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Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs: 

 

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly 

email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This 

week’s topics are listed below.  

 

Action Items 

• Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 2022-23: Orders due March 10, 2022 

• Operational Memorandum No. 04-22: Interschool Agreements for School Year 2022-23: Due 

July 1, 2022 (Full Service) or August 30, 2022 (Vended) 

• Operational Memorandum No. 05-22: Process for Submitting the HFC Statement for School 

Year 2022-23: Due July 1, 2022 

 

Need to Know 

• Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) for School Year 2021-22 

• Resource Roundup: Addendum C: Information on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) 

 

Good to Know 

• New School Meals Training Opportunities from Team Nutrition: School Breakfast, March 9, 

2022 

• Now Available: USDA’s Supply Chain Assistance for Schools Webinar Recording and USDA's 

Supply Chain Assistance Funding Opportunities for Schools Comparison Chart Handout 

• Updated Team Nutrition Resource: Child Nutrition Program Meal Service During Coronavirus 

(COVID-19): Best Practices for Parent Pick-Up of Meals and Snacks 

• March is National Nutrition Month and School Breakfast Week 

 

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch 

Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Action Items 

 

Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 2022-23: Orders due March 10, 

2022 

The Connecticut Food Distribution Program’s (FDP) catalog for USDA Foods for school year (SY) 

2022-23 opens on Thursday, February 17, 2022, in Web Based Supply Chain Management 

(WBSCM). The deadline to place orders in WBSCM is March 10, 2022. Recipient Agencies (RAs) 

that miss the ordering deadline will not receive USDA Foods. 

 

Please carefully review and follow the CSDE’s Instructions for Ordering USDA Foods for School Year 

2022-23. This document and the USDA Foods Ordering Worksheets for School Year 2022-23 are 

available in the “WBSCM” section of the CSDE’s FDP webpage. For questions, please contact the 

Connecticut FDP staff. 

 

 

Operational Memorandum No. 04-22: Interschool Agreements for School Year 2022-

23: Due July 1, 2022 (Full Service) or August 30, 2022 (Vended) 

Operational Memorandum No. 04-22: Interschool Agreements for School Year 2022-23 is now 

available on the CSDE’s School Nutrition Operational Memos 2022 webpage. Sponsors that sell USDA 

meals or Afterschool Snack Program (ASP) snacks to another district or school during school year 

2022-23 must complete and submit an interschool agreement to the CSDE.  

 

• The Full-service Interschool Agreement form must be submitted to the CSDE by July 1, 

2022.  

• The Recipient Site Vended Interschool Agreements must be submitted to the CSDE at 

least two weeks before the start of the school year, but no later than August 30, 2022.  

 

The interschool agreement forms are available under “I” on the CSDE’s Forms for School Nutrition 

Programs webpage. 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FDP/Instructions_USDA_Foods_Ordering.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FDP/Instructions_USDA_Foods_Ordering.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/FDP/Ordering_Worksheet_Processing_Direct_Delivery_USDA_Foods.xlsx
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Distribution-Program-USDA-Foods/Documents#WBSCM
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Distribution-Program-USDA-Foods/Contact
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM04-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/School-Nutrition-Memos-2022
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#i
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#i
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Operational Memorandum No. 05-22: Process for Submitting the HFC Statement for 

School Year 2022-23: Due July 1, 2022 

Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes requires that each local board of education or 

governing authority (BOE) for all Connecticut public school districts participating in the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) must take action annually to certify whether all food items sold to 

students will or will not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards. This includes all public schools, 

regional educational service centers, the Connecticut Technical Education and Career System 

(CTECS), charter schools, interdistrict magnet schools, and endowed academies.  

 

Operational Memorandum No. 05-22: Requirements for Submitting the HFC Statement for School 

Year 2022-23 is now available on the CSDE’s School Nutrition Operational Memos 2022 webpage. 

This memo provides the required motion language and summarizes the steps that districts must 

take now to ensure the accurate and timely submission of the 2022-23 HFC Statement by the 

deadline of July 1, 2022. 

• All BOEs for public schools participating in the NSLP must vote on the healthy food option 

using the exact language contained in Operational Memorandum No. 05-22. 

• BOEs that vote “yes” for the healthy food option must also vote on food exemptions using 

the exact language contained in Operational Memorandum No. 05-22. 

• All BOEs may choose to vote on beverage exemptions using the exact language contained 

Operational Memorandum No. 05-22.  

 

The chart below summarizes the required votes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Districts must schedule the required votes at a meeting of the BOE that occurs before June 30, 

2022, to enable submission of the HFC Statement and BOE-approved meeting minutes by July 1, 

2022. If the BOE minutes are not finalized by July 1, the district must submit the draft minutes to the 

CSDE by July 1, then submit the final BOE-approved minutes as soon as they are available. 

 

For more information and an overview of the application steps, visit the “Apply” section of the CSDE’s 

HFC webpage and review the CSDE’s presentation, Application Procedures for HFC. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM05-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/NSLP/Memos/OM2022/OM05-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Lists/Operational-Memoranda-for-School-Nutrition-Programs/School-Nutrition-Memos-2022
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Healthy-Food-Certification/Apply
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/HFC/App/Application_Procedures_HFC_Presentation.pdf
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Need to Know 

 

Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) for School Year 2022-23 

The CNS for school year 2022-23 will remain the same as the CNS for the current school year. Visit 

the CSDE’s Connecticut Nutrition Standards webpage for the CNS summary, the full CNS document, 

and a presentation on the CNS. 

 

Public school districts that choose to implement the healthy food option of Healthy Food Certification 

under C.G.S. Section 10-215f must follow the CNS for all foods sold to students separately from 

reimbursable school meals on school premises, at all times and from all sources, including a la carte 

sales in the cafeteria, vending machines, school stores, fundraisers, culinary programs, and any other 

sources of food sales to students. For additional guidance, visit the CSDE’s Healthy Food Certification 

webpage. 

 

 

Resource Roundup: Addendum C: Information on the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) 

The CSDE’s Addendum C: Information on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is 

used to notify parents about possible eligibility for SNAP benefits. The English and Spanish versions 

of this document were recently updated to reflect revised SNAP income guidelines. The revised 

documents are available under “A” on the CSDE’s Forms for School Nutrition Programs webpage. 

 

 
 

  

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Connecticut-Nutrition-Standards
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Healthy-Food-Certification
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Forms-for-School-Nutrition-Programs#a


 

 The School Lunch Tray: February 16, 2022 
 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 5 of 7 

Good to Know 

 

New School Meals Training Opportunities from Team Nutrition: School Breakfast, 

March 9, 2022 

USDA’s Team Nutrition initiative is offering a new webinar series, Meal Talk Webinars. These 

webinars provide interactive trainings on hot topics related to school meals.   

 

The first Meal Talk webinar focuses on School Breakfast and will be held on Wednesday, March 

9, 2022, from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. For more information and to register, please visit https://usda-fns-

events.webex.com/usda-fns-events/onstage/g.php?MTID=e0e07d9670247b6a994e9d98a7d737f7f.   

 

 

Now Available: USDA's Supply Chain Assistance for Schools Webinar Recording and 

USDA’s Supply Chain Assistance Funding Opportunities for Schools Comparison Chart 

Handout 

A recording is now available for the USDA Food and Nutrition Service's (FNS) webinar session, 

Supply Chain Assistance for Schools, which was hosted by the FNS and the Agricultural 

Marketing Service (AMS) on January 21, 2022. This webinar provides an overview of the relief 

opportunities being implemented by USDA to help schools address challenges they may be 

experiencing due to disruptions in the food supply chain. Also included is a comparison chart handout 

describing these various streams of supply chain assistance funding. 

 

• Webinar Recording: Supply Chain Assistance for Schools 

• Supply Chain Assistance Funding Opportunities comparison chart 

 

Links to these and additional resources are available on the USDA’s Allocation of Supply Chain 

Assistance Funds to Alleviate Supply Chain Disruptions in the School Meal Programs webpage. 

 

 

Updated Team Nutrition Resource: Child Nutrition Program Meal Service During 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): Best Practices for Parent Pick-Up of Meals and Snacks 

USDA’s Team Nutrition initiative recently updated their publication, Child Nutrition Program Meal 

Service During Coronavirus (COVID-19): Best Practices for Parent Pick-Up of Meals and Snacks. 

This publication includes information and language about SY 2021-22 waivers and flexibilities, as well 

as additional tips for improving traffic flow, verifying eligibility, managing alternative pick-up options, 

and communicating with families. Many of these new suggestions were gathered from schools, child 

care, and summer meals sites that have successfully implemented parent pick-up in their communities 

during the COVID-19 public health emergency.  

 

 

  

https://usda-fns-events.webex.com/usda-fns-events/onstage/g.php?MTID=e0e07d9670247b6a994e9d98a7d737f7f
https://usda-fns-events.webex.com/usda-fns-events/onstage/g.php?MTID=e0e07d9670247b6a994e9d98a7d737f7f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdqHdRKZjk
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/Supply%20Chain%20Assistance%20Funding%20Opportunities.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/allocation-supply-chain-assistance-funds
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/allocation-supply-chain-assistance-funds
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/child-nutrition-program-meal-service-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/child-nutrition-program-meal-service-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 The School Lunch Tray: February 16, 2022 
 

Connecticut State Department of Education • Page 6 of 7 

 

March is National Nutrition Month and School Breakfast Week 

USDA’s Team Nutrition initiative invites you to celebrate National Nutrition Month® (March 2022) 

and School Breakfast Week (March 7-11, 2022) by sharing Team Nutrition resources with schools, 

families, and children. Free printed materials are available to order for Team Nutrition Schools while 

supplies last. Materials include: 

• Launch Your Day with Breakfast Stickers 

• MyPlate Nate and Kate Stickers 

• Make Today a Try-Day! Stickers 

• Discover New Foods Decal Set (for elementary schools) 

• Fueling My Healthy Life Decal Set (for secondary schools) 

• Stronger with School Meals Educational Materials  

o An Infographic for teachers and parents (in English and Spanish) 

o An Activity Booklet for elementary-aged students 

o Five stickers for students 

o Two buttons for school nutrition professionals 

All materials are available for download at TeamNutrition.USDA.gov.  

 

For more resources, visit the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics’ National Nutrition Month® 

webpage and the School Nutrition Association’s School Breakfast Week webpage. 

 

 

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Flaunch-your-day-breakfast-stickers&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476878989785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BclYMvL%2BTlB02yNtgzYPolF1NC2T9Ub0sNN9FpxCYCs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fmyplate-nate-and-kate-stickers&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476878989785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YjzpaK342AbG6hgZDtYTxVugves%2Bkc1dvLC1uKPMscM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fmake-today-try-day-stickers&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476878989785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yS1DtrQPTUBBB5V8aBbAIX2ajDYcd1%2BU%2FVSEHRSajiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fgraphics-library&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476878989785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hZaDecqse7a9J4lUMP7tgti5Vgb4KQpBsc6kHoTqgNU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fgraphics-library&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476879146007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4fl%2B9w6Q757U5fJv7C8JY0ps%2FIcoIMtU2nkuCOB5fg4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fstronger-school-meals-educational-materials&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476879146007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gmQNEjnNXTm%2BJwBCxG4i9ZMBDRCBMw8YgVA9OTBmNOY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn&data=04%7C01%7CSusan.Fiore%40ct.gov%7C79289e8c7d064ea4a19b08d9efcadece%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637804476879146007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nxuHsJUrK0Ht5RYIVqCQirmWxqjTP9ln9Fp83O7aWDw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutrition-month
https://schoolnutrition.org/meetings/events/nsbw/2022/about/
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 

and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 

employees, and institutions participating in or 

administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 

disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 

activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 

USDA.  

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 

contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 

benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have 

speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than 

English. 

 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete 

the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 

(AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and 

at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA 

and provide in the letter all of the information requested 

in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 

(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to 

USDA by:  

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  

1400 Independence Avenue, SW  

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or  

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.     

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

The Connecticut State Department of 

Education is committed to a policy of 

affirmative action/equal opportunity for all 

qualified persons. The Connecticut 

Department of Education does not 

discriminate in any employment practice, 

education program, or educational activity 

on the basis of age, ancestry, color, civil air 

patrol status, criminal record (in state 

employment and licensing), gender identity 

or expression, genetic information, 

intellectual disability, learning disability, 

marital status, mental disability (past or 

present), national origin, physical disability 

(including blindness), race, religious creed, 

retaliation for previously opposed 

discrimination or coercion, sex (pregnancy 

or sexual harassment), sexual orientation, 

veteran status or workplace hazards to 

reproductive systems, unless there is a 

bona fide occupational qualification 

excluding persons in any of the 

aforementioned protected classes. 

 

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State 

Department of Education’s 

nondiscrimination policies should be 

directed to: Levy Gillespie, Equal 

Employment Opportunity 

Director/Americans with Disabilities 

Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut State 

Department of Education, 450 Columbus 

Boulevard, Suite 505, Hartford, CT 06103, 

860-807-2071, levy.gillespie@ct.gov. 

 

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of 

Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage, 

or contact the school nutrition programs staff in the CSDE’s 

Bureau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education, 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841. 

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/

SLT_02_16_2022.pdf. 

https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:levy.gillespie@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/SLT_02_16_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/SLT_02_16_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/SLT_02_16_2022.pdf

