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Summer Meal Programs 
Annual Sponsor Training

Shannon Yearwood, Bureau Chief

Caroline Cooke

Terese Maineri

Flor Sprouse

Connecticut State Department of Education
Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs  
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Housekeeping

Connecticut State Department of Education • February 2025

SFSP Technical Assistance County Contacts

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/contact

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/contact

Caroline 
▪ Fairfield
▪ New Haven
▪ New London

Terese 
▪ Litchfield
▪ Hartford

Flor
▪ Tolland
▪ Middlesex
▪ Windham
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SSO Technical Assistance County Contacts

Caroline

• Fairfield

• Middlesex

• New Haven

• New London

Terese 

• Litchfield

• Hartford

• Tolland

• Windham

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/seamless-summer-option-sso-of-the-nslp/contact

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/seamless-summer-option-sso-of-the-nslp/contact
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Be on the Lookout

▪ Full list of mandatory 
training webinars

▪ Training registration link

▪ Interest Survey regarding 
Summer Meal Program 
participation
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Area Eligibility
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https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/contact
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/seamless-summer-option-sso-of-the-nslp/contact
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Terms to Know

Area Eligibility

An area in which 50 percent or 
more of the children residing in 
the area are eligible for free or 
reduced-price school meals
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Area Eligibility Can Be Conferred By

▪ School Data

• Area Eligible Schools List (and Site Eligible Schools 
List) distributed by CSDE each winter

▪ Census Data

• Census Block Groups (CBGs)

• Census Tracts

▪ Documentation from other approved 
sources, i.e., welfare or education agencies, 
zoning commissions, housing authorities
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CSDE Webpage

CSDE Area Eligibility 
for Child Nutrition 
Programs

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/area-eligibility

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/area-eligibility
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Area Eligibility Using 
School Data
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CSDE Area Eligible Schools List
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CSDE Site Eligible Schools List
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https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/area-eligibility
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Area Eligibility Using 
Census Data
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Area Eligibility Using Census Data

▪ Must use most recent Census Data

• Annual projections released each 
October

▪ Can use two Geographical Units 

• Census Block Groups (CBGs)
• Can be combined to calculate weighted 

average

• Census Tracts

• Cannot be combined

Connecticut State Department of Education • February 2025

Area Eligibility Maps Containing Census Data

USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)

▪ Area Eligibility Map

• https://www.fns.usda.gov/area-eligibility 

▪ Capacity Builder Map

• https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/capacity
builder
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Pause for Attendance
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Demonstration of 
USDA Area Eligibility 
Map for CACFP and 
Summer Meals
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USDA Area Eligibility Mapper for CACFP and Summer Meals

▪ Green is area eligible

▪ Gray is not area eligible

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/area-eligibility
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Address Search

▪ Type in address for 
potential Summer 
Meals site
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Census Block Group Information

▪ Click on Census 
Block Group (CBG)
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Census Block Group Information

▪ Highlighted Census 
Block Group (CBG)
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Choosing a Data Set

▪ May use either SFSP or 
CACFP data set to establish 
area eligibility for SFSP

• CBG

• Census Tract

Connecticut State Department of Education • February 2025

Weighted Average

▪ With state agency 
approval, may 
average adjacent 
(touching) CBGs, 
using weighted 
average, to 
determine eligibility

▪ May average up to 3 adjacent CBGs, 
including “referent” CBG where site is 
located

▪ All CBGs must have 40% or higher 
free/reduced-price school meal eligibility

▪ All CBGs are touching “referent” CBG

▪ Same age group (0-18 or 0-12) used for 
all CBGs
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Tips for Calculating a Weighted Average

▪ Do use weighted average

• Add numerators of each CBG

• Add denominators of each 
CBG

• Divide sum of numerators by 
sum of denominators

▪ Do not average percentages 
of free and reduced-price 
school meal eligible children 
in each CBG

Cannot average 
Census Tracts 
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Weighted Average Demo
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Weighted Average Demo: Selecting the CBGs
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Weighted Average Demo: Doing the Math

CBG #1

091104763003

120 eligible 
children

255 total children

47.06% F/R 

CBG #2

091104762001

285 eligible 
children

510 total children

55.88% F/R

Averaged Together

405 eligible 
children

765 total children

52.94% F/R

It’s Eligible!
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Weighted Average Not Allowable
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When a Site is 
Not Area Eligible
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Closed Enrolled Site in Not Area Eligible Location

▪ At least 50% of children 
eligible for free or reduced-
price school meals

• Free/reduced-price school 
lunch eligibility status as 
obtained from their school

• Household Income 
Application completed by 
child’s family
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Terms to Know

Closed Enrolled Site

A site open only to enrolled 
children or to an identified group 
of children, as opposed to the 
community at large 
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How to Identify a Closed Enrolled Site

Usually established where

▪ identified group of children live in "pocket of eligibility”

▪ identified low-income children are transported to 

congregate meal site located in an area with less 

than 50 percent eligible children

▪ a program provides recreational, cultural, 

religious, or other types of organized 

activities for a specific group of children
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Camp Site

▪ Not required to establish area 
eligibility

▪ Must collect and maintain 
household income applications 
or school eligibility status
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Camp Site

▪ Reimbursed only for eligible 
children

▪ May charge ineligible children 
for meals, ensuring no overt 
identification of eligibility status

▪ Must be licensed by Connecticut 
Office of Early Childhood
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Critical Reminder

▪ Academic summer school students 
cannot be fed via Closed Enrolled SFSP 
or SSO meal site

▪ If school site is area eligible and opens 
its meal program to the community, all 
meals can be served at no cost to 
families under SFSP or SSO
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Summer Meal Site 
Eligibility Duration
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Summer Meal Site Eligibility Duration

▪ Open  and Closed Enrolled meal site 
eligibility based on school data or census 
data is 5 years

▪ CSDE encourages sponsors to assess and 
reset 5-year cycle each year, if possible 

▪ Meal site eligibility based on other 
sources (i.e., income eligibility 
applications, migrant organizations) must 
be updated annually
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Terms to Know

5-Year Eligibility Cycle

Area Eligibility established in 2025

▪ 2026 – Year 2 of 5-year cycle

▪ 2027 – Year 3 of 5-year cycle

▪ 2028 – Year 4 of 5-year cycle

▪ 2029 – Year 5 of 5-year cycle
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CSDE Summer Meal 
Programs Interest 
Survey Form
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Today’s Objective: Completing the Interest Survey Site List
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Summer Meal Site Eligibility Source

Examples

▪ Area eligible via Ansonia High School 88.13% free/reduced School Year 2024-25 
or

▪ Area eligible via census block group 091104763003 47.06% free/reduced 2025 
or

▪ Applications/direct certification
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Questions?

Contact CSDE’s 
Summer Meal 
Programs Staff 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnstaff/county_assign_summer_meals.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnstaff/county_assign_summer_meals.pdf

37 38

39 40

41 42

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnstaff/county_assign_summer_meals.pdf
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Thanks for participating!

▪ More guidance and 
resources

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/annual-training

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/annual-training
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CSDE Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited 

from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex (including gender identity and 

sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in 

languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication to obtain program information (e.g., 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 

Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 

(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should 
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form which can be obtained online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ documents/ad-3027.pdf, 
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, 
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an 
alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter 
must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative 

action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race; color; religious creed; 

age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or 

expression; marital status; national origin; ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or 

coercion, intellectual disability; genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not 

limited to, blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a 

victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide occupational 

qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes. Inquiries regarding the 

Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: Attorney Louis 

Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-

1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by email louis.todisco@ct.gov. 

43 44

45

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/nutrition/summer-food-service-program/annual-training
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