The School Lunch Tray: January 19, 2022

Dear School Sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs:

The School Lunch Tray contains the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) weekly
email notifications for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. This
week’s topics are listed below.

Action Items

¢ Reminder: Required Information for Use of USDA Nationwide Waivers by Seamless Summer
Option (SSO) Sponsors: Due January 31, 2022
e USDA Foods Reminder: Foods Available List for School Year 2022-23

Need to Know
e USDA Foods Reminder: Refrigerated Cheese Items
¢ Reminder: CSDE’s Table Talk Resumes Tomorrow, Thursday, January 20, 2022
e Resource Roundup: CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk Webpage

Good to Know
¢ Connecticut’s USDA Food Show and Conference Goes Virtual: January 26-28, 2022
e Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) Training Sessions for February and March 2022

Please review and share with appropriate staff members. For previous versions of the School Lunch
Tray, visit the CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk

Action Items
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Reminder: Required Information for Use of USDA Nationwide Waivers by Seamless
Summer Option (SSO) Sponsors: Due January 31, 2022

Connecticut sponsors of the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) that wish to use the USDA nationwide
waivers during the current COVID public health emergency must indicate to the CSDE which waivers
will be implemented at each school/site. All SSO sponsors must complete the required information in
the CSDE’s Online Application and Claiming System for Child Nutrition Programs (CNP System) no
later than January 31, 2022. For instructions on how to enter this information in the CNP System,
refer to the CSDE’s Instructions for Completing the “USDA Waivers” Section of Connecticut’s CNP
System: Seamless Summer Option of the National School Lunch Program.

USDA Foods Reminder: Foods Available List for School Year 2022-23

Please review the USDA’s Foods Available List for the upcoming 2022-23 school year. Contact the
Food Distribution Team with any requests to add or remove any direct delivery items from the catalog
for next year’s orders by Friday, January 21, 2022.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Instructions_USDA_Waivers_CNP_System_SSO.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/CNPsystem/Instructions_USDA_Waivers_CNP_System_SSO.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/USDA%20Foods%20Available%20List%20SY22-23%20Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Food-Distribution-Program-USDA-Foods/Contact

Need to Know
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USDA Foods Reminder: Refrigerated Cheese Items

As a reminder, refrigerated USDA Foods cheese items have a limited shelf life. Please order and use
accordingly. The following items are currently in the HPC warehouse. Note: Items with multiple
expiration dates are from multiple sales orders and will be shipped first in, first out.

Material Code Item Description Use By Date

100002 Cheese, Cheddar Shredded White 5/12/22

110396 Cheese, Mozzarella String 1 oz. 3/7/22, 3/15/22, 3/23/22
100018 Cheese, American Yellow 9/3/22

100019 Cheese, American White 3/16/22,10/25/22

Reminder: CSDE’s Table Talk Resumes Tomorrow, Thursday, January 20, 2022

The CSDE'’s Table Talk will resume tomorrow, Thursday, January 20, 2022, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. and
will be scheduled every other Thursday. As a reminder, Table Talk takes a deeper dive into the School
Lunch Tray and serves as the CSDE’s “office hours” for your questions. Tomorrow’s session of Table
Talk will also provide more information on the CSDE’s new Instructions for Completing the “USDA
Waivers” Section of Connecticut’s CNP System: Seamless Summer Option of the National School
Lunch Program. Note: Please have the instructions available during the Table Talk session.

Registration is not required. Please use the link below to join Table Talk on Microsoft Teams.
Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 860-840-2075.,339267402# United States, Hartford

Phone Conference ID: 339 267 402#
Find a local number | Reset PIN
Learn More | Meeting options

Resource Roundup: CSDE’s School Lunch Tray and Table Talk Webpage

All previous versions of the School Lunch Tray and Table Talk are available on the CSDE’s School
Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage.
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzU1NmRmOTktMjc2MC00MDI3LWJhYWQtMzg3MWRjMzA5MTRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a%22%7d
tel:+18608402075,,339267402# 
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/d421ee46-7f6f-421b-9afc-aecbacb34cba?id=339267402
https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=c77ad3d5-3ba7-454f-b0b7-369ddf5f2a8a&tenantId=118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b&threadId=19_meeting_NzU1NmRmOTktMjc2MC00MDI3LWJhYWQtMzg3MWRjMzA5MTRj@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
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Connecticut’s USDA Food Show and Conference Goes Virtual: January 26-28, 2022

As we transition into 2022, SNACT and their industry partners, the USDA, and the CSDE have all
risen to the challenge. Please review the Food Show & Conference flier and plan on attending all three
days of this trailblazing event.

¢ Wednesday, January 26 (1:00-3:30 p.m.) is “Watch It Wednesday” with a virtual
food show with over 20 vendors available to visit in their own virtual showrooms.

¢ Thursday, January 27 (9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) is “Thirsty for Information
Thursday” with an information-packed morning of updates directly from the USDA and
CSDE, and a panel session of knowledgeable industry and food service professionals to discuss
the many supply chain issues that we all continue to face.

¢ Friday, January 28 (8:00-9:30 a.m.) is “Follow-Up Friday” with questions,
networking, and idea sharing.

Let’s make the best of the situation and have some virtual fun together!

Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) Training Sessions for February and March 2022

The ICN is offering free, live, interactive training sessions for child nutrition professionals. These
virtual training sessions feature individual lessons led by ICN’s expert trainers on important topics for
child nutrition professionals in school and child care programs. Topics include food safety, food
allergies, procurement, nutrition, and many more. Visit https://theicn.org/vilt/ to view all topics,
dates, times, and registration information.
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SLT_01_19_2022.pdf,

For more information, visit the Connecticut State Department of
Education’s (CSDE) School Lunch Tray and Table Talk webpage,
ot contact the school nutrition programs staff in the CSDE’s
Buteau of Health/Nutrition, Family Services and Adult Education,
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 504, Hartford, CT 06103-1841.

This document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrtition/SLT/2022/

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees,
and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than

English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027)
found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA
office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Connecticut State Department of
Education is committed to a policy of
affirmative action/equal opportunity for all
qualified persons. The Connecticut
Department of Education does not
discriminate in any employment practice,
education program, or educational activity on
the basis of age, ancestry, color, civil air
patrol status, criminal record (in state
employment and licensing), gender identity
or expression, genetic information,
intellectual disability, learning disability,
marital status, mental disability (past or
present), national origin, physical disability
(including blindness), race, religious creed,
retaliation for previously opposed
discrimination or coercion, sex (pregnancy or
sexual harassment), sexual orientation,
veteran status or workplace hazards to
reproductive systems, unless there is a bona
fide occupational qualification excluding
persons in any of the aforementioned
protected classes.

Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State
Department of Education’s
nondiscrimination policies should be directed
to: Levy Gillespie, Equal Employment
Oppottunity Ditector/Ameticans with
Disabilities Coordinator (ADA), Connecticut
State Department of Education, 450
Columbus Boulevard, Suite 505, Hartford,
CT 06103, 860-807-2071,
levy.gillespie@ct.gov.
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https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:levy.gillespie@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/School-Lunch-Tray-and-Table-Talk
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Contact-Information-for-School-Nutrition-Programs
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/‌SLT_01_19_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/‌SLT_01_19_2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Nutrition/SLT/2022/‌SLT_01_19_2022.pdf

