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The Connecticut State Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal
opportunity/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Connecticut Department of Education
does not discriminate in any employment practice, education program, or educational activity on
the basis of race; color; religious creed; age; sex; pregnancy; sexual orientation; workplace
hazards to reproductive systems, gender identity or expression; marital status; national origin;
ancestry; retaliation for previously opposed discrimination or coercion, intellectual disability;
genetic information; learning disability; physical disability (including, but not limited to,
blindness); mental disability (past/present history thereof); military or veteran status; status as a
victim of domestic violence; or criminal record in state employment, unless there is a bona fide
occupational qualification excluding persons in any of the aforementioned protected classes.
Inquiries regarding the Connecticut State Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies
should be directed to: Attorney Louis Todisco, Connecticut State Department of Education, by
mail 450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-1841; or by telephone 860-713-6594; or by
email louis.todisco@ct.gov.
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These instructions apply only to public school sponsors of the National School
Lunch Program (NSLP). Private schools and residential child care institutions are
not eligible for Healthy Food Certification (HFC) under Section 10-215f of the
Connecticut General Statutes. For questions about the HFC application process,
please contact Susan Fiore at susan.fiore@ct.gov or 860- 807-2075. For
information on HFC, visit the CSDE’s Healthy Food Certification webpage. This
document is available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/hfc/app/
instructions_connecticut_healthy food_certification_statement.pdf.
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1 — HFC Overview

Healthy Food Certification (HFC) under Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Statutes
(C.G.S.) requires each board of education or governing authority for all public schools
participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) to certify annually to the CSDE
whether they will follow the Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS) for all foods offered for
sale to students separately from reimbursable meals (competitive foods) in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) school nutrition programs. The CNS applies to all
competitive foods offered for sale to students on school premises at all times from all sources
including cafeterias, school stores, vending machines, fundraisers, culinary programs, and
any other sources of food sales to students. The CNS also applies to all foods offered in
reimbursable afterschool snacks for the Afterschool Snack Program (ASP).

o “Sales” means the exchange of a determined amount of money or its equivalent
(such as coupons, tickets, tokens, and similar items) for foods and beverages. Sales
also include programs and activities that charge a fee that includes the cost of foods
and beverages provided to students, and activities that suggest a student donation in
exchange for foods and beverages.

o “School premises” include all areas of the property under the jurisdiction of the local
or regional board of education, the regional vocational-technical school system
(Connecticut Technical Education and Career System (CTECS)), or the governing
authority district or school.

Public school sponsors must document their district’s annual certification using the online
HFC Statement (Addendum to ED-099 Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs).
Sponsors complete the annual HFC Statement in the CSDE’s CNP System.

Districts that choose to comply with the CNS receive additional funding based on the total
number of reimbursable lunches (paid, free, and reduced) served in the district in the prior
school year. Visit the CSDE’s HFC webpage for information on the HFC requirements and a
list of current HFC districts.
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1| Overview

Food Exemptions

Foods that do not comply with the CNS cannot be sold to students on school premises
unless the local board of education or school governing authority votes to allow exemptions
and meet the following criteria: 1) the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the
end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event;
and 3) the foods are not sold from a vending machine or school store.

The “school day” is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of
the official school day. For example, if school ends at 3:00 p.m., the school day is
from midnight to 3:30 p.m. Summer school programs operated by the board of
education or school governing authority on school premises are part of the regular
school day.

An “event” is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled
practice, meeting, or extracurricular activity. Events involve a gathering of people in a
social context, such as sports competitions, awards banquets, school concerts, and
theatrical productions. For example, soccer games, school plays, and school debates
are events, but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not.

“Location” means where the event is being held. For example, cookies may be sold
on the side of the soccer field during a soccer game but cannot be sold in the school
cafeteria while a game is played on the soccer field.

The vote on whether to allow food exemptions is part of the district’'s annual HFC Statement.
For more information, refer to the CSDE’s resource, Exemptions for Foods and Beverages in
Public Schools.
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HFC Statement

The annual HFC Statement (Addendum to ED-099 Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs)
is valid for one school year (July 1 through June 30). The HFC Statement addresses:

¢ whether the district will or will not follow the CNS for all foods offered for sale to
students separately from reimbursable meals on school premises, and all foods
offered in the ASP; and

o if the district certifies for the heathy food option, whether the district will or will not
allow exemptions for foods that do not meet the CNS, providing that the sales comply
with the three exemption criteria of the state HFC statute (refer to “Food Exemptions”
above).

Each board of education or school governing authority must submit the annual HFC
Statement to the CSDE by July 1, to participate in HFC for the upcoming school year.
Districts that miss this deadline are not eligible. For more information on the application
process, visit the “Annual HFC Application” section of the CSDE’s HFC webpage. Training
on how to compete the HFC Statement is available in the CSDE’s HFC application video,
Completing the Application Process for Healthy Food Certification.
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2 — Application Process

Before beginning the HFC application module in the CSDE’s CNP System, the board of
education or school governing authority must: 1) have completed the vote on HFC; and
2) have available an electronic copy (Word or PDF) of the final board-approved meeting
minutes available for uploading.

e The minutes must indicate the date of the board meeting and whether the district
“will” or “will not” implement the healthy food option.

e If the district implements the healthy food option, the minutes must also indicate
whether the district “will” or “will not” allow food exemptions. For more information,
refer to “Food Exemptions” in this section and the CSDE’s resource, Exemptions for
Foods and Beverages in Public Schools.

The HFC Statement must include the final board-approved meeting minutes.
The CSDE cannot approve HFC Statements based on draft board minutes. If
the board-approved minutes are not finalized by July 1, the district must
upload the draft minutes by July 1, then upload the final board-approved
minutes as soon as they are available.

HF C districts must also have contact information available for the district’'s HFC contact
person, superintendent, food service director, business manager, staff person responsible for
operating any school stores in the district, staff person responsible for operating any culinary
arts programs in the district, and contact person for each interschool agreement with other
public schools.

For guidance on determining the district's HFC Contact person, refer to “Who to list as the
district’'s HFC contact person” in section 2 and the CSDE’s resource, Responsibilities of
District Contact Person for Healthy Food Certification.
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2| Application Process

HFC Statement Must Be Completed by An Authorized Signer

The HFC Statement must be completed, certified, and submitted by the district’s authorized
signer 1 or 2. Each public school sponsor of the NSLP has two designated representatives
authorized to enter into an agreement with the CSDE to operate the Child Nutrition Programs
(ED-099 Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs) and sign the claims for reimbursement.

o Authorized signer 1 is the designated representative who is authorized to sign the
ED-099 Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs and submit claims for
reimbursement. This person is the head of the governing body, e.g., the chief officer
elected or appointed to assume legal responsibility for the organization
(superintendent of schools, president, or chairperson of the board).

o Authorized signer 2 is the designated representative who is authorized to sign the
claims for reimbursement in the absence or incapacity of the first designated
individual. This person is the assistant superintendent, business official, principal,
headmaster, city or town manager, executive director, or deputy commissioner.

Refer to section 3 for steps to identify the district’s current designated contacts, including
authorized signers 1 and 2.

If the authorized signer cannot access the HFC Statement in the CNP System, this means
the district has not yet enrolled in the 2026-27 application process for the school nutrition
program. The district must first enroll in the 2026-27 application process to access the
2026-27 HFC Statement.

The HFC Statement cannot be completed until one of the sponsor’s
designated staff members enrolls the district in the 2026-27 application
process for the school nutrition programs. For guidance on how to enroll the
district, refer to the CSDE'’s Instructions for Enrolling in the Annual Application
Process for the School Nutrition Programs.

Connecticut State Department of Education e Page 6 of 30


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnpsystem/instructions_enrolling_disrtict_snp_application.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/nutrition/cnpsystem/instructions_enrolling_disrtict_snp_application.pdf

Checking Designated Contacts | 3

3 — Checking Designated Contacts

To identify the district’'s designated contacts, including authorized signers 1 and 2, check the
district’s current year sponsor application in the CNP System using the steps below.

1. Access the CSDE’s Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child
Nutrition Programs (CNP System) at https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx.

2. Log in with User ID and Password.

_Con necticut \

2 cre —

| R R

CT State Department of Education

User ID: - - .
cuad NEW Child Nutrition Programs Online System
Password: : School Mufrition Sponsors: For assistance with the CHNP System,
Iu:umac:t your county q:ul;s:juha{l&ll__ Mutrition/CHElal ;
e el - :l 50T l=: - dials =) I | =ta ot '_l":r:l
forgm = = MALRS DO Le . CF O - IO LFTTEICH SR COUNSYESSHI ML, P
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Sganaura: Contact
CACFP Staff at hiips Vportal of govSDEMutrtion/CACF P-Contact for
aSssance
Summer Food Service Program (SF5P) Sponsors: Contact
| Log On | Caroline Cooke for assistance.

J This institution is &n equal opporfunly provider

* State Department of
Education

s CACFP Resaufces

* NP Resqurces

c_-_p}; COLYAR
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3| Checking Designated Contacts

3. Click Applications in the CNP System.

School Nutrition Programs

Search

Connecticut

| Seasity Ling sl

=mm ”
o e s Tesar lep
B T |

Programs

School
Mutrition
Programs

Food
Distribution
Program

Applicabions |

Apedications =

Oabms |

Liem

School Nutrition Programs

4. Click Application Packet (the first selection under Item).

Connecticut

Seourity | Seanch Year Hdp |

Log Ot

School Year: F26 - 2027

Description

Application Facket I

werification Report

yerification Summary

Food Safety Inspections

FRVE Application Packel
Financial Repart

Capital Expenditure Request Form
Sitg Enroliment

Community ENgibility Provision
USDA Walvers

Dewnlgad Forms
Healthy Fgod Certification

Applications Forms [Sponsor and Site)

Mandatory Annual Verification Report

Mandatory Annual venfication Report (FNS-742) Summary
Mumber of Food Safety Inspections by Site

Fresh Fruit and viegetable Program Application Forms (SFA and Site)
School Food Annual Revenues and Expenditures Report
Capital Expenditure Request

Site Enrolimeant and Eligibility

Enrollment and Eligibility for Community Eligibdlity Provision
USDA Waivers available for participation

Formsg Available for Downlosding

Healthy Food Certification
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5. Under School Year, select 2025-26 under the green “NEW!” button. Note: The current
school year (2025-26) is selected to find the district’s contact information because the
contact information for school year 2026-27 has not yet been entered in the CNP System.

School Nutrition Programs

| Seowity Search

Connecticut

Applications | Caims

Select School Year

Vernon School District
14600 Status: Active
DBa:

wernon Board of Education
30 Park Street PO Box 800
Wernon, CT 06066

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SHF Organization: Public

Currently, there are 3 Schoal Year(s) available. Select the year you wish 1o acoess,

School Year

Date Range

Application Packet

O7/01/2026 - 06302027

OF01/2025 - 06/30/ 2026
OF/01/2024 - 06/30/2035

Mot Started

Application Packet on File
Application Packet on File

< Back

6. Select View under Action on the left.

School Nutrition Programs

| Security | Search

Connecticut

Applications | Claims |

| Year | Help | LogOut

Applications > Application Packet > School Year: 2025 - 2026
| 2025 - 2026 Application Packet|
Packet Submitted Date: 11/24/2025
Packet Approved Date: 11/24/2025
Packet Original Approval Date: 10/15/2025
Packet Status: Approved
Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SNP Organization: Public
Latest
Action Attention Form Name Version Status
View QRevise ¢ Sponsor Application Rev. 1 Approved
) . Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) :
View | Revise v schedule Original  Approved
Details & Checklist Summary (12)
Site Applications Approved Pending Return for Denied Withdrawn/ Error Total
Correction Closed Applications
School Nutrition Program 7 0 0 0 0 0 7
Seamless Summer Option 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
Show Packet History
\ J
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3| Checking Designated Contacts

7. The SNP application for school year 2025-26 will appear. Scroll down to view the names
of Authorized Representative #1 and Authorized Representative #2.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Applications |  Claims | Security Search wesar Hep | Log Out

SNP Sponsor Application
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Tnstitution
Type of SNP Qrganization: Public

Warskon: Origlnal
School Year Dates of Operation

1. Operational Dates: Start Date: 07/01/2026 End Date: 06/30/2027

» Authorized Representative #1 I
Sabutation

First Name Last Name
22. Mame: Dr. Mary Superintendent
23. Email Address: g supenntendenti@abeschooldistrict org
24. Phone: [B60) 123-4667 Ext: Fax: (260) 123-4444
25. Title: Superintendent
’ Authorized Representative #2 I

Salutation First Nama Last Nams
26. Name: Nir. Jaohn Busimessmanager
27. Email Address: g businessmanagen@abeschoaoldistrict org
26. Phone: [860) 123-1234 Ext: Fax: (260) 123-4445
29, Title: Director of Business and Finance
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4 — Application Steps for HFC Districts

This section indicates the steps to complete and certify the annual HFC Statement for
districts that vote to follow the CNS. These steps must be completed by authorized signer 1

or 2.

1. Access the CSDE’s Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child
Nutrition Programs (CNP System) at https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx.

2. Log in with User ID and Password.

- Connecticut |

™

Returning Users: Log On |
Wser 1Dy
’ﬂa:mw:
Foergon Tour Pasdward?

CTL cowvar

CT State Department of Education

Child Mutritisn Programs Online System

School Mutrition Sponsors: For assistance with the CHP Systom
Eofbact your Sty condullant
hEpEetal ol gov/ - dia S0 E NulrSon' N slalli counivaEsian, gl
Chiled ansdl Aduly Care Fodd F‘:ug:um [CACFF) Spomsors: Canlad
CACFP Siaf ai hiips Yporal o gowSDEHuntion' CACFP-Contact for
ASRELANCA

mifmai Foosd

. arvics Prageam [5F5F) Spoasors: Contedl
arcling Looke 1

ass=slance
Thig madufion 8 & Egual Opwssrfumily Provdastd firmale
Achan l:..-d-l:'_uul.?'-'.":gr :uu,r'
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4| Application Steps for HFC Districts

4. Click Applications in the CNP System.

School Nutrition Programs

Connecticut

Applications | Claims Compliance | Repons |

Seoafity | Search

School
MNutrition

Programs
Child and
Accounting Adult Care
Food Program

Food
Distribution
Program

Security

5. Click Healthy Food Certification at the bottom left of the screen under Item.

School Nutrition Programs

Connecticut

Seturity | Search Year Hdp | LogOuk

Applications | Oaims |
Agelications >

Item

School Year: 26 - 2027

Description

Applicaticn Packet

verification Repart

¥ rification SANTIMary

Eood Safety Inspections

FEYE Apphcation Packet

Financial Regart

Capital Expenditure Request Form
Site Enrglimant

Commaunity Elaibility Provisien

Applications Forms (Spensor and Site)

Mandatory Annual Verification Report

Mandatory Annual Verfication Report (FNS-742) Summary

Number aof Food Safety Inspections by Site

Frash Fruit and Vegetable Program Application Forms [SFA and Sita)
School Food Annual Revenuses and Expenditures Report

Capital Expenditure Request

Site Enrollmant and Eligibility

Enroliment and Eligibility for Community Eligibility Provision

SDA Walvers USDA Waivers available for participation
Downlaad Forms Forms Avadable for Downloading
’ Healthy Food Certification | Healthy Food Certification
\
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6. The Healthy Food Certification Statement screen appears. Click Modify for school
year 2026-2027 under Action at the bottom left of the screen.

School Nutrition Programs ' Connecticut

Applications. | Claima | | Security | Seaech Help Log Out

fpplications > School Year: 206 - W27

Healthy Food Certification Statement

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SNP Organization: Public

School Year Received Date Status

2026 - 2027 Mot Started
2025 - 2026 06/25/2025 Approved

2024 - 2025 06042024 Approved

2023 - 2024 05/30/2023 Approved

2022 - 2023 05/12/2022 Approved

< Back
L g

The Healthy Food Certification Statement for School Year 2026-2027 appears
starting with Section 1 — Background.

School Nutrition Programs  Connecticut

Applications Qaimns | Sauity Search | wear | elp | Log Owt

WIEW | MODIFY | DELETE

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Typae of Agency: Educational Instituticn
Typa of SNP Organization: Public

Mote: All Connaecticut public school districts that participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must complebe this
formn. Public schools inchede regional educational service cenbers, the Connecticut Technical High Schoal System, charter
schools, interdistrict magnet schoolks, and endowed academies, Private schools and residential child care institution (RCCIs) do
not complete this form, Healthy Food Certilication (HFC) applies only to public schaools.

Chikd State Department of Education

Addendum to Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-099)
Healthy Food Certification Statement

Section 1 - Background

Section 10-215e of the Connecticut General Statues (C.G.5) directs the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) to
develop and publish nutrition standards (herginafter, Connécticut Nutrition Standards (CHS)) for food items offered for sake (o
students at school separately from reimbursable meals sold as part of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School
Breakfast Program (SBP), C.G.5, Section 10-215F requires that each participant in the NSLP, mcluding each local and regional
board of education, the Cannecticut Technical High School System, and the governing authority for each state charter school,
Interdistrict magnet school, and endowed acadermy, must certify each year in its annual application to the CSDE whether all
fead itemns made available for sale to students will meet the CNS. C.G.S. Section 10-215b further provides additional funding
to NSLP participants who annually certify compliance with the CNS.
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4| Application Steps for HFC Districts

7. Section 2 — Certification Statement: Click the “Will” button and checks (M) the box to
certify and sign the HFC Statement.

Section 2 - Certification Statement

Must be completed by all Connecticul public school districts that pacticipate in the NSLP,

Omn behalf of the Board of Education or Governing Authority and pursuant to C.G.5. Section 10-215f, [ hereby certify that all
food items offered for sale to students in the schools under our jurisdiction, and not exempted from the CNS published by the
CSDE, (select appropriate button)

* ) will

Will not

comply with the CNS during the period of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, Such certification shall include all food offered
for sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to, school
stores, vending machines, school cafeterias, and fundraising activities on school premises, whether or not school sponsored.

1 certify that the abowe selection reflects the HFC decision of the Beard of Education or Gowverning
Authority, as indicated in the attached meeting minutes. Mote: By checking this bax, the authorized
representative is signing the HFC Statement.

Note: Only authorized signers 1 and 2 can certify and sign the HFC Statement. If the box
is not checked, the error message below will appear under the red bar at the top of the
HFC Statement, after the HFC Statement is saved.

e Code 500072, Error Description: Section 2 - Certification Statement - Authorized
signer 1 or 2 must certify Section 2. Note: You must have security access to
certify the HFC Statement.

Connecticut

Apglications | Claims | Seawity | Search Year | Help | Log Ot

School Nutrition Programs

VIEW | MODIFY | DELET

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SNF Organization: Public

Error Description
500072 Saction 2 - Certification Stapement - Authorized signer 1 or 2 must cartify Section 2. Naba: You must have
security access to :er'tih' the HFC Statement.
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8. Section 3 — Exemption Statement: Click the appropriate button for food exemptions
(“Will exclude...” or “Will not exclude...”), based on the vote of the board of education or
school governing authority.

Section 3 - Exemption Statement

To be completed only by districts/schools choosing the healthy food option, Le., those districts/schools that checked “will® in
Section 2.

Pursuant te Section 10-215f of the Connecticut General Studies, I hereby acknowledge that the Board of Education or
Gowerning Authority, [select appropriate button)

* ®) will exclude from certification foed items that do not meet the CNS, provided that (1) such food is sold in connection with
an event ocowrring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend, (2) such sale is at the location of the event,
and (3) such food is not sold from a wending machine or school store

Will not exdude frem certification food items that do not meet the CHS.

a. Select “Will exclude...” if the board of education or school governing
authority voted to permit the sale to students of any food items that do not
meet the CNS, provided that (1) such food is sold in connection with an event
occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend, (2) such
sale is at the location of the event, and (3) such food is not sold from a
vending machine or school store.

b. Select “Will not exclude...” if the board of education or school governing
authority voted not to permit the sale to students of any food items that do
not meet the CNS.

9. Section 4 - Amendment to Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-099):
Checks (M) the box to indicate that the district is amending their ED-099 Agreement for
Child Nutrition Programs to include certification of compliance with the CNS and
application for funding related to the CNS. This addendum covers the period from July 1,
2026, through June 30, 2027.

Section 4 - Amendment to Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs {(ED-099)

To be completed only by districts/schools choosing the healthy food option, i.e., those districts/schools that checked "will” in
Sechion 2.

Pursuant to Section 10-215¢ of the Connectiout General Studies, the agreement for Child Nutrition
Programs (ED-0599) with the Board of Education or Governing Authority is hereby amended to include
the above certification statérment of compliance with the CNS and application for funding related to
those standards, This addendum covers the period from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027,
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10. Section 5 — Board Meeting Minutes: Upload a copy of the minutes from the meeting of
the board of education or school governing authority. The minutes must indicate:

the date of the meeting;

the specific language in attachment 1 to CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 03-
26: Requirements for Submitting the Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement
for School Year 2026-27, indicating that the district will follow the CNS for all
foods offered for sale to students separately from reimbursable meals on school
premises at all times from all sources; and

the specific language in attachment 1 to CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 03-
26: Requirements for Submitting the Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement
for School Year 2026-27, indicating whether the district will or will not allow
exemptions for foods that do not meet the CNS, providing that the sales comply
with the three exemption criteria of the state HFC statute (refer to step 14). For
more information, refer to “Food Exemptions” in section 1.

Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes

Sponsors must upload the minutes from the meeting of the Board of Education/Governing Autherity indicating if HFC was
approved and if the district/school will allow food exemptions that meet the exemption criteria.

Attachment Count: 0

If the board meeting minutes are successfully uploaded, the screen will display the
date and time of the upload and the attachment account.

Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes

Sponsors must upload the minutes from the meeting of the Board of Education/Governing Authority indicating If HFC was
approved and if the district/school will allow food exemptions that meet the exemption criteria,

Add
Yiew | Modify | Dolete v I.ﬁ.ttachl_‘d on: 312/2026 3:21:52 PM I

Attachment Count: 1
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¢ If the board meeting minutes are not uploaded, the error message below will
display under the red bar at the top of the HFC Statement, after the HFC
Statement is saved.

e Code 500030, Error Description: Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes - At
least one document must be uploaded.

School Nutrition Programs “Connecticut

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SNP Organization: Public

* 500030 Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes - AL [east one document must be uploaded.
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11. Section 6 — HFC District Contact Information (Parts A-D): Enter the contact
information for the district's HFC contact person (part A), superintendent (part B),
food service director (part C), and business manager (part D).

Section 6 - HFC District Contact Information

MNote: This form must be completed by all public school districes that choose to implemant Healthy Food Certification (HFC)
under Section 10-215F of the Connecticut General Statues [C.G.S.). Contact infarmation is used to generate mailing lists and
e-mail groups to provide districts with important information regarding HFC implementation,

A. District Contact Person for Healthy Food Certification

Salutstian First Namie Last Mamie
MName: ] | | |

Title: | |
Email Address: (£ | |
Phone: [ | Betr | | Fasez

Street Address
&ddress Line 1:

Address Line 2:
City:
State: | Zip: | |

The district contact person is the point person identified by the district for coordinating the implementation and monitoring of
HFC under C.G.5. Section 10-215f, This persan will field questions, organize trainings and contact the CSDE for assistance
when necessary. The district may consider using the team leader for School Wellness Policy in this capacity.

B. District Superintendent

Salutstian First Namie Last Mamie
Mame: ] | |

Title: | |
Email Address: |S,| [ |
Phone: [ | Betr [ | Fasez |

Street Address
Address Line 1:
Address Line 2:
City:

State: | Zip: |

C. District School Food Service Director

Salutstian First Namie Last Mamie
MName: | ] |

Title: [ |
Email Address: [53 [ |
Phone: | | Ext: | | Fax:l

Street Address
Address Line 11
Address Line 2:
City:

State: | Zip: |

D. District Business Manager

Salutstian First Namie Last Mamie
MName: w] | | |

Title: [ |
Email Address: 53 [ |
Phone: | | Ex't:l | Fax:l

Street Address
Address Line 11
Address Line 2:
City:

State: | Zip: |
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¢ Who to list as the district’s HFC contact person: The HFC contact person is
the point person designated by the district who is responsible for coordinating the
day-to-day implementation and monitoring of HFC under C.G.S. Section 10-215f,
completing all required HFC trainings, ensuring that all competitive foods
available for sale to students comply with state requirements, and receiving CSDE
communications regarding the HFC requirements, deadlines, and resources.
Typically, the HFC contact person is the food service director, but this person can
be anyone that the district designates to meet these requirements, such as a
business manager or a food service director from a food service management
company. The most important consideration for designating the HFC contact
person is choosing someone who can successfully meet the required
responsibilities. For detailed guidance, refer to the CSDE’s resource,
Responsibilities of District Contact Person for Healthy Food Certification.

12. Section 6 — HFC District Contact Information (parts E-G): Click “Yes” or “No” to
indicate whether the district has interschool agreements (part E), school stores (part F),
and culinary arts programs (part G). If the answer is “Yes,” enter the contact information
for the person responsible for each applicable area.

Note: The contact information fields for each area displays only if the answer is “Yes.”
If the answer is “No,” the contact information fields for that area will not display.

E. Interschool Agresment '

Does your school district provide lunches '[I'II":ILI'_:]"I a CSDE-approved interschool agreement To anather Yes - Mo
PUBLIC school outside of your schoal district, &.9., another public school district, charter school,
interdistrict I'f'igl"lEt schoaol or endowed academy?

F. School Store

Does your school district operate a school store or similar school-based enterprise that sells food or Y - Mo
beverages to students?

G. Culinary Arts Program

Does your school district operate a culinary arts program that sells food or beverages to students? Yes Kl Mo
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o Section 6 — Part E: Interschool Agreement: Click “Yes” or “No” to indicate if
the district has any approved interschool agreements with public schools. If
the answer is “Yes,” enter the contact information for each public school for
which the district has an interschool agreement.

Note: This section applies only to interschool agreements with public
schools. Do not include interschool agreements with private schools. Private
schools are not eligible for HFC.

E. Interschool Agreement ’

Does your school district provide lunches through & CSDE-appraved interschool agresment (o another
PUBLIC schoal cutside of your schoal district, €.9., anather public school district, charter schaal,
interdistrict magnet school or endowed academy?
List only PUBLIC schools that have indicated on the mterschool agroement that they wil! comply wath
HFC under C.G.5. Sechion 10-Z15(. Provide complete comact informabion for each school. Altach
additional pages as Necassary.

® ves o

Da not include agreaments with private schools,

/M-arnq: of schoal: '1

Address Line 1:
Address Line 2
City:

State: T Zip:

SakAation First Wamve Last Name
Name: L

Tithe:
Email Address: £

Phome: Ext: Fan:

Daoes your schasl district have an approved Interschiool Agraement®* on file with the CSDE? Cives @ no

/M-ame of schoal: \

Address Line 1:
Address Line 2

City:
Stabe: T Zip:
Sakutation First Nams Last Name
Mame! o
Tithe:

Email Address: 3

\Phl:lﬁ'l!i Ext: Fax: /

Does your school district have an approved Inkerschosl Agreement™®® on file with the CSDE? Yes - Mo

add another School

**Lunches served at recipient schaals are only included in the Sponsaring istrict's total lunches for HFC funding if 1) the
recipient schaal certifies on their interschoal sgreemeant that they will comply with HFC; and 2) the CSDE réeceives the 2026-
2027 interschool agreement by July 1. 2026,
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Section 6 — Part F: School Store: Click “Yes” or “No” to indicate if the district
has any school stores that sell food or beverages to students. If the answer is
“Yes,” enter the contact information for the person responsible for the school
store.

Note: The HFC Statement has one entry for the school store contact. If the
district has more than one school store, email the contact information for all
additional school store contacts to susan.fiore@ct.gov.

F. School Store

Deoes your school destrict operate a school store or similar schood-based enterprise that sells food or
beverages to students?

® vas No

'\

Please provide contact infarmation for the person responsible for the school store, e.g., teacher advisen

Salvtater First ara Lam Mara

MHame: w

Title:

Email Address: g

Phone: Euxt: Fax:

Street Address
Address Line 1:

Address Line 2!
City:

Shate: cT Zip:

/

Section 6 — Part G: Culinary Arts Program: Click “Yes” or “No” to indicate if
the district has a culinary arts program that sells food or beverages to
students. If the answer is “Yes,” enter the contact information for the person

responsible for the culinary program.

! ey Mo

G. Culinary Arts Program

Daes your schoal distret sperate & culinary arts program that sells food or beverages to students?

Provide the contact information for the person respensible for culinary program.,

Saytasian
Name: e

Firss N Lais Nese

Tithe:
Ermail Address: ﬁ
Phone: Ext: Fax:

Street Address
Address Line 1:

Address Line 2:

City:

State: cT Zip:
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13. When all information is complete, click Save at the bottom of the screen.

a. Submission without errors: If the application is complete without any errors, the
message displays.

School Nutrition Programs . Connecticut

Applications | Claims | | Securty | Search | Wear | Hap | Log Out

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

* The Healthy Food Certification Statement has been processed.

< [Edit Finish

b. Submission with errors: If the application has any errors, an error message will
display for each error. Click Edit to return to the HFC Statement and correct the
errors.

School Nutrition Programs Connectmut

Applicaticns. | [ P | Secuity Search | Vear | Hep | LogOut

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

» The Healthy Food Certilication Statement has been processed with errors.

Information entered i£ aither incompléte o ig not in compliance with the Connecticut State Departrmient of Education Child
Mutrition Programs rules and regulations. All errors listed on the fonm must be corrected before the Healthy Food Certification
Statement can be processed.

You may correct the errers now by clicking "< Edit’ or you may return to the Healthy Food Certification Statement latar,

< Edit Finish
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5 — Application Steps for Non-HFC Districts

This section indicates the steps to complete and certify the annual HFC Statement for
districts that vote not to follow the CNS. These steps must be completed by authorized
signer 1 or 2.

1. Access the CSDE’s Connecticut Online Application and Claiming System for Child
Nutrition Programs (CNP System) at https://ct.cnpus.com/prod/Splash.aspx.

2. Log in with User ID and Password.

- Connecticut '\

E Ty Ty
b 7 o
Returning Users: Log On &&&

CT State Department of Education

s CACFP Resources

U I0: : e B
| il NEW Child Nutrition Programs Online System
| » Password: School Nutrition Sponsors: For assistance with the CNP System,
| contact your county consultant
| Forag Your Fa = hitps.iportal cf gov/-'media/ SDEMutntion/CHstafficountyassion, pdf
Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Sgansuru: Contact
| CACFP Staff at htips Vportal of gowiSDE MutmtionCACE P-Contact for
| S Lance
Summer Food Service Program (SF5P) Sponsors: Contact
[ | Log On | Carolne Cooke for assistance.
[ J This instifution is an equal opporfunily provider
» State Department of
' Education
i

* GNP Besources

C¥5 COLYAR
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3. Click Applications in the CNP System.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

A aliong Chaive | | Seasity Caarch ;E Presgrams Vege Help | Log Ot

Programs

School
Mutrition
Programs

Food
Distribution
Program

4. Click Healthy Food Certification at the bottom left of the screen under Item.

Applications | Oaims |

Item

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Seturity | Search Year Hdp Log Ok

Description

Application Packes

verification Report

Yerification Swmmary

Food Safety Inspections

EEVE Application Packet

Financial Begset

Capital Expenditure Request Form
Sivg Enrgliment

Commanity Eliaibility Provisien

Applications Forms (Spensor and Site)

Mandatory Annual Verification Report

Mandatory Annual Verification Report (FNS-742) Summary

Number of Food Safety Inspections by Site

Fresh Fruit and vegetable Program Application Forms (SFA and Site)
School Food Annual Revenses and Expenditures Report

Capital Expenditure Request

Site Enrollmant and Eligibility

Enrollment and Eligibility for Community Eligibility Provigion

SDA Walvers USDA Waivers available for participation
Downlaad Forms Forms Avadable for Downloading
’ Healthy Food Certification | Healthy Food Certification
\
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5. The Healthy Food Certification Statement screen appears. Click Modify for school
year 2026-2027 under Action at the bottom left of the screen.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Applicatiors. | Claima | | Security | Search Hdp Lisg Dt

Applications = School Year: 2026 - 2027

Healthy Food Certification Statement

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SHP Organization: Public

School Year Received Date Status

2026 - 2027 Mot Started
2025 - 2026 06/25/2025 Approved

2024 - 2025 06/ 042024 Approved

2023 - 2024 05302023 Approved

2022 - 2023 05/12/2022 Approved

< Back
L ¥

The Statement for School Year 2026-2027 appears starting with
Section 1 — Background.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Applications Cams | Soeamily Search | Wear | Halp | Log Ouwt

WIEW | MDIFY | DELETE

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Typa of SNP Organization: Public

Mote: All Connecticut public school districts that participate in the National Schoal Lunch Program (NSLP) must complete this
forrm. Public schoals include regional educational service centers, the Connecticut Technical High Schoal System, charter
schoals, interdistrict magnet schooks, and endowed academies, Private schools and residential child care institution (RCCIs) do
mat complete this form. Healthy Food Certification (HFC) applies anly 1o public sehoals.

Child State Department of Education

Addendum to Agreement for Child Nutrition Programs (ED-099)
Healthy Food Certification Statement

section 1 - Background

Section 10-215¢ of the Connecticut General Statues (C.G.5) directs the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) to
develop and publish nutrition standards (herginafter, Connecticut Nutrition Standards (CNS)) for food items offered for sabke to
students at school separately from reimbursable meals sold as part of the Wational School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School
Breakfast Program (SBP). C€.G.5. Section 10-215f requires that each participant in the NSLF, ncluding each local and regional
board of education, the Cannecticut Technical High School System, and the governing authority for each state charter school,
Interdistrict magnet school, and endowed academy, must certify each year in its annual application to the CSDE whether all
foad itemns msde available for sale to students will meet the CNS. C.G.5. Section 10-215b further provides additional funding
to NSLP participants who annually certify compliance with the CNS.
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6. Section 2 — Certification Statement: Click the “Will not” button and check () the
box to certify and sign the HFC Statement.

Section 2 - Certification Statement

Must be compieted by all Connechioul pubivc school districts that partrapale in the NSLF.
On behalf of the Board of Education or Governing Authonity and pursuant to C.G.5. Section 10-215f, I hereby certify that all

food items offered fior sale to students in the schools under our jurisdiction, and not exempted from the CNS published by the
CSDE, (select appropnale bution)

Wil
® will not
camply with the CNS during the period of July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, Such certification shall indude all food offered
for sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not imited to, school
stores, vending machines, school cafeterias, and fundraising activities on schaol premises, whether or not schaol sponsored.
1 certify that the above selection reflects the HFC decision of the Board of Education or Governing

Authority, as indicated in the attached meeting minutes. Note: By chedking this box, the authonized
representative is signing the HFC Statement.

Note: Only authorized signers 1 and 2 can certify and sign the HFC Statement. If the box
is not checked, the error message below will appear under the red bar at the top of the
HFC Statement, after the HFC Statement is saved.

o Code 500072, Error Description: Section 2 - Certification Statement - Authorized
signer 1 or 2 must certify Section 2. Note: You must have security access to
certify the HFC Statement.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Applications | Claims: | Seomity | Search Wear Hdp | Log Owt

VIEW | MODIFY | GELET

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SNP Organization: Public

Error Description
500072 Saction 2 - Certification Stapement - Authorized signer 1 or 2 must cartify Section 2. Naba: You must have
security access to certify the HFC Statement.
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7. Section 5 — Board Meeting Minutes: Upload a copy of the minutes from the meeting of
the board of education or school governing authority. The minutes must indicate:

o the date of the meeting;

¢ the specific language in attachment 1 to CSDE Operational Memorandum No. 03-
26: Requirements for Submitting the Healthy Food Certification (HFC) Statement
for School Year 2026-27, regarding the vote for HFC. Note: If the BOE votes “no”
to the healthy food option, a vote on whether to allow food exemptions is not
required.

Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes

Sponsors must upload the minutes from the meeting of the Board of Education/Governing Autherity indicating if HFC was
approved and if the district/school will allow food exemptions that meet the exemption criteria.

dd

Attachment Count: 0

If the board meeting minutes are successfully uploaded, the screen will display the date
and time of the upload and the attachment account.

Section 5 - Board Meating Minutes

Sponsors must upload the minutes from the meeting of the Board of Education/Governing Authority Indicating if HFC was
approved and if the district/school will allow food exemptions that meet the exemption criteria,

add
Wiew | Modify | Delets Vv Inttacntd on: 3f12/2026 3:21:52 PM I

Attachment Count: 1

If the board meeting minutes are not uploaded, the error message below will display
under the red bar at the top of the HFC Statement, after the HFC Statement is saved.

e Code 500030, Error Description: Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes - At least one
document must be uploaded.

School Nutrition Programs Con neét_i;:”ut

| Securny Search | ¥ear | Help | LogOut

VIEW | MODIFY | DELET

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

Type of Agency: Educational Institution
Type of SN Organization: Public

Error Description
| S00030 Section 5 - Board Meeting Minutes - At least one document must be uploaded.
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8. When all information is complete, click Save at the bottom of the screen.

a. Submission without errors: If the application is complete without any errors, the
message displays.

School Nutrition Programs Connecticut

Apglications | Claims | | Security | Search | ‘ear | Hep | LogOut

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

’ The Healthy Food Certification Statement has been processed.

< |Edit || Finish

b. Submission with errors: If the application has any errors, an error message will
display for each error. Click Edit to return to the HFC Statement and correct the
errors.

School Nutrition Programs Connectmut

hpplications. | Claims | Secuity Search | ¥ear | Help | LogOuk

Healthy Food Certification Statement
For School Year: 2026 - 2027

* The Healthy Food Certilication Statement has been processed with errors.

Information entéred is either incompléte or i not in compliance with the Connecticut State Department of Education Child
Mutrition Programs rules and regulations. All errors listed on the form must be cormected before the Healthy Foad Certification
Statement can be processed.

You may cormect the erfors now El}' clicki mg "< Edit’ ar you rmay return o the Healmy Food Certification Statement later.

< Edit Finish
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