Template Email for
CT Fresh Ed Compass Stakeholders
Subject: Help [District Name] Shape Farm to School in our District
Dear [Name of Stakeholder]:
I am writing to ask for your help with completing the CT Fresh Ed Compass, a new tool developed by the Connecticut State Department of Education and the University of Connecticut Rudd Center on Food Policy to help schools grow and strengthen their Farm to School efforts. Farm to School is not just about what is on the lunch tray — it is about connecting the cafeteria, classroom, and community. The Compass captures a snapshot of what we are doing — and identifies where there are opportunities to do even more with local food, hands-on learning, and community engagement.
We have been invited to be part of the first cohort of districts to ensure the tool can be rolled out to all districts this school year. To provide valuable insight before this roll out, we have been asked to complete the CT Fresh Ed Compass by June 1, 2026. Given your role, you hold key insights that will shape a more complete, accurate, and meaningful plan for our district. While foodservice staff will provide information about cafeteria activities, your expertise is especially valuable in the “Best Practices and Needs Assessment Section” that includes work happening in the classroom and community component of farm to school.
Choose one that works best for you:
Option 1: Could you review this section and respond with your thoughts by ____.
Option 2: Do you know who in the district would best be able to answer these questions?
Option 3: Can we arrange for a 30-minute conversation to discuss these questions? 
Option 4: Could we put this on the agenda of the next School Wellness Committee/Farm to School/Staff meeting?
Thank you for your support in ensuring our district is best represented. Your participation ensures the plan reflects what is really happening in our schools — and where we can grow next. I look forward to sharing the results of the CT Fresh Ed Compass when we receive them.
Sincerely,
Your Name
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