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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below. 

 

Action Items 

• School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition (SMART) Funds 2.0 Opt-in Survey Due 

February 24, 2023 

• Survey about Events for National School Breakfast Week: March 6-10, 2023: Due February 28, 

2023 

 

Need to Know 

• Revised Link for USDA’s Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form 

• Where to Find USDA Foods in Schools Product Information 

• Resource Roundup: Key Information for Connecticut School Business Officials about School 

Nutrition Programs 

 
Good to Know 

• New Feature Alert for USDA’s Professional Standards Training Tracker Tool 

• Lessons That Matter: Strategies to Translate Pandemic-Era School Meal Innovations to 

Common Practice 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

 

School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition (SMART) Funds 2.0 Opt-in Survey Due 

February 24, 2023 

Pursuant to House Bill (HB) 6671, an additional $60 million of federal American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funds was allocated to the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) for the Free 

School Meals for Children grant, which is referred to as SMART funds 2.0. Beginning March 1, 2023, 

the additional funding will allow eligible school food authorities (SFAs) operating the NSLP and SBP 

to offer meals at no cost to students for the remainder of school year (SY) 2022-23. 

 

SFAs electing to receive these funds must notify the CSDE of their intent to accept these funds by 

completing the SMART Funds 2.0 Opt-In Survey by February 24, 2023. Please refer to Operational 

Memorandum No. 06-23: School Meals Assistance Revenue for Transition (SMART) Funds 2.0 for 

important information. Note that the Operational Memorandum includes Attachment 1: School Meals 

Assistance Revenue for Transition (SMART) Funds 2.0: Questions and Answers for School Food 

Authorities. 

 

Questions may be directed to your school nutrition team member. 

 

SMART Funds 2.0 Information Session: Friday, February 24, 2023 

Date: February 24, 2023 

Time: 1:00-1:30 p.m.  

Platform: Microsoft TEAMS (use log in information below, you do not need a Microsoft account to 

join)  

 

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 242 748 968 542  

Passcode: 9tSTjj  

 

Download Teams | Join on the web 

 

Or call in (audio only)  

+1 860-840-2075,,934864166#   United States, Hartford  

Phone Conference ID: 934 864 166#  

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

Learn More | Meeting options  

 

 
  

https://forms.office.com/g/GY5k8c9AKW
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2023/OM06-23.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2023/OM06-23.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNstaff/countyassign.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NmUyZmRlZjEtNWJiYy00YTFmLWFhZGYtMDljYjAwMTBkNWUz%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x0yPGwCHbb1ZLdn%2B90kNP3Av6NQ9KJq0uSFKWGeBbKY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fdownload-app&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ItGoEzJ1wmlRQO7N6b3PCQ6QBkotCZ2muoZ6P5c3drE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fmicrosoft-teams%2Fjoin-a-meeting&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6IT%2F2eYf2mY0xUfaIs7kNAdcy%2Bk3HL51C5RkmDVvRrc%3D&reserved=0
tel:+18608402075,,934864166# 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fd421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba%3Fid%3D934864166&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Udk4KdtvpoTS7zCQL8RlnDzJRBS4qtDWuUc6XRRfp%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2Fusp%2Fpstnconferencing&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=STwZzHdaJGOM8DwaysOwMN48NclT2xlbF9ohmhoBvGU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N0BYEvhJv9qOvy7Q1uINhgxVLtGIF6qCvLSMP3H9fXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3Dc77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%26tenantId%3D118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%26threadId%3D19_meeting_NmUyZmRlZjEtNWJiYy00YTFmLWFhZGYtMDljYjAwMTBkNWUz%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C55b5b636fb5048217bca08db14e6cc69%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638126753729042038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BsK4obMEVZBg1ygay1g9Otrk%2Fo9K4Q4OmE4wiQHst0U%3D&reserved=0
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Survey about Events for National School Breakfast Week: March 6-10, 2023: Due 

February 27, 2023 

The CSDE is looking for schools that are conducting special events to promote National School 

Breakfast Week during March 6-10, 2023. The USDA Northeast Regional Office (NERO) would like to 

attend some local events. Please compete this brief survey to provide information about your National 

School Breakfast Week event by Monday, February 27, 2023. 

 

 
 

 

Need to Know 

 

Revised Link for USDA’s Form AD-3027: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 

Form 

On May 5, 2022, the USDA Food and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) Civil Rights Division issued a 

memorandum informing FNS program recipients that the prohibition of discrimination based on sex 

in Title IX and the Food and Nutrition Act includes gender identity and sexual orientation. The 

changes impacted the USDA nondiscrimination statement (NDS) and the And Justice for All (AJFA) 

posters. For more information, refer to “Revised USDA Nondiscrimination Statement and “And 

Justice for All” Posters” in the School Lunch Tray from July 6, 2022. 

 

• The USDA’s 2022 nondiscrimination statement (NDS) includes a link to Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form. The USDA has updated this link. The 

previous content of the 2022 USDA NDS remains unchanged.  

• The complete USDA NDS including the updated link is available on the CSDE’s 

Nondiscrimination Statements webpage. The USDA NDS statement is available in Spanish and 

many other languages on the USDA FNS Nondiscrimination Statement webpage.  

• The CSDE reminds school food authorities (SFAs) that all documents, pamphlets, websites, 

and similar materials should be updated with the 2022 USDA NDS, including the correct link 

for Form AD-3027.  

 

The CSDE is working to update the USDA NDS on all CSDE publications and resources for Child 

Nutrition Programs. 

 

 

Where to Find USDA Foods in Schools Product Information 

The USDA has four main resources to help schools find information about USDA Foods.  

 

1. The USDA Foods Available List is updated each year in December/January and includes every 

food item available for purchase for the following school year. This list contains basic 

information such as the Web-Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM) material code and 

description, food group where the food item belongs, form (i.e., canned, frozen, dried, fresh), 

pack size, and if the material is a whole grain or has a commercial Kosher certification. 

https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1GPMDnCXOdQsK34
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/SLT_07_06_2022.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Nondiscrimination-Statements
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcr%2Ffns-nondiscrimination-statement&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C4380e09600de439eb3ed08da5f6bb58d%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637927213467688962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4LD4uqsFOy7KOFlRRpuO4%2BjrFqXKxhnVktPWKhIXauk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTcuNzE3NTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdXNkYS1maXMvdXNkYS1mb29kcy1hdmFpbGFibGUifQ.ibRv18aKgMdxBnUJ4PJ8KdpvwjTdkwmIlurxUwtcY_s%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F154692019953-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C274859efb05b4527936008db1103c047%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638122480393402926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R6I2jEvvstqhoXzITZjWXp%2FONvfHq3sX%2FNa746mY2%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
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2. The USDA Foods in Schools Product Information Sheets are organized by food group and can 

be identified by their USDA Foods Description and WBSCM material code. These are useful for 

menu planning as they provide a more detailed product description, crediting and nutrition 

information, case yield, and culinary tips and recipes. The Product Information Sheets are 

more detailed than the USDA Foods Available List, but less detailed and technical than the 

product specification. The Product Information Sheets are expected to be phased out by 

December 2023 and replaced by the USDA Foods Database. 

 

3. Product Specifications can be found on the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) website. 

Products can be searched by food type (e.g., fruits, vegetables, eggs, chicken, dairy) and form. 

Each product specification contains detailed information such as defined serving sizes, limits 

on specific nutrients, ingredients that are included or restricted, which commercial kosher 

certifications a product may have, or if a product is raw or cooked. 

 

4. The USDA Foods Database provides access to vendor-specific nutrition, allergen, and 

ingredient information for direct delivered USDA Foods for Child Nutrition Programs. 

Products can be searched by food category and WBSCM material code. The USDA Foods 

Database has similar information to the Product Information Sheets but also includes nutrient, 

allergen, ingredient, and certification information unique to each vendor that supplies a 

particular USDA Foods product. The USDA Foods Database will replace the Product 

Information Sheets when they are phased out. 

 

Links to these resources are also available from the CSDE’s Food Distribution Program (USDA Foods) 

webpage.  

 

 

Resource Roundup: Key Information for Connecticut School Business Officials about 

School Nutrition Programs 

Looking for an overview of the information that business official need to know about the school 

nutrition programs? The CSDE’s resource, Key Information for Connecticut School Business Officials 

about School Nutrition Programs, can help. This document provides an overview of important 

information and key resources for Connecticut school business officials regarding the oversight of the 

USDA’s school nutrition programs operated by the district’s school food authority (SFA). Please share 

this information with your school business officials. 

 

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTcuNzE3NTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdXNkYS1maXMvdXNkYS1mb29kcy1wcm9kdWN0LWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLXNoZWV0cyJ9.WViTp-Y2XsTAlRw5Qai9_yCB0yU82JJ_xbOxTyPjttw%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F154692019953-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C274859efb05b4527936008db1103c047%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638122480393402926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4trT%2BPz%2FcRmrVx4xbOpPekIwHNiPPjWGqtZm5c6z2hA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTcuNzE3NTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hbXMudXNkYS5nb3Yvc2VsbGluZy1mb29kL3Byb2R1Y3Qtc3BlY3MifQ.-cECjqAMsvqzLhTqTzlr_csRulTjmu0q9jiSE0edyP4%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F154692019953-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C274859efb05b4527936008db1103c047%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638122480393402926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2FnfrrV%2BBztCSU7yRHmqCtWbCv%2FnPCmUT002wl8SCF4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTcuNzE3NTk2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3YvdXNkYS1maXMvdXNkYS1mb29kcy1kYXRhYmFzZSJ9.U9uxL-EHzYP6cesqbFN18dcGR_UejTOaZsIqOSXUNOY%2Fs%2F1119168674%2Fbr%2F154692019953-l&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7C274859efb05b4527936008db1103c047%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638122480393402926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hMEFaDM4m5xTsMvrEXiDc0%2F%2FnEdEEss8zcKYE3E9R78%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Distribution-Program-USDA-Foods
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/School_Business_Officials_Information.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/School_Business_Officials_Information.pdf


 

 The School Lunch Tray: February 22, 2023 
 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 5 of 6 

Good to Know 

 

New Feature Alert for USDA’s Professional Standards Training Tracker Tool 

New capabilities for director and manager users are now available on the USDA’s Professional 

Standards Training Tracker Tool (PSTTT). The “View Employee List” and “Search Employees” pages 

under the “Employees” menu are now one page. The “View Employees” page which has a search 

function, now has the option to hide inactive employees from view. Users have the capability to filter 

the list of employees by school year and assigned school. The option to hide inactive employees is also 

available on the “Log Training” page. 

 

For additional information about the PSTTT, refer to the USDA’s recorded webinars linked at the 

bottom of the Professional Standards Resources webpage. Additional help for using the PSTTT, such 

as the user guide and training videos, can be found under the “Help” menu. Please contact 

cnpntab@usda.gov for further assistance with the PSTTT. 

 

 

Lessons That Matter: Strategies to Translate Pandemic-Era School Meal Innovations to 

Common Practice 

Share Our Strength  recently released a new report, Lessons That Matter | Strategies to Translate 

Pandemic-Era School Meal Innovations to Common Practice, which identifies lessons learned by child 

nutrition program staff operating school meal programs during the pandemic. This report translates 

those lessons learned into practice and policy recommendations for stakeholders at the national, state, 

and local level to understand what school meal program staff learned during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpstrainingtracker.fns.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cde4ee3c6d06344e8cd3508db1027b990%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638121535024310007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qsiyo671P1K0%2FZwSTUhOHxfYIl4xy8kNQza%2BLMughOM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpstrainingtracker.fns.usda.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.fiore%40ct.gov%7Cde4ee3c6d06344e8cd3508db1027b990%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638121535024310007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qsiyo671P1K0%2FZwSTUhOHxfYIl4xy8kNQza%2BLMughOM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/professional-standards-resources
mailto:cnpntab@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbestpractices.nokidhungry.org%2Fresource%2Flessons-matter-strategies-translate-pandemic-era-school-meal-innovations-common-practice&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cde346ed326f141e3497008db0f818485%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638120822124772083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2FqAUL6bLY4kmdiH%2Bm3ccKFny%2FTbbxoa4eywZi9bRQw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbestpractices.nokidhungry.org%2Fresource%2Flessons-matter-strategies-translate-pandemic-era-school-meal-innovations-common-practice&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7Cde346ed326f141e3497008db0f818485%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638120822124772083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2FqAUL6bLY4kmdiH%2Bm3ccKFny%2FTbbxoa4eywZi9bRQw%3D&reserved=0
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 

identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 

should contact the responsible state or local agency that 

administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant 

should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-

3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or 

by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 

the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a 

written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil 

rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 

be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

equal opportunity/affirmative action for 

all qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment 

practice, education program, or 

educational activity on the basis of race; 

color; religious creed; age; sex; 

pregnancy; sexual orientation; 

workplace hazards to reproductive 

systems, gender identity or expression; 

marital status; national origin; ancestry; 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, intellectual 

disability; genetic information; learning 

disability; physical disability (including, 

but not limited to, blindness); mental 

disability (past/present history thereof); 

military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal 

record in state employment, unless 

there is a bona fide occupational 

qualification excluding persons in any of 

the aforementioned protected classes. 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut 

State Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, 

Connecticut State Department of 

Education, by mail 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; 

or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by 

email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or 

contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, School Health, Nutrition and Family Services, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_02_22_2023.pdf. 
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