The School Lunch Tray: June 8, 2022

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items

e Reminder: First Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Triennial Assessment Due June 30,
2022

Need to Know
e Operational Memorandum No. 09-22: State Severe Need School Breakfast Program Grant for
School Year 2021-22
e USDA Announces Food System Transformation Framework
e Summer Meals Outreach Materials from End Hunger CT!
¢ Reminder: Table Talk Tomorrow, Thursday, June 9, 2022

¢ Resource Roundup: CSDE’s Eligibility for Free and Reduced-price Meals and Milk in School
Nutrition Programs Webpage

Good to Know
¢ Nutrition Security in Action: A New Blog Series from USDA
e Free USDA Nutrition Education Resources: Summer Food, Summer Moves

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.

FDP
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Action Items

Reminder: First Local School Wellness Policy (LSWP) Triennial Assessment Due June
30, 2022

The USDA'’s final rule, Local School Wellness Policy Implementation Under the HHFKA of 2010,
requires that each local educational agency (LEA) participating in the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) must complete an assessment of their LSWP at least
once every three years. LEAs must complete the first LSWP assessment by June 30, 2022, and make
this assessment available to the public. For guidance on the steps and resources to complete this
requirement, visit the “What’s Next” section of the CSDE’s School Wellness Policies webpage.

Need to Know

Operational Memorandum No. 09-22: State Severe Need School Breakfast Program
Grant for School Year 2021-22

The CSDE’s Operational Memorandum No. 09-22 outlines the criteria for payment of the State Severe
Need School Breakfast Program Grant and includes the list of school food authorities (SFAs) with sites
that qualify for this grant. SFAs will receive approximately $2,649 per eligible sites. For questions
about this information, please contact Susan Alston at Susan.Alston@ct.gov.

USDA Announces Food System Transformation Framework

On June 1, 2022, the USDA announced details of a framework to transform the food system to benefit
consumers, producers, and rural communities by providing more options, increasing access, and
creating new, more, and better markets for small and mid-size producers. This announcement builds
on lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions caused by Russia’s war
in Ukraine. It also provides additional details on the June 2021 announcement to strengthen critical
supply chains and address longstanding structural challenges that were revealed and intensified by the
pandemic. For more information, refer to the USDA’s Food System Transformation press release.

Summer Meals Outreach Materials from End Hunger CT!

Summer Meals Outreach Materials are available for ordering from End Hunger CT! (EHC!). All
outreach materials are free, available in Spanish and English, and come in multiple sizes. These
materials feature the new No Kid Hungry texting hotline number.

Please complete the order form by 6 p.m. on Monday, June 13, 2022, to allow EHC! time for
processing. Multiple pick-up dates and times are available. EHC! can also mail orders if needed.
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Reminder: Table Talk Tomorrow, Thursday, June 9, 2022

Join the CSDE’s school nutrition programs staff for Table Talk on June 9, 2022, from 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Table Talk will review pertinent information from the School Lunch Tray newsletters for June 1 and 8.
To submit questions in advance, visit

https://sdect.coi.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 5px5YKVBdQNQZDo.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 860-840-2075.,339267402# United States, Hartford

Phone Conference ID: 339 267 402#
Find a local number | Reset PIN
Learn More | Meeting options

Resource Roundup: CSDFE’s Eligibility for Free and Reduced-price Meals and Milk in
School Nutrition Programs Webpage

The Eligibility for Free and Reduced-price Meals and Milk in School Nutrition Programs webpage is
your go-to source for information about processing free and reduced-price applications. This webpage
includes information on many topics, such as disclosure release requests, limited English proficiency,
free and reduced-price application forms, the USDA’s Eligibility Manual for School Meals, and
income guidelines.

As a reminder, the CSDE’s updated free and reduced-price application forms for school year (SY)
2022-23 are now available in the “Documents/Forms” section. Note: Not all forms are updated for SY
2022-23. The Spanish versions will be updated as soon as the USDA issues the new Spanish
nondiscrimination statement.
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Good to Know
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Nutrition Security in Action: A New Blog Series from USDA

Nutrition security builds on ongoing efforts to address food insecurity, focusing on how the foods we
have access to and eat support overall health. Across the country, efforts are underway in partnership
with local organizations and stakeholder groups to enhance nutrition security for families. The USDA
is launching a nutrition security blog series to help tell those stories. Starting next week, the USDA will
highlight activities supporting the four pillars of nutrition security:

e Meaningful support

o Healthy food
e Collaborative action

e Equitable systems

More information on the USDA’s activities is available in USDA Actions on Nutrition Security

Free USDA Nutrition Education Resources: Summer Food, Summer Moves

Program operators and sponsoring organizations that participate in the USDA’s Child Nutrition
Programs can request free printed copies of Team Nutrition’s Summer Food, Summer Moves
Resources:

e Placemat [English/Spanish]

e Poster Set [English/Spanish]

e Resource Kit [English] [Spanish]
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CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, or
contact the school nutrition programs staff at the Connecticut State
Department of Education, School Health, Nutrition and Family Services,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

This document is available at https://pottal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrtition/SLT/2022/

SLT_06_08_2022.pdf.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including
gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages
other than English. Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication to obtain program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American
Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local
agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant
should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-
0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by
calling (860) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to
USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name,
address, telephone number, and a written description of the
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature
and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed
AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for all
qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment practice,
education program, or educational activity
on the basis of age, ancestty, color,
criminal record (in state employment and
licensing), gender identity or expression,
genetic information, intellectual disability,
learning disability, marital status, mental
disability (past or present), national origin,
physical disability (including blindness),
race, religious creed, retaliation for
previously opposed discrimination or
coercion, sex (pregnancy or sexual
harassment), sexual otientation, veteran
status or workplace hazards to
reproductive systems, unless there is a
bona fide occupational qualification
excluding persons in any of the
aforementioned protected classes.

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State
Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be
directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal
Employment Opportunity

Director/ Americans with Disabilities
Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut State
Department of Education, 450 Columbus
Boulevard, Suite 505, Hartford, CT 06103,
860-807-2071, levy.gillespie@ct.gov.
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