The School Lunch Tray: May 3, 2023

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items
¢ Reminder: Deadline for Comment Period for the Proposed Rule: Child Nutrition Programs:
Revisions to Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans is May
10, 2023

Need to Know

e Happy School Lunch Hero Day: May 5, 2023

¢ Reminder: Join the CSDE for Table Talk on Thursday, May 4, 2023

e USDA Memo SP 13-2023: Best Practices for Contracting with Food Service Management
Companies

e USDA’s Summer Meals Site Finder Starts May 4, 2023

e Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 6: Meal Pattern
Documentation

Good to Know
e None

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk

Action Items

The School Lunch Tray: May 3, 2023

Reminder: Deadline for Comment Period for the Proposed Rule: Child Nutrition
Programs: Revisions to Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans is May 10, 2023

This is a reminder that the comment period for the Proposed Rule Child Nutrition Programs:
Revisions to Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans closes on May
10, 2023. Comments can be submitted through the Federal eRulemaking Portal, following the online
instructions for submitting comments. Instructions are also included for mail-in comments. Refer to
Section 16 of the Rule to see a summary of the rule and a full list of the questions being asked. For
more information on submitting comments, refer to the Federal Register’s resource, Tips for
Submitting Effective Comments.

As noted in the proposed rule, the USDA intends to finalize the rule in 2024. A new reference tool,
Proposed Implementation Timeline for Nutrition Standards, is now available for stakeholders to
visualize what changes may be in effect by school year. More information about the proposed rule is
available on the USDA’s Proposed Updates to the School Nutrition Standards webpage.

Celebrate School Lunch Hero Day: May 5, 2023

School Lunch Hero Day recognizes the difference that school nutrition professionals make for every
child who comes through the cafeteria. Between preparing healthy meals for America’s students,
adhering to strict nutrition standards, navigating student food allergies, and offering service with a
smile, school nutrition professionals are true heroes. School Lunch Hero Day is the perfect
opportunity to provide well-deserved recognition to these professionals for their hard work and
dedication to the health and well-being of students. Visit the School Nutrition Association’s School
Lunch Hero Day webpage for more information.
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May 5, 2023
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https://www.regulations.gov/document/FNS-2022-0043-52985
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-regulations-faq/pdf/Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-regulations-faq/pdf/Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/proposed-nutrition-standards-implementation-timeline
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Fproposed-updates-school-nutrition-standards&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cfdf3cf231ec7413773aa08db4bdaca22%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638187175726880891%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mjcA150z%2BIsVRx0YLZjO97CxS1afJl6rfx1NCeryPnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/school-lunch-hero-day/
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/school-lunch-hero-day/

Need to Know

The School Lunch Tray: May 3, 2023

Reminder: Join the CSDE for Table Talk on Thursday, May 4, 2023

Join the CSDE for Table Talk on Thursday, May 4, 2023, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. Table Talk will review
pertinent information from the School Lunch Tray newsletters. To submit questions in advance, visit
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 5px5YKVBAQNQZDo.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 225 336 668 44
Passcode: muTuBy
Download Teams | Join on the web

Or call in (audio only)

+1 860-840-2075,,327687577# United States, Hartford
Phone Conference ID: 327 687 577#

Find a local number | Reset PIN

Learn More | Meeting options

USDA Memo SP 13-2023: Best Practices for Contracting with Food Service Management
Companies

On April 21, 2023, the USDA released USDA Memo SP 13-2023: Best Practices for Contracting with
Food Service Management Companies. This memorandum provides procurement-related technical
assistance and information for school food authorities to consider when entering into and executing
contracts with food service management companies.

USDA’s Summer Meals Site Finder Starts May 4, 2023

The USDA’s Meals for Kids Site Finder (Summer Site Finder) for will go live for the 2023 summer
season on May 4, 2023. Families can use this tool to find directions to nearby meal sites, as well as
their hours of operation and contact information. The map will be refreshed and published weekly.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdect.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5px5YKVBdQNQZD0&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pMvfXTsQOomwAj5wavrbraxNU46dUUm2ppl2BPIFE60%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E16enpxyeNXlZzfnWA%2FdXcRldERcPbLQ5QzngCsyvAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mEk%2F6WhO3Ja0l1yXQZc8nzP7sRXLEuy%2BGSNTN7uRBHI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FhGITyvZXczlQlx6utcRm7O366d3Olzf%2FfNLb2R6Gg4%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,327687577# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D327687577&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2B1j24GBQHzFLkSIpGonumpTUEBlHTXLS7pFkPHcSAM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4NdjloCYP38gHejgBU%2B5p5C5kmRdvcTwgjRnRB7xdow%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e9WzKehOTHUZ041%2FwzGBy5a78lSjazRXBLIIwRqiMfc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_ZDFmNTRmNmYtZGQxOS00NThjLTk5NjAtMDI3ZTJmMGIzNmFj%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C96c180f13d934c6ba29908db360041c5%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638163146955535302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AMrLL6mVpjvu46Sni9mg0sSKTs%2B3S1Ne9Pt3bGKbydY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fns.usda.gov/resource/best-practices-contracting-food-service-management-companies
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids

The School Lunch Tray: May 3, 2023

Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 6: Meal
Pattern Documentation

This module is the sixth in the CSDE’s What’s in a Meal training program. Module 6 reviews the meal
pattern documentation requirements for school meals. Topics include menus, production records,
standardized recipes, and crediting documentation for commercial processed foods, i.e., Child
Nutrition (CN) labels and product formulation statements (PFS), and the USDA’s Food Buying Guide
for Child Nutrition Programs. This module also describes resources for guidance and training on meal
pattern documentation and includes a knowledge check on how to review the creditable ingredients in
a PFS. This module is available on the CSDE’s Meal Pattern Training for School Nutrition Programs
webpage.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials

The School Lunch Tray: May 3, 2023

CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SLT_05_03_2023.pdf.

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or
contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State
Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nuttition/SLT/2023/

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must
be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for
all qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment practice,
education program, or educational activity
on the basis of race; color; religious creed,;
age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation;
workplace hazards to reproductive
systems, gender identity or expression;
marital status; national origin; ancestry;
retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coercion, intellectual
disability; genetic information; learning
disability; physical disability (including,
but not limited to, blindness); mental
disability (past/present history thereof);
military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal
record in state employment, unless there
is a bona fide occupational qualification
excluding persons in any of the
aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State
Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be
directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco,
Connecticut State Department of
Education, by mail 450 Columbus
Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or
by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email
louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_05_03_2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_05_03_2023.pdf

