individuals involved in preparing 

school meals. 

 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/App/Instructions_Submitting_Connecticut_Healthy_Food_Certification_Statement.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/App/Instructions_Submitting_Connecticut_Healthy_Food_Certification_Statement.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2023/OM08-23.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdect.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_eeAlNsyJjECdlMa&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C395357b2e1d74758d78708db468bfa70%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638181339245422713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRe1ioRW1dgYZ%2BHYEgZUEEdPCmDd7Ac7xDLSwmZGmfs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdect.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_eeAlNsyJjECdlMa&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C395357b2e1d74758d78708db468bfa70%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638181339245422713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRe1ioRW1dgYZ%2BHYEgZUEEdPCmDd7Ac7xDLSwmZGmfs%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Healthy-Food-Certification/Apply
mailto:susan.fiore@ct.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/10/2023-09890/agency-information-collection-activities-usda-professional-standards-training-tracker-tool-psttt
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/10/2023-09890/agency-information-collection-activities-usda-professional-standards-training-tracker-tool-psttt
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Need to Know 

 

USDA Foods Update on State Contracted Warehouse 

The Department of Administrative Services awarded the new Connecticut Food Distribution Program 

(FDP) contract for the warehousing and delivery of Direct Delivery USDA Foods to Hartford Provision 

Company (HPC) as of July 1, 2023. The contract will be in effect from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 

2026. The HPC contract fees are listed below. 

 

• Delivery fee for 12 cases or more: $5.29 per case 

• Cost to pick-up USDA Foods at HPC: $3.29 per case 

• Flat delivery fee for Recipient Agencies ordering less than 12 cases: $76.25 

 

The contacts for the USDA Foods contract continue to be Roger Siering, Education Segment Manager, 

860-760-3935, and Steve Cop, Education Support Specialist, 860-760-3985.  

 

The FDP team anticipates that this renewed contract with the current vendor will provide a seamless 

continuation of services for Connecticut’s USDA Foods Program. 

 

 

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Sponsors Encouraged to Attend Annual Summer Meals 

Training Webinars 

SSO sponsors are strongly encouraged to attend the CSDE’s annual Summer Meal Programs training. 

This training will be held as a series of webinars on Thursdays from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Recorded 

webinars will be available for those that cannot attend live. 

 

• May 18, 2023: Local Foods, USDA Foods, Food Safety 

• June 8, 2023: Summer Meals Outreach 

• June 22, 2023: Hold in event of USDA Updates 

 

Registration is not required for SSO sponsors. To attend each training, use the TEAMS link below. 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 273 960 499 287  

Passcode: tK8s2c  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 860-840-2075,,128618960#   United States, Hartford  

Phone Conference ID: 128 618 960#  

 

For questions about Summer Meal Programs training, please contact caroline.cooke@ct.gov. 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NzYyZDRhNmItZTVkNy00NzQ0LTgzNWYtODY3N2MyNzAxMGJk%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cfb28bd0e7f75417aa45508db558fa224%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638197847604942337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tx3cicHpe277E%2Fv2WmMvJqgMqqLhhPKG6ynoMaoMOJo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cfb28bd0e7f75417aa45508db558fa224%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638197847604942337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zA0sn6gH%2BcJGni54uiKArZOOWbU2LpOe9agr4cyl64o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cfb28bd0e7f75417aa45508db558fa224%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638197847604942337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eVvfFe%2FZDy%2F%2FOOa7FeFRIURV5avLwhsqp0KLcID9hmE%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,128618960# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2FCaroline.Cooke%40ct.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cfb28bd0e7f75417aa45508db558fa224%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638197847604942337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WXq9FRHwAS2u8olYly78ST1j4tI5o19L25QMRO%2FbHNo%3D&reserved=0
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Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 7: Milk 

Component 

This 36-minute module is the seventh in the CSDE’s What’s in a Meal training program and reviews 

the requirements and crediting information for the milk component. Topics include the required daily 

and weekly servings, allowable types of milk, requirements for fluid milk substitutes in school meals, 

serving considerations for milk, and noncreditable milk. This module also describes resources for 

guidance and training on the milk component and includes a knowledge check on milk substitutes for 

children without a disability. This module is available on the CSDE’s Meal Pattern Training for School 

Nutrition Programs webpage.  

 

 
 

 

Good to Know 

 

Tips for Offering School Meals Trays, Many Ways 

Explore the many ways to offer school lunch and breakfast trays in Team Nutrition’s School Meals 

Trays, Many Ways photo collection. This webpage also includes tips from school districts across the 

country to offer delicious and nutritious meals that students will love. 

 

 
 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/357703c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/357703c
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action for 

all qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment practice, 

education program, or educational activity 

on the basis of race; color; religious creed; 

age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal 

record in state employment, unless there 

is a bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or 

by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,  

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_05_17_2023.pdf. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/SLT_05_17_2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/SLT_05_17_2023.pdf

