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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• Reminder: Comments Due May 8, 2023, for USDA’s Proposed Rule: Child Nutrition 

Programs: Community Eligibility Provision – Increasing Options for Schools 

• Reminder: Comments Due May 10, 2023, for USDA’s Proposed Rule: Revision to Meal 

Patterns Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guideline for Americans  

 

Need to Know 

• Reminder: Buy American Requirement 

• Graham Crackers and Animal Crackers Cannot Be Served with Daily Lunch Choices for Grades 

K-12 

• USDA Webinar Recording Available: Child Nutrition Programs: Community Eligibility 

Provision – Increasing Options for Schools Proposed Rule 

• Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 3: National School 

Lunch Program (NSLP) Meal Pattern 

 

Good to Know 

• Request for Applications: Healthy Meals Incentives Grants for Small and/or Rural School Food 

Authorities (SFAs) 

 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

 

Reminder: Comments Due May 8, 2023, for USDA’s Proposed Rule: Child Nutrition 

Programs: Community Eligibility Provision – Increasing Options for Schools 

Comments on the USDA’s proposed rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Community Eligibility Provision 

– Increasing Options for Schools, must be submitted by May 8, 2023. Visit the USDA’s Community 

Eligibility Provision webpage for more information.  

 

 

Reminder: Comments Due May 10, 2023, for USDA’s Proposed Rule: Revision to Meal 

Patterns Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guideline for Americans  

Comments on the USDA’s proposed rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Revision to Meal Patterns 

Consistent with the 2020 Dietary Guideline for Americans,” must be submitted by May 10, 2023. 

Visit the USDA’s webpage, Proposed Updates to the School Nutrition Standard, for more information, 

webinar recordings, comparison charts, and timelines. 

 

 
 

 

Need to Know 

 

Reminder: Buy American Requirement 

The CSDE reminds school food authorities (SFAs) that the Buy American Justification Form must be 

used when, on those rare occasions, SFAs find it necessary to purchase non-domestic products. 

During recent administrative reviews of the school nutrition programs, the CSDE has observed that 

many SFAs do not have a Buy American Justification form for 4-ounce juices. While the box may not 

indicate the sources of the juice, the 4-ounce individual cartons often do, and the label may indicate 

that the juices are from a variety of foreign countries. Make sure to review all products to determine if 

a Buy American Justification form is required. 

 

The Buy American requirements for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) are summarized in 

USDA Memo SP 38-2017: Compliance with and Enforcement of the Buy American Provision in the 

NSLP. For additional resources, visit the “Buy American Provision” section of the CSDE’s 

Procurement for School Nutrition Programs webpage. 

 

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-032323&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BeI%2FAJE6ezInWjGRVn8tljSc3VZib04LMVX3akQzo8I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-032323&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BeI%2FAJE6ezInWjGRVn8tljSc3VZib04LMVX3akQzo8I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Fcommunity-eligibility-provision&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L2hP%2BQcNmtABEB8D0sZP7OG8huvSiKsnFx%2Fiok5i8IQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Fcommunity-eligibility-provision&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L2hP%2BQcNmtABEB8D0sZP7OG8huvSiKsnFx%2Fiok5i8IQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2Fdocument%2FFNS-2022-0043-0001&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y2QGbA7HRInJrwFOsqF%2FkCQGnHw3r5diRZ2BENo8t0w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2Fdocument%2FFNS-2022-0043-0001&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y2QGbA7HRInJrwFOsqF%2FkCQGnHw3r5diRZ2BENo8t0w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Fproposed-updates-school-nutrition-standards&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Ce56a442fc1c74a32b25808db307ee14a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638157093730639762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ewVBIaXxsnqPxuu6WOUyz8ronrkE7SS0CEK8xEsWDVg%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Procure/Buy_American_Form.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fschool-meals%2Fcompliance-enforcement-buy-american&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C7ba97fd7382b4fb6e9f208da43f48ff7%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637897014914310873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rkhp2kkR65TicKcNJWzRViuCTZTsRAYToH2tAiyPzA8%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Procurement-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/Documents#BuyAmerican
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Graham Crackers and Animal Crackers Cannot Be Served with Daily Lunch Choices for 

Grades K-12 

Graham crackers and animal crackers are grain-based desserts. The weekly total of all grain-based 

desserts offered in the NSLP cannot exceed 2 ounce equivalents. For example, the lunch menu may 

include a 2-ounce equivalent grain-based dessert once per week or a 1-ounce equivalent grain-based 

dessert twice per week. 

 

SFAs cannot offer graham crackers, animal crackers, or any other grain-based desserts as the grains 

component of a daily lunch choice because this exceeds the weekly limit. For example, a daily lunch 

choice that includes 2 ounce equivalents of graham crackers equals 10 ounce equivalents of grain-

based desserts over the week, which exceeds the weekly limit of 2 ounce equivalents. For more 

information on the restrictions for grain-based desserts, refer the CSDE’s resource, Crediting Grain-

based Desserts for Grades K-12 in the School Nutrition Programs. 

 

 

USDA Webinar Recording Available: Child Nutrition Programs: Community Eligibility 

Provision – Increasing Options for Schools Proposed Rule 

The USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) webinar recording, “Child Nutrition Programs: 

Community Eligibility Provision – Increasing Options for Schools Proposed Rule,” and presentation 

slides are now available on the their website, Proposed Rule: Community Eligibility Provision – 

Increasing Options for Schools Webinar.  

 

 

Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Training Program: What’s in a Meal Module 3: National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) Meal Pattern 

This 15-minute module is the third in the CSDE’s What’s in a Meal training program. Module 3 

reviews the lunch meal pattern requirements (including the daily and weekly servings of each food 

component, the weekly requirements for vegetable subgroups and whole grain-rich (WGR) foods, the 

weekly limits for grain-based desserts and juice, and the weekly dietary specifications) and describes 

resources for guidance and training on the NSLP meal pattern. This module is available on the CSDE’s 

Meal Pattern Training for School Nutrition Programs webpage.  

 

 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Crediting/Credit_Grain_Based_Desserts_grades-K-12_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Crediting/Credit_Grain_Based_Desserts_grades-K-12_SNP.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/proposed-rule-cep-increasing-options-schools-webinar
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/proposed-rule-cep-increasing-options-schools-webinar
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Meal-Pattern-Training-Materials
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Good to Know 

 

Request for Applications: Healthy Meals Incentives Grants for Small and/or Rural 

School Food Authorities (SFAs) 

As part of a cooperative agreement to develop and implement the USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s 

(FNS) Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative, Action for Healthy Kids is offering competitive grants (up 

to $150,000 per SFA) for small and/or rural SFAs to support efforts to improve the nutritional quality 

of their school meals. The deadline for submitting a grant application is 5:00 p.m. on May 26, 2023. 

 

Eligibility Criteria: 

• SFA must participate in the National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program. 

• SFA must meet the following definitions of small and/or rural:  

o Small SFA: SFA with an enrollment of less than or equal to 5,000 students. 

o Rural SFA: The majority of students within the SFA are enrolled in a rural school as 

defined by a locality code of 41, 42, or 43, according to the National Center for 

Education Statistics online tool.  

 

The Healthy Meals Incentives Grants for small and/or rural SFAs are a key part of USDA FNS’ 

Healthy Meals Incentives Initiative, which was established to improve the nutritional quality of school 

meals through food systems transformation, school food authority recognition and technical 

assistance, the generation and sharing of innovative ideas and tested practices, and grants. 

 

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcnp%2Fhealthy-meals-incentives&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5ef05f647d164f1be00a08db39fbd6db%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638167526040665821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zCEBQXpge4LteMFvLtWTZByhje1tI7qNEkzcrqN1Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthymealsincentives.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5ef05f647d164f1be00a08db39fbd6db%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638167526040665821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aQBDoXtXbAaZYlfqFFmXY4M4g79%2FrVjNi8EjpqdgghM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnces.ed.gov%2Fprograms%2Fedge%2FGeographic%2FLocaleBoundaries&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5ef05f647d164f1be00a08db39fbd6db%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638167526040665821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nf593qHLRlKTuVufyEwriOK2k9ejfhQopLCghciGy20%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnces.ed.gov%2Fprograms%2Fedge%2FGeographic%2FLocaleBoundaries&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5ef05f647d164f1be00a08db39fbd6db%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638167526040665821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nf593qHLRlKTuVufyEwriOK2k9ejfhQopLCghciGy20%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcnp%2Fhealthy-meals-incentives&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C5ef05f647d164f1be00a08db39fbd6db%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638167526040665821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4zCEBQXpge4LteMFvLtWTZByhje1tI7qNEkzcrqN1Fk%3D&reserved=0
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action for 

all qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment practice, 

education program, or educational activity 

on the basis of race; color; religious creed; 

age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal 

record in state employment, unless there 

is a bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or 

by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email 

louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs,  

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_04_12_2023.pdf. 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:louis.todisco@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_04_12_2023.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/‌SLT_04_12_2023.pdf

