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Mandatory Public Notification for Summer Meal Progr

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the
National School Lunch Program

= 7 CFR 210.12(d)(2): All school food
authorities (SFAs) participating in National
School Lunch Program are required to
inform households of availability and
location of free meals when school is not
in session
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Who to Include in Outreach Efforts

= 7 CFR 225.15(e): Sponsors
required to annually announce
availability of free meals in the
media serving area from which
sponsor draws its attendance
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Mandatory Public Notification for Summer Meal Programs

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)

7 CFR 225.15(e): Each sponsor must
annually announce in the media serving the
area from which it draws its attendance the
availability of free meals. Sponsors of
camps, closed enrolled sites, and
conditional non-congregate sites must
notify participants of the availability of free
meals and if a free meal application is
needed.
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Who to Include in Outreach Efforts

= Sponsors of camps, closed
enrolled sites, and conditional
non-congregate sites must
notify participants of availability
of free meals and if household
application is needed

‘Connecticut state Department o Education » March 2025



Summer Meal Programs Annual Sponsor Training:
Summer Meal Programs Outreach Training

Who to Include in Outreach Efforts

= Once sites are approved, it is
important that households are
aware of open site locations and
availability of meals

- TR
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How to Outreach without Approved Sites

= Share website addresses/QR codes to
sponsor website where information
can be updated in real time

= Direct households to USDA’s Summer
Meals for Kids Site Finder for most
current Summer Meals site operation
information

fns.usda

ps:/
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SUN Programs: Shareable Materials

March 27, 2025

How to Outreach without Approved Sites

= Accurate information is the best
information

= Do not provide fliers or Summer Meal
Program materials with information
that could change
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USDA SUN Program Campaign Goals

= USDA publicly launched new SUN
programs brand to generate widespread
awareness and create excitement

Educate and motivate households to
maximize use of all SUN programs
available to their children

Support stakeholders to engage their
communities at regional, state, and local
levels

usda

p:
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Examples of Using SUN Customizable Campaign Materials

= Download customizable materials
to promote SUN programs N

= Digital, brand and print materials
available in English, Spanish, and
additional languages

Discover new ways
to get your kids the
nutrition they need

ps: fns.usda toolkit
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= Print and distribute fliers,
posters, and rack cards in
your community

= Distribute information to your
networks via email and
newsletters

= Promote SUN Programs on

social media and amplify
USDA's social content

= Use the campaign collateral in
local or regional marketing efforts

= Prominently link to SUN programs
landing page from your website

usda

ps:
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/sitefinder
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/toolkit
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/sunmeals
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Our Mission

Athriving
community,
free of hunger

starks right here.

To deliver an informed
and equitable response
to hunger by mobilizing
community partners,
volunteers, and
supporters
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I!I 2023 Sub-Awardees
l

I « Council of Churches of
| Greater Bridgeport (CCGB)

Partnered with 8 community organizations to conduct
| summer meals outreach

United Way of Coastal &
Western CT

United Way of Greater New
Haven/ New Haven CFAN

United Way of
Southeastern CT

Windsor Social Services

|+ East Hartford Youth Services
| * End Hunger CT

* Integrated Refugee &
Immigration Services (IRIS
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Connecticut Foodshare

* Institute for Hunger
«»! Research & Solutions

e
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RESIDENTS
(468,150 PEOPLE) ARE
EXPERIENCING FOOD

INSECURITY

l 1IN 8 CONNECTICUT

WHAT IS MAP THE MEAL GAP?

— -—

Map the Meal Gap (MMG) is Feeding
America’s study that examines food
insecurity and prices nationwide. It helps
Feeding America and its partners
understand hunger risks, influence
policies, and inspire action to end

1ING6 hunger in the U.S.

CHILDREN
) « 1IN 4 BLACK PERSONS
ARE FOOD « 1IN 4 HISPANIC PERSONS
INSECURE « 1IN 11 WHITE NON-HISPANIC PERSONS
ARE FOOD INSECURE
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| Ii
il 2023 Sub-Awardees |

]
I Partnered with 4 food access programs to provide free
i | Summer Meals |i

* First Congregational Church = Lion of Juda (Waterbury) |

(Torrington) - New Horizons Food |I

|
|
I| * Friendship Service Center Pantry (Bristol CT) |

I- (New Britain)
|

I|
18
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|
il 2023 Sub-Awardees |

i i Outreach Methods | |
I. n Il u
i Partnered with 11 community organizations to conduct .I i « Canvassing: food assistance programs, mobile pantries, .I
I | summer meals outreach || I | SNAP/ WIC offices, and family group events ||
I + Access Community Action Agency  + Town of East Hartford | I » Community events (National Night Out and Back to School) |
| * AHM Youth and Family Services « United Way of Coastal & II | + Email promotion to mailing lists II

* Friendship Service Center (New Western CT I

|
ll Britain) + United Way of Greater New
u Haven/ New Haven CFAN

Hunger Action Team (HAT) meetings I

 Integrated Refugee & Immigration = Lawn signs
Services (IRIS) « United Way of Southeastern CT I
i * New Horizons Food Pantry « Windsor Social Services |i i Il
| + Shining of Lion of Juda | | |

19 20

Mike Degen

il Outreach Methods | i
u i New Haven United Way

* Media blitzes and campaigns 1
| * Press conferences Il
I * Promotional wraps on city buses (New Haven) [

* Purchased social media ad space

|
| * Social media posts |

=
* Town centers: town halls, libraries, community centers I
u

East Hartford has a diverse community

East Hartford As of 2023

East Hartford demographics
Free Summer Meals = Caucasian 30%
Black (Non-Hispanic) 28%
Asian/Other Non-Hispanic 5%
For kids and teens S 2+ Races Non-Hispanic 3%
\ Hispanic 34%
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East Hartford has partnered with Summer

Meals Program for over 10 years

A positive partnership where families can receive
meals for children during summer season

Families count on these kinds of
programs to help support their
families with food insecurities

Tips/Suggestions

Beneficial to receive notifications (e.g., fliers, posters)
before school ends to ensure families receive program
information before summer school recess

Make sure school’s PTO and school staff
receive flier to give to guardians/parents

il Calling All SUN Meals sponsors |

II !
u * Connecticut Foodshare is * Email us at 'I
seeking to partner wi institute @ctfoodshare.org
| king to part ith titute @ctfoodsh |l
I sponsors to establish meal |
1 sites at food pantries II

|| and/or mobile locations |

Connecticut State Department of Education

For summer 2024 East Hartford
had 8 locations throughout town

Providing free summer meals
Families receive fliers at school and
at mobile foodshare locations in

East Hartford and by “word of mouth”
outreach efforts

New Horizons Living Centers

New Horizon

mLiving Centersm=

Resources

March 27, 2025
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CSDE Webpage SDA Webpage

Summer Food Service [ oover iz IR - | Summer Meals for
Program (SFSP) Kids Site Finder

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) Summer Meals for Kids Site Finder

Annual Training

= Annual Training

m Jsde/nutriti food-servi /. I-trai
ps://p ct g ttps://
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usda.

Thanks for participating!

= More guidance and
Questions? resources Summer Food Service Program (sFSP)

Contact CSDE’s = crenion
Summer Meals Staff

ps://pt ct, /- i iti _assign_summer_meals.pdf {:EH ct, iti food. ice-p training
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CSDE Nondiscrimination Statemen USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint T . o £ Education | itted licy of ! ity/affi
regulations and policies, this nstitution is prohibited Form which can be obtained online at: e Connecticut St.a!e epartment o uca?lon is committedto a pol ey of equa op;.wrtvunvlty/a i irmative
from discriminating on the basis of race, color, p 3027.pdf, action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education does not discriminatein any
national origin, sex (including gender identity and from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race; color; religious creed;
sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged . L e N P -
retaliation for prior civil rights activity. discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant expression; marital status; national origin; ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or
Program nformation may be made available in Sﬁcret:r\fvl;rricxl ::g::: ‘:55';’ zb:x:l:t:e:::n‘aeoazr;dfdra':‘e orflantt ) coercion, intellectual disabiliy; genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not
languages other than English. Persons with alleged civil rights violation. The complete form o letter limited to, blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; statusas a

must be submitted to USDA by:

disabilities who require alternative means of victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide occupational

communication to obtain program information (e.g., 1. mail: US. Department of Agriculture qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. Inquiries regarding the

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign ?jgff‘:;;;:ﬁ::::”;f;‘::‘mm ClilRights Connecticut State Dep: of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Attorney Louis
Language), should contact the responsible state or Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-
local agency that administers the program or USDA's 2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email louis.todisco@ct.gov.

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800)877-8339. This institution s an equal opportunity provider.
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https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/annual-training
https://www.fns.usda.gov/summer/sitefinder
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnstaff/county_assign_summer_meals.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/annual-training
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