The School Lunch Tray: March 23, 2022

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items

¢ CSDE’s Survey for Reporting Use of the Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Emergency Costs
Reimbursement Program Funds: Deadline March 31, 2022

Need to Know
e Next Table Talk is Thursday, March 31, 2022
e Resource Roundup: Food Recalls

Good to Know
e Institute of Child Nutrition’s (ICN) STAR Webinar for Thursday, March 31, 2022: Playback:
Recognizing the Dedication and Strength of School Nutrition Heroes
e USDA Webinar: Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in Community Meals Programs,
April 6, 2022

¢ USDA Webinar: Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in School Meals Programs, April
11, 2022

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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Action Items

CSDE’s Survey for Reporting Use of the Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Emergency
Costs Reimbursement Program Funds: Deadline March 31, 2022

As outlined in the CSDE’s Operational Memorandum No. 09-21: School Meals Emergency Operating
Costs Reimbursement Program, eligible school food authorities (SFAs) received reimbursements for
emergency operating costs incurred during the months of March through June 2020.

To enable the CSDE to provide a summary to the USDA Food and Nutrition Services of how SFAs
spent these funds, please complete the CSDE’s brief survey to select areas where the CNP Emergency
Cost Reimbursement Program Funds were used to offset the impact of pandemic operations. This
survey link (https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 3kq7Zz6vT51fMyLI) will be open until
March 31, 2022.

Need to Know

Next Table Talk is Thursday, March 31, 2022

The next Table Talk is Thursday, March 31, 2022, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. To submit questions in
advance, visit https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 5px5YKVBdAQNQZDo.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 860-840-2075.,339267402# United States, Hartford

Phone Conference ID: 339 267 402#
Find a local number | Reset PIN
Learn More | Meeting options

Resource Roundup: Food Recalls

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) periodically issues recall notifications regarding food and
beverage products that are FDA regulated. The CSDE forwards relevant recall notifications that may
be related to the school nutrition programs. School food authorities that are interested in receiving
recall notification directly from the FDA may sign up to receive recalls, market withdrawals, and safety
alerts at https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts.
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Good to Know
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Institute of Child Nutrition’s (ICN) STAR Webinar for Thursday, March 31, 2022:
Playback: Recognizing the Dedication and Strength of School Nutrition Heroes

During the March STAR Webinar, ICN will play the recorded webinar, Recognizing the Dedication
and Strength of School Nutrition Heroes. Tune in to hear the Epping School District (NH) and Seattle
Public Schools (WA) share strategies and tips about the actions taken to address supply chain
challenges and how they creatively serve nutritious meals in the safest way possible.

e Date and time: Thursday, March 31, 2022, 3:00-4:00 p.m.

e Registration: https://theicn.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN yxglUixhTwu1QSHC7JvIQw
e SNA Key Areas: 2 — Operations, 3 — Administration

e USDA Professional Standards Codes: 2000 — Operations, 3000 — Administration

e Learning Objective: Recall successful strategies for addressing supply chain challenges that
impact the operation of child nutrition programs

A continuing education certificate will be available after completion of the webinar.

USDA Webinar: Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in Community Meals
Programs, April 6, 2022

The USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Civil Rights Division is providing webinar-based
training on Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in Community Meals Programs. This webinar
helps to clarify general Civil Rights requirements regarding meal modifications in the CACFP and
SFSP. It will last approximately 1 hour and may include a Q&A opportunity at the conclusion of the
training.

e Date and time: Wednesday, April 6, 2022, from 1:00 p.m.— 2:00 p.m.

e Registration: https://usda-fns.webex.com/usda-
fns/j.php?RGID=rb39a40a908e411b6744a5f66720aobif
Note: Registration is required by April 5, 2022, to ensure you receive an attendee link.

USDA Webinar: Modifications to Accommodate Disabilities in School Meals Programs,
April 11, 2022

The USDA’s FNS Civil Rights Division is providing webinar-based training on Modifications to
Accommodate Disabilities in School Meals Programs. This is a repeat of the training offered on
March 2, 2022.

e Date and time: Monday, April 11, 2022, from 11:00 a.m.— 12:30 p.m.

e Registration: https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc-
2urzsoEIWM NPZxWRsEo0izKvvx4 o

Note: Registration is required by April 10, 2022, to ensure you receive an attendee link.
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CONNECTICUT STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrtition/SLT/2022/
SLT_03_23_2022.pdf.

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage,
ot contact the school nutrition programs staff in the CSDE’s
Buteau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices,
and employees, and institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity in any program or activity conducted or

funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication for program information (e.g. Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.),
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of
hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
(AD-3027) found online at: https://www.usda.gov/
oasct/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake(@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
equal opportunity/affirmative action for
all qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment practice,
education program, or educational
activity on the basis of age, ancestry,
color, criminal record (in state
employment and licensing), gender
identity or expression, genetic
information, intellectual disability,
learning disability, marital status, mental
disability (past or present), national
origin, physical disability (including
blindness), race, religious creed,
retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coetcion, sex
(pregnancy or sexual harassment), sexual
orientation, veteran status or workplace
hazards to reproductive systems, unless
there is a bona fide occupational
qualification excluding persons in any of
the aforementioned protected classes.

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State
Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be
directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal
Employment Opportunity
Director/Americans with Disabilities
Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut State
Department of Education, 450
Columbus Boulevard, Suite 505,
Hartford, CT 06103, 860-807-2071,
levy.gillespie@ct.gov.
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