The School Lunch Tray: January 11, 2023

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items
e None

Need to Know

¢ Reminder: Plan to Reduce Excess Operating Balance Must be Submitted Using the CSDE’s
Form

e USDA Foods Update: Foods Available List for School Year 2023-24
e USDA Fall 2022 Regulatory Agenda Published
e Resource Roundup: Noncreditable Foods for the School Nutrition Programs

Good to Know
e New USDA Web Quiz: Test Your Knowledge About Whole Grains

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk

Need to Know
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Reminder: Plan to Reduce Excess Operating Balance Must be Submitted Using the
CSDE’s Form

School food authorities (SFAs) that exceed three months’ average expenditures must submit a Plan for
Reducing Excess Operating Balance to the CSDE to indicate how the excess balance will be spent to
maintain the SFA’s nonprofit status. Expenditures must make improvements to the USDA school
nutrition programs such as improving food quality and replacing or purchasing necessary equipment.

This plan is submitted as part of the SFA’s annual Financial Report and must be on the CSDE’s
form, Plan for Reducing Excess Operating Balance. For detailed instructions, refer to the CSDE’s
Instructions for Completing the Plan to Reduce Excess Operating Balance.

USDA Foods Update: Foods Available List for School Year 2023-24

Please review the USDA’s Foods Available List for the upcoming 2023-24 school year. A summary of
changes is below. Contact the Food Distribution Team with any requests to add or remove any items
from the catalog for next year’s orders.

New Items
e 111643 — Cherries, Tart, Dried, Individual Portion — 250/1.36 oz bag

Cherries, Tart, Dried, Individual Portion

*WBSCM ID: 111643
*250/1.36 oz bag

*21.25 |b. case

* 1,584 cases per truck
*Estimated price/case: $122.83

* Crediting: % cup fruit in NSLP
and CACFP. % cup in SFSP and the
Afterschool Snack Program.

Items Removed
This item has been temporarily removed due to insufficient quantities and supply chain issues.
e 111100 — Cereal, Oat Circles, Bowls — 96/1 0z bowls

This item has been temporarily removed due to vendor capacity and quality issues.
¢ 100195 — Tuna, Chunk Light, Canned (K) — 6/66.5 oz can

These items have been removed due to low order volumes or changes in processor needs.
e 100236 — Cherries, Tart, Pitted, Unsweetened, Frozen (IQF) — 12/2.5 Ib. bag
e 100397 — Peanut Butter, Smooth - 500 Ib. drum
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Plan_Reduce_Excess_Operating_Balance_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Plan_Reduce_Excess_Operating_Balance_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Plan_Reduce_Excess_Operating_Balance_SNP.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/FinancialManagement/Plan_Reduce_Excess_Operating_Balance_SNP_Instructions.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fusda-fis%2Fusda-foods-available&data=05%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C25c595c843f74079937108daf3280559%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C638089650465584256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KqpteE2zi56tVLql5GJkaGV1207nNribT%2BVkrAdK0XA%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Distribution-Program-USDA-Foods/Contact
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USDA Fall 2022 Regulatory Agenda Published

The Biden Administration’s Unified Regulatory Agenda reports on the regulatory actions that
administrative agencies plan to issue in the near and long term. On January 4, 2023, the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs released the Fall 2022 Regulatory Agenda. The USDA’s Agency
Rule List is available at Agency Rule List - Fall 2022 (reginfo.gov).

Of note, the following Child Nutrition Program rules are included on the current Regulatory Agenda:

e Proposed Rule — Community Eligibility Provision: Increasing Options for Schools

e Proposed Rule — Child Nutrition Programs: Revisions to Meal Patterns Consistent With the
2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans

e Proposed Rule — Implementing Provisions from the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization
Act of 2004: Seamless Summer Option for Schools Participating in the National School Lunch
Program

e Proposed Rule — Serious Deficiency Process in the Child and Adult Care Food Program and the
Summer Food Service Program

e Final Rule — Child Nutrition Program Integrity

The proposed rule, Community Eligibility Provision: Increasing Options for Schools, is appearing on
the Regulatory Agenda for the first time. This rule would propose to lower the minimum participation
threshold for Community Eligibility Provision elections. This does not impact the 1.6 percent
multiplier for calculating the claiming percentage. Since this is a proposed rule, no changes would be
in effect for school year 2023-24. An abstract of this rule and the other forthcoming Child Nutrition
Program rules can be found at the link above.

Resource Roundup: Noncreditable Foods for the School Nutrition Programs

True or false: Egg whites, reduced fat (2%) milk, bacon (pork), cream cheese, and fruit leathers are
examples of noncreditable foods. The answer is true!

Noncreditable foods are foods and beverages that cannot credit in USDA’s meal patterns for Child
Nutrition Programs because they 1) do not belong to the meal pattern components; or 2) are served in
amounts too small to credit. For more information on noncreditable foods, refer to the applicable
CSDE resource for each school nutrition program.

e Noncreditable Foods for Grades K-12 in the NSLP and SBP
e Noncreditable Foods for Preschoolers in the NSLP and SBP
e Noncreditable Foods for Grades K-12 in the Afterschool Snack Program
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Crediting/Noncreditable_Foods_SNP_grades_K-12.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Crediting/Noncreditable_Foods_SNP_preschool.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/ASP/Noncreditable_Foods_ASP_grades_K-12.pdf
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Good to Know

New USDA Web Quiz: Test Your Knowledge About Whole Grains

The USDA recently released a new web quiz on whole grains. This 10-question quiz is a fun way to
reinforce information found in the updated Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs, Whole
Grain Resource for the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs, and Dietary Guidelines for
Americans. It can be used for a self-paced knowledge assessment, or at trainings or other nutrition
events as a fun and engaging learning activity.

More USDA web quizzes are available on the Team Nutrition website.
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/quiz/whole-grains-quiz
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/food-buying-guide-for-child-nutrition-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/whole-grain-resource-national-school-lunch-and-breakfast-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/whole-grain-resource-national-school-lunch-and-breakfast-programs
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/quizzes
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CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

This document is available at https://pottal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2023/

SLT_01_11_2023.pdf.

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or
contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State
Department of Education, School Health, Nutrition and Family Setvices,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or

retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language),
should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-
3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or
by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil
rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must
be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake(@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for
all qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment
practice, education program, or
educational activity on the basis of race;
color; religious creed; age; sex;
pregnancy; sexual orientation;
workplace hazards to reproductive
systems, gender identity or expression;
marital status; national origin; ancestry;
retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coercion, intellectual
disability; genetic information; learning
disability; physical disability (including,
but not limited to, blindness); mental
disability (past/ptesent history thereof);
military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal
record in state employment, unless
there is a bona fide occupational
qualification excluding persons in any of
the aforementioned protected classes.
Inquities regarding the Connecticut
State Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be
directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco,
Connecticut State Department of
Education, by mail 450 Columbus
Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841;
or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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